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2 zTHE VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COLONIST' MONDAY NOVEMBER 4 1895.Ube on kotion of the Government in ceasing to sob- 
•oribe to the Province

E. M. JOHNSON
newspaper wee the 

decision of the Executive end was not done 
on the personal responsibility of CoL Baker.

The only blame we think can attach to the 
Government in the matter it that it should 
ever have subscribed to such a paper at all. 
But when the Province not only attacks the 
Government as an opposition paper 
ters of party politics but descends to the 
low level of trumping up foul accusations 
against the private character of Government 
officers aa-it did in lie issue of the 19ch ult, 
it Is high time that the Government 
oease patronizing such a disseminator of 
contemptible untruths.

As to the Hon. Colonel Baker, his phar- 
well known and respected that it 

it not likely to suffer from such base at. 
taoks, bub for the sake of the interests of oer 
country it is much to be regretted that an 
honorable man cannot undertake a leading 
position in politics without being subject to 
such indignities.

MONDAY. NOVEMBER 4, 1895.

DURR ANT CONVICTED.

The conviction of Durranton Friday must 
have been a surprise to nearly every one 
who took an interest in the trial. It was 
generally believed that after so protracted a 
trial the jury would take a long time to de
liberate, and not a few were in doubt 
whether they would after all agree to* 
diet. There was a great deal of evidence, 
but it was all circumstantial, and there are 
many persons of considerable Intelligence 
who have a prejudice against evidence of 
that kind. This was seen when a jury was 
being selected. A very large number of the 
talesmen
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because they openly avowed that they 
could not conscientiously agree to 
diet that had nothing bub circumstantial 
evidence to support Ik It was thought that 
even though some of the jurors might be 
morally certain that the prisoner hed 
committed the crime, they might not 
be able to satisfy 
the evidence from a legal point of 
view was strong enough to permit them to 
agree to a verdict of guilty. But the event 
has proved that there were no substantial 
grounds for such speculations. The jury
men must have studied the evidence as it 
was presented most carefully and arrived at 
an estimate of its value, so that when the 
trial was concluded they had little else to do 
than to record their verdict. Twenty min- 
utes was a very short time indeed to review 
the immense mass of testimony that they 
had heard. That the verdict was a1 right
eous one few that have followed the proceed
ings at all parefully will, we think, venture 
to deny.

The San Francisco newspapers must have 
saved the jury a great deal of trouble. Not 
content with publishing the evidence ver
batim they outlined much of it before it was 
given and commented upon it after it was 
heard in court. The prisoner was treated 
by them as guilty long before the verdict 
was delivered. Are the ends of justice 
furthered or hindered by this outspoken 
way of dealing with a case while It is being 
tried ? Is not such an unrestrained mode 
of reporting a case while it is pending 
calculated to prejudice the public and the 
jury either in favor of or against the 
accused Î Can a prisoner say that he la 
tried fairly when he is tried by the court 
and jury and the newspapers simultaneously? 
Though we strongly believe in the freedom 
of the press we incline to the opinion that 
euoh reports as appeared in the San Fran
cisco newspapers of the Durrant trial 
abuse of that freedom.

Another question suggested by the trial 
is how far is the counsel for the state war
ranted in going to secure a verdict favorable 
to hie contention. Should he confine his ad
dress to the jury to a statement of the facts, 
a business-like review of the evidence, and 
an argument to show their weight and signi
ficance ? Should he, in short, appeal solely 
tn the reason and the common sense of the 
jury, or is he besides doing all this 
ranted in making an impassioned appeal to 
them, taking for granted that the accused 
un an is without doubt guilty, and painting 
him as a monster of wickedness ? It

that appeals to prejudices and passions 
are out of place, and indeed unfair, on the 
part of the public prosecutor. Was the 
“ terrible arraignment ” of District Attorney 
Barnes in this Durrant case, for instance, 
necessary ? Did it help the jufy to arrive 
at an impartial verdict I Assuming for the
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Loans Effected, Rents and Income Collected. Deeds
Prepared, Etc., Etc.

