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mey assist in alleviating that wae, and that we
should help, even as the blessed Master bwughl
besling and sight to this blind man,

“J must work,” v. 4. The words are smgu
larly impressive in the mouth of our Lord.
¢ Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto
me if I preach not the Gspel 1 ” exclaimed Paul
(1 Cor. 9: 16), hecause he had himself felt the
power of the Gospel, and because he recognized
bimself as called of God to proclaim it to men.
It brings Christ very close tous to hear Him say :
1 must work the works of Him that sent Me.”
He, too, had a mission to fulil. The fact that
He was the Son of God did not absolve Him
from the necessity of labor. Noblesse oblige Jus
becaase e was the Sin of God the obligation
to spend Himself upon men wa. the greater. It
would be wrong to say that He had felt the
power of the Gospel in the same sense as Paul
had felt it, because he was without sin ; but He
was a'so *“ in all points tempted like as we are,”
and therefore knew the neced men have of the
Gospel.  We have approached very near tc
Chiist in spirit when we feel the overwhelming
obliga ion to labor for the uplifiing and healing
and :aving of our fellowmen,

¢ He anointed the eyes of the blind man,” v. 6
The tender touch of a loving hand, A lesson
for us in the helping of those in need, whether in
the larger field of public charities or in the
quieter domain of our homes and of our daily
walk in life. The virtue is well-nigh altogethes
wanting in charity that is doled out through
an organiration, or with cold, uneympathetic
hand, It is personal contact that tells. Foud
tastes the sweeter, clothing feels the warmer
when these are given to the famishing by one
who loves them, and who shows his love by the
way in which he bestows his gift. And if ihe
shiftless and improvident and criminal are to be
raised up into self-respect and self-support, it can
only be by their coming to know and feel the
human sympathy which administers to their
wants.

““ Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam,” v. 7. A wild
scheme it must have seemed at first to this blind
man, How absurd it was to expect Hiat any good
would come of it ! What would the neighbors
say? But, notwithstanding, he goes, and goes
promptly, to do as this Man of Nazareth had told
him. It was his need that drove him. He was

blind, and even the faintes' glimmer of hope for
sight was 10 him as the fist strenks of dawn to
one who hes been wakeful through a night of
agony. We should bless God when, in His
providence, we are allowed to feel our need of
Him, whether for fhe burden of sin or for help in
time of suffering, for to feel our need ‘makes it
ea.ier to trust,

““Came seeing” It looked a hopeless thing,
th'serrand Bt what a result! The washirg
in the Pool of Siloam is followed by sight to the
blind eyes. Causs and result appear to be en~
tirely out of propodtion. But is it ever otherwise
with God’s ways? *‘If ye have faith as & grain
of mustard seed,” said our Lord to His disciples,
‘* ye shall say to this mountain, Remove hence
to yonder plac ; and it shall remove.” l{v
are to understand the rela'irn of cause and eff
in such instances, we must remember the pres-
ence of Gy d. When God works, even a germ of
a pin’s puint in siz: may develop into a great
tree.  The sightest push of penitence and
trust at the door of God’s mercy opens the
Faher’s house 1o the returring prodigal. Onpe
wonders that, when God requires s» lutle of us
in order that He may bestow Ifis be-t gifts upon
us, we should be so slow to take me at His
word.

“The man that is called [esus. ... .anointed
mine eyes.” The blind man was frank te ac-
knowledge Jesus as his healer, That acknowl-
edgment brought sore trouble upon him, The
jealous Phasiisees were enraged that this Nazarene
whom they hated should bave wrought such a
work, They visited their wrath upon the beggar
by ca¥irg him out of the synagogue, that is, ex-
commuaicating him, with all the dreadful conse-
quences that excommunicdtion brought with it.

-

Tbe man remained firm: Christ had helped him. -

He could not but acknowledge Christ. An ex-
ample for us all. It is possible that the secret
disciple, such as Nicodemus was for a time, may
be saved. But Christ Himself tells us that we
must confeu fim before*men, and that on such
confestion before men depends our confession by
Him before the Father in heaven. Isit not the

manly thing, too, when we believe on Christ and

when Christ it helping us day by day by His
presence within us, to acknowledge that Divine
Master and Friend before men?



