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and hauling up a littie girl with a sick baby,
or a lad as has got a job of work whilc bis
fathcr's ill. IIowe% or, it's tho saine lot that
niade that compulsory law that's put out
this Frc Education idca.

George. Thon I shall look well at it Mèlre
I ive in to it. You see, Jein, a working-
mnan's first flattercd and then snubbed, now-
a-days, tili lie hardly knows where hoe is.
iIe's told 'one minute hc's quite fit to govern
the country, and thon not allowed to govorn
bis own childrcn. Here's a vexations law
iow that doesn't touch the ricli man-this
compulsory business: he can teach bis chil-
dren at home if lie pleases, or do what lie
likes with 'cm.

Jem. Truc enough. But, you sec, the
party with the Froc Education cry tack it
on to compulsory attendance. 'What a
hardship,' they say, 'for a iman to pay for
s shooling when hes forced to send lis chl-
dren to sohool whethor hoe likes it or not.

George. Let themn stop the forcing thon
-tbat's Nvhere the shoc pinclies. Just lot
one of those Parliament gentlemen go round
and hear what is said in poor men's bouses
about it. They'd a deal ratherlhave frecdom
in that, and pay twvopence or threepence to
scnd their children to any school they please.
A mnan likes bis liberty in these things.

Jem. I've heard school-teachers say, too,
that the childrcn that attend most irrecgu-
larly are thosc whosc, school fées have been
uxcused because of their poverty.

George. Ve're ail apt to tbink %yhat costs
nothing is worth nothing. Stili, I suppose,
Jeni, you'd ho for paying thc school-pence
for sudh starving creatures as really cant
afford that much ?

Jem. Aye, of course-and, it should be
made easy for thoni, too, poor souls! But
tbat's a different thing fromn forcing roce
Board Sohools down overy man's throat,
wvhether hoe likes theni or flot.

George. I shouldn't like to send my
children to a roce Board School.

Jem. As to not liking to send one's chil-
dren to roce Schools, there'I1 be no choice in
that, once the Free Education people get
their way.

George. HoWs that, Jem, ?

Jem. Because there'd bo no other schoola
to send 'cm tol Don't you see? The
Voluntary Schools (whethcr they belong to,
the Churcli, or'the Wcsleyans, or the Roman
Catbolics) have had a hiard push to make
way against these big Board Schools, because
Governrnent gives them. no share of the
school, rates; and if they're to, lose the
school-pence too, %vhy they'll be donc up.

George. And otir littie ones forced to go
ivith the whole lot, gutter children and
ail.

Jém. AVel, thereIl ho Private Sohools,
of course.

George. But they charge so dear. 1
couldn't afford those.

Jern. \Vell, my lad, thon you must either
send the children to the Free Schools or
take the consequence-the prison, or the
treadmill, perhaps; who knows ?

George. Ail this sounds nasty. Prccious
littie freedom. here. Whien we started talk-
ing, Jeni, I liad no idca Free Education
ineant ail this. IIow we poor chaps mnay
get hoodwinked if we don't look about us!

Jcra. Sucli a talk, too, about fairness!
That's wbat d rsutsne. Perfect cquality.
The Churcli pulled down. Chiurch Schools
abolished. Secular Education ail round.
That's the cry with these Liberation fellows.

George. Secular Education 1 What's the
ineaning of that ?

Jem. Education without God, ivithout
religious instruction. The children of our
Christian land tauglit the saine as heathen
Indians, or Chiinese.

George. Oh, 1 say, Jem, thoy do read the
Bible in some Board Sehools.

Jern. Well, I grant you that, thougli
there7s a good xnany vhere they don'% allow
even the Bible. But as soon as Free Sehiools
corne in, and there7s ouly one school for ail,
thero wvill be a hue and cry *that lliat is
unfair. The Roman Catholios won't like
their childron to listen to the Protestant
Blible, and the Jews will objeot to the New
Testament.

George. A pretty mess it wvil1 ail be, 1
declare. Jeni, don't the electioneering fellowvs
see ail these rocks ahead ?

Jem. See them? As weil as you and