Imithemselves that There it evidently going to be a little war 
in Ashanti. foriThe King of that country is a" 
very bad neighbor and it will be necessary 
to teach him good manners. His country is 
difficult of approach and he evidently be
lieves that the British will not consider it 
worth while to invade his territory. Be- 
sides he believes that he is
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agilstronger and 
his people are in a better condition to resist 
Invasion than they were twenty-one years 
ago, when Sir Garnet Woleeley paid Ash 
ti a visit and taught its inhabitants, from 
the King downwards, that it was not safe 
to trust too much to the forbearance of the 
British. The Ashantis have become so trouble
some of late that Colonel Sir Francis Scott, the 
Inspector General of the Gold Coast Forces, 
has come to the conclusion that the Gold 
Coast Colony can 
Ashanti has been brought under British rule. 
There appears to be a lady in this 
there is in almost every other. Colonel Scott 
says : “ The Queen mother—the mother of
the young King—is a powerful factor in the 
oountry and is responsible for much that 
occurs. The actual power of the King is 
small as he has to submit to his mother’s 
counsel.” The example which this lady sets 
to neighboring chiefs is dangerous. If she 
can set British authority at defiance they 
are inclined to believe that they can do the 
same, and they are consequently “ watching 
like a hen on a fence to see which way we
go-”
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In contiguous Blocks; Beautifully watered; forming one of the finest estates in the Province; house and 
farm buildings, 2000cattle; 50 to 80 horses; easy approach; good roads; railways projected to 

property and the estate is in close proximity to some of the best developed, most prom
ising gold mines in the District. The price of the whole is 

extremely moderate. Principals only treated with.
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About 1000 Acres of which is Plonghable Prairie of First-class Quality.In December Capt. Donald Stewart was 
sent to Comassie (now spelled Kumaesi) 
with an ultimatum, to which no attention 
seems to have been paid. Since then an- » T-T <ao A 1 pedigree" Hereford Bull,
other ultimatum has been sent, demanding 1 V^ctlUC
that the King put his oountry under Brit- TT
i«h protection. To this demand, it is * 2 llOTSCS.

beet’ gWenf^nd b‘not ît^rem.i^ PloUgHs, HSHOWS, £££*’ W*°n’ *#“1 hapl°'

which she seems well incited Ï d7& st Double HaiUCSS, ^t^BridK eï ****** (UdU*

Francis Scott said to the representative of —, . genre), Mates, eto.
Renter’s agency : “If the King absolutely Blacksmiths' ®*Uow*» Anvil *nd reels and Carpenter»’ Tool*, 
refuses to accept a British protectorate, it ^
will be necessary to despatch a strong force 
of Imperial troops, not necessarily white 
troops. Some special service officers will be 
required from England. A force of say 100 
troops from Lagos, 600 Gold Coast Housses 
and a battalion of the West Indian regiment 
—which I found worked so well in the Juba 
campaign, would, in my opinion, be suffi
cient.”
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Q.P nnm (shingle fooled» Stable for 10 homes, with hay loft
Z AVUVI11 11 UUbC above; Stone Roothooie, Store Buildings, Daim 
Cow Sheds, etc., eta. ■"
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7 MileS (sbou<^ a**n,Un6 Fences, In good order; CornUa, &c.

Small Lot Household Furniture,

• These localities are rapidly settling up and as farm land Is limited great Induce 
loration having capital and knowledge necessary to develop and work these estates, 
could be run In connection with the farm.
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There are many who are ready to assert 
moment that the man was Innocent, would thst slavery does not and oannot exist under 
not the District Attorney have taken British rule, 

himself
WVWWVN^WWWVVWWWWVVWSuoh persons will be shocked 

a terrible reeponalbil- to know that hundreds of thousands of
ity in thus going ont of his slaves—negro slaves—live and suffer under
way and using aU his power of eloquence the protection of the British flag. And
to fasten the rope round the neck of a man more than that, it is found not to be by any
who was guiltless of offence ! It seems to means an easy matter to procure for these

•us that neither the newspaper* nor the pub- (laves their freedom, 
lie prosecutor should say or do anything
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LE3. O- BOX 188. TELEPHONE NO. 74:.
Brslavery Is a very mid institution in that part 

of the world it has deep roots in its society 
and cannot be eradicated without making a 
great deal of disturbance. The Times says t 
“ The civil and municipal law of Zanzibar

kfcailar do not attempt to abolish slavery. 
Baron Sehele, the Governor of German Bkst 
Africa, declared only a year ago that any 
general measure for the abolition of 
slavery was “out of the question, as it 

has been for centuries. the • Sheris1 or- would inevitably result in the economic rain 
religious law of Islam and remains so to thl» 
day. That law sanctions slavery ; and in
deed domestic slavery, as Mr. Harding» 
observes, is a fundamental factor in the social 
system of Islam. The entire free Mahome- 
dan population, and probably the Mabomedan 
slaves themselves, regard it as an instituai» 
sanctioned by the religious law. The mas
ters consider interference with it as vexa-

