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High Cost of

Sydney Business Ian Claims Tha.t B.etuler isnot
Responsible. Maxes Comparison of Form-
er Prices. Blames Combines for In-
creased Price of Goods

4
Says the Sydney Record:—Among!
people today there is perhaps
that receives so much attention
the high cost of living. One portion

of the public blames the retail teal-,
‘same
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mes the cembines.

high prices, another
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wonder is if the puhlic is being so un-
jt, at least, would have us believe,
that there khas not been long ago an
eruption which would sweep ths
combines, or retailers, both, out
of existence. The fact that the pub-
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stage yet would ssem to indicate that |
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some of the
laid at its own door.
the opinion o!a%
fashioned -oat meal porridge
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who conducts one of the largest and,
in‘f
aj

i:13!; for them. The dealers could

ost successful provision stores
th: city, in- an -interview wih
Record reporter.

“‘In the first plaee,”’ the gentleman
said, ‘‘the term ‘high cost of living’
is misleading. I claim that living
p... really hxgber than it wag Jears
Hgo, Lanparatwel; speaking it .is
Many arficles of course, have

in pnce as, for instance,
eggs and butter, but the
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in some cases Dby
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ices of a great
ch ag one
instance, I saw
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ten and twelve cents
and tea fifty to sixty cents a|
Now all these arti-
food, and the lower prices are
for them today should offset the
prices paid for such staples
and eggs.
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as meat

RETAILERS PROFIT-IS SMALL
«The retail dealer’s profits are small
In proof of this I refer to Dun’s rec-
where you can see that there
have been more failures among retail
dealers, especially retail grocers, dur-
ing the past year, than in any
other line of business. It was not an
all-round bad season, for féw manu-
facturers failed. Moreover, the hotel
business was good. This goes to show
that‘a good deal of travelling was
done, from which we can infer taat
money was not practically scarce.
Moreover, the prices of a great many
articles, package meats and teas, for
example, are not set by the reeail
grocer, but by the manufacturer. The |
retailer does not control the prices of |

these goods at all. Lately for exam-‘

ple, the manufacturers have been '
putting up molasses in sma‘l tins, to
sell at a fixed price, and beyond this
price the retailer cannot go.
REAL, CAUSE OF HIGH LIVING
“*Admitting even that the cost of
living is high, the blame of it cannot
certainly be laid at the door of the
retail dealer. Living, as most peo-
ple live, is high,” but not altogether
because of high prices.
““In the first place, most buyers, es-

pecially women, do not exercise good

and
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A\'OTHER REASON
merchant about twen-
Flour was put d(»wm

deal of this.

try can hardly be expected to

‘sponsible for the increasad price
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judgment in buying. Many women

all the problems that are before the‘v.ill come into a store and buy a five-
none:
as |twenty-five cents.

rolled oats for
They buy the pack-
age because it contains a cheap dish,
worth: three or four cents. For the
prica they could buy seven
i pounds of the same article in bulk. In
they are paying five
a pound rolted

pound package of

for

cream of wh
in packages at a €O rt of thirty
cent over the article in bulk,
pufied wheat, pufled rice, grape-nuts,
and other package groceries, many of
which are almost worthless as artic-
People are
foods of which
know nothing, because they are wide-
ly advertised and put upin Tancy
packages. A general return to

and

les of food.

would
mean a great saving of money. Gro-
cers, of course, ust  handle these |
lines of goods, because customers
a.l_
vise them, but customer3 are chary
about accepting advice. If a clerk ad-

is vises a. customer to buy any particu-

lar lizp in preference to another the
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getting for
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=+ Another explanation for the (sup-
posed) increased cost of living may
b?fol'nd in the steady influx of coun-
try men to the cities and towns. The
fwomen arg responsible for a great
The solid advanta_es of
country life are lost sight of in the
more showy attractions of the eity.
The people who are not satisfied
with the quiet comfort of the coun-

economically ' in the city. They are
extravagant, and when they find that
they are not making ends meet, they
lay ‘the blame on the high cost /of

‘living. For instance, one of our col-

lectors called on a woman lately to
collect a grocery bill. The lady made
a pari payment which the collector
thought was less than she should have
been able to make. The woman ex-
plained that she was keeping a dol-
lar or so to enable herself and ¢hil-
dren to attend the nickel. Now, it is
all right to go to theatres if one can
afford it, but people with unpaid gro-
| cery bills should not think of it, or if
they do, should grumble less at the
high cost 0‘ living.

