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THE INDEPENDENTS.

The Times seems to think that the
friends of ‘the Government ought to be
reatly discouraged because none of the
.ndidates for .- the representation of
\Westminster «district is an out-and-out
amporter of the Government. We see
.o reason why they should get inh.é the
];Iucs because this is the case. Not one
7 the candidates declares himself to be
opponent of the Government, and
:iey all come out as men independent of
waty.  The one who is eleeted wiil, no
Lult, support all the good measures

Government shall in-
He will support  the
(overnment when it is right, and
appose it when it is wrong. He will
1ot join a party which is bound to oppose
the l(;o\'ernment a little more strenuously
when it is right than when it is wrong—
« party whose only funetion it is to op-
pose and obstruct.

\n independent member, who is really
independent, is a very good member, in-
deed - and a good government—a govern-
ment which proposes to administer the

s of the province for the benefit of

« inhabitants—has no reason in the
vorld to fear him.  Such a government

ses not want men to support it in oppo-

"1on to their convictions of what is best

i the country. All that it expects of

yresentatives is to help it in doing

at is best for the whole province,
carrying out a policy which
believe to be sound and pat-

totic.  The candidates for Mr. Robson’s
vacant seat are all good men, men of
sound judgment and good reputation.
No one supposes that the man who will
be elected will have any other object
than to further the public good. We aie
julte satisfied that the course which the
present Government will pursue during
the next four years will ke such as to
cain for it the willing and hearty support
o1 really independent men. We, there-
iore, feel quite pleased to see that the

v candidates seeking to be elected
e free from the trammels of party.

al

+hich  the

roduce.

We suspect that the organ of the Op-
position is not so well pleased as it woald
lLiuve the public believe, to see that the
man whois te be elected forthe vacant seat
is willing to give the govermment a fair
trial. It cannot but conclude from this,

;well as many other signs, that the
Upposition is completely discredited in
It need go no further than
District to be

the country.
this same Westininster
completely convinced of this.
general election of 1886 Westminster
City returned one opponent of the Govern-
me;lt‘;md two of the three members elect-
«d for the district were Opposition men.
\t the last general election not one
poenent  of  the
lected the region of
. and it is not too much to say that

not for the Redistribution Act
of them would have been a

Govermment  was

m the Lower

ote

porter of the Government.  As it i,

| have invested their means in this indus-

At the|.

and the Provinoe thab it be placed upder]
reasonable regulations. The men who

try are entitled to a proper amount of
consideration at the bands of the Do-|
minion  authorities. . Those interests
should not be trified with or placed at the
mercy of inexpgrienced men or hobbyists,
who are ambitivus  to be regarded as ex-
perts. What they want is that a com-
mission of competent and unprejudiced
men be appointed to make the salmon
fishery on this coast a subject of enquiry,
and that they pursue their enquiries at
the proper season and on the spot. - This
is not a great deal to ask.  Commissions
have been appointed to enquire into mat-
ters of far less importance. The Minister
of Marine and Fisherics has been ur-
geutly reqtested ; to visit British Colum-
bia and to investigate for himself. His
many duties have prevented - his
doing this. Why not _then ap-
point the Commission that the can-
ners ask for? Its members ~could
do the work thoroughly and impartially,
and, from  the information  that they
would be able to.collect and lay before
the Minister, rules could be made for the
regulation of the fishery that the canners
could see were intelligently drawn up
and calculated, without doing an injustice
to any one, to accomplish the purpose for
which they were-intended. The men in-
terested in the fishery would then,
whether satistied or not, see that the
Government had taken the proper means
to obtain the nformation it needed, and
that any grievance they had to complain
of was not caused by neglect or by
placing undue confidence in men who
could not possibly possess sufficient
knowledge of the salmon fishery of the
province to warrant their being entrnsted
with its direction and management.
——

LOOKING TO LONDON.

