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munity than do these same rules
determine the character and standing
of a nation in the world of civiliza-
tion. Neither the glitter of its power,
nor the tinsel of its commercial pros-
perity, nor the gaudy show of its
people’s wealth can conceal the can-
kering rust of national dishonesty, and
cover the meanness of national bad
faith. A constant stream of thought-
ful, educated men should come from
our universities and colleges preach-
ing national honor and integrity, and
teaching that a belief in the necessity

of national obedience to the laws of’

God is not born of superstition.

I do not forget the practical neces-
sity of political parties, nor do I deny
their desirability. I recognize whole-
some differences of opinion touching
legitimate governmental policies, ahd
would by no means control or limit
the utmost freedom in their discus-
sion. I have only attempted to sug-
gest the important patriotic service
which our institutions of higher edu-
cation and their graduates are fitted
to render to our people, in the en-
forcement of those immutable truths
and fundamental principles which are
related to our national condition, but
should never be dragged into the field
of political strife nor impressed into
the service of partisan contention.

When the excitement of party war-
fare presses dangerously near our
national safeguards, I would have the
intelligent conservatism of our uni-
versities and colleges warn the con-
teslants in impressive tones against
the perils of a breach impossible to
repair.

When the attempt is made todelude
the people into the belief that their
suffrages can change the operation of
natural laws, I would have our uni-
versities and colleges proclaim that
those laws are inexorable and far re-
moved from political control.

When selfish interest seeks undue

private benefits through governmental
aid, and public places are claimed as
rewards of party service, I would have
our universities and colleges persuade
the people to a relinquishment of the
demand for party spoils and exhort
them to a disinterested and patriotic

love of their government for its own

sake, and because in its true adjust-
ment and unperverted operation it
secures to every citizen his just share
of the safety and prosperity it holds
in store for ali.

When a design is apparent to lure
the people from their honest thoughts
and to blind their eyes to the sad
plight of national dishonor and bad
faith, I would have Princeton Univer-
sity, panoplied in her patriotic tradi-
tions and glorious memories, and
joined by all the other universities and
colleges of our land, cry out against
the infliction of this treacherous and
fatal wound.

I would have the influence of these
institutions on the side of religion
and morality. I would have those
they send out among the people not
ashamed to acknowledge God, and to
proclaim His interposition in the
affairs of men, enjoining such obedi-
ence to His laws as makes manifest
the path of national perpetuity and
prosperity.

I hasten to concede the good al-
ready accomplished by our educated
men in purifying and steadying poli-
tical sentiment ; but I hope I may be
allowed to intimate my belief that
their work in these directions would
be easier and more useful if it were
less spasmedic and occasional. The
disposition of our people is such that
while they may be inclined to distrust
those who only on rare occasions
come among them from an exclusive-
ness savoring of assumed superiority,
they readily listen to those who ex-
hibit a real fellowship and a friendly
and habitual interest in all that con-
cerns the common welfare. Such a
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