COMBINES . PARTLY
RESPONSIBLE.

The combines, of course, are Te-
of
gome lines of groceries, Canned goods
particularly have gone up in price
under the combine, But canned goods
are not among the necessities, and
people could force down the prices
by buying less. The prices of canned
goods would certainly go down with

the decreased Wdemand for them.
(Continued on page 4.
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It Was His Desire to Reach the Cen-
tury Mark—Was born in
Nova Scotia in 1814.

Passiac, N. J., November 14—John
Whitman, Passiac’'s grand old man,
died last evening at his home, 104
Passiac Ave., in the ninety-eighth
year of his age.

Mr. Whitman, who was the
of Mrs. Frederigk P.
120 Paulison Ave.,
Passaic's oldest
though not in residence, for he
lived here only about ten years, He
hale and hearty, only two years
ago, making the journey to the sum-
mer home of his son, Clarence Whit-
at Katonah, N.Y., to attend:
celebr of hijs ninety-fifth
birthday, was attended
naarly all five
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Boston., He was able to eni 3
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while he slept, near
He was in full |

of all his faculties and in
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{ dred

| now living

| until 1856. For many years he was in
live |
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Mr. Whitman was boirn
1814, in a small

situated near .'\I‘F!';»l\‘.i:. Nova
in the land of Evangeline. He
descendant of John Whitman
came  to the new world in 1638,
was of a long-lived family, for
his father died at tne age of
years, his father’s grand
Mr. .Whitman’'s great grand-
died at the age of one hun-
A brother,
i# eighty-

ine 2rd
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Scotia,
was a

mother,
and elever 'years

in Annapolis,
eight years of age.

Mr. Whitman remained in Nova
businzss in Halifax and also in St.
John. On coming to the United
States, he first lived at Cambridge,
Mass., and later in- New York city.
Ten years ago he came to Passaic,
where he has since resided.

Mr. Whitman’s wife died some thir-
ty-six years ago and five children are
dead. The other children, three sons
and two daughters are now living.
One son, Clarence Whitman, formerly
president of the Merchants’ Associa-
tion of New York, is one of the lar-
gest cotton  manufacturers in New
York state. The other sons are Jas.
Whitman, connected with the New
York dry goods firm of Harding,
Whitman & Co., and William Whit-
man.

Sad Fatality at
Sherbrooke Village

Five-year-old Daughter of C.. W. An-
derson Burned to Death, and
Mother Also Badly
Burned.

Sherbrooke,7 N. 8., Nov. 27—Two
fatalities, which occurred early to-)
day have case a gloom over the vil-
lage. On Saturday evening Margaret,
the five-year-old daughter of C. W.
Anderscn, 8o generally known as
Warden of the Municipality, and
Pregident of the Scotia Lumber and
Shipping Company, while playing
near a table on which was a lighted
upon

overturned lamp. In an
the child’'s clothing was a
mass of flames. The mother, with a
baby in  her lap was in the same
room and as soon as she could lay
the infant down ran to the assistance
of the poor little girl who was
rolling on the floor and being roast-
ed alive. Mrs. Anderson rolled the
child in a mat and held it around her
while Laurie and another little
daughter with admirable presence of
mind procured a bucket of water am:
fnally extinguished the flames, bu
too late to save little Margaret't
life.

Drs. Ellis and Densmore were on
the sc2ne -in a few minutes and did
everything to relieve the child’s suf-
fering but she passed away in = con-
vulsions . at midnight on Sunday.
Mrs. Anderson was dreadfully burned
on the hands and-arms in her brave
affort tc  save her - child, and the
child’s death following so soon after,
the mother’s condition jis now very
serious.
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J. W. Beckwith’s Narrow-

ly Escapes Destractiou by
Fire.~-Back ~ of- Shop
Gutted and Stock Dam-

aged by Fire‘and

Water.