Although Principal Grant is not blind
to the advantages to Canadians of reci-
procity in trade with the United States,
he sees no prospect of its being obtained
within a reasonable time. e says :

‘“As regards the United States, its
action has been long considered and fully
discussed, and there is not the remotest
likelihood of its being changed in a hurry.
Those who tell us that the McKinley bill
is the darkest hour that precedes the
dawn, and that the dawn is already break-
ing, deceive themselves. I hope:they
shall not-deceive us. In due time the
light will break, but the man who waits
for it will have to be almost as patient as
the rustic who waits till the river has
ceased running that he may cross dry
shod. _We have to think of present duty
as well as keep in mind what we may be
called on to do ten or twenty years hence.
There is no present hope then of
any radical change in the fiscal policy of
our neighbors. They believe that their
present policy gives them the advantages
of both protection and free trade. 1t ap-
peals too strongly to national selfishness
and national vanity, as well as to their
fervent patriotism and anti-British spirit
to be cast hastily aside.”

Having made up his mind that there
is nothing to hope for in the way of
trade advantage or accommodation from
the Americans, Principal Grant looks to
the other side of the Atlantic for such

are very muoch ilﬁii%ht?mmp

>rincipal
Grant will /get. quite as - little for the

Canadian peoplo by looking to London |

in the way he proposes as Sir Richard
1If Canada waits for commercial prosperity
until England  enacts new corn laws for
her special benefit she will have to wait
almost a5 long as the countryman did by.
the river side waiting for it to run dry.

EDITORIAL COMMENTS.

“Tr is amusing to see the San Francisco
newspapers - boasting  already -of the
operation of the McKinley ‘tariff. This

isgo exceedingly childish that we are 358

surprised that their editors can expect
any man of common sense to pay the

| slightest attention to their puffing of a

law which has been only a few days in
operation. Their looking for reliable
results 80 scon reminds us of nothing so
much as the impatience of thoughtless
children who search for seeds that have
been only a few hours in the ground to
see if- they have sprouted. The canvas
for the State. . eleetions . is going
on ' and - during - the heat of
a campaign it is expected that
people are too excited ‘o thiok. It
appears to us that men who would pay
the least attention to the bragging of the
Republicans about the tariff must be
such out-and-out partisans that it is alto-
gether unnecessary to say one word on
that subject, or any other, to stimulate
their zeal. They would vote the Repub-
lican ticket if the taxes had been trebled
by the tariff, or rather they would not
believe a single word that any Democtat
could say against it, no watter what evi-
dence there may be in favor of the state-
ments he makes. We have seen nothing
for a long while that shows the unreason-
ableness of partisanship in so strong a
light as this vaunting about the good that
the McKinley tariff has already done in
California.
SRS ——
A STARVED OPPOSITION.

The Opposition in this province seems
to be in dangerof dyiog for want of some-
thing to keep it alive. To judge by its
newspaper organs it will before very long
perishof sheerinanition. TheGovernment
is careful and pursues a policy so well
calculated to promote the prosperity of
the province that the Opposition has
nothing that is really serious to find fault
with. For a long time it created a griev-
ance out of an unimportant detail of school
administration. Daily marking was for a
considerable period the only pabulum
which the Opposition had to keep it
alive. But it found that it could not
exist on such very meagre fare, so it was
obliged to search for something more
nutritious. One of the industrious and
hungry foragers discovered = the 4well-
boring grievance, and shouted as if he
had found a bonanza. But when this
find is examined it will be seen tu be
even worse fare than the dry daily mark-
ing husks.