HnCmirANEOUS.WILFUL MURDER, hand
while

There are on the west coast of Africa two 
calculated to make It difficult for an tone- islands, Zanzibar and Pemba, 
cent man to make his innocence manifest, absolutely under British control. In the 
They, on the contrary, should do everything former of which there are 140,000 slaves 
that their duty to society can permit tomake acme of them held legally and some illegally’ 
n easy for the accused man to prove that There are, according to Mr. Donald Mao'. 
he\ is not guilty of the offence with kenzie, 
which he is charged. But if every- 0f Pemba.
thing that forensic talent and journalistic no mistake about this we will quote verba- 
skill can devise is done to prtjudlce the tim part of a resolution passed unanimously 
minds of the jury and the public against at a meeting of the British and Foreign 
him, this might be made almost if not alto- Anti-Slavery Society recently held in Lon- 
gether impossible. We believe, that Dcr- don: “ That whereas it la computed that a 
rant was guilty and that the verdict 
righteous one, but we also believe that If he 
had been Innocent it would have been

ThGRATEFUL-COMFORTING.
H- H. Holmes- Found Guilty* of the 

Murder of B. F- 
Pitzel-
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Sf0 #1Lit0 r®8l8fc every tendency to disease. 
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating 
Mound us readytto attack wherever there Is a 
Zwf•££?’t‘ , mai: escape many a fatal 
^£t,SL$.eeplJ18 ourselves well fortified with
gi^8^cenGazSttePerl7 nonil8hed fram«'

JAMES EPPS dt CO., Ltd., Homoeopathic Chem
ists, London, Englar d.

of the colony." This seems to be pretty modi 
the opinion of Mr. Hardings and other» in 
authority in Zanzibar.
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A Unanimous Verdict of Guilty 
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BRITAIN AND VENEZUELA* Col
Philadelphia, Nov. 2.—Counsel Rotan 

having addressed the jury for the defence of 
Holmes on, trial for the murder of B, F. 
Pitzel, Judge Arnold, who presided, having 
received the evidence continued : 
questions most be determined by yontin this 
oase : Is-Pitzel dead ? did be die s violent 
death ? if-he did, did the prisoner kill him 
or did he commit suicide ? -*

Holmes was convicted of murder in the 
first degree. He coughed slightly when he 
heard the worst, but that was the-only sign 
The jpry retired at 5,40 o’clock. They 
had, It le eald, reached their verdict 
before the doors-of the room closed upon 
them but for hunger sake ate their supper 
first. Then they took a ballot and every 
man. of the twelve answered r “ Guilty of 
musder in the first degree.1’

Holmes, before he was taken back to the 
Moyamenelng prison said, “ I feel that this 
condemns me. It was an unjust, trial.” 
Immediately after the announcement of the 
verdiot the usual application of leave 
60 a motkn for a new trial
was made. The verdiec was a surprise to 
many persona who did not believe the crime 

Shad been fastened upon Holmes beyond a 
reasonable doubt.

email 
drill IN*w, York, Nov. 2.—A special i to the 

Herald from Barbadoes, West Indies, saya 
Great Britain may have to declare war with 
Venezuela but not upon the boundary 
Mon. In previous dispatches reports have 
been circulated that for some weeks Vene
zuelan gunboats had been cruising, along the 
ooaet of the Spanish main and in British 
waters off tho island of Trinidad,, one of the 
islands forming the group of the British 
Indies ; that complaints had been lodged 
with the colonial government as to the un- 
unwarrantable Interference by th# Venezue
lan gunboats with British vessels trading in 
these waters, and to the fact that British 
ships had, been fired upon, th* crews nar
rowly escaping with life, while the eaito had 
been rent by the shots from the Venezuelan 
croisera.

People here have been startled by the 
announcement that a commander named 
Filbert,, on board a Venezuelan ooast guard, 
baa shot down Thomaa Garcia, owner of the 
Britieh schooner Myosotis, on board that 
v®*"®1» whUe on a voyage from Port of Spain, 
Trinidad, in a moat unprovoked manner. 
The schooner was brought to. and the guards 
floats at once came alongside and took the 
schooner, with its dead owner and frighten
ed orew on board, in tow, and proceeded to 
Uarupano. Here the vessel was rummaged 
from stem to stern, and as there was no con
traband goods found on board the vessel 
was liberated.

