82

o

The Catholic.

The word *Jitergy,” in anciont writers,
donoted espesially, if not exclusively, the
public service of the chutch, in the ce-
lebrauon of the Eucharisiic sacrifico. (2.)

A priest officlating at an altar; all tho
prayers used on this saleamn occasion point
to the true body and bload of Christ exist-
ing on that aftar, and offured to God ruly
and indeed, in a inystical manner, in com-
memovation of the bloudy off. ring once
made on Calvary.  This vivifying dopma
furmed tho very csssence of Christian wor-
sbip ; and this fairh is so deeply i iprinted
on all ancicot liturgies, that # is impossible
to rcad them over with an unprejudiced
mind, and not be conviuced of its oxiste
cace, On poinis of @inur iwporance,
there were some variations in those vsed
in the various pottions of Christendom ;
but so remarkable is the uniformity found
in oll, not merely as to the faith which
they express, but in the arrangemeat of
their various parts, and in many of the
prayers which are used. that many learned
writers have not hesitated to assert that
they must have proceeded from some hitury
gy tormed by the Ajosiles themsclves.

The public worslip of the Christian
<hurch, deprived of this, its essential coa-
stituent, is what the Cinsuan faith would
be, deprived of nts fundamental docirine of
an atoning Redeemer. A hiturgy, which
would contain the other prayers which she
used, while it omitted those that expressed
this essential dogma,can be compared only
to an edition of the Bible,irom which every
thing expressing the mysteries vevealed by
God would be excluded, and aothag re-
taincd but those lustorical facts and max:ais
of moralily which reuson itself must ap-
prove. The one and thie other would con-
tain much to cdily, but when considered as
a contplete exposition of what they would
purport to be, should be designated as a
sacrilegious perversion of the word of
God.

This, then, ts the first fuult I find with
your * Prayer Book.™ It purports to
contain the full order of Christian worship,
while the very essence of Chnistian worship
is excluded from it allogether. Some am-
biguous expressians, it is true,are inserted,
to which * the Charchiman,” who hasac-
quired proper notions from the study of
antignity, may piat and say—*tIt is
there.™ A clause, I kaow, has been in-
troduced into the American edition of the
“Prayer Baok,”which, having the appear-
ance of recognising the Eucharist 10 be a
sacrifice, affords some consolation to the
Oxford divines, while they bewail the pre-
vaiications of these who deformed the
English liturgy ; but their complaints of
Caivinistic and Sucinian influence, in mo-
difying the book, cleasly show its real
character. The “Tractists™ are evidently
most anxious to fiad all the doctrines,
which they discoverad in the anciem
fathers, retained, some way or other, in the
approved formalasizs of their church ; yeu
when they passed, even with their muiila-
2d notions, from the writings ofihese wit-
nreses of the ancian' fiith,to the examina-

{1 Pa'mer cags, * Iatreating of tho hturgy 7
wauld b2 vaderiteod 1o use tie tarm in tiat ro-
#lricted senee olich it geporddly bLeara fn the
wriung of tho anzicnte; as & goting thesorvico
vsed 12 the colcbeztidu 0 1he Eachacict.”

ion of the % Prayer Book,” aw jit now
staftds, d.ey are compelled to say—*It
m.kes, in truth, a man’s ‘eyes gush out
with water,’ 10 see in these nolicey, kow
the glesy of our church, the days of her
youth, and her first luve, are depacted §
and to think what she might have beon,
had she stood 10 theold paths.  *The virs
gin daughter of my proplo is broken with
a great breach, with a very pgricvious
blow. (3) Thatthe clause in tho Ameri-
can edition cannot be lovked uponas are-
turn to better principles, is evident from
e fact, that Bishop White,—~the authur,
I presume, of the clause in the American
«Prayer Book,”—in his lectures on the
Catechism, (4) devotesa whole chapter to
refule an ** error held by some Protest

ants,” in which he undertakes to prove
that “theso terms™ (“priest,’ ‘ultar,’ and
sacrifice,’) *¢in their proper sense, and in
their relation to one another, have no re-
lation to he Eucharist.”

