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m
tuncs or misfortunes of the loved ones far away. ”rcceivo their message.  Fow of the privato mem- ! ol
If we havo tho true Church foeling, the newspaper . bers of congregations, who make their fortnightly ! times allowed “s cow to

is, a9 it wero, the weckly nbstract of tho Family , tour, according to rale, in company with tho
correspondence, simultancously sent with itsintel-  catechists, havo been found to Lo compoteat to
ligenco of success or failure, of rejoicing or mourn-  gay much to tho heathen, Their visits, however, '
ing, to allin whose hearts tho love of that Family secm to Lo beneficinl notwithstanding. When I
beats warm andstrong. Thisis, orought tobe, the asked the last eatechist who visited the West, how
root idea of the Church Nowspaper. Itpresup- theold headmnn of Edeyenkoody who accompanied
poses tho oxistenco of the Family, its extension, him had got on, he replicd, ¢ To tell the truth,
its close and o.inging tics, its strong affcction, its hic never opened his mouth, aud lie was besides
traditions, watchwords, festivals, and tho thousand  rather hard of hearing ; but T found him very nge-
indescribable tendernesses that mark and make ful o pomnt to when any body said you ave teach-
tho iudissoluble unity, of which the Family is tho ing this new religion fora salary. T would reply,
consecrated sanctuary,—tho abiding Home. Jt Yousce my friend here; ho Lias come all this
takes all this for granted. But this root idea iz distance, and goes with me from villago to villago '
no barren root, set iu a dry ground. It is a vital rithout the smallest reward, and at his own ex-
power, springing up aud growing, gencrously and pense: he is a farmer liko yourselves, but ho

vigorously, into many thriving branches, of which
wo reay havo more to say hereafter.

"

wighes to convince you that christianity is a good
religion,”
I took the opportunity of cloudy monsoon

"weather to mnke o ten day’s tour myself amongst -
, the principal heathen villages in the west, when
INDIA 1 my own observations were exactly in accordanco
‘ * . with the various reports I had received from the
We conclude the very instructive and interest-, jtinerants, [ was invariably listened to with
ing account of the mission work at Edcyenkoody, , respect, and allowed to say whatever I pleased,
Tinnevelly.  The Rev. Mr. Caldwell has dono .and as much as I pleased, but an attempt was’
good service in this use of his pen:— . almost invariably made to reply to what I said,
I must hero meution some particulars respect-, and it was only in a few instances that I met
ing tho progress of the native Missionary Asso-‘ with people who scemed really to desire to know
J

ciation. what tho truth was.

In the ficld sclected for its labours, the western — From tho great variety of the lines of defence
and almest wholly unchristianized portion of this, which the people ndopted, it was evident that*
district, it employs three school masters, who in- when driven from one argument, there were many
struct the congregations as well as the schools, . others on which they believed that they could’
and two itinerant catechists, at an expense of a.falt back. Their remarks disclosed the real state
little more than 30 rupces a mouth. Every  of their minds: and for this reason I will mention
fortnight some members of the native committeo, . a few of them here, in the promiscuous way in
sccording to rule, join the itinerants, and make yhich they were uttered in different villages or

_jf'nr_tign ilﬂ:lroilu‘xt_rt_iml"fxitéllijmcf.

n missionary tour in their comzany amongst the
heathen villages.

at different times.

Sometimes tho same reply
1 was made by

some one or anotherin almost every

The labours of the Seciety have already pro-; village

duced some, though not much, divect fruit, In
ono villago a litte christian community has been
formed, numbering 24 souls, in another 13 souls,

i+ Many soid, **We are hard-working farmers,
«and theso learnced matters aro above our compre-
i-hension.  Wo must attend to our occupations.

All these converts are Pariars, with the exception! We have too much to do in this life to have time !

of two Shanar families.

There have beea no sccessions as
amongst the higher castes, who form the bulk of
the population in that extcusive district, as well

i to think of any other.” Not a fevr paraded their

,for putting the consideration of religion aside

v altogether: *«We arc stupid farmers, and our

yet from. stupidity—more pretended than real,—as a reason '

oliristinn, Mark of Kanaken kullum. Ifo has five
get into wmy field, Ias
that man’s sin been taken away 1™

Somo would make their prosperity n reason for
remaining in heathenism,—¢ Wo aro suffering no
tack of any thing ; nobody oppressesus ; wo liavo
every comfort. — Why should we wish to chango
our religion?™ I wonld reply, * Your minds,
your souls, aro being ruined.  You have made no
provision for a future life; " to which they would
eny, ‘“Weare not nbitious of obtaining moro
happincss than wo have, it is good to Lo content
with what God gives us.”  Others would try tho
discontented tack,-—¢1 don't sce,” gnid n man,
“what wo have to be thankful for. Rain hag
fallen, it is truo, but wo shall have to pay tho
land-tax whether there is a harvest or not,”