The store of J. W, Backwith
gutted fire early this
Shortly after one o’clock
th broke out ‘around the
nace pipe in the back shop a1

broke through the south wall. The g

coming over

almost by
morning
e fire fur-
1
a
seen
Beckwith Irom

his houst

the roof by Mr.
windows of
the
ratiring

north. He is not in the

early and fortunately
not asleep, otherwise, if the fire bad
at this stage,
have saved the buil

2 F o~ o~
aisasger Lo

not been discovered

nothing could d
probably the
would have beea wide spread

ng blowing

and

as there wasa Bstr« wind
m the south.
Almost at the
was discovered by tke Captain of the
fire department, M. MeclLeod, who
a few doors to the south. Mr.
Fred Beckwith quickly aroused
and ran to pull
and at the same time groused

dn. thy meantime

i Banm
on the gardan
stream had ib“' y
however, all the fire com |
the spot with the hose
great st.éam ;

sameé time the fure |

was
in the general alarm
fire-
Mr.
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small
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and
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pany
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time
A

to this

to the
the sliop. The
of the shx‘,
hy the flames,
damaged by smoke and water,
the loss will be heavy. The in
on the stock is Ct“.lm rej
resenting probably about one-third of
its value. The insurance omn - the
building is $2,000, the company repre-
sented being the Aetna.

Mr. Beckwith and his clerks were in |
the store quite late last evening
marking Christmas goodg. Fortunate- |
ly a portion of his latest s'mpmem
of goods was still at the D. R.
station awaiting delivery.

The warmest sympathy is expressed |
by our townsmen for Mr. Beckwith |
in his loss, the disaster weing
greater in that it comes just at the
beginning of  what promxsed to be
an excaptwnal season’s trade.

Praise is given the fire company |
which so quickly responded to the
alarm and rendered their services so
promptly and successfully. To this
tact and the splendid water supply
which the town possesses is due the
escape of Bridgetown from the fate
of Middleton a Yyear ago.

-

A. DeW. Foste;' Makes
His Maiden Speech

An Ottawa despatech ig as follows:
—Arthur DeWitt Foster, the brilliant |
young Conservative membe! from
Kings, who defeated Sir Frederick
Borden at the last election, deliver-
ed his maiden @peech in the house of
commons today upon the debate on
the address in reply to the speech
from the throne, Mr. Foster has a
powerful voice and pleasing address
and the ability which he disprayed
in the house may account in . part
for his notable victory, though he de-
clared that his triumph over the ex-
minister of militia had not heen a per-
sonal one but had represented the
opposition of his constituents to the
Taft-Fielding agreement.

Upper (B}anvtlle

Upper (,ranvﬂle Nov. 25:— Mrp.
BEdwin Dodge has been spending a
week or more with her brother, Mr.
Charles Dodge. Mrs. Dodge will spend
the coming winter with her sister,
Mrs. Henry Troop of Belleisle.

Mr. Edmund Clarke is visitidg his
daughter, Mrs. Fenwick Balcom, near
Annapolis.

Miss C. E. Longley is the guest of
Mrs. Albert FitzRandolph.

Novamber days are passing quickly,

and have given us many changes in
temperature, A broken winter at
present seems apparent.

It is reported that Mr. Roy Fash,
son of Mr, L. D. Fash, will raqmove
shortly from Sydney, C.B., to Prince
Edward Island,

Miss Jennie Fellows, who has »etn
teaching with sueceis in the far West,
is expected home and will spend
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Down to Rock Bo‘tom

London Telegraph Reviews the Con-
ditions in the Fruit Market and
Points out the Advantages
and Disadvantages of
our Great Crop in
the Annapolis

A Valley.

