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men, of whom the Expedition now consisted, only thirty were
entrusted with guns, as my faith in the stability of the Wang-
wana was utterly destroyed, despite their protestations to the
contrary. I could afford to lose weak, fearful, and unworthy
men; but I could not afford to lose one gun. Though we had
such a show of strength left, I was only too conscious that there
were barely forty reliable and effective in & crisis, or in the pre-
sence of daunger; the rest were merely useful as bearers of
burdens, or porters, Four others soon after elso deserted.

Induced to do so by the hope that I should secure their at-
tachment to the cause of the Expedition, I had purchased from
Sultan Bin Kassim six bales of cloth at an enormous price, £350,
and had distributed them all among the pedple gratultously
This wholesale desertion at the very period when their services
were about to be most needed, was my reward! I determined
to recover some of the deserters. Francis Pocock and the
detective of the Expedition, the ever faithful and gallant
Kachéché, were therefore sent back with a squad to Ujiji, with
instructions how to act; and one night Kachéché pounced upon
six fellows, who, after a hard and tough resistance, were secured.
These, along with a few others arrested in the act of desertion,
received merited punishments, which put an end to misconduct
and faithlessness, and prevented the wreck of the Expedition.

Unless the traveller in Africa exerts himself to keep his force
intact, he cannot hope to perform satisfactory service. Living-
stone lost at least six years of time, and finally bis life, by per-
wmitting his people to desert. The consequence of his-excessive
wmildness was that he was left at‘last with only seven men out
of nearly seventy. His noble character has won from us a tribute
of affection and esteem, but it has had no lasting good effect on
the African, At the same time over-severity is as bad as over-
gentleness in dealing with these men. What is required is pure,
simple justice between man and man.

Livingstone’s uniform gentle treatment of all classes deserved
a better return than to have his life attempted four times, His
patience finally exhausted, and his life in danger, he gave the
order to his men, “ Fire upon them, these men are wicked.”

The cunduct of the first natives whom we met after leaving
Ujiji, pleased us all. They showed themselves in a very amiable
light, sold their corn cheaply and without fuss, behaved them-