It is admitted by almost all thinking
men who have any knowledge of the pro-

Cartwright, by looking to Washington. |%ot
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meed! “He 'recommended the

to superintend the worl
fwas  believed to e
an apparatus which was. anti
offective enough.. The
found that-a mistake had be \
procured riew and better ‘achinery, and
the work went o 'praiseworthy
despatch. . This. Js: exactly = what
private individuals engaged in a similar
work would be likely'to do. Very few
new enterprises go on from start to finish
without a hitch. Water was found, but
unfortunately it did not spout up above
the ground. = When success seemed to be
red the critics.were silent, but when
it was found that the well was not a
flowing one, the carping-and the fauft-
tinding commenced. The Government
has been blamed .for spending more
money than it ought to have done in this
experiment. The amount has, of course,
been maguified, and the public are led to
believe that an immense sum has been
ekpended in trying to find water with
which to fertilize the arid land. When
the people” come to  know the exaet
amount that this very : important . experi-
ment nas cost the Province, they will be
surprised at the outcry that has been
made. Here is a statement of every cent
that has been expended in boring for
water:—

1888-1889. .
1889-1890. . .

1890-1891..........

Total to date...... ———
Less the cost of plant

. $2,432 36
. 4,659 39

706 00

Balance 4,761 55

This sum includes all that has been paid
for freight, wages and everything else.
The plant is worth the money that was
paid for it.

We believe that no reasonable man will
think that the Government has, in this
matter, been either imprudent or ex-
travagact. The reclamatien of the said
lands will be worth to the province an
immense sum, and if the Government’s
experiment proves th's to be possible,
the money expended will be regarded as,
comparatively speaking,hardly worth con-
sidering. Here, then, is thg Opposition’s
grievance. ,The Goverlﬁeut’u critics
imagine that a little more money than
should have been expended has been
spent in boring for water, which, if
found, will do the province an incalcul-
able amount of good. The work is
admittedly a good one, and the expense
considering what was to be done,
has not been, by any means, large.
Moreover, it is snof* asserted that there
has been the slightest dishonesty con-
nected with any part of the enterprise.
Where then is the grievance? Where
the ground of complaint? If the
Opposition has nothing worse to bring
against the Government, than the way in
which the attempt to do the province a
very great service has becn conducted, it
had better putits house in order and
prepare to die decently

THE LOG TAX.

The abolition of the export duty on

e, ot |

sore bocuue o the bigh

. Janada, | “acceptance of the
offer has proved that no such feeling ex-
ists on this /sidée of the line, and that
Canadians are as ready as ever to meet
any advances towards freer trade inter-
coursé that the Amerieans may see fit to

make, -
p - B b

A FASCINATING STUDY. "~

Statistics are regarded by most people
-a8 the driest' of dry subjects. Readers
generally skip the columns of dry figures
which they come - across in their reading
and merely glance at general results, and
the speaker who tries to interest his aud-
ience in statements containing figures is
with one consent voted the dullest of the
dull. 'When, then, Mr. Michael G. Mul-
hall tells the readers of the. Contempor-
ary Review that ‘‘the study of statistics
is the most" éntertaining of human pur-
suits,” he will be regarded by most read-
ers and those of considerable intelligence
a8 a person of very singular tastes, or
others may regard the assertion as a not
very lively joke. But, if the person tak-
ing up the book undeterred by the un-
promising title, has the courage to read
the article he will be forced to confess
that, after all, there may be some war-
rant for Mr. Mulhall’s startling statement
about the study of statistics. He will, in
the first place, be told that the statistics
that are found within the~tovers of blue
books are, barring typographical errors,
to be relied upon. This is interesting,
for there is a lingering doubt in.many
minds as to the accuracy of these bewil-
dering masses of figures, and very consid-
erable uncertainty as to the amount of
faith to be placed in the conclusions to
which they lead. Mr. Mulhall says
that they are too voluminous, but,
“In every other respect, the blue
books  published in  this and
other countries deserve unqualified
praise ; they are’clear, well arranged and
correct.” This coming from so high an
authority is re-assuring, and will cause
many to look with greater respect on
statistical works, and to place more faith
in their contents.

