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togo up the side. Ordinarily the bees enter
the entrance at pretty naarly the centre and
the hive being low they catch and go right
in and fll the centre of the super while the
outsides and corners are only partially fil-
led. If the hive is so raised that the bees
on coming in do not so readily catch on and
go up but get the habit of going this side
and that side, the point gained is that they
fill the supers at the outside just as readily
as the centre. That is a point worth recol-
lecting and worth while trying. I have
experimented on it for a number of years
till I am satisfied there is a great deal in it.
I am not going to say tnere may not be pos-
sible advantages in having two supers, but
for me it would be inconvenient: I didn't
like it at all ; I had two many traþs around
and too much tinkering to do. By the pro-
cess I use the the bees seem to manage
the whole thing themselves.

Mr. McEvoy--You may put the bees on
as strong as you please but where there are
only the starters it is so high for the bees
to reach that they do not catch and run up
like they do where the sections are filled
with foundation.

Mr. Pettit-I fill the sections with
foundation.

Mr. McEvoy-It pays to fil1 the sections
full. Mr. Gemmell spoke about Mr. Hall
putting on these supers. It is a short box
le puts on and if the bees are not very
strong they will take possession of the
smaller space, but if you give them a larger
space they do not make as good a job.

Mr. Shaver--Will Mr. Pettit's supers be
level when he puts his wedges under?

Mr. Pettit-They may if I choose to have
them so. I like to have them very nearly
level. When I set my hive out in the
spring I set the hinder part of the hive
about au inch higher than the front and
wheri I put in the wedges it brings it very
nearly level. It is not absolutelynecessary
to have the front and rear ends of the hive
exactly level but they should be level the
other way. After the discussion on this
question was ended Mr. MeKnight's
question was taken up.

Mr. Gemmell-There is one way you can
find out that the old queen will lay more
thaa the young queen. If you are working
for comb honey hive your bees on starters
and you will find that the
comb is filled with drone eggs.
If you hive a swarm with a young queen
on say five starters you will get very little
drone comb. You can take s.nd hive them
with an old queen under the same circum-
stances and you will find a great deal more
drone comb, and you will find eggs in every
bit of it.

Isit the bees that are the cause of this
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drone comb being built? Do they see that
the old queen is failing and they require
more drones in order to ferti!ize the young
queens?

Mr. Evans-Might not the reason be that
as the queen is only impregnated once in
her lifetime and to produce drones it re-
quires nothing of that kind that she is
dying out and becomes inwapable and lays
drone eggs without fertilization?

Mr. McEvoy-There is a way out of it.
Don't keep queens beyond two years. as a
rule, and in ail cases fill the sections ful of
foundation.

Mr. McKnight-Why do you advise not
keeping the queens longer than two years?

Mr. McEvoy-The summer the queen is
raised she is pretty good, in the next year
she is in her prime and often lays very weIl,
too, but as a rule she is not so good ; you
don't get so many bees, you don't get so
much honey and you get less money. It
nays to do away with them in two years.
It paid me.

Mr. Pettit-What would you think of
advising a man who has gool cows to
butcher them off when they are in their
prime. i am free to admit therearequeens
lu every apiary that ought to be turned over
to the butcher but there are others that
in my opinion, it would simply be a shamA
to do it with. This year when I stared
out I hadn't a very large apiary, and tîis
spring I found five young queens, ail tk
rest were more than one year old ; I kept a
record of them and quite a number-I can'
give the exact proportion-were two yeas
old and a number three years old and
quite a sprinkling of them four years oli
and I don't believe there is a bee-keeper
present that has obtained more conb honey
according to the number of bees, and better
filled sections and more complete work thsn
I got from those old queens.

Mr. Gemmell-That doesn't prove any-
thing because the locality may have every-
thing to do with the difference.

Mr. Pettit-I live in a locality where
there are lots of bee-keepers ail around ad
they have the same privileges.

Mr. Gemmell-Do you know for a fd
whether the management the other
keepers gave their bees,was the sameasyS
gave yours in the spring? Do you thid
they had theircolonies in just as good shap
Did they come out of winter tuarters
just as good shape ? C

Mr. Pettit-I would not like to press
point that the advantage I Lan-d was
the cl. queens. Bit, I would tike to P
the point that there are queei - twO, t
and four years old that are eqnallY as g
as young queens.

Mr. McEvoy-There is manv a goodh


