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The Uses of Clover,

Tt would be vay difivndt to ovei-estimate the im-
purtance of this Coup te all fartnois engagald in mined
husbandiy.  Jus iovodiucton inio sagluml pooduced
an enhire sesvinwon i the Agriculinie os that coaa
try.  Clove, faud the foandativn v all those wise
systums ol towton that hase Sinee made the Agri
calture of Lngland o mudel, and & marvel to the
world. Nor is its impurance mach less ia thuse
sections of America where its values aco appreciated
and rightly applicd,

Clover is valuable.

1. As a forngo plant.

2. As afertilizer.

_Asaforaze crop. its special valae i3 in the guaa
tity and quality ot the hay that st pruduces, and the
rapidity with which i comes to maturity after being
sown. Clover propeily cared, is altuust equal to
good Timouthy, tur beef catile, and much superior to
all other hay, fu. milch stock. In pasture, the same
relative values hold with the addition that, for hogs,
clover is a grand specifie, superior, perbaps. to ail
other grassey,

The specific value of Clover, huwever, lies in its
wonderiul powess as a fertihizer.  In this respect
1t i3 unequated by auy ciop grown on the farm.  The
different wags in wlich ivadds 1o the fertility of land
ave chiely :

1st. Shading the surfuce of the soil.  Owing to its
rapid and lexuriant growth it soon forms a close und
heavy coverng over the soil, that uets as a muleh in
protecting it from tho scorching rays of the sumwmer
sun, At the same time that the svil i8 proiected the
weeds are smothiered vut, and the Jand cleaned up.

2ud. By weritying and dicintegrating the svil. Clover
possesses peculiarly foug and powerful tap-roots, that
peneirate deep, looseiing the soil and admittieg he
air. Thus mapidly changing the plysical conditivn
nut only of thoe soil, Lut of the subsvil also.

3rd. By cffecting important chemical changes, ncces-
sary o enrich the cavth with plant food. Its abundance
of tohage enables Loy =1 o gather from the atmos-
phere imnense slores of gasses that give life to the
plans, which its far reaching roots send deep down
into the earth. Thus a clover field becomes, as it
were, a great reservorr for plant food.  And clover
tself becomes a grest cumnussary, collecting foad
from the catth and e e for whatever crop that
may follow.

Ath. By preventeny washing.  The Clover :mulch
breahs the toree of the hand Leating raing, while the
roots hold the soil in a mat as it were, thus prevent-
ing it from washing

Sth. 2As a green manure  Perhaps no crop is so
valuable for turaing under i agreen stage, as Clover.
I addruon to the nnmense amount of 1ich v egetable
matier mn its abundant joos, the plane iwself is
extremely rich 1 all the mateials aecessary to the
healthful growth of succeeding crops.— Dixie Furmer.
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How to Use an Aze.

Mauk TarLey, in his “Iomo in the wilderness,”
thug discourseth: “To use perfectly the American
wedge-shaped axe (and here let me say that it is the
only axe for felling timber and deing everything
with which is worth one steaw). requires no ordinary
degrev of skill and practice.

+Strength, of courss, has something to do with it,
still a man of only moderate muscular power would
Leat o giant intv being ashamed of himself, if the
~ caker man did, and tho stronger man did not. know
“ow to wicld an axe.

»The axe I prefer for all ordinary purposes ought
to weigh sbout S1b., and it should Le cavefully
mounted or ‘hung,” as the term is, on a springy,
rightly curved bickory handle, ¢ * *

“Let ugsupposeyou are going to fell your Grst tree:
be carcful to discuver haw the treeleans, and always
chouse that side towards which it inclines to begin
on; by doing this yon avoid tho risk of falling the
tree on yourself. Stand off from the trunk, so that
the edge of your axe blade can touch the centre of
it, whnist both yoar hands are grasping tho handle
before tho hnob at the end ot 1t, puipuscly made to
prevent i from shpping out of the grasp in the act of
choppine.

