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DURRANT CONVIOTED.

The conviction of Durrant on Friday must
have been a surprise to nearly every one
who took an interest in the trial. It was
generally believed that after so protracted a
trial the jury would tske a long time to de-
liberate, and not a few were in doubt
whether they would after all agree to.a ver-
dict. There was a great deal of evidenoce,
but it was all circumstantial, and there are
many persons of considerable intelligence
who have a prejudice against evidence of
that kind. This was seen when & jury was
being selected. A very large number of the
talesmen were challenged and rejected
because they openly avowed that they
could not conecientiously agree to s ver-
diot that had nothing but ocircumstantial
evidenoe to support it. Ib was thoaght that
even though some of the jurors might be
morally oertain that the prisoner hsd
committed the orime, they might not
be able to satisfy themselves that
the evidence from a legal point of
view was strong enough to permit them to
agree to a verdiot of guilty. But the event
has proved that there were no substantial
grouods for sach speculations. The jurye
men must have studied the evidence as it
was presented most carefully and arrived at
an estimabte of its value, B0 that when the
trial was concluded they had little else to do
than to record their verdiot, TCwenty min-
utes was a very short time indeed to review
the Immense mass of testimony that they
had heard. That the verdict was a) righte
eous one few that have followed the proceed-
ings at all garefnlly will, we think, venture
to deny. }

The San i"‘rnnoluoo newspapers must have
saved the jury a great deal of trouble. Not
content with publishing the evidence ver-
batim they outlined much of it before it was
given and commented upon it after it was
heard in court. The prisoner was treated
by them as guilty long before the verdict
was delivered. Are the ends of justice
furthered or hindered by this outepoken
way of dealing with a case while it is being
tried? Is not such an unrestrained mode
of reporting a case while it is pending
calculated to prejudice the public and the
jury either in favor of or against the person
"~ acoused? Can & prisonor say that he is
tried fairly when he is tried by the court
and jury and the newspapers simultaneously?
Though we strongly believe in the freedom
of the press we incline to the opinion that
euch reports as appeared in the San Fran.
cisco newepapers of the Durrant trial are an
abuse of that freedom.

Another question suggested by the trial
is how far i the counsel for the state war-
ranted in going to secure a verdict favorable
bo his contention. Should he confine his ad-
dress to the jury to a statement of the facts,
& business-like review of the evidence, and
an argument to show their weight and signi-
ficance ? Should he, in short, appeal solely
t1 the reason and the common sense of the
jury, or is he besides doing all this war-
ranted in making an impassioned appeal to
them, taking for granted that the acoused
man is without doubt guilty, and painting
him as a monster of wickedness ? It seems
to us that appeals to prejudices and passions
are out of place, and indeed unfair, on the
part of the public prosecutor. Was the
“** terrible arraignment * of District Attorney
‘Barnes in this Dorrant case, for instanoce,
neocessary ! Did it help the jufy to arrive
ab an impartial verdiot? Assuming for the
-moment that the man was innocent, would
not the Distriot Atborney have taken
wupon himself a terrible responsibil.
ity in thus going out of  his
way and using all his power of eloquence
to fasten the rope round the neck of a man
who wae guiltless of .offence? It seems to
uy that neither the newspapers nor the pub-
lic prosecutor should say or do anything
‘calculated to make it difficult for an inno~
<cent man to make his innocence manifest,
They, on the contrary, shounld do everything
that their dttty to society can permit tomake
it easy for the accused man to prove that

he. is not guilty of the offence with
which he is charged. Bat if every-
thing that forensic talent and journalistio
skill can devise is done to prejudice the
minde of the jury and the public against
him, this might be made almost if not alto-

gether impossible. We believe. that Dar-

rant was guilty and that the verdict was a

righteous one, but we also believe that if he

had been innocent it would have been un-

necessarily hard for him to conrvince the jury
* and the public that he had not murdered
Blanche Lamont.

'JOURNALISTIC RUFFIANISA.

