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THE LUMBER MANUFAGTURERS'
CONVENTION.

The sixth convention and annual session of
the Lumber Manufactures' Association of the
Northweat was held at the Grand Pacific hotel,
Chicago, on Sept. 22,  About 50 members were
present, representing the great Jumber interosts
of the groat northwest. Tho convention was
called to order by tho president, A. G. Van
Schaick, Among thoso present wero A. A.
Carpenter, Uri Balcom, Georgo H. Holt, J. H.
Bwan, William O. Goodman, W. G. Culborston,
and J. A, Culberston, of Chicago; W. Pettic
bone, Hannibal; Charles W, Behrens aud
William Hayes, Winona, Minn. ; D. M. Dul.
anoy and G. W. Dulanoy, Hannibal; Charles
Horton, Winona; G. W, Cable, Davenport,
Towa; J. W. Wells, Monominee ; . M. Glenn,
E. W, Durant, jr., of Stillwater; D. Joyce,
Lyous, Yawa ; C. Lamb, Clinton, Jowa; George
W, Itoby, Ludington, Mich.; E, Auston, C. L.
Coleman, John Parey, W. E, Sawver, and W.
W. Crosby, Lia Crosse; I. McDonough, O. H.
Ingram, and William P, Tearsc, Eau Clairo;
8. W. Farnham and C. M. Maxy, Minneapolis ;
G. W. Backus, Saginaw; J. M. Bassott, Min.
neapolis ; C. Rudduck, Muskegon ; C, N, Nel-
son, Minneapolis; L. B. Wadleigh, Clinton,
Towa, and J. H. Knight, of Ashland.

President Van Schaickoponed the proceedings
by reading his annual address. Ho said :

¢ A review of the lumber trade of the north-
weat for 1885 to this time will show a decline in
values of fully 15 per cent. below the prices of
1883, and a reduction in tho amount sold of 10
per cent. compared with 1834, With no idle
saw mills, unless closed recently, and but a
moderate amount of night-sawing ; with a de.
mand for lumber at wholesale unsatisfactory to
manufacturers, which evon low prices do not
inorease, candid men do not deny that tho sup-
ply has been fully 25 per cent. too great for to
allow a price to prevail that would pay 6 per
cent. upon capital employed and provide for the
ordinary wear of machinery and a reasonable
profit for the risks incidental to business. If
this 18 the true condition of the lumber tradea
further reduction must be made in the annual
supply bofore the business will afford a reason.
able profit, unless the demand for lumber
increases greatly during 1886, or tho cost of
production is reduced, or both. Three methods
suggest themselves, howover, by which good re-
sults may be secured :

1. Reduce the cost of manufacturing lumber,
which will naturally follow a large reduction in
the annual supply.

2. Increase consumption by enlarging the
territory supplied.

8. Reducs production twenty per cont com-
pared with 1885, and pile and carry at tho saw
mills auy surplus above the legitimate demands
of busineas,

Of the throo mothods the last can be made
sucoessful, being absolutely under the contro! of
the manufacturers; and while the others are
correct in theory, they aro not likely to succeed,
as Iabor will naturally advance rather than de-
cline now that other branches of western indus.
try aro recovering from the depression of the
paat, and the number of immigrants abroad has
been greatly reduced.

The atringency of 1873 afected the value of
lumber unfavorably until 1878, when the rapid
increass in tho wealth and population of the
wost, tho extonsion of railroads, the ncreased
production of silver, and satisfactory prices for
grain increased tho demand for lumber and ad-
vauced its valus.  With thesc precedents, and
the fact that no branch of western industry has
wholly recovered from tho cffects of tho recent
stagnation and financial stringency, how can wo
hope to find buyers for mora than 5,000,000 foct
of lumber in the wostn 18362 The markets
of the western states absorbed g0 large an
amount of lumber in 1852 and 1883 that manu-
facturers continuo to baso the supply on tho
sales of thoso yoars, and now whon doalers in
tho distributiog markets fail to advanco prices
from the prosent low standard they cannot bo

censured by manufacturers, who alono aro ro-
sponsible for tho overstock, and whilo at this
seston of tho yoar fully half the visible supply
of lumber is usually ownod Ly yard-dealers,
they are wholly at the moercy of tho owners of
logs and lumber, for while the yard dealers

must await tho slow routine of consumption to
disposo of his stock tho manufacturor consigna
s etoady volume of lumber to the wholesale
markots and disposes of it at tho current market
price, and ofton at forced sale, and by this
moans becomes responsiblo for continued low
pricos.

