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2. So soon as wve have ascertaitied the chiaracters of a conisid-
erable number o? species, we fiind thiat ini thecir ncarest resemiblanices
thecse do not constitute a linear series, but ranethemselves iii
grrouip- more or less Separated froml cadei otlier like conistellationls
ini the lwve nsd hiaviwg relationships tendin)g wîitl more or
less tbrce in différent diretions. This miot only introduces coin-
plexity into our systeins, but rendors it imipossible to represent
thieni adequatcly in writteni or spoken discourse, or even by tables
or diagranis. We tii and spcak of things in series, but nature's
objeets arc not so arranged, but ini groups radiating- fromn cadi
othier like thc branchies of a. troc; and our imnperfeet mnodes o
thionglt and expression are severcly testcd in the attempt to
1nndeIrstand nature, or to eouvcy ideas of Classification to the minds
of' otbers.

3. The considerations abovc statcd oblige us to eniquire whiat
leading, eharacters w'e mnay take as the principal thiread of our
arrangement, so as to make this, as natural as possible and at the
saine tinie intelligible. It is simplest to take only one obvions
eharacter, as if fo0r exanuple we were to arrange ail1 anillals accord-
ing to thecir colour or to thi nuniber of ticir limibs;- but tlic greaiter
thc nunîiber of ciaracters WC eau use> or the more ciînpletely we
eau represent the aggr*egate of resenîblances aud differenices, the
more natural will. our -arrangement be, and consequently also thc
mIore scientifie and useful.

Iii attemipting to weigh the several characters presetctd by
any objeet, -we find somc that are ofcdn imiportanice, others
tiat are comparatively unimiportant, thiougb stiîl not to bc
niegîceted; and we find thiat soin indicate griades of comiplexity,
othiers are conncctcd withi adaptations to certain uses, aud others
indic-ate plan of construction. Due weighit must bc gViven to aIl
these kinids and degrees of characters. It is perlbaps in the proper
estim)ation and Vaine of tbeir relative importance and differcat
modes o? application that tic greatest fai lures have been made,

Kceping in view these difficulties of tic subject, we may Ilow
proceed to tic consideration of the more elcmentary of the groups
in wliic we arrange animiaIs.

2. TuE SPECIE.S IN ZooLOGY.

We cannot coasider the animais with whîeh we are famîliar
without pereciviag that thcy coastitute kinds or Species, whicb do
not appear to gyraduate into encli other, and whioh eau bc distin-