The Province newspaper in its issue of the
19th ult. made a covert attack of & gross
nature on whoever had induced the Duke of
Montrose to invest in the Golden Eagle mine
at Albernl, although there was not the
elightest foundation for such a charge, -

It was well known that Colonel Baker
acted as agent for the Duke in this matbter,
but. the .Province in ite issne of the 26th
ult. stated it was unaware of that fact, and
the editor tried to wriggle out of the miser-
able position in which he had placed himself
by what he now calls an apology, but which
no reasonable ferson could consider to be ons,

Finding that Colonel Baker was, very
properly, suing the paper for libel the-editor
in the iseue of yesterday at last apologizes
to Colonel Baker far the gross assertions in
connection with the Golden Eagle, bat in the
nexb page uses mosh contemptible tactios in
order to disoredit himin another direction
by trying to fasten upon him the personal
respongjbility ‘of the Government having
ceased to subsoribe for thirty-six copies ef
the Provinoe newspaper, twenty-foar of
which are distributed among leading libra-
cles in England. )

We are in a pesition to state that the I

action of the Government in opasing to snb-
soribe to the Province newspaper was the
tecision of the Executive and was not done
on the personal responsibility of Col. Baker,
_The only blame we think can attach to the
Government in the master is that it should
ever have subscribed to such a paper at all.
But when the Province not only attacks the
Government as an opposition paper on mab-
ters of party politics bubt descends to the
low level of trumping up foul acousations
against the private character of Government
officera as-it did in ite issue of. the 19:h ult.,
it is high time that the Government should
cease patronizing euch a disseminator of
contemptible untruths.

As to the Hon. Colonel Baker, his ghar-
acter is 80 well known and respected that it
is not likely to suffer from such base at_
tacks, bub for the sake of the interests of owr
country it is much to be regretted that an
honorable man cannot undertake a leading
position in politics without being subject to
such indignities.

THB ASHANTI DIFFICULTY.

There is evidently going to be a little war
in Ashanti. The King of that country is a
very bad neighbor and it will be necessary
to teach him good manners. His country is
difficult of approsch and he evidently be-
lieves that the British will not consider It
worth while to invade his territory. Be.
sides he believes that he is stronger and
his people are in a better condition to resist
invasion than they were twenty-one years
8go, when Sir Garnet Wolseley paid Ashan.
ti a visit and taught ite inhabitants, from
the King downwards, that it was not safe
to trust too much to the forbeararce of the
British. The Ashantishavebecomesotroable-
some of late that Colonel Sir FrancisSoots, the
Inspector General of the Gold Coast Forces,
has come to the conclusion that the Gold
Coast Colony can never be quiet until
Ashanti has been brought under British rule.
There appears to be a-lady in this oase as
there is in almost every other. Colonel Scott
says: * The Queen mother—the mother of
the young King—is a powerful factor in the
country and is responsible for much that
oocurs. [The actual power of the King is
small as he has to submit to his mother’s
counsel.” The example which this lady sets
to neighboring chiefs is dangerous. If she
oan seb British authority at defiance they
are inclined tp believe that they can do the
same, and they are consequently *¢ watching
like a hen on a fence to see which way we
go. ”

In contiguous Blocks;
farm buildings,

In December Capt. Donald Stewart was
sent to Comassie (now spelled Kumassi)
with an ultimatum, to which no attention
seems to have been paid. Since them an-
other ultimatum has been sent, demanding
that the King put his country under Brit-
ish protection. To this demand, it is
said, a point blank refusal has
been given, and now it remains
for Great Britain to enforce her demand,
which she seems well inclined to do. Sir
Francis Scott said to the representative of
Reuter’'s agency : *‘ If the King absolutely-
refuses vq accept a British protectorate, ‘it
will be necéssary to despatch a strong force
of Imperfal troops, not necessarily white
troops. Some special service officers will be
required from England. A foroe of say 100
troops from Lagos, 600 Gold Coast Houssas
and a battalion of the West Indian regiment
—which I found worked so well in the Juba
campaign, would, in my opinion, be suffi-
clent.”
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SLAVERY UNDER THE FLAG.