*Fix your cye on a spot about three feet from the
ground on the tree trunh, prant your feet firmly, look
carefully behmd you, to makesure that there are no
smalltwigs orbranchestointercept theaxe;then bold-
ing tho handle by theextremeend, not too irmly, orit
will Jar your wrists, and winrling tho axe at arm's
lengthround your head, bring it obliquely down upon
the spot you have fixed your eye on. If you hring
the edge down on the proper slant, the blado should
be nearly buried in the bark and timber; it you do not
it will ‘glanco,’ and .then look out for your legs.
Repeat this cut if you can; an axe-man would, twice

»

or three times following, in the same place. Should
the tree be, forexample, four foet in diineter, chiopin
the nextent youmake three feetlowes dow nthan where
you made the firat eut, but, this time, horicoutally,
alwava hringine the axoe round atarm « lengih,. This
will gave you the vrght sized clup. touscalumbiret s
plirase, or, what e means, in other words, is, that the
three-feet noteh will enable the chopper to tnake the
wedge end of the tree break in the centre of the

inexperienced men would do, you would find zour
axe Jjammed before yon could chop half way through
the trunk; hence the length of the chop is always in
proportion to tho girth or diameter of the tree tv be
felled. Cut halfway throngh the tree, always heeping
the lower surface horizontal and smouil, as if planed,

then change and begin on the opposue side to thaty

on which you lmve been chopping. precisely i the
Ratne way as you hegan the other cui, whes you are
nearly through, the tree will erack off. and ol couiee
fall in the direction to which it leanedd, tha. is avay
from von.’?

A4 APP 4 —
Tho Early Rose Potato.

Tux: fullowing account of an experument with the
carly Rose Potate corresponds in ita general tenar
with many other 1eports which we have seen, wnd
which lead us to form a very favourable opinion of
this new variely:—

+ As the ‘Barly Ruw® is now prezenting itself to
the agricaltural’ puablic. and is receiving, asevery
nen source of and claimed improvement shonld
receive. a thorough test and trial of its merite, per-
hap+ a fow words in relation to my ewn personal ex-
peiience with it the past season would not be amis=

Being attracted last winter by its presentation
in the December number of ¢ The Practical Farmer !
1 was induced to purchase some of them at the enar-
nmous price of $3 per pound; and with one of these
pounds I will state my treatment and success, deem-
ing it might be interesting to some of yonr practical
readers.

“The pound of potatoes contained nine tubers.
Owing to the vnfavourablo spring, and not receiving
them till 1ate in the season, I did notsucceed in plant-
ing them till May 26th.  On the 20th [ proceeded to
cut them for planting; the eyes had started growth
by which I was cnabled fo cut them in single eye
pieces.  Some of the middle or large cye Piccos I
dirided, making from the nine potatoe: one hundred
and six plants, all of which grew; they were planted
without any exira preparation of the soil, the ground
being manured, ploughed down, and marked out
about four inches deep, and planted with phos-
phate in tho row, hep. the ground mdllowed by
frequent harrowing, and about Llossoming time drow
a little Jirt towardsthie 1om.  They occupie? just one
hundred feet of row.

“Soptember 12thI proceeded todig and weighthem,
and from the ono pound planted, I had just onc
hundred and one-lulf pounds of potatoes, and what
was still better, ninety-three pounds of them were
large merchantable potatoes, such as will bring the
highest market price. Their shape accords very
much with that ot the While Jercer; their color a
dull rose; inside, flesh pure_white, and exceedingly
starchy and fine. In short I consider them a great
acquusition to the grower of potatoes and cultivator
of the 80il.—Cor. of The Praclical Furmer.”

Advantages of_llnderdra,ining

Wanixa, in his “Flements of Agriculture,’ states
that the advantages of underdraining are many and
important. and enumerates the following-

1. Tt entircly preveats drought.

2. Tt furnishies an increased supply of atmospheric
fertilizers,

3. It warms the lower portions of the soil.

4. It hastens the decomposition of roots and other
organi¢ matter.

5. It aceelerates the disintegration of the mineral
matters in the soil.

6. It causes a more even distribution of nutritious
matters among those parts of soil traversed by roots.

7. It improves the mechanical texture of the soil.

8. Itcauses the poisonous excrementitious matter
of plants o be carricd out of the reach of thewr 1oots.

9. It prevents grasses from ranning out.

10. It enables us to deepen the surface soil

By removing excesses of water—

11. It readers tbe soil carlier in the spring.

12, It preveats the throwing out of grain in winter.

13. It allov.s us to work sooner after raing.

14, It heeps ot the effects of cold weather longer
in the fall,

15. It prevents the furmation of acetic and other
organic acids which induce the growth of sutrel and
similar weeds.

Splitting Rails.