I consider the foregoing as an additional
reason why tho manufacturers should oaiefully
adjust the future supply to mect the cstimated
demand, and congratulate cach othor that the
abundance of money and the moderate rato of
interest, togother with the profits of recent
yoars, havo enabled them to bridge over the
past,

A reduction in tho hours of labor in saw-mills
has been proposed by manufacturors of exper
icaco a8 » remedy for over-production, and they
estimato that a chango to a 10-hour system
would reduco the production of lumber nine por
cent,

If adopting tho 10-hour system would result
in a reduction of but five por cent. in the
quantity of jumber manufactured I would
regard the change beneficial, for it is the last
five per cent, of lumber produced that over-
stocks the market usually and the dread of its
coming that causes weak and declining markets.
I fear, however, that mill-owners would resort
to night sawing to keop their present annual
production good, and thoereby increaso the de-
mand for men and possibly add nine per cent.
to tho cost of sawing the entiro production,”

A. A. Bigelow, the treasurer presented his
rop.ort.

Tho report of tho secretary, E. S. Hotchkis,
was road and accepted by the cunvention.

A comnmitteo on business was thon appointed
and the convention took a recess until 2 o’clock.
On re-assembling the following officers of the
association wore elected for tho ensuing year:
President, A. G. Van Schaick ; Vice-l’msidont,
G. C. Moerriman ; Treasurer, A. A. Bigelow.
Directors, 12 E. Cieepin, White Lake, Mich. ;
A. T, Lay, Traverse City, Mich.; E. W.
Durant, Stillwater, Miun. ; 0. H, Ingram, Eau
Claire, Wis., R. G. Peters, Manistes, Mich. ;
W. 0. Goodinan, Menomince, Mich.; J. H.
Swan, Muskegon, Mich, ; P. M. Musser, Mus.
catine, Towa; George W. Cable, Davenport,
Towa; C. L. Coleman, La Crosss, Wis, ; J, M.
Gould, M.tne, Ill.; G. W. Roby, Ludington,
Mich. ; S. W, Farnham, Minneapolis; W. H.
Laird, Wit 2. Minn.

The committee ou busincss then presonted its
report, and suggested the following tepics for
tho discussion of tho convention :

1. Has the domand for and the consumption
of lumber in 18835 been equal to tho supply ?

3. Do tho present and prospective prices of
other commodities warrant hope of a material
advanco in the price of lumber?

3. Considering tho existing demand for lum.
ber, and the supply of logs and lumber in sight,
what will be a reasonable log supply for
1866 ?

4. If the current price of lumber in tho dis.
tributing market 1s too low, is it tho manufac-
turer or yard dealer who 18 responsible for low
prices?

5. Can a system of firc insurance on lumber at
tho saw mills bs adapted whereby the present
promium can be reduced ?

The najor portion of tho afternoon was occu-
pied by tho members in giving expression to
their views upon these questions and in re.
ceiving reports from numerous boom companies
not roprosented in the convention, Thogeneral
tonor of the discussion was that the supply for
1885 was groatly in oxcoss of the demand, and
that somo specific measures should be taken in
order to remedy tho evil of over-production.
Many contended that the fault of over-produc.
tion Jay with the manufacturors. It was
stated that the low prico of lumber had
groatly stimulated building but that business
had boen done without a fair profit to the
manufacturer. An offort was mado to commt
the association to an advance in prices of 15, per
cent, but this was voted down, It was unani.
mous opinion of the convention that the supply
should bo reduced, and on motion of A. A. Car.
penter it was resolved that if tho stock of 1886
was 8s largo as that of 1835, with tho present
atock left over, thore was nohope of an improv.

od condition of prices, aud recommendivg that

for tho next season there Lo A curtailment in
total production and old stock of at lesst 20 per
cent,

After a lengthy discnssion of tho question of
firo insurance tho matter was referred to a com.
mittoe, to be hereafter appointed by the,chair,
to ruport at the next convention.

