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ther exhaustive, leaving nothing to his suc-
cessors but to reiterate and enforee its
weighty monitions and requivements.

Had that despateh been attended to by
the tocal anthorities in Indin as it deserved
to be, and ought to have been, British con-
nection with Indian superstititions and idof-
atries would have speedily and everywhere
come to o satisfactory end.  But there was
a tervible vis inertiw, the vesidum, oy fossil-
ized petrifaction of formee Christianity-re-

wdiating and idolatry-fostering times, to

¢ encountered abroad’; while it was well
known and understood that luekwarniness,
or even avowed antagonism, as regarded the
in object of the despateh, was the pre-
vaidng seatiment in the Indian scnate of
FEeadenhall Steeet.  Consequently, vears
F:lssc:l without any active steps or mensures
wing taken to carry its provision. into prac-
tical efiect.

At leageth, however, the patience of the
Cluistian people hegpan to be exhausted
ogitation was renewed; public meetings
were held, and petitions and memorials were
addressed to the British parliament.

Aroused veluctaatly from their cherished

slumbers, the potentatesof Leadenhal Street
hegan partially to bestiv themselves,  Ovders
of adiiuted kind weresent to India.  Some-
thing began to be done, in fochle ineflective
forms, in divers places.  Still, the British
Christian public—not cansclessly suspicious
—kept a jealous and watchful eye over
them.,  Fresh discussions in the British par-
liament; fresh demands for Indian papors
and oflicial doruments on the subject ; freah
anpointments of committees of inquiry ; all,
all tended, with greater or less hupetus, to
{u‘n;w-! the reformative enginery which had
een st in motion,  Slowly, srumblingly,
procrasiinatingly, link aficr link o the oidi-
ous connection, by here alittle and there a
little, was broken or dissevered ; and now it
is with gratitade to the God of providence
that we are enabled to aunounce that, so tar
as Tndian legislation is concerned, the very
dust link: of the vast, and apparently adamai-
tine chain, has recently been shivered to
atoms.

Ineil within the last two or three months,
there were two regularions in force—one of
1810 of the Bengai code, and one of 1817
of the Madras code—which imposed certain
duties on the Boards of Revenue and the
local agents in the Presidencies of Bengal
and Malras respectively, reluive to “the
due appropriation of the rents and produce
of lands granted for the support of mosques,
Hindu temples, and other purposes.”  Well,
an act was recently introdiced into the Su-
preme Legislative Council of India, entitled
“An Act to enable the Government to di-
vest itself of the management of religious
¢ndowments.”  But in the preamble of the
act it was particularly explained that its

express purpose was to repeal the objection-
alle remtiations ahove weferved to, and hence-
forth * to relieve the Boards of Revenueand
the loeal agents from the duties imposed
upon them' by the said regulations,
“so far as these duties embirace the super-
intendence of lands granted tor the support
of inusques or Hindu temples, and for other
religious uses ; the approprintion of endow-
ments wade for the maintenancee of such re.
tigious establishments 5 the vepair and pre-
servation of huildings conneeted therewithy
and theappointinent of trustees or managers
thereuf; or involve any counection with the
mansgement of such religious establishe
ments.”  This very important act, afier due
consideration and discussion, was passed by
the Supreme Council, and on the 10th
March last received the assent of the viceroy
and governor-general of India.

The local governments are imperatively
required “ as soon as possible after the pass
ing of this act,” to make special provisions,
after the nanaer indicated in the act itself,
for carrying its olject into speedy and com-
plete cfivet.

The pavagraphs, which Iny down, with
unmistaheable clearness, the principles on
whicl the local governmentsareto proveed
in thus consummating the final and complete
severance of the British government from
the mosques and temyples, the superstitions
and idolatries of India, extend to seven or
cight quarte pages, and all that is needful
to be said on the subjeet, so far as coucerns
the intevest of the general publicin the mat-
ter, is, that the principles and rules, <o com-
pletely laid down, appear to be altogether
uuexceptionable ; and, when fully caried
ottt—sts cartied out they must now erc long
he—the nutoward and ill-omened alliance
which resisted and scemingly defied the per-
tinacious, life-long assaults of Poynder,
the thunder and the lightning of the clo-
quence of Wilherforee, and the grandly-ma-
Justic state papers of Charles Grant, will
wholly evanish from the stage of existence,
and be forever huried with ** the wreek of
things that were ¥’

Anew cause of thankfulness, verily, to
the God of providence, who, though sittirg
behind these elements, and apparently in-
coguisant of human affairs, is, nevertheless,
watching over, guiding, controling, and di-
recting them all towards the accomplisk-
ment of his owninfinitely wise and gracious
designs ! A fresh ground, too, of cncour-
acement and liope to all who, under the
vloud and tempest of frowns and opposition,
have to fight the battles of humanity znd
trath ; that however, often defeated, or long
slumbering in the sepulchre, to them, or
their successors, the fizal glorious victory
is sure. .