(From London Telegraoh)
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apples, luding

weight

been r an enormous

samples of first-rate size, appearance,
Now the opportunity
give the public the
cheap

and quality. is
for
beneiit
purchases.
best Nova

| be offered

retailers to

of their wonderfully
There
Scotia apples -should not
to the public at 2d. per
| pound. Some tradesmen are wise
enough to take a reasonable profit,
and thereby please their patrons and |
ensure a continuance of satisfactory
business. -Others prefer to sell less
fruit at a greater remuneration on
their outlay. It is for the public to

ecide whom they will support.

is no reason why

Two other good varieties of  the
Nova Scotian apples, the Blenheim |
and King, are also very cheap, and |
can with advantage be retailed at
2d., or at the most 2§ per pound. It
is worthy of note that at the present
| time London is by far - the cheapest
market for apples in the British
Isles. ‘This may be due to its proxi-
mity to Kent, whence come 80 many
good home-grown varietiés. Still,
whatever may be the cause, there
is no denying the fact there is a great
slump in apples, which will probab-
ly continue for some little while, as
there are huge guantities to come.

HOME GRIEVANCES '
NOT A FEW. ’;

True friends are said to share the|
joys and sorrows of others. Now is|
the opportunity for Colonial apple |
growers to sympathize with those of |
England, because the complaint of
cheap apples is likewise prevalent in
Kent. Even the famous Cox’s orange|
pippin is changing hands at 3s. to
58. per half basketat Covent-garden,
whilst King pippins and Blen heims |
are still lower in price. The crop in|
England i large, . and the quality
good all round, and, as already
timated, ruling rates are very mod-
erate.
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Not omly indecent, but vulgar and
suggestive pictorial oost cards are
not allowed the use of the malils,
Such cards instead of reaching the
person to whom sent, are forwarded
by instruction to the Dead Letter
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Remarkable 'Reirigious ﬁatﬁé;ing

|
!
|

NO. 383

'Missionary Convention

at Halifax Brought To-

gether Immense Audience to Hear Ad-
resses From World-Renowned
Religious Leaders

The =second day of the

sionary Convention
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The Archdeacon

the Diocese of Moosomin,

Renison,
was the
first and he ic a real orator.
He rose grandly to a grand theme,
“The Canada of today tomor-
s . - impossible to convey

venerable
of

speaker,

and

row, was

in print an adequate idea of the im-|

pression his«-address ‘made on the au-
dience. The 18th Century saw the
impenal rise of Britain; the 19th the
! meteoric rise of the TUnited States.
But Canada has the eye of the 20th

| century. We have the best part of the

Continent on our side of the line. We
have agricultural land for 48,000,000
of people and everything ¢€lse is In the
proposition. . No nation of 7,000,000
ever had such an opportunity; and
no nation of like population ever
boasted more of its resources; and
there is a spiritual side to material-
istic growth, The Christian people of
the country should getin on the
ground floor, and in the name of God
take possession of this our loved
land., Let us not bow down to a
God or worship pleasure
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1 The orator closed with

what

whs
a quotation
ﬁz*um Kipling's poem, ‘‘Lest we
(get.”’

{SIR ANDREW FRASER

‘ Much interest was centered
iappearance for the first
| mens’ convention Halifax
gAndrew Fraser.. His truly
‘ﬁgure. Of stocky and soldierly
ing, but wit*‘ ﬂ‘ ‘{he :
icharm of a ¢t Scottist

time
in

is a

he captured his audience at once
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The Empire as
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ary work in is needless to
say he
Missions.

is in Christain
He administered a
cast gation to the
trotter who looks in
and reports unfavorably
sions. If one wants to learn
my he does not go to a geologist.

Statistics do not tell us all that
' christian missions are doing in India
and the world. And Sir Andrew pro-
ceeded to give out of his thirty-seven
years contact with the work;of mis-
!sionaries many illustrations of the
efficacy of missionary work. At the
close of His address there was a
markable demonstration, the audience
rising as one man in réspect and ad-
miration of his noble words.

THE CALL TO SERVICE.

Mr. J. Campbell White had a hard
task to follow such a speaker, but
those who know him at his best will
believe that in his own grand way he
led the meeting to its climax. His
theme was ‘‘The call to service."* He
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SC&Dth al ‘,:‘;Ln("
upon a country
about mis-

astr

asirono-
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mission,

mong Korean Christian churches
their work. Ina certain

land stand for? Nine-tenths of the

(Continued on page 8).
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