A resolution wae unanimously adopted do
claring that the constantly-fluctuating railroad
tariffs effected a sorious demoralization in the
lumbor trade, creating uncertzinties amoug
dealeraand undue and disastrous compotitions,
peactically placing at short incervals what
operates as an embargo on business, and recom-
monding the formulating of a memorial to' tho
managers of the railroads of the northweat
asking that changos in railroads tariffs be not
made oftoner than at intervals of three months,
bolioving that the iuterests of the railrond
companies in this mattor wore coincident with
those of the manufacturers, dealers, and con.
sumers of lumber,

An attempt was made to commit the associa-
tion to a general law in favor of ten hours as a
legal day’s work for laborers employed by the
manufacturers, but tho matter was finally lawd
over until the neat convention.

The convention then adjourned to meet in
Chicagoon the third Wednesday in April,
1886, —Zumberman’s Gazette.

CO-OPERATION.

The Timber Trades Journal says :—Thero was
a very good article in ono of our American con-
temporaries about the inclination in the present
day to dispenso with the middleman, . e, to
bring the consumer and producer face to face
without the assistance of any third party. The
co-operative stores which took fast hold here,
and have now become one of cur recognised in-
stitutions, were undoubtedly tho thin ond of
the wedge as far as the wholesalotrade was con.
cerned. In America they do not encourago co-
operation, though abroad there is now a grow-
ing tendency to trade on the mutual system,

Here the competition is 8o keen that every
cffort is made to reduce tho cost of the article
produced, and as this has apparently reached
its minimum in actual production, the only
thing left to combat is the charges on it after it
leaves the manufacturers’ hands.

Wo do not believe, however, that io Great
Britain, in spite of the success tho co.operative
stores have met with, that the scrvices of an
intermediate agent will ever bo done away with
in London, and in tho timber trade especially,
tho advantages of a broker or go-between are s
obvious that buyers and sellers will alwafs be
ready to support them.

As a matter of fact me~chants gencrally have
been ablo to hold their own against co.operation
and the leading houses keop their connection
together in spito of tho svores and cost prices,
There can be no doubt that .he percentage of
profit has been greatly reduced in consequence
of the co-operative competition, and o large
turnover at a reduced rato is now the modo of
doing business.

THE mauopicipal authorities ¢f A adras have
extended the right of suffrage to women.

THE TINBER SUPPLY.

Mr., Bost, of the forestiy division of the
agricultural departmont, suppljes the following
figures to corroct an erroncous atatement regard.
ing the are of improved and unimproved land,
it the United States recontly telographed from
Michigan: The sujerficinl area of the United
Statos is, outside of the District of Columbiy
and tho Indian territory, 1,856,000,000 acres,
Thoro aro 44,555,000 acres in forost, 285,000,000
acros of improved and 1,126,000,0000f unimpror.
ed and wasto land. At tho prosent rate in which
the foroat is disappearing, the timber cannot be
expected to Iast longer than 20 or 25 years.

In Michigan, tho groatest lumber producing
stato in the Union, tho first saw mill was plant.
od about 50 years ago. At that time it was csj-
ated that there wero 159,000,000,000 feot of
white pine standing in the forests of tho state,
Tho cstimato for 1885 js 32,000,000,000 feet
which shows it haa disappearod at the rate of
2,300,000,000 feet annually for 50 ycars. The
extimated amount cut into lumberin Michigan
in 1881 was 5,100,000,000 fect, board measure,
which is about ono-sixth of the whols amougt
cut in the United States for that year,

BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS.
Theo following are the roturns issued by the
Board of Trade, for the month of Aug,
1885, and also for the 7 months onding Aug,,

