
Book Notices. 3

8tudy of the Maronites of Lebanoxi,
amnîg whVli<) wC have travelled, and
whose churches ivo have visited, the
Syrians of lCurdisttni, Malabar and
Urtnîiah, and describes the monas-
tories of the Nitrian (lesert and their
ricli " înti" of Syriac nanuscripts.

The record of the early nianu-
scrilpts andi translations of theý Syriac
New Testament are full of illustra-
tions o? the special providence o?
Cod nii preserving His own word.
Wliat givcs an absorhing intercst to
this version is the fact that the
words o? .Jesus therein recorded are
the verýy words whichi fell from the
blessed lips of Christ Himself, for
tlhis Syriaii tongue, tiiere is strong-
reason to believe, wvas the one in
common use iii Palestine in the tirne
(if our Lord. It is, in the -wvords of
Mr. Hastins: "This venerabie
and valuableversion o? the New
Testament, so widely diffused, so
long preserved, and so highiy prizcd,
which, through the patient efforts
and accurate schiolarship) of the
learncd transiator, is liere laid be-
fore the reader in an '!nglish dress."

There is, the transiator reiiarks,
"an artless simplicity, directness

and transparency of style-the pro-
priety and bcauty of the conceptions
of Christ and His followers--that
serve to chain attention and hold
the mind spell-bonnrd to the book."
It is importa-nt as an aid in deter-

niningY the exact reading of th-,
Gireek text, and as a men-orial of
the early Christian churches, says
Mr. Hastings, it deserves to be held
iii everlasting, remerubrance.

An interesting sketch is also gYiveni
o? the Rlev. Dr. Murdock, of New
Haven, the accomiplished seholar by
whom this translation ivas made.

The translation is, as becomes the
t berne, dignified and simple iii style,

adpig the stately and somnewliat
Archic diction o? the authorized
version, to whiehi it is closely par-
allel. The colophons or tail-pieces
of the several books are interesting
as indicating the aucient traditions,
as e.fi.: IlCompletion of the Holy
Gospel as publishied by Matthew,
and which lie published in Lfebrew
iii the land of the Palestineans; "
"lThe announceient of Mark,

wvhich lie uttered, and pî'oclainied
in Latin at Roine ;" "lcompletion
o)f the IIoly Gospel-the announce-
ment of ,Johin the Evaîîgelist, whichi
lie uttercd in Greek at Ephiesus,"
and se on. Dr. L. H. Hall contri-
butes a valuable appendix on the
Syriac translations of the New
Testament, whichi will be o? inuch
interest to Biblical scholars.

Soligs of th Coltalioa l)ai, and A ve
an Ode for the Shelley Centenary.
By CHARLES G. D. ROBERTs. Tor-
onîto: William Briggs. Methodist
Book Rooms, Montreal and Hali-
fax. Price $1.25.

The nîany friends of that acconi-
plishied Canadian poet, Professor
Roberts, of King's College, Windsor,
N.S., will welcome another volume
of his pocîns. The familiar descrip-
tion of Canadian landscape and in-
cident will corne home to the hcearts
of his readerswith stili greater power
than the beanitiful classic themes of
many of bis earlier songs. Iu a
series of exquisite sonnets, each clear-
cut as a cameo, Professor iRoberts,
illustrates the varied aspects oi Cana-
dian life. The thenies are sometimes
homely, as befit IlSongs of the Coin -
mon Day," but the treatuientelevates
them to a realm of poetic beauty.
The scenery o? his beloved Tantra-
mar is reproduced with photographie
fidelity. We have space to cite but
one of these beautiful sonnets, that,
on "lThe Salt Flats. "

Hero clove the keeis of centuîries a,,,o
Whcrc now iinvisitcd the flatýs lie; barc.
Here secttied the swccp of joui neying

waters, whcrc
No miore thc turmbling floods of Ftundy

flow,
And only in thcsamphirc pipes crccp slIow

'Nie salty currcnt.s of thc su p. T'hoc air
Huins desolately w-lUi wings that sea-

ward fare,,
Over the loncly reaches bcating low.
T1he wvastes of bard aîîd nîcagre wvccds etre

throngcd
With nitirmurs of a past Iliat tinie lias

"'ronged;Aind ghost-sof niany an ancient ineniory-
Dwchl by the brackish pools and ditchèes

blind,
Ir. these low-lying pasqtiires of the ;vind.

Thes;e marches pale, and ipcadoNvs by
the sea.

We have also been specially pleased
'vith "The Tides," "The Rain,"
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