The Myosotis was aeized by the Vene- 
nelane some time ego upon »n alleged 
breaoh of the revenue laws. Mr. Garcia 
decided to defend the oaee, and proceeded 
to Caracas for trial. The court dismissed 
the aotion and liberated the vessel 
Whether the murder of Mr. Garola was the 
outcome of revenge for the defeat of the 
Venezuelan commander in court is a ques
tion which is being eagerly discussed here.
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was a quarter of million of slaves are at the pres-
ent time engaged In working upon the plan- • 

un- tatione or as porters, &o , in the Islands of 
necessarily hard for him to con rince the jury Zanzibar and Pemba, having first
and the public that he bad not murdered slaved in Central Africa under circumstance, 

ano e amont. of the greatest barbarity—and nearly all of
them taken to Zanzibar and Pemba Illegally 
in contravention of the Sultan’s decree of 

The Province newspaper In its issue of the 1873< abolishing the above trade—this meet- 
19th ult. made a covert attaok of a gross ln8 would emphatically urge Her Majesty’s 
nature on whoever had Induced the Duke of Government to abolish the status of slavery 
Montrose to invest In the Golden Eagle mine *“ Zanzibar and Pemba without further de- 
at Albernl, although there was not the ^y, Ltaemuoh as the continuance cf a state 
slightest foundation for suoh a charge.

tious and, in some instances, as oppressive.
. . The relation of the sexes, to take

another example, through all classes of 
aoolety, was sanctioned by the Divine au
thority of-the Koran, largely depends on the 
existence of slavery, and here again Mr. 
Hardings oitee oases which show the danger 
of interfering with habits approved by popu
lar opinion. By law all the children born in 
Zanzibar since 1890 are free, but Mr. Har
dings has shrunk from vindicating the right 
to freedom of the children of slave mothers 
leet the owners should refuse to contribute 
to their support.”
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slavery necessarily leads to a corresponding 

It was well known that Colonel Baker aot*vlty in the slave trade.” 
acted as agent for the Duke in this matter, The state of these slaves does not appear to 
but the Province in its Issue of the 26th be maoh better than that of slaves generally, 
ult. stated it was unaware of that fact, and 1,1 had been said that they were contented 
the editor tried to wriggle out of the miser- w*th their condition, and that to liberate 
able position in which he had placed himself them without finding homes and occupation 
by what he now oalls an apology, but which for them would be cruelty. But Mr. Mao- 
no reasonable f arson could consider to be one. Benzie said in hie speech :

Finding that Colonel Baker

Showing:the Dates and Places of Courts 
of Assize, Nisi iPrius, .Oyer and Ter
miner, and General Gaol Delivery for 
the Year, 1885.

This, it must be confessed, is a perplexing 
state ef things, but the diffieulties that lie 
in the way of abolishing slavery in these 
African Islande must be surmounted in some 
way. Slavery to Incompatible with British 
foie, and slavery in ZAnslbar does net ap
pear to he at all leas detestable than it to 
and has been in other countries. The Brit
ish public will give Mr. Chamberlain to 
know that slavery can be no more tolerated 
in the olove plantations of Zar giber than it 
oonld in the sugar plantations of the West 
Indies. The olove planters most learn to cul
tivate their lands without slaves: It to singular 
that the law abolishing the trade in slaves 
has not been enforced. It has been evaded 
and the plantations have been recruited by 
slaves carried over from the continent. If 
this trade were suppressed free labor Would 
have to he imported and then domestic 
slavery oould be more easily dealt with.

The Germans in circumstances somewhat

fall assisbs.
Vernon . 
Lytten ..Monday....... 14th October
VT __ ..Friday™....... 11th October
New Westminster. Wednesday,6th November 
Vancouver 
Victoria ...
Nanaimo..

Th
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■Monday....... 11th November
■Tuesday ... ,19th November 

- -Tuesday .... 26th November 
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was, very “ At Chakl Chaki I walked into a tumble- 
properly, suing the paper for libel the editor down old prison. Here I found a number 
in the issue of yesterday at last anoWize. °! P^onere, male and female, heavily 
tn r-nlnnel mT poiogizes chained and fettered. I thought that these
to Colonel Baker for the gross assertion, in men and women must be dreadful criminal 
connection with the Golden Eagle, but in the er murderers or they must have committed 
next page use* most contemptible tactioe in *,mllar «rimes and are now awaiting their
br»dL1°t7llt ln anotber direction ^thereîXeln^
by trying to fasten upon him the personal who had stolen a little rice from hie master?
responsibility of the Government having All the others I found were wearing these
ceased to subscribe for thirty-six copies ef P0”4”00» «haine and fetters because they
the Province newspaper, twenty.four of ^^®PAted,t°I"5*î^ir0“ thelrorn#l

which are distributed among leading libra-
ries In England. slaves.”

Wears In a position to state that the The masters of these slaves are Arabs, As

Montreal, Oot. 30—(Special}—The Bank 
of Montreal has received from the Cariboo 
gold mines in British Columbia a pyramid 
and a brick of gold valued at $70,000. This

i wick™ l^eOi ^ 8,435 om,oee» end the
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THE WOULD MEDICAL ELECTRIC CD-’
London Ont™ Canada.
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