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esty âmqist ini alleviating that w. ansd that ve
rnbould belp, evets as the blessed Mauter brought
bealing and siRht to thiâ blind wari.

" 1 must wvOrk,"I v. 4. The verdi are singu.-
larly imprrsiive in the bsouth of ouT Lord.
ilNccetsity is laid upon me ; yea, woe is unto
me if I preach flot thse G ispel 1 " exclaimned Pau)
(i Cor. 9g: 16), hecause he had himself felt the
power of the G»zpel, and beciuse'he recognized
himscîf aç called of God tu proclgimn 1£ to men.
Il brings Christ Very cloý;e tous to hear ih say:
I 1must work the works of Ilii. that sent Me.

He, too, had a mission to fulfil. The fact that
He was the Son of Go-I did net abkolve Him
(;om the necessity of labor. N'oblesse ob/sge juit
becaose [le was the, S 'rn of God the obligation
to spend Hîmnself upon men wa - tise greater. Il
would be wrong te say that He had felt the
power of the Gospel in the saine sense as Paul
had feUt it, because be was without sin ; but He
was also 'l in ail points tempted like as we are,"

and therefore knew the necd men bave of tise
Gospel. We have approached very near t"-

Christ in spirit when aie feel the overwhelmir'g
obliga ion to labor for the uplifiing and healing
and ýaving of out îellowmen.

-"He anoinied tke eyes of 14e b/ind man," v. 6
ihe tender touacb of a loving hand. A lessor
for us in thse belping of those in need, wheî ber in
thse larger field of pul)lic charities or in the
qaieter domain of our homes and of our dail>
walk in life. Thse virtue is well.nigh altogethet
wanting in charity that is dolcd out through
an organisation, or vitis coid, unqympathetir
band. It is personal contact that tells. Fèod
tastes thc swccter, clothing feels thse warmer
when these are given to thc famiahiqg by one
who loves them, and who shows his love by thr
way ins which he bestows bis gift. And If the
ahiftiess and improvident ansd criminal are to be
raised ap into self-respect and self-support, it cari
only be by their coming to know and feel the
human sympatby wbich adnsinisters to their
vanta.

IlGo, wvash in ila Pool of SiUerrn," v. 7. A vild
scheme it must bave secmed at first to this blind
man. How abmurd it s to expect iêat any good
vould corne of il 1 Whaî would the nmeigihbots
say ? But, notwithstanding, he gies, a.nd goes
proptly, to do as tisis Mans of Nazareth iwd told
him. 1£ was bis need that drove him. He vas

bllnd, anid even tise faintes- glimmer of hope for
sight vas to him as the fist utrenkit of dawrito
one Who hts been wakriul through a nighi of
agony. We psould bitss God wlsen, iri I-Fis
providence, vo are allowed to fecl our nced of
H-i.l, vhether for the burden of sin or for heip in
lime of suffrring, for to frel our rieed 'makts it
ea.ier to trust.

"dCame seehng." It looked a hopeless thing,
tb's errand Bf tt what a result 1 Tise washir g
in the Pool of Sîioamn is foiiowed by s;gbt to the
blind eyes. Caus-ý and result appear 10 be en,
tîrciy out oif propoètion. But is il ever otberwise
,A is Gofi's ways ? IlIf yc have faitsh as a'-rain
of mutard seed," said our Lord to Ili% dx%,ciples,
lye shahl say to this motintain, Remnove hence

to yonler plac ; and it shahf remove." Il q
are t0 understand the relai n of cauçe and efTeý
in -%uch intances, we must remember the pies.
ence of G id. Wisen God work%, even a ger. of
a pin's point in siz-! rnîay deveiop into a' great
t ree. The s igitsîct pusb of penirence and
trust at thse door of GoJ's mercy opens the
Fa'her'a- bouse te the retuit ing piodigai. Ont
wonders that, visen God requirets) ai le of us
in order that He may bestow hli4 be-t gifts upon
uiz, we should be so slow ta. take Hi. at I-lia
Word.

Il TAe man» tkat is calied Jesus r.. anoinied
mine ees." The blind man wua (rank te ac-
knowledfge jesus as his beaier. That acknowl-
cdgment brought sore trouble upon hi,. The
jealous Phasiscee were enraged that this Nazarene
whom tbey hated stiould have wrought sisci a
work. Tisey visited their wratb tipori tise beggar
by caýirg him out of the synagogue, 'that is, ex-
communicating him, vuSh ail tlhc dreadini conse-
quences that excommunication brought wirh it. e
The marn remaincd firm: Christ had helpcd hins.
Hc couhd not but acknovhedge Christ. An ex-
ample for.us aIl. It is possible that tise secret
disciple, sucS as Nicodemnus was for a time, may
be saved. But Christ Ilimself tells us that vo
must confesi Atîm beforesnen, and that on auch
confes;ion bef'ore men depends our confession b7
flii. before the Father in hItaveri. la it ot the
maniy tiig, too, visen ve believe on Christ and-
when Christ in helpirig us day by day by Hi*
presence vithin us, to acknowlcdge tbat Divine
Master and Friend befole men?
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