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INTRODUVCTORY LECTURE ON
CUHEBRCI HIRTORY.,

BY DR. BURXS,

mind and of the human charmcter; and this
Chiirel History supplies by opening up the spring »
of action, and ealibiting man under varied and ever
shifting influences.  ‘Ulie philosopher of civil hir -
— tory will Inbour in vain if he ovcrlooks entirely

(Read s the Invrnty Hall of Kuox's College,on * the influcnce of religions causes, which are the
Thursday, Naezinter 3, 1848.) | strongest of all s winte the philosopherof ecelesi-

| nstical history will Jose hixwatk if he limit his

Custrraey—Twctures on Chareli Histery, ase ! researchies to the intluchee of relizious causes on

Notices and Editorial ................... ces 0
Sustentation Fund.... o 41 1 not 1o be wdenafied wal istozeal aunals.  lnor- andiridual character alone. God i« the momi
Ietter on Cholena.......... ... .o 43 der 1o fectere upon any subject, indved, a general | Governor of nations; and the Student of Church
Obnm!r)'-—\\’m. Osgoode Bastingit...oo....coo 38 ’ outhne of the sulject 18 presupposed ; and an ana- | History waits on Hir mighty movements, in Fis
The Fathers of the Free Church, No i « 44 tyneal and chronologiral chart of the leading | gradual sulyngation of uil things to the setting vp
l'rcc_ Qh\lrch. Wondstock...coeeiieneieinnenrenees 35 1 revoitttions m the lustory of the Church may, yea © of that kingdow which shall Iast foreter.
St:wmncsof Education.. < 33 ought to precede all éiscussion regarding them. But}  The bistory of religious truth teadk to the thinl
Miscellaneous .oeeuviveereniiineicieveneecee eaennt 46 " a e Prafessor of Chunelr Thstory™ ou;ﬁu vot to b | of ita reality hy ity influence on wmorals.  “Thet ia
T TR AL aamase L a mere chronicler, e muet lecture npon the {mech to arieve every sensible and virtuous mind
FAREWELL! lustory of the Church, feaving a faree part of the fin the causks which have iy all ages intetfered
There is a word which nonc but they, history iteelf to be leamt frum books.  Chureh § prevent the blessed influcnce of titthy fruin l:b!t,ri
Who feel ita pawer can tell— J History, as hmheno, taught, bas been fimited { praetically realized ; and yet the rercarches 88 the
Which perer (e inmost soul —— 1 very much 1o weie parraane ¢ and as the benefiis listorian into the natore and opraation of these
‘That simpls word—farewrell. " of this tnad be rezbzed far better by meana of pri- | eauses, are of great valwe, They show uy the
1t past recalla—to future paints, ! vate readig than by pulime meiveiion, the inter- ! true natare and extent of that vielent hutredto the
With deep and poiguant grief'; I est tahen m the stndy Doy beensmall. - Wellmad ' truthis of God, which i all ages las thamcterized
Uatil our swelling hearts, alone we express regred on this account, when we think ! falien man,  The early departive of 1atn rom
In tears, can find relief. of the peculinr delight wlich the study of Church @ the kuowledge and wurship vf this trie Gud§ the
Farth is indeed a parting scene; History, when propetly comdizeted, st incpire. ¢ vaned forms and phasea of incipient idolutry, with
We mect—bnt meet 10 part,— For, what is really Chonch flistory 1 Tt is the dits wide-spreading influence afterwards, ali over
For scatee our meeting joy is o'cr, t history of God's arrangetients with our world, for 1 the east; the common origin which may he »5.
Tilt farcicell rends the hieart. < displaymg Ins own glay, and sceuting the salva- ¢ signed to all the formsof paganiam ; the chagacter
Yow often in our pilgeim path, i tion of his people: the history of snecessive die- ' and influence of that peculitr system which God
We feel the tender stuan 2 prusations of giace in behalfl of guilty wan: the s was pleased to institate as the precursor of n sull
i history of the docinnes, the worhip, the institutions  more glorivus economy 5 the mighty change which

How oft the picreing, decp-heaved sigh,
Swells from the aclung heart?
How oft cach inward throb is told,
Though tearless be the eve,
v looka expressive more than words,
That speak th* unuttered sigh?
\While we exchange that parting ward,
Qur feclings, who can tcll,
When with some long-loved Tricnd, we take
In time our last farewell?

But though by heaven-bound pilgrimshere,
The panting word is given

*Mid tears of sorrow—still we hope
With joy to micet in heaven.

And meeting there to part no more,
Farewells shall be nnknown;

The hallowed link no more be broke,
Around our Father's throne.

We all muat take 7 laat farewell
Of all that charms us here,
And on the banks of Jordan drop
Our last—our parting tear.
May we then be prepared to leave
Each changing acene helow—
'To plome our wings for brighter worlde,
And strangers be to woc ! XA

, of the visble Church. the isiory of the Jiecinof Chinstianity, in primitive titues, effccted in the
1rue religion on the lterature, the ans, the civili-  moral and sacial condition of man ; and the hix-
zation of the species: the histoty of the relations + tory of modem cfforts for the Christianization of
established hetwint the varied sections of the s the world :—theae are thries of mighty interest,
Church and the ¢ vil communities of en s in a i and they lie dircctly i the path of the Church
{ word, the lustory of il:e comest betwixt truth aml + Historian,  They form at once the literature and
+ error for the mastery  On <oeh a history ouch + the momle of theology : and the controvenviea of
" precions itstruction wav he gmited, and the hise  theology lose much of their repulsive aspect when
torian and hemld of the Churches, may became | viewed in connection with the blissful tmees of
alco the minister of God fr the salvation of his § Fmmanuel's fontstepa in the progressive regene
b penple, ) ation of the human fainily.

i " The value of Church History may be cstimated ‘T'he srudy of Fcclesinstical History embraces
" by reference 10 rome of its legitimate ohjects, | an enguiry into the causes of emror, and mch an

! One of these is the csinblishment of the truth of | enquiry is of great advantage assvpplying in many
canes the neans of exposing and refuting the eyor

itself. Many very plausible opinions and practices
trales the nature and exten? of that evidence, by }h-’l\'c fained currency amongst men, from the
refefthice to monuments of unquestionable rele- | vimple circumstance of their having come tawn to°
vanev. Anbthor ohicet is, the history of the fal- | us with the stamp of & venerablt ahitaoity 5 and
filtnent of prophecy 5 and ih shis relation, Church | the want of any historical recotd of their origin,
istory raiges throngh thé four preat empires of | has been Jield ax a veceipt il full for their titie 1o
antiquity 3 the e bF 186 Groat Redermerhimself; | acceptance.  Now when We can not only exposa
the dealings of God With his ancient people rince | the absurdity of an eiror from s own abetract
the Chiristian era 2 and thic rice, progress,and pre- | character, but point out the time and the circom.-
sent state of the Fastern and Western Antichrists. | stancen of it rise, and of ils firmt introduction intd
A third ohject is, to fumish & map of the human ' the Church; when we can trace it 10 cernim

the Gospel by argumetts derived from its mapid
propresa andd sucerss s whd Chareh History illus.
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