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duct, because of the high order of civilization and culture
found, the subtlety of priests, and the fasunations of
Brahminism.

The candid observer sees that these really acute and
able people cannot find n their own fuiths, adequate
consolation or strength or satisfaction

After his recent return from India, M. ). Conway
said, “ Along the shelves of my hbrary you will find ail
the sacred books of the East, over which | have pored
and exulted for years. The noble aspirations of those
ancient writers, the glowing poetry of the Vedas, the
sublime imagery of their seers, have hecome part of my
life ; norcan I ever sufficiently acknowledge my indebt-
edness for the spiritual life which they have imparted.
But when [ went to the great cities, the pilgnm sites to
-which throng every year millions of those who profess to
follow the faith of the men who wrote those books, and
mingled with the vast procession of worshippers at the
shrines sacred to the deities whose praises are sung by
the Hindu poets, then, alas ' the contrast between the
real and tbe ideal was heart-breaking In all those
teeming myriads of worshippers, not one man, not even
one woman seemed, to entertain the shadow of a concep-
tion of anything ideal or spiritual or religious, or even
mythological, in their ancient creed. Not one ghmmer
of the great thoughts of their poets and sages lightened
their darkened temples, To all of them, the great false
god which they wurshg)pcd, a hulk of roughly rarved
wood or stone, appeared 1o be the authenti presentment
of some terrible demon, or invisible power, who wnuld
treat them cruelly if they did not give hun same melted
butter.  Of religson in a sparitual sense, there 15 none.
It you wish for religion, you will pot tind st i Brahmin-
ism.”

“ The same 15 true of China and Japan. Buddhism
has no regenerating power. The same s true of Con-
fucianism.  The wise maxims and beautiful sayings of
its great founder fail to convert men from the error of
their ways.  They profess to believe them : they laugh
at the idea of practising them. They lack regencrating
power. But Christianfty has regeneraling power. It
opens a new life to men, 1t lifts them (nto a new state of
existence, it educates, 1t civilizes, it ennobles.”

After some great pestilence, famune, war or other
calamity, we ofien sce multtudes coming to Christ in
mission fields. Why? Hecause they have long been
gradually feefing the supeniority of th Chrisuan faith
and a er3sis comes that brings them to open espousal of
Christ.  To return 10 cur previous figure, 11 15 IEC explo-
sion for which lony preparations have been going on.

The Rev. Arthur Smith and his wife went out inta the
faminc distnict 1 China four or five years agoe to carry
relief to the starving people. For two months, while
they were munistering 10 the hungry and dyimg people
they lived in a house nine feet square, with 2 dirt floor,
Here they kept ali therr money, somet:mes two or three
thousand dollars at a time, and not cne cent was ever
stolen. The missionanes visited and counted every fam-
ily, and each adult received about one cent a day and
each child balf the amount. Before the new crop was
harvested they had seventeen thousand upon their list
to whom they ministered. 741t was a new thing to the
Chinese. They had never read of such benevolence n
any of their sacred books. Their yods to whom they
prayed, and before whom they burned incense dally, did
not provide them one meal, but these foreigners fed them
day after day and week after week. It was this work
that opened Chinese hearts and homes to our mission-
aries.  Alter that Dr. Porter and Mr. Spith were not

_ afraid to go and live among them 1 the country, where
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they had no treaty right to live. The work has grown
under their hands as it could not in a large city. The
people confide in them thoroughly. When frightened by
rumors that the French were coming through their pro-
vince, on their warlike way to Pekin, not long ago, they
tame at once to the missionaries, and hearing that they
thought war would soon end, the poor people went home
with light hearts, telling their neighbors, * There will be
no war ; the shepherd says so, and we are not atraid.”

A similar iltustration is found in the *' Lone Star Mis-
sion ” among the Telugus, where Mr. Clough, himself
a civil engineer as well as preacher, undertook with Gov-
ernment sanction to construct roads to employ an idle
and starving people, and there in the camps of taborers,
preached :\n(lJ taught the (Gospel. In the year 1ollowm§
that awful famine of 1877, he baptized ten thousan
within sixty days.

‘The fact 15 Heathenism is in its decline and decadence.
The sacrifice of great numbers of devotees under the
wheels of the Juggernaut car is a tale of the past. At
the last great festival of this old idol at Serampore in
July, the crowd attracted by tho spectacle was small.
The car was dragged a sbort distance by hired men, and
then left half in a muddy ditch. hen the priests
urged the people to pull, the irreverent populace cried
out * Why don't you come down and pull yourselves P”
Nobody was crushed ; nobody burt. Has Christianity
nothing to do with this decaderce ?

The whole complexion of vommenities 1s often pre-
senting a transformed aspect.

In an {ndian village on Vancouvers island, Rev. Mr.
Panshen was struck with two streets called “ Heathen,”
and " Chrisuan.”  The * Heathen " street was close to
the nver, and consisted of a long row of shanties, with a
door and a chimney to each, but no windows. The doors
and the chimneys formed the only onifices. Here five,
six, sometimes ten famulies herded together. In " Chris-
uan ' sireet one saw white cottages, m which the institu-
tion of ‘he family appeared, with something of the in-
dustnes of civilized life and giving one the idea of a
home. (Id fathers of sixty years of age were 1n “ Hea-
then " street, but their sons were i ** Christan " street ;
and, as the Gospel continues to be preached, the emi-
gration goes on by persons passing from the former to
the latter.

Joseph Annand, one of the missionaries of the Domin-
on Presbytenan Church in the New Hebrides, reports
that the people of Anestyum would not compare unfavor-
ably 1n some respects, with Christians in our more
highly faveied land. The Sabbath is better observed
there.  An sverage of one-half of the population atrend
church regularly. The mussionary has no locks on his
dwelling, and nothing of the smallest value is ever
stolen from him.  On his side of the island Mr. Annand
stales that there are three churches, one of them a large
stone editice.  They. with twenty school h_ouscs,_ have
been bifllt snd are kept in order by the natives without
any remuncration. They have contributed in arrowroot
during the past year, for the spread of the Gospel in
heathen lands, upward of 3750, Mr. Annand states that
some of tsl.inds are still closed to the missionaries, and
are the habitations of cruelty. Others, however, are
open to the (ospel, but there is no one to go and preach
to them the way of salvation.

Natives said to Robert Moffat: *“ We don't see what
isin this. You go into your little reed chapel, and you
are only a litle cleaner”

A world of meaning—it does make the whole man
cleamer ; and this cleanliness with which the work of
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