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Grasses and JHovage Plants,

The Uses of a Grass-Crop,

The enltivation of the natural and artificial grasses,
and other forage plants, no doubt originated in the
necessity of providing food for domestic animals
duving winter, and at such times as pasturage conld
unt bs resocted to. It would bo interesting to have
the history of hay, for examplo,—~to know who
fuvented 1bt,—awhoso mind Jut on the useful idea of
caring anu s*oring up the green herbage of the field.
Very ik>ly ic was an sccidental thing, Some grass
in its most sucenlent stato had been cut for another
purpise, anl o hungry graminivorous beast ate it
with such evident relish, that the inferencs became
plain, and hay-makiag came into vogus, From
appearan-es, it would seem hardly uncharitable to
soneclule thit many farmers regard this original use
of g3 crap as the only one for which it is worth
cultivat’on. To have enough feed to carry the live-
steck thio 12’ the winter, 13 the beginmng and end of
all their 1feas on the subject.

“TWell, what matters it,” the cursory reader and
sapf il tu uher may ask, “solongasthe crestures
are duly provided for and fed?” We answer, there
can be no good farming when 80 narrow a view is
~utertaine., and it is every way desirabls that what.
cver is ,a¢ ou the farm would be dono inteibigently
and well.

The fi~st and most important use of & grass crop is
0 F!‘rsm've sud 1f possible 1ncrease the fertility of the
w01l ‘Lhese vesults are attained in two ways :—by
r1esting the land from incessant grain-growing, and by
LTIkl d slore of manare with the droppings of the
au'malste ! on the grass.  Both as a rotation and »
fertilizer the judicious cultivation and home con-
sguiption of grass aro of immense value, The two
ph.ases ¢ judicions cultivation,” and ‘““home con-
sumipaon,’ liowever, mean a great deal. Seed:ng
Towu vlule the land us in gond condition ; top-dress.
mgift 12 ave saceessive cuttings taken off ; mowing
at the propor swason ; curing in the best possible
manner ; e comprehended m the former phrase :—
woule seeqing 1t all to_the stock of the farm ; eking

Moreover the grass-field is the source of ono of the
great charms of country hfe. Not poets and roman.
cists merely but ordinary work-a-day people, delight
to inhsle the smell of * new made hay,” and the
scason of hay-making is by common consent a time of
merry-making and enjoyment, A farm without any
meadow would be strangely incongruousand defective,

Orchard Grass for Permanent Pastures

In anawer to enquiries from & correspondent, the
Western Rural has the following article ou the above.
named valuable plant :—

¢*QOrchard grass is one of the most valuable of our
early grasses, and ought to be more generally experi.
mented with, It has, also, the (X\:xmy of growmg
admirably in the shade of trees, and therefore, on well
drained soils, is valuable. Itthrives well on dry, well
drained and especially on rich sandylands. Thereis
no doubt of its permanency in such localities; and,
ripening agit does about the same tune asclovar, itis
valuable in connection with this forage plant. Its
especial value is the early feed which ic makes m
the Spring and its quick growth after being cut or
cropped by animals, except duning drouth, when, like
other fibrous-rooted grasses, 1t stavts slowly.

1t should be sown, when net .n counection with
other grasses, at tho rate of not lees than one bushel
of fourteen pounds to the acre, If sown thin it isapy
to form stools or tussocks. The muddle of August
rour latitude is a good tune to suw it, If not then,
{xave the land properly prepared, smovih and melow
osn the surface, and suw as carly as possible 1a the

ring.

POrc%:\rd grass contains about 40.000 sceds to the
ounce, and the seed ordinanily weigns twelve pounds
per bushel, or fuarteen puanus when thoroughly
cleaned. Thnothy weighs forty-four pounds per
bushel, and contains about 74,000 seeds per ounce
In aceding for a permanent pastuye, orchard grass
should always fona & large pioposuon of the varicties
used,

The following quantities, reenmmeniled in ‘‘Grasses
and Forage Plants” will give a gnnd general idea of
the quantity of seed used for this purpese ‘The

reat mistake usually made is sowng 100 httle seed.
'or permanent pasture 1t 18 recommended to 8ow:

“8{ meadow-foxtail, meadow fescue, red-top and
rough-stalked meadow, each two pounds; orchard
grass and perenmal rye-grass, each six poends ; Ken-
tucky blue grass and Ttalian rye-geass, each four
pounds; timothy and red clover, each three pounds;
white clover, five pounds, sweet scented vernal grass,
one g?nnd, making in all foity pounds of seed per

« 0at Malu touts and gran to make 1t go a8 far as| gepe.

preaible, anl using the utmost and wisest economy
w regand t01t, aac¢ somprehended under the second
vhrase.