AMuvost every farmer can split rails, but_thero is
conxidetable suience in the work afterull.. Ono wan
wiil 1iv e them out with apparent ease, while another
will tug anay aud caliaust his strengtly in o few hours.
The 1easun of this differenco i3 owing 1o the weight
and shape of tools. and the knowledge of their use.

y Une man makes o constant outlay of atrength, while
stumps 1f you took asmaller noteh, as mne vut vk ien

anvthet will apply it unly at anessential polnt, and
that 15 when the beetle is descending and near the
wedge.

An cxperienced rail-splitter tells us that tho hest
waal is made of « knot, and should be of medium
weight, not su hicavy but tbat o man can swing it
with case.  One iron wedge, quite slim, should bo
hept aind used for starting the spilt; it is not apt to
y sebound, nnd if it should, it may be casily prevented
) by mahing a few chechs with an axe near together,
atut startisg tho s udge Letneen them, or by rubbing
the wedge in dirt.

It is hard enough to split rails at the best, and we
believe it & sin for any man to attempt tho work
without proper prerequisites, for ho has no right to
exhaust physical powers and ruin his constitation by
using puut tools, when the Liest can be obtained at a
trifling expense.  Great advantage is gained, when
making rails, by opening large logs wit{; a charge of
powder.— Ol Farmer.

Destruction of Stumps,

We have always objected to the use of machinery
of any sort tv take up large stumps in ordinary
arable laud, that they would fake up incvitably o
large quantity of carth with cach, and leave a holo
almost as objectionable as the stump; and morsover,
that after the stumps were out there was trouble in
disposing of them. ‘The following suggestions which
we take from our neighbor, the Baltimore Weekly
Leader, may be guite practicable, while they aro not
fiable to the same objections. They are at least
worthy of trial:—

+1We have heavd of two methods of getting rid of
stumps, winch, as they appear feasible and incxpen-
sive, we hope somo reader will try and report upon.
Bore with atwo inch anger to the heart of the stump;
fill the cavity thus made sith snlphuric acid, or with
crude oil ¢ petroleum. In the first case, the acid
becomes the destructive agent within a few wmonths;
in the latter, when the stump becomes saturated with
the oil, it is fired, aad will then burn out to the last
particle hikke a candle."—The American Farmer.

Bricur ll.uu.m'.—‘\'cor'respondcnt from Wyoix'ling
Post Oflice, Plymton, a-ks * how the farmers around

Toron:to save and Larvest their barley to get so
bright a colour ! The grain buyers say our bartley
is plumper than that taised round Toronto, but defi-
cient in colour.” We do not know of any speeial
method pursued by the farmers ir this neighbour-
hood in gathering this crup. During the past scason
no particulat vure has been necessary; the dry
weather, with all its disadvantages, has been favour-
able for harvesting. DPerhaps the soil may make the
differcnce referred to, if it really exists,

Nonrway Qats.— L Union des Canfons de U'Zst, pub-
lished in Arthabaskaville, contained the following
paragraph in its issue of the 8th ult., copied, appa-
rently, from the Pioncer :—

“)r. J. P. Lee, of Stanstead, sowed, last spring, 32
1bs. of Norway oats on o piece of gronnd measuring
190 perchies, trom which be harvested 1620 1bs., or 60
buzbels, The husk issmall, and the straw very supe-
rior to that ot ovdinary oats. The cars avo 12 to 20
inches long—some of them yielding 226 grains,—and
there were from 29 to 50 cars from a singlo grain.
Mr. Lee believes he would have fiarvesied double
the quantity e had if tho season had been favorable.
A Mr. Price, of Vermont, is said to bavo harvested
100 bushels of tns oats to the acre.’

Go 1o FaruMivo.—A good living is what com-
paratively few men succeed in making in village or
city life. and yel uothing is moro easy of acromplish
ment oa the tarm. Besides. there i3 o pleasuro in
caltisating and cmbellisking the carth, improving
and increasing it3 products, and thus adding to the
aggregaie of human happiness. Why, then, should
youngmen hesitate tobe farmers?  Itisbhothprofitable
and I orable Tt is the nearest upproximtion to
independence that man as a wember of society can
mahe. A gentleman farmer—and alt farmers are, or
should be gendemen  Lilongs to au vrder of nobility
that is not indebted to placcholde s for installation,
and may, if be chonses, be rinked among tho greatest
benefactors of the human race.  Letall theidlo yonug
men go to vork on farins. and quit seeling third and
foarth rate clerkships. Lashuit, go to farming and
quit begging.—Fe. '




