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'IRE QUEf',S'l'ION O>F VANRI ETI lEiS INAllIl
PJ IHIS is a v'ery oHd and vexed question

Ifor the fruit grower. Time was wvhen
the variety mnattered little. There were cider
apples, cookiîîg apples, and dessert apples,
anid their narnes wvere of little moment ; for
the price wvas the sane for ail. The only
question wvas productiveness, and for this
the Greening and Baldwin were the favorites
withi planters of thirty years ago. Mhen it
wvas founid that red apples sold better than
grreen, and the favorites were B ildwin, Kin-g
and Spy ; but as trne passed, the Baldwin
did flot aIlvays meet expectations. the King,
wvas unproductive and the Spy too slow ini
coming into bearing; so that of late the Ben
D)avis lias enjoyed a season of great populari-
ty because it seemed to combine in one apple
productiveness, color, and shipping qualities.

QUA LI'' 'lIE LEIi1)1 NG FEA'TU lE.

O F late however, the question of quality
has becorne more and more inîpor-

ant ur.til 've find our finest quality, colored
cooking apple, the Kin-, is bringing the
very highiest price in the British market,
being sold sornetirnes as high as S7.oo, a
barrel Mvien GreeningI-s and BDaldwiiis are
only $3.oo and $5. 00. We have no doubt
at ail that quality wvill every year becorne
more important and tha*,t, for the best resuits,
especially in a fancy trade, ighl fiavor wvill
be ini tinie a more important feature for the
grower to consider, than even productiveness
of tree or color of fruit. For the man whio
caîî afford to wait, and wvho wvill grive the best
cultivation, our Northern Spy is mnost to
be cornrnencded, for it combines quality and
beauty as no other apple on the list, wvhile
the Ben Davis is almiost at the bottomn of the
list for quality, and should be planted spar-

'1111E BEN 1)AVIS.OUR position on this question is strent-th-
0ened Dy the present drop in demiand

for B3en Davis, wlhere this apple is best

knowil. Immînense orcliards of it hiave been
planted ini IlIlinois and great profits hiave
been made fromi themi but a change lias
corne, for consumers have tired of an apple
of suchi poor quality and are asking for sorne-
thing better. 111 proof, wve quote frori " The
Fi uit Grower's journal," of Cobden, Ili., as
follows :"The current receipts of apples ini

this and othier leading markets of the WVest
at present and for some trne past, show
that over nine-tentlis of the receipts are of
the Ben D)avis variety. On last Saturdav
four boats unloadedi on our levee io,ooo
barrels of apples, fullv three-fourths of themn
from Illiniois and the remainder froni MNis-
souri. A canvas of the subject among the
receivers disclosed the fact that 9,5oo barrels
wvere Ben Davis, and railroad receipts showv
a simiilar record. Now~ tlîis proportion is
out of ail reason, greatlv to the detrirnent of
the apple industry an d an injury to the apple
growers at largt '

4 For vears the Ben Davis lias been founci
a profitable apple frorn a commercial stand-
point, and this Lias led to a heavy run on the
nurseryrnen for such trees. The demand
not only continued without abatement, but
rzi'pidly increased to the exclusion of aIl the
better sorts, and wve are thus confronted wvithi
the startling fact that a large number of the
best varieties growvn had to -ive way to one
of the poorest ini cultivation-an apple hiardly
fit to eat or cook, and vet everv market ini
the entire southwvest is nowv flooded wvith it.
Thle inevitable result is before us, as the Ben
Davis is nowv selling at figures thai average
only a trifle ov'er haîf that the other sorts are
lîringinv.

"A miost discouraging feature is still ini
store for the Ben Davis, for niost of thie orders
coniing ini for apples nov request no more
B3en IDavis. E.-ven the country niercliant,
wvho orders only five or. ten barrels, alniost
invariably adds, « Don't send mie any Ben
Davis.' Thus nîucli loveer prices for it
seeni -Lssured, wvhile the other -sorts, so mucli
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