1885
MONTIl KNDED 38T AUq, 1885,

uantity.  Valye
Q[.oadc. .c.e

Témber (Hewn ).
RUSSI® covt veevnniiin veennnees. £2,836 90,901
Sweden and NOrWaY,...veieenenne., 63,598 £9,073
Germany.eeessnees teve o0 sesseesss 37,051 76,388
United States . RTATR)
Britsh India...... 81,014
British North America.ciieieeesas. 75,708 885,708
Other Countrics...ieenns.s teemenes 37,670 57,617
Total...... cesens seessinaneeeed 200,997 719,431
Timber (Sawn or Split,
Planed or Dressed),
Russia cooos tovnnnieeianen coennen 804,775 418,233
Swoden and Norway. . .eseeenneees 827,202 484,05
British North America. .o oeu000.0 307,009 504,716
Other Countries.veeiseeenssneone.. 30,002 96,371
Total.......... vesesseesaae +4+.060,018 1,633,381
Staves, (all #izc8)ceveeraniss 14,121 50,771
Mahogany (tons)...... eesiteniienene 8,414 20,193
Total of Hown and Sawn 910,015 2,252,512
RIONT MONTII8 ENDED JULY 81sT 1885,
Timber (Ueun).
RUBSIN cocieians voniiunenans seeee 108,282 306,551
Swed-1and NoTWaY.eeeeseeee,...0.375,318 623,106
GeIMu A eensiiansneisionncenenasse 828,718 B11,5%4
Unitod StateS....oeeeenne veeeenees 113,007 371,205
British India coee.evese esetviiaanes 25,400 844,056
British North Amcrica..eees cinnnen 127,160 557,637
Other CountrieS.venvan v ouvaioes. 275,098 359,012
Total vecveeseraneaneree cues 1,308,844 3,007,191
Tunbder (Sawn or Split,
Planed or Dressed),
RUBSIAvecserere ceveneens sonaanane G47,080 1,366,435
Sweden and Norway .. ............1,126,962 2,371,944
British North Ameriea ceeeee..... 452,803 1,128,952
Other CountricS.eesesesecereciase. 245,185 781,042
Total ere cen s oveen.. 2,472,220 5,509,313
Staves (all 8i268)iceenrerocneeas seees 76,013 322,898
Mahozany (tons). ........ .. 88,652 339,764
Total of Hewn and Sawn..... 000.:3,781,073 8,606,504

LIVERPOOL STOCKS.
Wo take from tho Zimber Trades Journal tho following Comparative Table showing Stock
tof Timber and Doals in Liverpoot un Sopt. Ist 1854 and 1885, and also the Consumption for

ho month of Aug. 1884 and 1885 :—

' Conswnption | Consvmption
Stock, Sept. 151! Stock, Sept. 15t.1for the 1munth ofifor the month of
1885, ‘ 1885, Aug 1854. Aug, 185,
uchec Square Pine......... sesstenieieanes 424,000 1t 820,000 {t.
et Whnes Boand,cooo i g0 1t 1000 309,000 1t. 264,000 ¢,
St. John Pine.. BN . 19,000 ¢ ,000 ¢! 3,000 ¢ 00,000 *
Other Ports Pine 0,00 * 44,000 ¢ 12,000 ** 1,000 **
Rod Pino....... 06,000 ** ,000 ** 4,000 ¢¢ 1,000 *
Pitch Pine, hewn 046,000 *¢ 615,000 ¢ 105,000 ¢¢ 159,000 **
. Sawn .. 477,000 *¢ 734,000 ** 122,000 ¢ 000 '*
PIANKS. .. civrciiniionnneccnnnen 85,000 ¢ “R,000 ¢ 12,000 ¢ 14,000 **
Dantzle, &€, FIf covvie vaviine o vevnnnne 50,000 ¢ 63,000 ¢ 12,000 ¢ 3,000
Sweden and Norway Fir. oievirneinea una., 67,000 ** £8,000 * 00,000 ¢* 3,000 *!
Oak,Canadian and Amaerican . 357,000 ** 321,000 ** 108,000 ** 87,000 **
‘ Planks . ,000 ¢¢ 119,000 *¢ 31,000 **
“ Baltlc... 000 5,000 *¢ 3,000 ¢¢ 1,000 *
Elm..cieen 53,000 ‘¢ £1,000 ** 24,000 ¢
Ash........ . 82,000 ¢ 7,000 ¢ 1,000 ¢
Birch..... Cereese . 140,000 ¢ 51,000 ¢ 28,000 **
East India Teak 742,000 ** 1,000 ¢ £,000
Greenheatt.cooeeess 93.0(30 o« 15,000 ¢¢ 7,000
N.B. &N.8, ﬂa;uoc Deals m,x;'a; sj&!s. } 9,365 stds. *.678 atds
%cbco!‘ine&SprucoDul 4,611 ¢ 2,800 ** $,057 *
Ualtic Red Deals, &Covoues . 2,032 ¢ 08 o 1,658 ¢
Baltlc Boards..... S essentes secetecsssisan 50 ¢ my ¢ 0 ¢ 28 ¢
¢ prepared FlooriBReeseeesess sovese 8,312 O 2,420 ¢ pURl 1,438