Mr. Mulhall gives instances: of the
curious, instructive and interesting re-
sults to which statistical enquiries and
calculations lead. For instante, it is in-
teresting to many to know that the bullet
and the bayonet are not so dangerous to

the soldier as disease. ‘‘ In the Crimean
war, "’ we are told *‘ The British Army
lost 2,840 men killed on the tield, 21,-
000 who died in hospital. It took 910
Russian shots to kill or mortally wound
an Englishman or Frenchman, and 700
English shots to kill a Russian ; but the
loss caused by disease was far greater.
If we study these statistics with attention,
and act upon them, we may reduce our
campaigning losses by 50 per cent. We
may also learn some interesting physio-
logical facts, as that the proportion of
Freuchmen who die after amputation or
other surgical operations is greater than
of British or Russians.”

British Columbia ‘owing  to ‘the lack of |y
Tacilities for grindiug it, which is the ex-| .
sct’ truth. ‘The mills at Enderby' were'
invariably referred to, and it was general-
1y stated that others were in templa-

circumstances, ie & law based upon
and qom‘xd priuciples;taken from evidence
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swn at Xicuoria and Vngt;ouvet. I en-
eavored at every possible opportuni
to disabuse the n:iynds of the IJp«aople t}'
came i contact with, and; through the
columns of the press, of a current miscon-
ception that British Columbia had no
farming possibilities. | I fouud this out:
that everybody seemed to understand in
a general way that Brirish Columbia was
noted for big timber, canned salmon,
minerals and fine scenery; but 1t required
the proof, afforded by -ocular demonstra-
tion to make it be believed that there
were any agricultural resources to speak
of. Some even doubted the genui

of our fruit, grain ard vegetable exhibits,
insinuating that the grain came from the
North-west and the fruits from California.
This, while it was in a sense complimerst-
ary to our exhibit, was somewhat trying
to one’s temper, 1t was, no doubt, the
result of the fine quality of our exhibits
in'these lines. Tn grains our specimens
far surpassed  the best from the North-
west and Manitoba, That was admitted
by the representatives of these provinces
themselves. Our vegetables, of course,
coming such a long distance, and pulled
before maturity, did not do the province
justice, but even then they were a won-
der compared with the products of eastern
Canada. At St. John our specimens of
apples, which came direct from
British Columbia by express, were dis-
played side by side with the best pro-
ducts of Annapolis Valley, and without,
in any way, depreciating the quality of
Nova Scotia apples, of which that pro-
vince is justly proud, the ' *‘ Blue
Noses” themselves acknowledged that
they never saw such fruit asours. Lead-
ing men of the maritime provinces said
that the British Columbia exhibit,

m

la

is

treated with contempt.
this I refer you to the laws, enforced or
L withheld, which were enacted this year.
Some people blame the heads of the de-
partment ; but does it seems reasonable
that men generally recognized to be com-
petent to deal with matters of great
n}::nons.l importauce would act blindly in
the s
Fraser? Hardly; and what must be the
conclusion ? - Simply that they act on the
advice of their
fisheries.
their personal knowledge, removed as

a8 ean be obtained. It re-

as L B 3
quires intelligence of a high order and

uch study to do justice to the ease.

The conservation of the tishorics is'an all
important - consideration to which dus
regard should be given, but it is absolate
folly to hamper -an industry with new
and obnoxious measures yearly,
Jjeopardizing much capital invested, or
worse,
failure
or envious
officials.

thereby
simply on the pretext of possible
of supply, veiced by misinformed
peuple, or by superzealous

Who is there engaged or interesteg in

any practical way with the fisheries Who
has said, or will say, that the regulations
for the past three seasons have been sat-
isfactory 7 T'he discrimination of license
fees against cauners (a thing that is done
only on' the Fraser), the refusal of
licenses to deserving ones;
as o size of mesh, the offal law ‘and the
weekly close time,are some of the precious

the regulation

w8 which have been secured after all

the trouble of eending delegates to Ottawa
and the persistent efforts of several
boards of trade and newspapers! Who
are responsible for these blunders? It

evident that the canners’ opinions are
For proof of

Il matters of detail op: the

agent, the inspector of
They would not dare to act on

especially from a farming standpoint,
was a revelation to them. §
Having had, at Toronto and St. John,
an excellent opportunity to note the ex-
pression of opinion of visitors, to ob-
serve the class of people who took the