Awnther use of a grass crop is to lessen and lighten
farmlsbue,  While in grass, land noeds no ploughiog,
aad in th.s countsry, where the growing season 1s 80
+h.0ot an | huened, this is a most important consider-
atien Tvery farmer should aim so to balance and
errance the wark of his farm, that while the whole
vear stiould he consecrated to industry, there should
0: A luw g.eab rushes as possible. Tho atrain of
» gwian, vu'uate, systematic toil, i far less than
thit of excessiva effort now and then. Moreover,
nny ae comnzlled o hire at certain times because
9. tie urgay of work, that must be dons just then,
Y0 0 & subesl parsst, mught dispense with the hiring,

thie aliaags of thew profiss.  in Britain, grass
*m s are I+7t unbroken for long terms of years, and
.aore scems no good reason why with improved
a2thods of hushandry, wo might \not do the same,
waig cnabling us to bestow more and deeper ploughing
su the tielus that are broken from year to year.

There i3 2lso & mechanical cffect of grass on soils
»f & certain texturo. They loosen, aerate, and mellow
tham. It we mclude the clovers among the grasses,
ag we farcly may m treating of the uses they subserve,
thar lusg tap-ruots aro eminently serviceable in
mechan caily unupioving stiff-lands. A simular in.
fluence is exeited when sodis ploughed under. Evary
farmar kuows into what a nice condition & so0il 18
Lro' zht Ly the rotting of 8 good green sward. Tiis
woull be even more perceptible thanit is, if we kept
our grass lands in higher coudition by top-dressin
'l‘xf wel.-rotted favmn-ysrd manure, and arbificial fertz-

Zers.

Spaaking <till of the clovers, thers is no small
store of wealth i their blooms. Those of them that
arc accessible to ' the Little busy bee,” as are the
wlnte and alsike vareties, ave, in this country, the
gert source of the honey-yield. A completely
storked farm will have s apiary as well as its pig-
sty, sheep-fold, and poultry-yard, and there ure
none ot the hve-stock that will yield a moreprofitable
return, than these untirivg insect workers,

‘This would give the enormons number of 54,000,000
seeds per acre, or about eight seeds to each square
inch. " That it is nut too much is evident from the
fact that old close swards in England have been ex-
amined, upon a square foot of which were about 1,000
plants, or seven to each square inch. One of the
great imstakes among Awerican farmers, in seeding
both meadow and pasture land, 1s the sowing of far
too Jittlo seed to make the 2cieags give the quichest
and largest returns,

Rep ToP GRASS.—A correspondentof a Minnesota
aper writes :  *‘Red top grass will do well on good
air wheat lands.  Sown with grain it makes a irm,
even sod, and is good for pasture or hay It starts
early m the spring, and 1s hetter rehshed by stock
for early spring pasturage than Tunothy grass. Itis
believed to be more free from dust than Timothy
when cut and well cured for hay. Good, fair lands
may yield one aud one-half tons per scrr  As grass
or hay it 1 fine, sweet, nutritious, making a firm,
even sod, well adapted to plough under to enrch
tholand. There has been an old unpresmion that
red top absolutely requires wet, swampy land, but
such opinion scems to be erroncous. I think it may
bo made one of our staple crops for home use. In
sowing, be carciul not to bury the secd too deeply,
as it uught not come up."—Praie Farmer.

