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Then Miss Marion told them to come to her house the
next afternoon, and she would make them into a scciety,
and eo off they went muoh delighted.

The next morning, Miss Marion called on Mrs. Fisher,
the minister's wife, .

““COan you tell me,” she asked, ‘‘ of some preacher out
in the West who has a large family of children, not very
big, and mostly girla 1"

**I should think I could,” said Mrs. Fisher. “‘Ican
tell you of plenty of them. T got a lettar just the other
dsy from a Mr. Humphrey, whu haa five children, the
oldest thirteen and the youngest six, and they are sll

‘‘Five girls |—delightful | Why, that is a perfect fit !
Do tell ma where they live, and all about them.”

Far away, in a little Western town one bleak, gray
winter's morning, Mra. Humphrey, the minister's wife,
weut singing about her work. lyt. seemed as though it
would never be done, for Mrs, Humphrey was tired and
troubled, but she sang oheerfully through it all; and

—when; -at-last; -she could rest for a few moments, she
smoothed the anxious lines carefully out of her forehead
before she crossed the threshold of the sitting-room. -

* Mother, dear,” called a tived little voice from the
lounge, ¢ when you were amall like mo, did all your four
sisters go away to school every day and leave you? And
then did your mother have to keep buey in the other
rooms 8o she couldn’t do anything except sing to be com-
pany for you?"” “

‘"But, you see,” suswered Mrs. Humphrey gayly.
I didn’t have but two sisters. If we bad to give away
two of our girls, which two would we give ?”

‘‘ Not any,"” asid Amy, promptly,—** not one ; we like
them all four,—don't we "

** Yes, wo do,—all five."”

And Mrvs. Humphrey stooped to kiss the thin face on
the pillow. Ami pulled her head down close to her own.

*“Mother,” ahe whinperev.}. ‘*does God know how

1 it-gets times 1
*Yes, dear.”
1 suppose he cares,—doesn't he 1"

Poor tired Mrs. Haumphrey, this was more than she
could stand ! She broke into a little sob, and hid her
face in the cushions.

‘“ Why, mother!” oried Amy, much distressed.
¢ Never mind, mother dear!"” Of course, he cares.
I'm a nauqhty girl to say such a thing,—that's exactly
what ¥ am.”

Presontly Mra. Humphrey lifted ber head, and ahe
laughed a little as she wiped her eyes.

““We two are not very brave soldiers to-day,—are
we'?” [t will never do for us to lose beart like this.
You know, Amy, your father has come far off here, away
from home, on purpoes to tell the people how much God
cares for them. Some of them are very poor, and work
very hard, and have s lot of trouble, and oh, they need
20 much to feel sure of God's Jove and pity ! 8o father
is trying all the time to tell thewm, and you and I and our
four school-girls ought to help him just as much as we
can. Wo ought to be proud to have & share in such
beautifal work."” )

* But how can we 1"

““By beiog brave and happy and loving, and making
father’s home the sweetest pﬁwe in the world for him.
Poor father, if he thought his own little daughter couldn't
trust God’s love to her !"”

“But Ican! Now Ican!" said Amy.

Two bri,ght red spots had come into her cheeks, and
her eyes shone like stars.

(To be continued. )
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