That our doctrine of the real presence
of Clrrist in the Eucharist, and its sacri-
ficial character is contained in the prayers
which we uso at Mass, will hardly be do-
nied by any one. Now sir, I venture to

assert, that you cannot point out one ex-
pression 1n the prayers of Mass used by
RomanCatholics this day,having reference
to these points, which, in identieal or
swronger terms, is ncet found in the most
ancient copies of the Christian liturgies —
Clearly as these doctrnes aro expressed in
the pravers of our Mass, there is no an—
cient liturgy of the Oriontal Church, in
which they are not expressed, if posible,
more clearly and more forcibly. X yefer
to the Oriental or Asiatic liturgies ina
special manner, because you seer. inclined
to make us believe, that these passed into
the British church. Did the columns of!
a weekly paper permit me to give long ex-
tracts, I could ecasily establish thisasier.
tion, For the present, it is sufficient to
refer to the collection of Renaudot, or the
coplous extracts in Lienhart. {5) Those
who cannot profit by the learncd labours
of these wriiers, may find enough to con-
vince them in ** Poranter's Christianity,”
and in the “Faithful Catholics” by Messrs.
Berington and Kirk. (6) T will but indi-
cate a few passages fion. the many select-
ed by then

In the Liwrgy of Jerusalem, which is
considered to be the most ancient in ex-
1stence, we have the following passages.
«We offer to thiee, O Lord, this tremens
dous and unblood; saceifice,8c.”—4Grant
1hy blessing, O lLozd, agein and again
through this holy oblation, and propitia-
tory sacrifice, which is offered to God the
Father, &ec¢.”” The Pr.est breuks off
a small part of the Eucharistic bread,
which he dips 1 the chalice, saying:
«The blood of our Lord is sprinkied on
his body in the name of 1he Father, and

{3} Tracts fur the Times, vol. iv., No. xviu
pe 19.

(1] Dissest, viii., eec. iii. p, 369 Edit. Piitad,
183.

{5] De Antignis Laturgiisot Disciplina Azeant,
Argentorati 1829

{6} The fd-lits of tho litargica! citetions, in
0 1sat named bok, is erident from the fact tht
Alr. Pope 1n his lale work, docs not atlempt tu

¢3!l them intoquestion,
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of the Son, &c. " and distributing the {Christian Church.” (8} It mu-* be re-
Bucharist ho says : #Tho body and blood /m mbered that theso expressions wers
of our Lord Jesus Christ, is given to thee not *articles of peace,' they woro not
for the paron of offences, and the remis. ‘rxpxessions inseried for tho purpose of
sion of sing, in this world and the noxt ”* | recor.ciling an apparent belief in the real
The Eucharistic bread s called * the ] presence of Christ in tho sacrament, with
life giving hody—the saving body—the !a real denial of tho s'mo. Thoy were
heavenly body—tho budy giving henlth:t‘\c spontancous expressions of the faith
to souls, and bodien—the body of ourthst animated them, made in the words
Lord, God, aud Saviour Jesus Christ.” — Ilhnt woro thought best calculuted to coa-
What stronger cxpressions could they | voy the ideas thoy themselves entertained.
have used ? In works that were likely to meet the

Inthe Lituigy of Constantinople,— leyes of heathens, they wore often cautious
most generally used by the Grecks,—we  to expross only as much of the Christian
fiad the followi-g: * Bless, O Lord. the |doctrine as was nocessary for the pur.
holy bread—Dlako indeed this bread, the | pese they had in view at the moment, and
precious badysf thy Christ.— Jess O Lord, tho | thoy oftentimes endeavoured to veil their
holy chalice ; and whatis in this chalive, ! meaning under words which the initiated
the precious blood of thy Christ —chang- alone could fully understand,  They
ing by the Holy Spirit, Amen, Amen, were anxious to sporo the blasphomics
Amon! That it may be to those who re- | which a thorough kaowledge of the holy
ceive it, available to sobriety of soul, to mysteries, would be sure to elicit from
the remission of sins, to tho communica-'unbelievers. (16) But in the lturgies
tion of the Holy Spirit, to the plenitude of they spoke without reserve. Hence
the kingdom of Heaven, to confidence in  though an immense mass of testimony
Thee ; not to sin, or damnation.”—The shews what the doctrine of the fathers
Deacon says :—*Give me, O Lord, the was, maoy obscure passages are to be
pre: ious and holy body of our Lord and found in their writings ; but the liturgies
Saviour Jesus Christ” The Priest re- ' of the church contain a full development
plies: I give totheo the precious,and holy, of her doctrines on this point. Had their
and pure body of ot r Lord and God, and | fuith regarding the Eucharist been the
Saviour Jesus Chnist, for the remission  Same 2« the faith of the Protestant Epis-
of sinunto life everlasting.” Then re- copal church, their liturgy would have
ceiving himself the holy bread he says:‘b(’e" as barreu as that contained in the
«] believe, O Lord, and 1 confess that | ‘*Prayer Book.”
thou art the Christ, the Son of the living I remain, Rev. Sir, respectfully
God, &c.” Your obedient servant,

