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pride, vanity, and, all debasing pas-
.siqns, and sp -present him in his
mearest possible: resemblence to &
perfected, qualified hpmanity. :
There is, howeyer, a techzical cul-
ture in Freemeagonry by no means o
be disregarded—a culture importgnt
in itzelf, snd slso as counstituting an
esgentisl preparation for that more
general work of enlightenment and
discipline already indicated. Masonic
culture is & phrase that must carry
with it first of all the idea of an un-
derstanding of the system which is
included within the broad lines of our
Fraternity, There can be no culture
such as is entitled to the prefix of
Masgonie, unless a due amount of
study has been given to the under-
lying principles and teachings of
the institation, thereby reaching some
olear perceptions as to its charaoter
and purposes. Then there must be
an acquaintance with forms and cere-
monies, 80 a8 t0 know what these
-observances are, when used, huw ap-
plied, and how related to each other,
together with their moral significance.
It is & mistake to suppose that one
can acquire all needed oulture in
these matters, by “passing through”
the varions degrees and orders which
belong to the Masonic system, or
witnessing now and then—at very
distant intervals, perhaps—the rend-
ering of the work. Sometking more
is requisite if one would be a caltured
Mason, even according to this lower
form of designation. The inquiring
minrd must apply its powers to dis-
cern theintended application of varied
forms and practices,—the meaning of
ceremonies that in themselves may
appear very silly, but which rightly
understood, will teke on a very dif-
ferent character. The intelligent
Craftsman will of necessity be a stu-
dent in respect of whatever belongs
to the presorited expression of Ma-
sonio trath, while he will note with
eare all signs and tokens—symbols as
well as words—bearing upon the
illustration of these various lessons
<hrought to his attention.

.Msaponic ocnlturs, even as thus
limited, makes too many demands on
brethren to be altogether popular,
Sume cannof give the time; some
have 'not the inclination; others do
not realize the wortk of such study
and application; while others, who
are prompt attendants upon festival
occasions, seemingly care nothing for
the Masonis system or organization,
3xcept as its social features are pre-
sented. And so the class of the non-
oultured is exceedingly large. Breth-
ren take all the degrees and g-'n
high honors, but they do not mastar
the first pringiples in the science of
Masonry; they do not study the rituei
nor give careful scrutiny to the ce:e-
mony; they do not think, read, and
investigate, in order to hecomse culti-
vated and proficient in the royal art.
It needs no argument to show that
such as these add bat little to the
strength and efficiency of the organ-
ization. Only the well-informed and
well-disciplined—they who compre-
hend the essential nature and genius
of the Masonio systema—can be relied
upon to stand by the Fraternity in
any exigency that may arise, and to
be faithful under all conditions and
ab all times. Qur sacred trusts are
safe only as ability, intelligence, and
virtue shall have prevailing power in
the hearts and lives of brethren—
only as such & class shall have con-
frolling influence in the counsels of
the craft. They who are thus cul-
tured, being well versed in the techni-
cal lore of Freemasonry, understand-
ing its history, and appreciating both
its philosophy and its moral teach-
ings, are best prepared to make it
productive in its most important nses
for the practical good of men, and to
lead i on in the way of a true pro-
gress. They are tc be the teachers,
helpers, inspirers of others less im-
formed and less strong—remember-
ing always the law of duty and ra-
sponsibility to which they are bound:
“Unto whom much is givén, of the
same much is required. "— Freemasons’
Repository.



