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School Legisiation.

One of the most important Billa that engaged
the attenti m of tho Legislataro of Ontario during
the session that has just cloged was the Bill intro-
Quced by the Hon, Mr. Crauks, *to amend the
several acts respecting tho Education Department,
Pubhe and High Schools, and the University of
Toronto.” The Bill has now bheen assented to;
and, as was promised, we proceed to give texts of
the parts that most materislly aficet the Public
Schools. It will be seen on examination that the
responsthility of providing and securing the most
urgently needed reforms—umversal professional
training, and an improved method of granting im-
proved third-cluss certiticates—will devolve on the
Education Department.  We wait with cousider-
able anxiety the regulations for the conduct and
management of the Connty Model School.

In order to be clearly understood the Bil must
be read iw connection with chapters twenty-seven
and tweunty-cight of 37 Vietoria, popularly known
as the Consolidated High and Public School Acts
respectively, to which constant reference is made
iu the various amendments.

To 27 Vie., ¢. 27, 8. 27 (3), relatiog to the ex-
amination for admssion into High Schools, is
added :—

(1) “ Anl” (Education Department shall) ¢ de-

‘“clare the cquivalents for the same’ (entrance
examination) ““for Public School teachers and rwce
“rversn. Also to determine the equivaleuts to

¢ High Schools and Coulegiate Iustatutes, where®

‘““pupils successfully pass examination hefore
“{)v,:mmd societies in Canada, or the British Do-
““ minious, such asany University, the Law Society,
‘“the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and the
“like. Also to arrange with such societies for
“similar subjects in certain examinations.”

(2.) ¢ Also shall arrange with Trustees or Boards
¢ of Pubhic Schools, for constituting one or more
¢ of the Public Schools to be the County Model
“Schoul for the prelimnary traimng of Public
«“School Teachers, subject to the general regula-
¢¢ tions of the Department.”

Instead of having the Normal School examina-
tion attheclose only of a session, sub-section seven-
teen, s. 27 is amended,

(3.) ““To reyaire at any Normal School or Train-
*ing’Institution in the Province, exanumations to
“he held from tunc to time of the students thereof,
“angd to prescribe regulations for such examina-
““ tions.”

Provision will likely be made to allow
teaciters to attend the ¢ Education Lectures” ex-
clugively, that are delivered in the Normal
Scliools.

Tnstead of ““teaching in the Public Schools of the
elements, among other things of natural history,
agricultural chemistry, mechauics,and agriculture,”
we have the following phrascology substituted:—

{4.) <“Provide, by the training of teachers, the
¢ programwe of stndies&and special regulations,
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‘“for elementary teaching in the Public Schools,
‘and amongst other subjects of the rudiwents of
‘“agricultural chemistry, mwechanics, and ngricul-
‘ ture, hut these subjects ave to be optional.”

In connection with the certificating of students of
any Normal Schoal or Training Institution in Brit-
ish Dommions, and examnation of Public School
Teachers, an amendment requires:—

(3.) ““Such further conditions to be complied

“with by candidates for Public Schools Teachors’
“certiticates, as will secure duly qualified teachers
| ““in the several schools.”
] Sub-section twenty-three, ¢, 27, .27, is amended
; S0 as to extend the power of the Department upon
;. the report of the Central Commttee to grant
1 second.class certaticates. The amended sub-suvotion
is as follows :—

(6.) ¢“'To award (upon the report of the Central
““ Committee of examiners) tirst-class and second-
““elass vertiticates respectively, of ynalication to
“Publhic School teachers, under such regulations
‘“and programme as may be determined by said
“Counci, and apon the report of such committee,
*“to award also second-class certifices to candidates
¢ for first-class certificates, who come up to the
¢ ztandard for sccond-class certiticates, but who
‘““tail to come up to the required standard for
““first-class certiticates.”

Provision is made in c. 27, s. 31 (24), for trans-
mission of entrance examination papers to Public
School Inspector only. The Mimster of Education
shall

17.) “Transmit to the Public School Inspector,
Sorsuch other prrson as the Minister may appoint,
“the exammation papers  prepared by  the
te Central Committee for the admission of pupils to
I+ High Schooly, and Collegiate Institute, or other-
Cwise”

The certificates given by the Minister of Educa-
tion as per ¢. 27, s. 31, (12) to persons trained in
| any British Normal School or Training institution
Fareto be particularized as certificates of qualification
| ““of thetirst or second-class ™ (8). The evidence of
the ability and aptitude to teach is to be decided,
not by * certiticate,” 8.31 (12a), but by “‘examina-
tion” (9).

The Minister of Iliducation shall furnish such
rules and instructions 2s he may judge advisable
m regard to the proceedings of mstitutes, and the
best means of pramoting and clevating the pro-
fession of school teaching and increasing its use-
fulness. C. 27, s. 31 (16), and

(10) ¢ Encourage Teachers’ Associations.”

Committees of investigation appointed to inquire
into any school matter are empowered

(11} ““‘To administer oaths to witnesses, or re-
“quire them to make solemn aflirm.tion of the
“truth of the matters they may be examined
“upon.”

Hatherto the Minister was authorizea to add one
hundred per cent. to sums expended in purchasing
prize and library books only, when such articles

were bougfe@gewhere than at the Department ;
but now{hie may. make payment -




