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favour of an nstitution which can boast of a
Wastunglon, a Frauklin, and a Laiayette, as dis-
unguished members; and which tuculcates no
prnciples, and authonses no acts that are not in
accordance with good morals, civil "iberty, and
entire obedience to goveinment and the Jaws.

Dr. Beerne, of Fraukfoit in Germany, a distu-
guished member of the crafl, s exceedingly clo-
quent and poetc, and ot less just and truthful
when be says, © that Masouy i3 the lnufly spring
where faded beauty rewound ber humage, darkene
wisduin ner  hght, and weahecned puwer her
strengthe  Masuncy s the refuge of threatened.
udeiy, the mediatos of offended wnocence, and
the recompenser of unrewaided Jove. The mingled
nghts vl lite she has to regulate, the judgment of
passion 1o pumsh, the action of the heart to sciu-
tunze. What the clumsy haul of ignorance has
throwan lugether, she shall'separate and revise with
her gentus.  What the fire of passion has embraced
too hotly, she shall cool with her mildness; and
what has been judged oo severely by thenaltitude
she shall cover with her shield.  She throws
duwn the barners wlach the prejudice of man-
Lkl has erected between man and man.  She
tears away e golden garment that covers the
soulless buldy, and teaches us to value the tree by
ats fimt,but wot for the soil on which it grows,
nor fur the haud which planted . She protects
foitune agaiust the arrows of malicious chance,
She seizes the ruddes 1 thestorms of Lfe aud brings
the leaky stitp sately wto the Larbour,®

Quutativus Like these might be continued .0 an
almost unhmited extent ; but I feel confident, those
I have addaced must Le sutlicient to satisfy every
caudid iugenuvus mind, that Freemasonry .s not a
cuttupt sustilutivn, a we kad thing, to be denounc-
ed and despised, but a tinly noble order, eminently
worthy of the countenance, the affection and the
suppuit of the great and the good. To me, to you
brethren, it can be nu watter of astomshment, that
m every age, men the most distinguished for ther
public and private virtues, for their social and mo-
ral worth, kave been lovers and promoters of the
art,  That the st amiable, enlightened, humane
princes and monarchs who ever sat on earthly
thrones, have not thought it derogatory to their
dignity to exchange, for a time, the sceptre for the
trowel, have patronized our mysteries, joined 10
our assemblies, and Jelighted in thie practice of our
mystic rites.

Nor can I concetve 1t possible that the noble
tunded, generous nearied, vpen handed, God and
humanily loving portiun of even the nitiated, can
withhold theis approval from an ansutution with
S0 many evidences ot paramount werlh and excel-
lence. That the narsow muded, close fisted, iguo-
rant, bigoted, musesly Little specimens of huma-
oty should do so 1s uot surprnising, It s the voce
of sucis men, wdeed, proclaimng our Lodges dark
deas of uuguily, our cereinvutes bachanalian orgres,
our vous of fidelity wornd blasphemnaus vaths, our
symbuls emblems of cruelty amd death, and our
desigus aud teachings subversive of all law, rels
giun, and humauity, whuch has, unturtunately,in a
few tnstances found a partiai, a balf credulous re-
sponse i the busums of our wives, our mothers,
our sters aud our Jaughters, causing their uno-
cenl heals t deplore that thewr husbands, fathers,
brothers ot sous, should have been so woefully
musguided, by thewr unlucky stars, as to have found
thew way wslo such dismal dens of vice as Maso-
e Lodges.  Ikuow a mason, a very worthy ma-
son two, whose better half has heard such horrid
tales of masvnic Joings, that she actually swoons
or fants whenever she 1s aware of his having re-
ceived a summimons to attend a Masouc Lodge. To
obviaie this troul'e, and save thedeat creature from
this disitess, hie wasobliged, poor felww, to request
thal swtices of masonic meelugs should ot ve sent
t0 Lus dweiling. Now Mascus protess, and I o .hieve
as a general thng they evince, as much gatlantry
as other men, and I am sure they as highly prize
the good opinions of their lady friends. And witha
view sull turther to sausfy you ladies, as weil as
the unuimtiated male portion of thts audience, that
such representations as I have adverted to are gross
libels upon the character of our institution ; Iwill
lavile your attention for a few moments to a briet
but truthful specimen of masonic teaching, after

which 1«f your hearts and consciences will allow,
Jdenounce vur nstitutivn, and tell us that we could
be, and should be, better employed than in prumot-
ing its advancement.

