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Picking and Handling Apples
-W. H. DEMPSEY, TRENTON, ONT.

The pickiig slhould be done only by very
eareful bands. No applc, no iatter hiow
firnii, lias becu found thlat %vill not show
mîarks of rougli hiandiing, revoaling bro-%vi
spots and giving it the appearance of a
-ivindfaill. The baskets sliould bc liined withi
]xeavy burlap to kecp, iie fruit fronm bruis-
ig against the sides, and if thec fruit is to
bc kept by thec growcr unîtil shiipped ta inar-
ket 1 find it better to lace theininl barrels
in a cool place the sainîe (Lay they arc picked.*
Tliey should nat bc touchied until ready to
pack for shiipping.

A great deal cf choice fruit is destroyed
b'too muiich *andling. placing themii on the

packing table, iutting« in baskets, then into
the barrel whiere thecy are al1owe'd ta romain
i the orchard unitil cold wcathier, then

placed in ftic storage building, enuptied on
the packing table, sorted and pan-ked for
.shippiing. 'ihy arc more or lcss danmaged
by- so imuch hiandling.

Wood Ashes ini the Orchard
PROF. R. HIARCOURT, 0. A. C., GUELPH.

How heavily ehould wood ashes be sown In
orchards ?-Mfl :Robinson, St Cathares.

It is estiniiated thiat 2o crops of apples will
renmove more thian twicc as muchi nitro-
gen, one and a hiaif âines as nmuchi plias-
phioric acid, and near]y tliree tilles as mluchi
potash as 20, erops of whocat. A crop of
'vhcat W-ill roîno0Vo about 40 pounds of pot-
ash per- acre, therefore a crop of apples wvill
take 100 to, 120 pounds of ptashi per acre
froi tlic soil. As asiies contain five per
cent. of potasli, it '%vould require one ton of
asiles to supply thiat aiaunt of potasl re-
rnovcd froni the soil by one crop of apples.
Thiis may be looked on as the minimum
aniotnut of asiies for an orchard ini bearing.
The -beat tiime for the asiies to be applied is
in thie early spring or suimmer. The potasli

in themi- is innediately available and niay
bc taken up b>' the plants at once.

As ta whiethier tliey wvill hiurt a growing
crop, such as vetchies or crimison claver, if
applicd whlen the leaves of thiese crops are
dry, asiies mii~t sift thiroughi to the ground
readily and no liarin nîiighit be donc. If
thiey are applied wvhile the Ieaves are wet
thecy would scriously burn and destroy"thie
]caves. If the caver crop is plowcd down
iii the spring the wood- ashies mlighit very
conveniently 'be plowed down witlu themn.
A good plan is to cultivate the aslhes into
the soul and not plow thocn under. AI-
tlîouglh the potasli of -iaod asiies is soluble
and iiiiiediately available to the plant, thiere
is not rnucli fcar of serious leaching of this
constituenjt fromi the soi]. Nature lias pro-
vided nmeans by wh.lichi it is lield in the~ soil,
and, therofore, flot subject to loss by leachi-
ingo, ais is nitrogen.

PIanting Peach Trees
0W far apart do you plant yourHp eachi trocs?" was askced Mr.

Adoîphuis 1'cUit, of Grimîsby, rccently by ail
editorial represenltative of 'Tle Horticultur-
ist. «' li the past, rcplicd Mr. Pettit, "
]lave planted thoîni iS to 2o fct apart, but 1
find tlîat rathier close on nuiy soul whiich tends
to luixuian-tt growvth.

" Were I setting out an orchard now 1
would set the trees; 25 foot apart to allow at
froo circulation of air and plonty of suliglit.
This would also allow lower hicaded treesz.
Whclire trees arc planted too close togethier
thiey groiw high and the lower branchies dir.
Wheui planted 25 foot apart- berry bushoes
canl be grown iii tetiveon, whichl I hiavr
foid is adrvantagons."

li this part of the to evilship apples arc tli<'
main fruit crop, and the price lias been so
low thiat sonie are cutting down their or-
clhards.-(N. B3. liagar, Allanburg, Ont.
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