‘I'ntorry.—In his interesting essay on ¢ Grasses
and their Culture,” the Hon. J. Stanton Gould,
alluding to our common timothy ¢ Phleum pratense),
states that the largest stock of which he has any
knowledge, was raised by Rev. Charles Collns, of
Montgomery coumy, Pa. It was seven feet, eight
inches long. The heaviest crop raised in this coun.
try was that of John Fisher, of Carroll county, Md.,
making five tons, and 1620 pounds of cured hay per
acre. The heaviest crop he had ever scen was that
of Geo. Geddes, near Syracuse, who cut three tons
of prime hay from a single acre. The authonty states
that an experimental plot at Wolurn, England, cut
40,837 pounds (18 tons, and 517 pounds; of green
tiniothy per acre, which lost 28,451 pounds by dry-
ing.

Implements of Fnsbandrp.

Portable Scaffolding,

It is often necessary to fix up eave tronghs on the
barns, or dwelling-house ; fasten boards or doors at a
distance from the ground, which may have become
loose, ropair the roofing, and a dozen of other diffetent
nick-nacks, all of which require the uso of a ladder in
ordor that they may be reached ; and this unwieldy
article often entails much loss of both timo and
patienco ; for, should the work to be done, extend
over more than a few feet in ares, the oporator has
to descend perhaps repeatedly, and keep moving hia
ladder this way and that, until the whole is com-
pleted-—thus, probably, wasting more tims in bis
shifts than all tho rest of the work put together.

Thero is a simple form of scaffolding which ohviates
all such inconvenience, and it is made thus : Take
two pieces of scantling, 4x 4, or 2 x 6, each about
three feet long, and nail them together at their ex-
tremities, so that they will form a right angle ; brace
theni well by means of two side pieces of inch board,
that they may be quito firm. Next, take a long
pole or scantling, from ten to twenty feet, according
to the degreo of elevation wanted, and cut the one
end of it to fit nicely into the angle alrsady men-
tioned, when the pole itself, or scantling, stands at
an angle against the side of the bmilding. Repeat
this proccss—that is, make ons or two more of the
same, and your scaffold is conplete. In using it, two
men are required, sometimes three, when a middls,
or third support is needed. Set up your angular
pieces (first described) againat the Luilding, with one
end on the ground, and the other jutting out towards
you, and whilst in this position, set on them what
ever planks you require for & footing ; then insert the
prepared end of your poles or scantlings into the
angle, and raise the structure by their means as hugt.
as you desire ; press the lower end of the pole inte
the ground, and all is ready and quite secure. K,
simply moving the lower end of your pole neaver to
or farther from the base of the building, the entire
seaffold is raised or lowered at pleasure,

Punching Holes in Straps.

The punching of holes through the vanious strapsof
a harness, for buckle-tongues, and for sttachmg the
Luckles, 13 & matte:. of considerabls mmportauce, an.
does not, as a rule, receive the attention that it
should. The old method, of punching them from the
upper, or grain side of the leather, hus been generally
abandoned by the munufacturers of fine work, 1.
being deemed injurious to the wear of the leathc:
Tho principal objection atises from the labihty .
the gramn of the leather to crack from the stram o
the buckle-tongue, and to be tho cause, eventually.
of the leather tearing, s it causes such a creas.
where the tongue catches, that 1t injures the textui.
of ths leather, and makes 1t tear the hole more o
less. Inaddition to ths, if the leather is very strong,
the tongue of the buckle is sura to be be hent out 1
shape. All thess objectivns can be obviated Ly
punching from the under or flesh side of the strap,
and by using a punch, the long sides bein% paralici
with the length of the atrap ; the punch should bs
set at an ang%e of about twenty degrees, cuttmng the

hole at such an angle that the buckle tougue will vest
1 1t without throwing any atrain on the muide of the
leather.

Some object to punching the hole trom the wnder
side on account o? 1ts foreing the grain out, and thuy
disfiguring the outsido edges of the hole. This can
be corrected, however, by dnving the punch through
the hole from the outside, which will cut away the
sightly turned edge of the gramn, and set it down
smooth and clean,  It1s not necessary, however, to
repunch any holes except those that will be exposed
when the barness 1s comnplete. Punches should be
as thin as posmble, as tho extra thickness of the
metsl strains the leather.—Harneas Jourrgh