Let us take, if you please, the sword of the
Tyler.  From tlus weapun of war, tlusimplement
uf death, Masuns deuive a lesson of peace and of
lifes  Itus placed in the haads of the Tyler to ena-
ble hins effectually to guaid agmnst the intrusion
of cuemues, to suffer nune to pass except such as
are duly qualified. It admumushes us to place a
watch uver vur thuughis, a guard over our cunduct,
a sentunel at our Lips, that no unworthy thoughts
may beandulged, no smpioper woils uttered, no
sintul activus perpetialea to prevenl us from pre-
seiving consciznees voud of offeuce tunands God
aml towards man.

Agam, let us take some of the i1mplements of
archttecture.  For wistance, the mallet, the clusels
the twenty-tour inch guage, the square, the level
the plumb, the skint, peacid and compasses. Nows
the 21 wich gaage 1s the Oirst 1nstrument put nto
the hands of the workman, to enable him to mea-
sure and ascertain the size and extent ot the work
he 1s about to engage in, so as to be able to com-
pute the nme and labor 1t may cost. Thi mailet
or common gravel, 1s an important nsirument of
labor, and highly esteemed as an implementof art ;
though known among artisis under various appel-
latons, 1t 1s admitted by them ail, that no impor-
tant work of manual skill can be executed withe
out tit. The clusel ts a smait nstrument, soitd n
form, and of such sharpness as to compensate for
the duminutiveness of its size.  It1s caleunlated to
malke impression upon the hardest substances, and
the mightiest structures 1n existence have been -
debted 10 1ts aide  The square s to try and adjust
all rregutar corners of buildings, and to assist
in Lringing rude matter into due form. The level
1s to lay levels, and to prove horizontuls. The
plumb 1s to try and adjust ail perpeadiculars,
while being nxed upon thuir proper bases. The
skint 1s an implement which acts on a center
pw, trom which a hme 1s drawn, chatked and
struck, to mark out the ground for the foundauon
of the intended structure. With the pencil the
artist dehineates the bwilding 1n a draft or plaa, for
the guidance and nstruction of the workmen,
while the compasses enable him with accuracy
and precisston, to ascertain and determune the re-
lative proportions of ts several parts.

Now as speculauve, or free, and accepted Ma-
sons, 1L 1s the mo.al conveyed 1 these cinblems
whteh we are called vpon to regard,

From the twenty-four inch guage we denve a
daily lesson of admomtion and wstruction. It s
divaded into twenty-four equal parts, and recalls tv
our minds the division of the natural day into
twenty-four hours, teaching us to apportion apd
appropnate them tv their proper objects—pra
lavor, refreshment and sleep. From the me ...
we learn that skill without exertion 1s of littie
avaul; that labor s the lot and the duty ol man.
The heait may counceive and ihe head may devise
1 vam, st the haad be avt prompt tu execute the
design. From the chisel we learn that persever-
ance 1s necessary to atlaun perfection. Lhe rade
material can receiwve uts fine polish but from se-
peated efforts alone ; and nollung short of the most
assiduous exertion can induce the halut of viriue,
enlighten the mund and render the soul pure.
The square teaches momlity ; to regulate our
actions by rule and line, and to harmonize our
conduct with the prnciples of morality and virtue.
The level teaches equality ; that we are de-
scended from the same stock,.partake of the same