they are 3,000 miles from the scene of
the operations under discussion—men
who never yet saw  British Columbia,
though time and again they were im-
plored to come. We can also see by the
blue books that the department acceps
as facts the inspector’s reports,and statis-

deepest interest in the products of our
province, and to form a judgment based
on the nature of the inquiries, I
em thoroughly convinced that in no
respect can British Columbia best further
its interests at the present time than by
making known, by this and other judici-
ous methods of advertising, her capabili-
ties as a farming country. It is true,
that, in the present accessible parts the
agricultural area is limited compared
with its whole extent, and it is also true
that much of the best land is held unim-
proved, to the detriment of the province,
but there are a great many good fafms ob-
tainable by men with some capital, and
until the supply is exhausted no effort
should be spared to attract that class of
settlers, as being the most important to
us at the present stage of development.
As you say, British Columbia is capable
of supplying her own wants in agricul-
tural products and have to spare. There
were at both exhibitions the most eager
inquiries by farmers and fruit growers,
which, by pamphlets and personally, 1
did my best to satisfy, and principally on
the lines laid dewn by yourself in the
article in question. I believe as a re-
sult there will be a considerable influx of
persons next spring in quest of farm
lands.
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province.
importance as is here aceredited to him,
and that his superiors ignore his sugges-
tions entirely, would any man having ¥~
spark of moral courage or character re-
tain his position as agent
laws which he knows to be
tagonism to the best interests of this
fishing locality
ally, causing discoutent and threatening
disaster ?

be ordered at-once.
a canner or fisher but feels afraid that

tics ; and one cannot read them without

ferring that he, to a great extent, is the
al director of fishery legislation for this
But suppose he is not of such

in enforcing
in direct an-

and the country gener-

Agents for twines and nets are in our

midst at the present time taking orders
and cabling them to the manufacturers,

as to have the goods here in time for

next fishing season. Nearly all necessary

pplies for canning are cr are about to
And yet there is nos

ere will be another radical ¢hange -in
e fishing regulations between now and

June next as on former occasions.

Are we deserving such treatment? If
e subsistence of those responsible for
ch a condition of things depended on
eir laws instead of that of people whose

yearly earnings are derived from fishing
during a few short weeks, how quickly

By the way, the statement to which
you take exception is not the only one for
which the reporter made me responsible,

things would change? How long are we
to submit to such mismanagement ?

But if regulations better adapted than'
those now 1n existence cannot be drawn

vince that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to do all that lies in its power to
reclaim its arid lands. These lands are
nowalmost whollyunproductive. Theyare

that in British Columbia would certainly
reflect on my knowledge of the country;
but these are things which are difficult to
avoid in hasty chats with newspaper men,
especiallyunder the circumstancesinwhich

saw logs does not meet with the approval
of all the supporters of the Government.
There arc some who contend that it is a
concession to the Americans for which

and highly finished.
he hours, the chime of
couplets, in true nauticul . . -
’'s bells.  When i tthree members at one fell swoop.
eight bells are s winder that the Thines itself had

cone of them is an oppenent of the

The study of ste.tistigs suggests a large

up by the present regime, then, for the
sake of common decency, establish, for
two or three years at least, the rags of
legislation that have aow been adopted,

trade relations as will increase the pros- number of very interesting as well as very

puzzling enquiries, and brings to light
many curious facts. As for example :