In the liturgy contained in the work Caritoricus.
entuled the “Apostolic Constitutions,’ we , S mom—s——————reeewr
find the following; ¢ The Bishop gives| DeruratioN Frox Epinsuran To Ao-
the Eucharist with these words: “ Itisthg DRE:s FaTtner Marstw.—A most re-
body of Jesus Christ.® The recciver spectble deputation arrived in town on

janswors, Amen. The deacon gives the Friday night, at the Temperance Hotel,

chalice saying : ** It is the blood of Jesus, Warning-street, on their way to meet
Christ the cup of life ’—The receiver Father Mathew, in Newry, oo the 29th
answer, Ame:.'? (7)

The following is found almost in the gentleman with an address and splendid
same words in various ancient litur- | testimonisi from the Catholic Total Ab-
gues,after the consecration of the elements. | stinence Society and Seotti-h Union for

*The holy body, and precious blood of iUnion is under the patronage of the
Jesus Christ, tho Son of God. The people ' Right Hon. the Earl of Stanhope.—Bel-
answers. Amen. fust Vindicator.
¢ Priest. *The holy precions body, 9] Loc. Cit. pag- 422.
and the true blood of Jesus Christ.’ The| {10] It was ehiefly if not only im the mysti-
people. Amen. (8) cal liiurgy of the Eucharis, that the primi.ﬁv"
4 Priest, <1 believe, 1 believe, I be- Church spezks withaat reserve of al} 1o audlim;-

lieve and confess to the last breath that jt | e? of Christian faith.? © It waea remarkable
is the vivifying e of thy only Som, the | P o o B e ot o,
Lord God, and Saviour Jesus Christ. He tuns) the mode of adininistering the sacramente.
received it from our Holy Lady the). . . Themothod of colebrating baptism, confir
Mother of God and ever Virgin Mary, | mation and the Eucharist; the nature and effec
and united it to his divinity &e- &c. He of theso ordinances 3 ... . were orly sxamur 3t
delivered it for our redemption, for tho

el to converts sbout the tie of thez bapt sm.—
. . = | Whe.\be early Christian writers spesk o such

remission of sins, and for the eternal life oAde sty . peak

of those who partake of {t.”®

topics, their ie usually come yeserve in their roaa.
nor,gomg referance 10 the peeu‘isr knowlsdga of

Numerous expressions of similar im-
port might’be produced.

the faithful, and vory frequently sliusions so figur-
Bishop White ackanwledges, that what

ative and remoto 88 none but a baptiz:d Christisn
could havz understood, This primitive disciplize

he undertook to refute was introduced at

a very carly period. ¢ In the course of

is sufficient to sccount for the facts that very
the discussion,” he says, **it has been

f-wallusions lo1be Jiturgy or Euchueristic sorvice
are found in the writinza of the fathers, 2ndthat
acknowledged, that the here supposed er-
ror concerning ‘sacrifice,’ ¢altary’ and

on the more solsmn part of consceration, &c.
¢ priest,” ar .sc at an carly period of the

they are 2lnost eatirely silont.” Palmer Oriz.

Tom.i. p.18. 14. Writers who bnow all this, |
ovon Bishop Whito himealf, (loc, cit.)—chink §

{73 Fuith of Cathotcs, chapter, Litargics.

{r} The word Amea icused 1n answenag the
pricat 1o cxpress thuir xaxent to what wassaid,

*This 13 found in & veral ol tho litargies quoied

Rennadot Tom i.

thet they have proved tho recent origia of the Ca-
tholic doctrine, when they imagine thay bhave
ehown that itis nat cloarly eapressed in ths

wriingsof the carliost futhors}
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instant, in order to present that reverend

*“The Priest says the confession.— tho suppression of Intemperance. This !
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