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duty, keep) that before your mind, do your
best and fear nothingçl."

Thîis totally uîîlouoked for speech from
Mrs. Puirdee, astonished lier husband
more than it surprised Tom, but it so
aroused Ais enithuijiasin that after a littie
pause, as thougli w<iting further comment,
lie aîîswered.

IlSo I Wvilly and mnay God lielp me to do
wvhat is my duty!1 and if the preaclier
does not corne to-niglit ll take it as a
call ini that direction."

Mr. Purdee put on an over coat, pre-
paratory for their walk, and Spot Wlho
Lad hitimerto been lying on the liearth,
got up and shook huiuself evidently ex-
pectiiig to keep thim company. Mr.
Purdee thouglit Spot liad better stop at
home, but miglit corne to meet thern
about fine o'clock.

Mrs. Purdee said she would send huxa
about lialf past ciglit, and if lie should
liappen to be early lie would wait at the
door. The (k~g seenied to know wliat
;vas said, for lie quietly resumed lus place
i front of the feîîder, but taking care to
watch every niovemient, and no doubt
listenhig- to ail tliat passed.. The meet-
ing to whicli tliey wvere going wvas of the
kind called hom.e preadting, which for a
long tirne wvas a necessity aînong tlîe dis-
senting portion of the population. In
these out of tlie way valleys the attend-
ance wvas usually liinited to a few neigli-
bours numibering perliaps twenty, but
even iii such. places, on special occasions,
the congre-ation would often b ul
tLat instead of the great kitchen tlie barn
would be required to liold the assembly.

At th2ý-se preacliings the speaker wvas
eommnly of the class known as local
preacliers, but occasionally one of tlie
regular stationed or- itinerant preacliers,
would fiti an appointment. On tliis oc-
casion tlîcy were expecting a preaclier
fromn a town seven miles awvay, and when
Mr. Purdee and Tom got there the liouse
was fuît, many of those prc-sent Laving
corne miles to Lear tlie simplle trnths of
the gospel delivered in. an earnest, ener-
getic extempore manner; totally différent
frorn tlie insipid, lifetess prelections of
thjeir parish churclles.

Mr. Purdlee was himnself a lay preacier,
anmost fearless and uncompromising one

too, wvLere prilîciples, whotheî' of chriïtian
tiberty or doctrine, wcro iii questio.

After waiti>g fur a short tine le open-
ed the rneetiiug by siigiug, aîid prayer,
and proposed to the audienice, t]mat tlîey
slîould lîcar a fe.w wvoïds fri a nmmm,
who a shlort tiiiie bufore lad UUývm';tlàUtiglit
of atteîclimg sucli a îîmeting, mnmchl ess of
addressing tlin.

IlFrimîds, I call upon Tlinms Sîîarr,
to gYiVe out a hliimî, anmd thoen say a few
wvords in Lonour of Lis master, iii whose
sclîooi for soie minthîs lie Las been
studyimg a new languag(,e, and very differ-
ent mnaniiers."

Thus introduced, Tonm NvitL t11rembliing
voice read froîn that beautiful production
of omue of the finest cLristîan por-ts, ",Let
ail men rejoice, by Jesus restoreil, (t.
Tliey sang four verses and Toni opemîed
lis renmarks by saying, I cAi îersonally
voucli for tlie truth of wbat we Lave been
singing. I liave lad no expeieice in
scliooling or book leariiing beyomid plain
reading and a very littie, writig but by
God's Mnercy I have been adrnlitted, as a
very unwortliy ptupil, into the selicol of
religlious experience, and 1. feel it an
lionour to be peîrniitted before you, tlîus
to testify thmat Chist bas been a gracious
master.",

Tom's words were plain; ]îis dialect
wvas broad; but whiît lie iacked iii correct-
ness of speech, le atoiied for iii eariîest-
îîess; deficieîit iiîdeed in doctrinal tlieo-
ries, but ricli iii e-xpetrirnentil acquiaimitance,
lie told Lis liemreis wvhat lus own experi-
ence justified, iii linly but forcible lan-
guage, wvidli went home, like the wel
directed trust, or blowv of tlie gladiator.
He liad wvarrned to lis work, encouraged
by the liearty sympathetie responses of
some of.Lis licarers. There was no0 want
of energy in voice or inii nanner ; luis de-
scriptive power, se fair as Lis lirnited voca-
bulary pernmitted, wvas good ; whule lis
simple sincerity of mnanner carried con-
viction.

Mr. Purdee listeîîed te Lis reniarlis
wvith evidemît lleusure, Lis judgrnent of
Torn's ciaracter -%vas correct. "lThere is
more in that mani, than 'lie knows luxa-
self."

Tom was about concluding lbis remarks
wLen ho was sliglutiity interrupted by t4ea