Here the Opposition has

vernment,

perity of the Domivion, and make it
permanent. The success of the scheme

plve, as in other
o'clock, two bells,
pr before Dbeen accor
e clock. Another fcat-
11 Dbe appreciated by
ch i3 also an i
hat of making the h
twin, the minute hand.
pe clock. This enables
p clock back or forward
disturbing the minute
ired to be domne every
the various degrees of
g a voyage.
In of the hands and bells
by a series of wheels.
al closet opening on one
An ingenious device
fed to open the bezel of
pt the minute hand can
ulating it. When not
pen it is locked by a
he lower part. By in-
hook-like key and giv-
p case is unlocked. Two
placed in the sides, and
and bezel drawn out
Then by a hidden hingo
fiece can be raised.
ncased in a mahogany
k is of steel. The whole
put 400 pounds, is about
and is nearly as many

g for Honey.
boring for honey 1{&:
North Tennessee. Ior
rms of bees have been
pen on Fox Bluff, on the
er, near Franklin, Ky.
e hundred and seventy
he river’s channel runs
The bees have been
big figsure near the
bluff, and the opening
hed from above or be-
pt danger of being #tunZ
he Lees had never been
elicved a large amount
btorcd in the cliff. DBe-
rer visited the bluff and
hpressed with tho ided
reach the wonderful
e with his drill. After
e persuaded a humber
dergo the expense, and
was bored from the top
depth of eighty-five feet
he honey. Barrelsand
b were filled and carried
ng farms, and the syn-
to Louisville for more

thoughts  of going  with the

wid. It evidently did not like the

of blooming alone in the Opposition

wit.  The Opposition is plainly
re in the Westminster District,

) the taunt of the Times about the
vernment’s not challenging a square

v utest with the Opposition has no mean-
If the Government entered the con-

1. it would be against an Independent
w and not against the Opposition,
wiich was too prudent to put a candidate
We presume that the Gov-
in its
iey to oppose the return of an Inde-

«the field.
ent has too much confidence

udent candidate.

e

CANNERS’ COMPLAINTS.

Olur readers may infer from Mr. D. J.
‘lunn’s letter, which appears in another
lumu, that the canners on the Fraser
Iliver are by no means pleased with the
catment that they are receiving from
Mr. Munn may in the
itter be regarded as a representative
He,
mions and  the desires of the great
jority  of the canuers on the Fraser
ver,

(iovernment.

mner. no doubt, expresses the

They consider that the salmon
1s not dealt with intelligently by
+ Fisheries Department. They believe
¢ the Department does not take the
it way to make itself acquainted with
peculiarities of salmon fishing in
ritish Columbia and  with the require-
1's of that important industry. They
that it is worthy of much more

ion than has been given it by the
ttment of Mar'ne and Fisheries.
ropinion that, if a proper enquiry

made dnto all that relates to the
ry of British Columbia by the
Le
[ the prosceution of that fishery,

persons, reculations  would

would both afford protection to the

wnid meet with the approbation of
Jen.

t0 be hoped that the Government

dve that attention to this subject

v iis importance demands. The salmon

Hery of this provinee is very valirhle.

the interest of both the Dominion !

It

which Principal Grant favors depends
upn the will of a distant people, and
upon a change of policy quite as impro-
bable as that which he, with commenda-
ble prudence, warned his hearers against
expecting or placing any dependence
upon. He would have Canada enter
into not exactly reciprocity with Great

naturally fertile. All they want is water
to make them blossom like the
rose. It is also admitted that
in the present condition of the
country as to wealth and pupulation pros-
pecting for water on these dry lands is
beyond the reach of private enterprise.
When, then, the Government undertook

Britain, fr with regard to the Mother
Country she has made trade with her
as nearly as possible perfectly free, but

he would have Canada abolish the duties
now imposed on British products,

them a light revenue
tariff for a  time, on  condition
that  Great Britain return would
discriminate in favor of Canadian pro-
ducts. This does not look like a very
modest request, and we are very much
afraid that it is one which British states-
men would not be able readily to grant.
To see it in its true light we must look at
it from the Englishman’s point of view.

