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A ClIliPl.3PE PItINTING I>RE-SS IN RICHIMOND.

1 [lave often lieard of te clicapiicss andî< abundance
of biooks in China, and icît a goud dciii of curiosity
ta sec ic îîroccss ai riiitiiig. I sav,tUic atiieri day, a
Cliiuiese lriîiting îîrcqs iii zctual opcration iii Iticli-
îîîaîîd, Vit. Leta nie try ta describe it l'or the rentders
oi tlie Journal

lt %vas ait the Richmonid Female Institute. Dr. Bail,
af Catiton, wlîa lias licou sixteci years a Missiutiary
iii China, %vas exlîibiting lus collection of Citinese tu-
rio;ities ta the youîîg ladies of tiat Institution. Tlîc
spa'i>us hall oi tlie Institute had becii arrangcd for
the purpoi;c, and thc wtîlis were iîung ait routnd witlî
ti'c I*ranitig and grotes 'tc piietures of China's idols,
and te deliuieatioîis oflh li auiistnments wlîich tiiey
sitppioïe ta Lie iriticteit on the îvicked. Sevtrai score
of littie battere-i deities, aof ail sorts and bizes, in aIl
im-.igi nuble îîasuîtres, saine standing on une le-,
atlieri zupplortid by turties andl snakes, soine riding,
an ti<gers, anîd nce stand'ing an lus lîead wvitlî his liceis;
in thie air, ivere staring us iii tIle face %vith great

gagl yeq, iîntil really one coulil ainiost fiîncy lie
WMa, in a lic ititen lanîd, whîere tiiese things tire thias
para'ied forth, nat as objects af curiosity, but of ivar-
slîip, uaL -.- in-itters af sport, but of reverence aîîd
dreail Hverv aile or tie im.îgces before us lIîd
-trtu-.tliy beciî afiortid. It was asaidileniîig, sickeuing
feeling tlîat ramie over me as 1 passcd front onc ta
anothleroithesc làiidvous delinieatiais, aud remenibered
tlit ta these tliigs, and sucli as thiese, ont thard ai
Uie lîuin-i race bon', and rentder tue itonage due ta
<lnd It was alinost as if 1I hitd wvalked uvitît Hzekiel,
ini the vi4ion, tliroiigh the Ilcîaiberi or iîîîager'y
and belîcld Ilevcry fori ai creeping tlîingsi arnd
aboîîiiable beasts, aîid ail t!ic idois of tlîe bouse ai
Isracl lîariraîy.d upon the xx. .ll round about." But 1
d.id not intcîîd ta speak af tliesc tliings.

Anaong the articles on tie table, whicli Dr. Bal
exiîibited and explaiticd, tliere ias a comnplcte and
veritable Ciîinesc printitîg press, ane ai te kiîîd ne-
'.îtaIIy iii use tit uver China, and %vitlî wihich tliev
pri t clîcaîter titan tîte forcigners tiiere cati, witli ail
ithe aid ai teir invenîtive genius and aaaclinery.

The Chinese, as is welt knawn, di) flot use inare-
able mî't.îiic type ais ire do, tiotigli aof late some have
been maxîufatîired by tîtu Niýsàiotinries, butas yct
they are utiaiblu tu cuaijcte %rith the native îîrintérs
for chcapneàs. Whatc% cr tiicy ivisl ta plint as first
ecut upon wvoudcu blocks. Tue iv.ood ai the pear trec
is înost used. The article which they. wvislî printcd
lîaving been copied fiirly, is p:tsrcd %wtth a tin paste
niade of rie wvatcr, tu the sinootli face of' the blork.
The paper is rubbcd off, tlac black marks af tue ivrit-
ing reniain, and te ti rkîîtii oroceds ta cnt eut aIl
the ptlaces wlîerc utu blaULk appeaLrs. Thîis is thc type-
4etliny part ai te praccss. Nowv for tlîe printang.

Tue iînplecnecîts uscd consist of a saucer fillcd xvith
ink, jwhiiclî is a mixture ai lainp black and riee-wa-
ter,) a large brusîx mnadecoutuf tie fibres ofia pecuiîr
kiad af bark, and a board an whicî te ink is pourcd,
atîd rubbeditp waUîi Luis brusia. Tiîis constitutes te
inkingi apptareils.