There are many who are ready to assert
that slavery does not and cannot exist under
British rule. Such persons will be shocked
to know that hundreds of thousands of
slaves—negro slaves—live and suffer under
the protection of the British flag. And
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About 1000 Acres of which is Ploughable Prairie of First-class Quality.
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‘in the valley.
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The Climaté

judging from the aetual ore products..

is within easy
soll is the best bottom land, and the-locality is one of the few
;where 80 large a piece of good farm land can be found In ome block. A river runs
‘through the property, and rainbow trout are

There are two

‘many thousands ‘of #éres, axid {s avatlable to

E. M. JOHNSO

31 Government Street, €orner of Broughton.
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ING LAND

Beautifully watered; forming one of the finest estates in the Province; house and
2000 cattle; 50 o 80 horses; easy approach; good roads; railways projected to
property and the estate is in close proximity to someof the best deve
ising gold mines in the District.
extremely moderate. Principals only treated with.

loped, most prom-
The price of the whole is

distance of man
and Ooal Mines

of the most 1]
West Kootenay, The
places in the Prevince

lentiful and afford eapital sport.
olf, Ooyote and other large game
oreeks recorded and belo to
Limestone and brick clay are to be had

Bear,

are well bred ; -a much larger herd could be farmed with the

on the hills tp the vicinity. cevere
the few®land'®wnery in the valleys.

is not severe, the station was for many years the winter
quartem of the H. B. Uo.'s pack traina,

Th e Titl e ls Orown Grant. Immediate possession can be given.

‘The South West Kootenay Distrion” Belti roen el
of the mines to date, are destined in the nexs
year or two to be-the richest and most important mineral centres in the world.

g up and as farm land is limited great Inducement is offered to any person or-cor-
poration having capital and knewledge necessary to develop and work these estates.

A store, hotel and blacksmith shop
could be run in connection with the farm.
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more than that, it is found not to be by any

slavery is a very.old justitution in that part
of the world it has deep roote in its society
and cannot be eradicated without making a
great deal of disturbance. The Times says :
¢ The civil and  muaieipal law of Zanzibar
has been for centuries. the ‘Sheris' or
religious law of Islam and remains so to thie
day. That law samections slavery ; and in-
deed domestic: slavery, as Mr. Hardinge
observes, is a fundemental factor in the sécial
system of Islam. The entire free Mahome-
danpopulation,and probably the Mahomedan
slaves themselves, regard it as an institusion
sancrioned by the religions law. The mas-
ters consider interference with it as vexa.
tious and, in some instances, as oppressive.
The relation of the sexes, to take
another example, through all oclasses of
society, was sanctioned by the Divime au-
thority of the Koran, largely depends on the
existence of slavery, and here again Mr,
Hardinge oites cases whioh show the danger
of interfering with habits approved by popu-
lar opinion. By law all the children bern in
Zanzibar since 1890 are free, but Mr. Har-
dinge has shrunk from vindicating the right
to freedem of the children of slave mathers
lest the owners should refuse to. contribute.
to their support.”

means an easy mabter to procure for these
slaves their freedom.

There are on the west coast of Africa two
islands, Zaozibar and Pemba, which are
abgolately under British ocontrol, in the
former of which there are 140,000 slaves,
some of them held legally and some illegally.
There are, according to Mr. Donald Magc.
kenzie, 90,000 eslaves on the Island
of Pemba. 8o that there shall be
no mistake about this we will quote verba-
tim part of a resolution passed unanimously
ab a meeting of the British and Foreign
Anti-Slavery Society recently held in Lon-
don: ¢ That whereas it is computed that a
quarter of million of slaves are at the pres.
ent time engaged in working upon the plan-
tations or as porters, &o., in the islands of
Zanzibar and Pemba, having first been en-
slaved in Central Africa under circumstances
of the greatest barbarity—and nearly all of
them taken to Zanzibar and Pemba illegally
in contravention of the Sultan’s decree of
1873, abolishing the above trade—this meet.
ing would emphatically urge Her Majesty’s
Government to abolish the status of slavery
in Zanzibar and Pemba without further de-
lay, inasmuch 'as the continuance cf a state
slavery necessarily leads to a ocorresponding
activity in the slave trade.”