People often said that they would becomo
cliristians, n3 a iatter of course, when their time
came, without our putting owrselves to auy
trouble about them, Ono man expressed it thus:
* Why do you trouble yourself to come here and
givo us advice? when our time comes wo will
send for you. Things are not ready yet: when
the berries of the banyan get ripe, it will not be
necessary for any onc to invite the hirds to come."”
Some, ou the vther hiand, were careful to explain
to me, that whosoover might change their cus-
toms, no change was cver to he expected of them.
‘The people of a Kottei-reddy village said, * Wearo
are a peenliar caste,—you will meet none of our
caste north of I'alameottak.  Peaple of our casto
have never gone over to any foveign religion,
Search and inquire, and every body will tell you
that our caste never changes. Once only »

“ widow Jady, who was liviug in tlus village, was

won over by a catechiss; but we and the headmen
of tho neighbouring villages of our easte joined
together and wo rescued her.”

A village Moonsiff, a sort of petty judge, who
gave me a very attentive hearing together with a
group of hisneighbours, replied, * If our religion
is wrong, why docs your Government pay for tho
support of so many temples?” 1 replied that
those payments were no proof of approval, for
they were merely in licu of lands which had been
resumed. Jmmediately ho shifted his ground,
and said, “Well, at all ovents, your Government
respects the customs of former Governments; it
regards o custom as a right, This shows tho

a8 the most influcntial portion of it; butitisn one dutyis to endeavour to get our bellies filled.” | propricty of our adhering also to custom, It is
source of gratification that our native itincrants ,¢«¢Qur lot is fixed already,” said others, ‘“and! better to adhere to custom, even if the custom is
who go about amongst them from village to vil- can never be changed. Tho Creator made us' an ohjectionable one, than to follow our own
lage have free acces to them, and are every where, what wo are.” This was an answer which all

respectfally received and attentively listened to.
IfY were to judge, as I might safely do in Englaud,

from the demeanor and language of the people;
alono, as reported to me by the native itinerants, be sinners.

and confirmed by my own observations, I might
paturally expect that large numbers of them
would soon place themsclves under christinn ine
struction.
however, is owing to tho natural politeness of the
Hindoo character, something is owing to the res-
pect which is supposed to be due to tho teachers
of religion, and something also to the wish to get
ridd of troublesome visitors by speaking them fair
Often huve I scen politeness turning into bitter
hostility in consequence of a few couversions,
Stil, we have mush reason to be thankful that
so wide a ** door of utterance™ has been opened
to ug, and that the inhabitants of this newly
opened ficld listen to the Gospel so patiently and
attentively. Al the itincrants testify that the

most thoughtful, attentive people they meet with, *
are the Vellalers, the most respectable cast of "

farmers, and that here and tlere,

with individuals who not only listened to them

attentively, but scemed to be well disposed to " hold of no man.

* from which sinful acts proceed.

Much of this apparent friendliness, '

especially ii be freed from sin.
amongst.members of that caste, they have wmet " Yo

were ready to make, ard it was sometimes fol-!

lowed up by the assertion of still more explicit
fatalism. Thus said one, “God intended us to
o made sin.  Hegave us the nature
What can we do
bat submit? Don’t speak ngainst God, sir?! don't
say that any thing can happen which God dis-
likes.”

verb, ‘“one’s own mind burns one;™ o proverb

!
!

T quoted to him in reply the Tamil pro-

fancies in an arbitrary sort of way, without any
custom to Lear one out.”

I met a man who had once been employed in o
mission echool, but remained a hieathen, and who
made use of an argument which proved how
little he knew of the spirit of christianity.
*¢Theve are two kinds of virtue,” he said, ¢ ac-
cording to the Shastrag, ascetical virtue and do-
mestic virtue. Christ practised and taught the

" ascetical soxt of virtue, but [ follow the domestic

which proves their belief in the existence of con-

scierze, and endeavoured to explain how conscience
testifies that the guilt of our sing rests upon
ourselves, and how God must disapprove of what
conscience disapproves. I met a conscquential
old man, with whom I had attempted to havea
conversation sone time before in another village,
when hie had drowned my voice by loud, violent
assertions, that God was the author of sin,
this occasion I fared a littlo better.

|

sort. I have a wife and family, and it is there-
fore impossiblo for me to becomo a christinn,”

In a village in which [ had spolien, ns I some-
times did, of the gods that had not made the
heavens perishing from uader the heavens, and
said that it was cvident that Braluma, Vishna,
and Siva had also perished, for they har failed
to obtain for their votaries the government of the

On | only part of the world in which they were wor-
I told him, | shipped or cven known, n man replied, *The

on his recommencing his former argument, that , government is now in the hands of christians, it

there to inform him of a way wl ercby Lo could
{Io immediately roared out,

"beliove that ; gin is part of our nature, it quits its
There is your nice Pariar

no matter what the origin of sin was, I cairojis true, but formerly, for tuousands upon thou-

u eay that sin cnn be taken nway, I doa't| some day.

N

sands of years, it was in the hands of tho wor-
shippers of our gods—our turn will come again
These external goods and cvils come
aud go, but tho gods never perish.”

In another village, called Kotei-karaugkullum