The press itseif consista of a small bit ai woou
about as long as the paîge tu bc prîntcd. and perhap.
hall an. ic tick, anîd tira inîcites ide. Sanie ail
tite fibres of iliat sanie bark ai îvhiclî thc brusi isl
inafle, are wrapped aroutid it so as ta make iL a littie
clastic, and tted nt te top so as tu fortin a sort ail

lîtndie. It clin be hcld and used somewliat as a
sniootiing irou i ould bic in ironingclothus.

T1he 'ilock lîaving bccn prolitrcd, is placet] firmly on
a table. 'fle operator, whlo, ini China, always iils at
biis %York, rulis his brusi on tc board oni whiclî thc
irikhias beenpoured, and then liasses it over theo lo.c
su lis ta ink: the characters. By bis side lie a nuniber
or iles of palier eut ol'suitable size. Otte of Uîeie is
laid on the block, and prcssed or ironed down equably
wvitl thu- bit of cavered Wood I have described.
Vint is ail.

The wvhole apparatus xnay cost about a dollar. It
is portable, compact, and flot hiable to geL ont ai or-
der. A littie practice en ables anc to pruit %Yitti toltr-
able perfcctness. Severatl of the Young lauie'q ' the
Institute priîîted a fcw sheets in arder to sep tkn. it
%vas donc; probably the first Chinese printing that
iVas ever done in Richîmond.

Tiiere are tlîrc reniarkablc facts whlui 1 ivill
notice in connecr.ion with this description :

1. The first is, that, t1he people of Ch1ina are entphati-
rallg a reading people. No nation that ranks aniong
tie unciviiized lias so large a proportion of inliabi-
tants ivho cati read; and sanie that arc civilized are
not mfuvh lit adrance of Ilim. And Christin books
are read by tiumn, are preserved and circulated froni
one to aniotlier, Mîiecn phaccd in their hiands.

2.The second is, titat thepriin:ed language o! China
it flic saine all over ite Emnpire, notwithstandiuîg the
dlifferencesinla teir spokcnlangn4age. tlCazitoijtàitn
cannot understand a Shangîti mana mpeul.ziig ta Jira.
Hut anything printed or written is equally intelligible
tu thcm, bath. Thtis may lie iilustrated by the figures
or IlArabic characters" iv idci %we use and twhici mtea
tic saine to the Englisli, French, German, Italian or
Turk. Tlie Citinese citaracters (like the figures 1, 2,
3, &.)stand for words, i t letters, and ience, tliongli
pronouncred dilYercntly, ... e written tlîe sanie, aîid un-
derstood alike by theia ail.

3. This prîn1l l.anguage is the longue of onc third
oart of the human race. Shall any exertions bu dcati-
cd too great wliiciî may be nccdfii, in ordcr tu give
tiien tic word of God, so that, tlîcy xnay rend Il i
tlteir own tonguc ilercin tiîcy ivcrc boni ?'

B. 'M., Jn.
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LETTER FROM CONSTANTINOPLE.
Titis capital lias for some lengtli of time hccn tho

.;ce of many mysteriously perpetratud robberics of
lionises, and tlîe equally mysterions and suildn dis-
?LltlIarance af many an Eîîglish private or A. Il. On
te ?nd January a gipsy calme to the chîier CaVaSS,

oir superintendient af police, and offéred ta discloso
the i,:îunt of a, gang of mnurderers on payment of a
rewvard of one thousand piastres. Tliougi hante-
tIiately sccuired, lie refuscd to divuige a single fact
witlîout the' promise af the above suni. The' tiareat
of inimediate excution was ncxt triedl on him, wvlien
tlîegilzy dcclaredtUic wl:ole as agotup story. licre-
upon lie wvas sent in the charge of a cativass to tîto
lîrisnn, but inanaged to mako bis escape. Ncxt
morning lic was iound dcad in the open street Nvith
four depp gashes in his brcune It is supposcd that
the gang got 'wind of the gipsy's inîtentions ta bu-
tray thteni aînd accordingly quietly deslpatclicd hini.
In the oecning af the 3rd, as somtie cavasses %vcro
înaking their rounds in one of the streets of Galata,
they observed Iwvo inca carrying a large bag between
dlicta, apparcîîtly witi ranch dilficulty. The police-
men suspected tiien, wlicn thcy lut fîil ticir bng
and took to their hccls. Tîte bag was fou nd tu con-
tain thebodyofanuEnglishsoldier, with abulletthrough