aud undevialing s of conduct laid down for out
}nursmts in the volume of the Sacred Law,~—ihe
irst great light in freemasonry,—which we are
taught ever to regard as the unerring standard of
truth and justice, and to regulate all our actions
by the Divine precepts which 1t contains. The
pencil teaches us that our words and actions are
observed and recorded Ly the Great Architect vt
the universe, to whuin we must render an account
of our conduct theough Ife. The compasses re-
mind us of His uneiring and umparual justice,
whick, having defined fur our instract-on the lumits
of guud aud evil, will finally reward or punish us,
as we shail bave observed or disregaided His
Disine commands. Thesce arclutectural imple-
ments emblematically teach us tu have in mind
axd to act acconlivg to the Jaws of our Divine
Creator, that, when we shall be summoned from
this sublunary abede, we may ascend to the
grard lodge ‘above, where the world’s Great
Architect lives and reigus for ever. This is all
very well; but then, those horrid emblems of
cruelty and death! ‘That coffin, skull and cross-
bones?! Yes; but they are designed not to alarm,
but to lead us to coniemplate our inevitable des-
tiny ; to guide our reflection to that most import-
ant of humzn studies, the hnowledge of ourselves.
‘They teach us 1o be careful to perform our allotted
task well while 1t is yet day; to listen to the
vuice of nature, of reason and of revelation, whick
all unite in bearing wituess that even in this pet-
ishable frame resides a vital and immortal prici
Ele, which inspires a lioly confldence that the
ord of 1if¢ will finally erable us to trample the
king of terrors beneath our feet, and, lifting ouc
eyes tu that bright morming star, whose nsing
brings peace and salvation to the faithful and obe-
dient of the hnmaun race, joyfully exclaim: @ O
death! where is lhf sting?t O grave! where is
thy victory 3 Tell me, ye who knoaw, is there a
place beneath the sun where the doctrnes of a
resurrection und an wmmortal Life are more clearly
and more forcibly taught than in the bLosom of a
masonic Jodge 3 Such is a truthful specimen o:
the character of masonic teaching. And, were we
to continue the illustration of the symbolic signi-
ficancy of the entire ensignia of our order, from
the floor, the furniture and decorations of the
lodge, to the regalia and jewels which adorn the
persons of its members, we should find as little to
object to, as much to approve and admure, asin
the instances to which I have adverted.

It has been stated that bencvolence and chan.y.
are disunguishing charactenstics, are th: bnghtest
ornaments of ous profession. lu one ot our most
beautital and smpressive lessons we are taught
ever to preserve them in thesr fullest splendous
and bnlliancy. To seek ithe solace of our vwi
distress, 1n the acuve principles of universal bene-
volence and chanty, by extending selief and con-
solation to our fellow-creature in the hour of afflic-
ton, 1itespective uf country or of creed. Indeed,
10 almost all our ceremonies and charges these
princaples are stikingly and forcibly inculcated.
Worthy distressed members of the craft and theur
famulies are, of course, more particularly the ob-
Jects of masonic benevolence, though at is not con-
fined to the fraternity, It hnows no limits but
Lnited means. 1t 13 not, wdeed, very ostentations
in 1ts admunistrations. It relteves the necessities of
the unfuitunate stranger in a foreign land ; and
sends hum comfortably on tis way homeward,
without naise or parade. It silently watches at
the bed-side of alliess and pan,munistenag to the

wants and batlueg the thiobbing temples of the

yinvahl, sustaimng the sinhang heart and smootk-

nature and share the same hope ; that he who s g the plow of the dying cradsman. It gently

placed on the lowest 1s equaily entitled to our re- | wipes the fallin
gard with him who 1s placed on the highest spoke |

of fortune’s wheel,—because, a time will come
when all disunctions among men, but that of
goodness, shall cease ; and death, the grand leveler
of human greataess, shall reduce us all to the same
state. The plumb teaches justness and upnught-
ness of life and conduct, to avord dissimulation
n conversation and action; to hold the scale of
Justice 1p equal poise ; to observe the just medium
between intemperance and pleasure, and to make
our passtons and prejudices coincide with the line
of our duty. The skirt points us to Jhat straight

tear of distress from the w.-
dow 's cheek, shelters, protects, feeds, ard clothes
ihe helpless orphan, sounding no tiumpets before,
nor mahking public proclamations after giving
alms. Butis it the less commendable and praise-
woriby on that account 1 Benevoleut and charit-
able wsuiuuons sustained by the fraternity, such
as asylums for indigent, aged, tnfirm mosons, theu

j wives and widows, are not, it is true, very nu-

merous, still, they are to be found in various parts
of the world, sheltenng, sustaning and comfort-
ing infirm, decrepit age; supporting, protecting,
and traiung to habuts of industry and vartue help-