The sbate of these slaves does not appear to
be much better than that of slaves generally.
It had been said that they were contented
with their condition, and that to liberate
them without finding homes and occupation
for them would be cruelty. But Mr. Mac-
kenzie said in his speech :

‘At Chaki Chaki I walked into a tumbfe-
down old prison. Here I found a number
of prisoners, male and female, heavily
chained and fettered. I thought that these
men and women must be dreadful criminals
or murderers or they must have committed
similar crimes and are now awaiting their
doom. I inquired of them all why they
were there. e only real criminal was one
who had stolen a little rice from his master.
All the others Ifound were wearing these
ponderous chains and fetbers because they

ad atbempted to run away from their oruel
masters and gain their freedom—a very elo-

quent commentary on the happiness ' of
slaves,”

This, it must be confessed, is a perplexing
state ef things, but the diffeulties that lie
in the way of abolishing slavery in these
African islands must be surmounted in some
way. Slavery is incompatible with. British
tule, and slavery in Zansibar does net ap-
'pear bo he at all less detestable than it is
and has been in other eountries. The Brit-
ish poblic will give Mr. Chamberlain to
know that slavery can be no more tolerated
in the clove plantations of Zar zsbar than it
oould in the sugar plantations of the West
Indies. Theclove planters mnst learn tocul-
tivate their Iande withoutslaves. Itissingular
that the law abelishing the trade in slaves
has not been enforced. It has been evaded
and the plantations have been reorunited by
slaves carried over from the continemt, If
this trade were suppressed free labor would
have to be imported and then domestic
slavery could be more easily dealt wish.

The masters of these slaves ate Arabs, As 'he Germans in circumstances nmewﬁ-t

ilar do not attempt to abolish slavery.
&oﬁ Sehele, the Governor of German Bast
JAfrlcu. declared only a year ago that any
general measure for the abolition ef
slavery was ““out of she question, as it
would inevitably result in the economic ruin
of the colony.” This seems to be pretty mueh
she opinion of Mr. Hardinge and others in
suthority in Zanzibar.

BRITAIN AND VENEZUELA.

Nuw. Yorg, Now. 2.—A special( te the
Herald from Barbadoes, West Indies, says
Great Britain may have to declare war with
Veneznela but not upon the boundsry ques-
tion. In previous dispatches reports have
been circulated that for some weehs Vene-

znelan gunbcats had been ocruising along the
coast of the Spanish main and im British
wabters off the-island of Trinidad, eume of the
islande forming the group of the British
Indies ; that complaints had been lodged
with the colonial government as.to the un-
unwarrantable interference by the Venezue-
lan gunboats with British vessels trading in
these waters, and to the' fact that Brivish
ships had been fired upon, the crews nar-
rowly escaping with life, while the sails had
'been rent By the shots from the Venezuelan
cruisers.

* People here have been startied by the
announcement that a commander named
Filbert, on board a Veneznelan coast guard,
'bas shat down Thomas Garocia, owner of the
British schooner Myosotis, om board that
vessel, while on a voyage from Port of Spain,
Trinidad, in a most uoprovoked manner.
The schooner was brought to and the guarda
Gosta ab once came alongside and took the
sehooner, with its dead owner and frighten-
ed orew on board, in. tow, and proceeded to
Uarupano. Here the vessel was rammaged:
from stem to
traband goods found on board the vessel
was liberated.

