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diate. A year later a Commission of
three--ji.stice Burns, Vice Chancellor
Spragge and Bro. Judge Gowati was
alppontted to make rules and orders
unider t.he Act for assimilatinig the. Can-
adian Law of Probate to that of Enig.
lind. Aboqt tiiis timie Sir Jamies
Macaulay' was entrusted wvithl the con-
ýsolidation of the Statutes from 1 792 tO
1858, but it proved too great a task
for one man, and Bro. Judge Gowani
%vas appointed to atsEist him. Bro.
(iowan received man>' hearty enconi-
iurns for the skill displayed 1) imii in
condensing 40 volumes of Statutes inito
two volumes, In 1871 the Sandfield-
Macdonald Coverniment issued a Com-
mission. to eniquire into. the constitu-
tion and jurisdiction of the several
,Courts of law and equit>' ini Ontario,
witli Sir Adani Wilson (also a mnember
of S t. Andrew's Lodge) as Chairman.
After confederation, wlien to mnake the
Cri:ninal lawv unifornm throughiout the
Dominion, it became iiecessary to con--
eolidate the different Statutes in force,
Bro. Judge Gowan was one of the

'Comimissioners, of three, appointed to
.carry out the wvork, and then in 1876,
wvhen the Statute iaw of Ontario wvas
to be consolidated Attortiey-Genieral
Mowat sought the assistance of Bro.
J udge Gowan. A gold medal to comi-
memnorate the event was presented to
Bro. Gowati. In the settlement of the
dioeerence between the coutractors and
the Fedral Goveriimient, in respect to
the Parliamient Buildings at Ottawa,
Bro. Gowvan acted as one of Arbitra-
tors ; hie was also one of the Commis-
-sioners appointed b>' the Macdonald
Governmenc to investigate the 1'Paci-
lic ScandaI" iu 1872. lu Oct-
-ober, 1883, Bro. Gowan retired from
-the Bench, on which occasion he was
presented with several adresses accom-
.panied with valuable memientoes.
Wvhile on a visit to Irelarid, in the yea-,
1883 hie received an honorar>' cail to
-the Irish bar at the Sitting of the Court
,of Chancer>'. In 1884 hie was made a
Queen's Counsel, an honor hie could
flot aecept before, on account of his oc-
ýcupancy of the Beuchi.

Bro. (7owa,ýn inii SS5 received Her
Majesty's writ of summons to the
Senate of Canada, bearing date 29 th
Januar>'; 'vas introduced and took his
seat ini the Uppcr House,'3rd Febru-
ar>', 1885. O11 this occasion a nuniber
of congratulator>' addresses were pre
senited to hirn b> t'le Bar, and b'. the
Count>' Council and other public
bodies ; and congratulator>' communi-
cations sein lm from distinguishied,
men iu Great Britini and Caniada, as
the Marquis of Dufferin, Sir Robert
Herbert, Sir John Rose, Bart., Mr.
Hartpole Leeky, Sir WiIllam B.
Richards, Sir Mathew Carneron, Sir
Oliver Mowat, I)r. Goldwin Sniith, and
nian>' others. WVhile iii the Senate he
has* taken an active part in the publie
affairs of the counitry. He submitted
an important nieasure of reform regu-
lating procedure i ' Parliamentar' IDi-
vorce. He also secured in the Tudor-
Hart case the recognition and affir-
manice by Parliament of an important
priiiciple---the equal responsibility or
mani and woman, and their equal righit
to divorce on proof of adulter>'. Bro.
Gowan acted for many years chairman
of a select comm-ittee of the Senate,
to report upon ail Bills of Divorce he-
fore Parliamient. In 189- Bro. Senator.
Gowan wvas appointed b>' the Queen a
Companion of " the most distinguishee
Order of St. Michael and St. George."
In 1884 lhe was given the honorary de-
gree of LLD. b>' Queen's University'.
Bro. Senator Gowan lias always taken
a livel>' interest in religious matters and
hie is a strict adherent of the Church of
England. ht iiiglit be mientioned also
that in 1837 hie joined the Loyalist at
the City Hall, Toronto, on the break-
ing out of the Rebellion, and served as
a volunteer in the fight with rebels at
Gallows Hill. He ivas afterwvards com-
rnissioned as an ensigu and lieutenant
in the Fourth North York militia.
From the above sketch of the life of
Bro. Gowan it eau be seen that he hias
held many prorninent positions in
Canada as a Jurist, Educationist,
Journalist and Legisiator, as well as
being a soldier.
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