The Myosotis was seized Ly the Vene.
zmelans some time ago upon an alleged
breach of the revenue laws. Mr. Garoia
deoilded to defend the case, and proceeded
to Caracas for trial. The court dismissed
the aotion and liberated the vessel.
Whether the murder of Mr. Garcia was the
outcome of revenge for the defeat of the
Veneznelan commander in oourt isa ques-
tion which is being eagerly disoussed here,

Exposu

stern, and as there was no ooa- |

WILFYL MURDER:

H. H. Holmes- Found Guiltyx of the
Muwrder of B. F.
Pitzel.

A Unanimeas Verdict of Guoilty
Found Against the Areh
Homicide,

PamLADELPEaA, Nov. 2.— Counsel Rotan
having addressed the jury for the defence of
Holmes on. trial for the murder of B. F.
Pivzel, Judge Arnold, who presided, having
received the evidence continued: “ These
questions must be determined by you.in this
case : Is Pitzel dead ? did he die a violent
death ? if he did, did the prisoner kill him
or did he cemmit suicide ?*

Holmes was convicted of murder in the
first degree. He coughed slightly when he
heard the worst, but that was the.only sign.
The jury retired at 5140 o’clock. They
had, it ie said, reached their verdiot
before the doors-of the room closed upon
them.bub for hunger sake ate their supper
first. Then they took a ballot and every
man.of the twelve answered - * Guilty of
munder in the first degree.”

Holmes, before he was taksn back to the
Moyamensing prison said, * I feel that this
condemas me. It was an upjust trial,”
Immediately after the announcement of the
verdiot the usual application of leave
to file a motlon for a mew trial
gwn made. The werdicc was a surprise to

many persons whe did not believe the orime
had been fastened.
\reasonable doubdt,

upon- Holmes beyond »

MONTREAL, ©ct. 30, —(8peocial)—The Bank
-of Montreal bas received from the Cariboo
'gold mines in British Columbia a pyramid
and a brick of gold valued av $70,000. This

| pyramid weighed 2,435 ounces, and the
brick, 1,560,

It is & striking illastravion of the extend
to which the stamp-colleoting fad has beem
ocarried that some speculators have been
accused of get the smaller Central
American States to © new sets of stamps
every few years, thus enabling the speounla.
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MISCELLANEOUS,

GRATEFUL—-COMFORTING.

EPPS'S COCOA

BREAKFAST—SUPPER.

By a thorough .knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the oner';giouot digestion

and nutrition, and by a careful lication of
the fine properties o¥ weu-seleog:(}ooos. Mr,

ps has our breakfast and sapper

Egelioa flavored bev e which m
us_many hea . It is
Jgi = use %e such arﬂolgs nti)lftrdiet thc?lt a con-
8 may be gradually up until strong
enough to resist every tendeney to disease.
Hun of subtle maladies are fivating
around us ready tb attack wherever there is a
weak point. may escape many a fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with

ure blood

ivil Servi

Made simply

and a properly nourished frame.”—
] G;ith&ﬂlnz ter k. Sold

water or milk.
only in half-pound tins,by (}rwens.labehed thus:
JAMES EPPS & C0., Ltd., Homeeopathic Chem-
is ndon, England, ocld-w
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Showing’the Dates and Places of Courts
of Assize, Nisi |Prius, Oyer and Ter-
miner, and General Gaol Delivery for
the Year, 1895,

e

FALL ASSIZES.

Mondny 14th October

b sessecese  Friday....... 1ith October
New Weatmin‘ter.Wednesdsy.&h November
Vaacouver,... ...13th November
Vietqria ... ....19th November
’l‘neldutd .26th November

WANTED-HELP.

RELIABLE MEN in ev. locality (local or
tra to lntroduoe.?new discovery and
keepour tacked up on trees, femces
throughout town and country.
Steady employmen.. or salary
w-mmonth and gxp-m, mc}money
posi any bamk whea started. For par-
ticulars write ul

THE WORLD MERIOAL ELEQTRIC 00!
London Ont., Canada.
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