At present the British market is per-
fectly free for anything Casadians have
to sell. Trade is very nearly as free be-
tween Montreal and London as it is be-
tween Manchester and London. That 1s
on Great Britain’s side of the Atlantic,
for trade is very far indeed from being
free between  London and Montreal.
Canada imposes duties, which arc in Eng-
land cousidered very heavy, on all British
goods. The trade between the two coun-
tries is very much jug-handled. Now,
Principal Grant, for Canada, says: “We
will make our market free to you if you
tax the commodities of other nations in
order to oblige us.” The answer which
the Englishman would be sure to make
wouldbe*‘No, [thank you. Tradebetween
us is jug-hundled enough now, it would
be much more 20 if we entertained your
charming proposal. Our Government
will not make the poor man’s bread and
beef any dearer than it can be obtained
under complete free trade, in order to
and grate-
ful relatives across the ocean.” The pro-
posal would stand a far better chance of
being entertained 1if the taxes were to
be imposed on anything else than the

or keep on
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enrich our very obliging

to bore for water on une of the dry
““benches ”’ it entered upon what most
men of all parties considered a good work,
and therefore deserved praise and not
blame.

No one but an idiot would, in a work
like this, hold the Government respon-
sible for any want of success. It is be-
yond the power of man to tell whether
water in paying.quantities can be found
inanygiven situation. Men who are really
scientific are modest in what they assert
on such subjects. It is only the quack
who believes in the virtues of the divin-
ing rod who undertakes to pronounce
with certainty whether or not a flowing
well can be made by boring in a given
locality. There is no certainty in the
matter, but the chances are good and
worth the expense and labor of trial.
Water has been found by boring in much
more unlikely places than that in which
the Government tried its experiment, so
it will be admitted and is admitted that
it was warranted in making the venture
where it did.

Then, course, the details of the
work areopen to criticism. It 18 always
the easiest thing in the world to find
fault with the way in which a publicwork
of any kind is done.  No matter what
way the Government takes or what plan
it adopts, the determined fault-finder can
readily discover a better way and a more
effective plan. In examining criticisms,
particularly by critics who are ignorant
of the subject about which they write, al-
lowance must be made for thislittle char-
acteristic.

The Government in such matters, like
anindividual, must necessarily act under
advice. 1t must of necessity be guided
by men who are recommended to it as
understanding the business. The Gov-
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food of the people.

the Dominion does not get a fair equiva-
lent, and that it is, besides, inconsistent
with its policy of protection to native
They say that it will work in-
juriously to the Canadian manufacturer
of lumber. When the Americans get
free logs they will not feel like paying a
heavy duty on the sawn lumber. The
remission by the Americans of one dollar
a thousand feet is not made on sawn
lumber of all kinds, but on white pine
only.

On the other hand it is contended that
the export duty on saw logs has from the
beginning not been a protection to the
Canadian lumberman, but rather a burden
on the Canadian farmer who tried to
make a little money by selling saw logs
to the Yankees. He had to pay the
export duty and not they. That duty
has not been popular on this side of the
line, and some who have had the interests
of Canadians at heart have been continu-
ally agitating for its abolition. The
strongest argument in favor of taking off
the export duty is, we think, that
it is a step in the direction of recipro-
city with the United 'States, which
all reasonable Canadians prize so highly.
1t is just possible that the Canadians give
more than they get. We are notina
position to judge whether that is so or
not, ut we see that the step was not
taken by the Government without due
deliberation, and we believe when the
the matter comes to be thoroughly dis-
cussed it will be found that the bargain
+as been a good one for the Dominion.
Only those engaged in the lumber trade
are in a position to form anything like a
correct judgment on this deal, and we have
no doubt that the Government was con-

industry.

vinced by the representations of men com-
petent to advise it that to take the export
duty off logs in return for the remission
of duty on pine lumber was in the
interest of Canadians, or it would not
have ordered its abolition.

Besides it was good policy to make the
arrangement, if it were at all consistent
with the interests of the Canadian lum-
ber trade. It is said in the United

ernment did this. A man was employed | States that the Canadian Government is

‘“As regards births—why are twins
more numerous in Northern countries
than Southern, why are more children
born by night than by day, why is there
a surplus of male births in all countries,
why is the number of children to a mar-
riage largest where the marriage rate is
lowest ?  As regards marriage—why are
English husbands younger than elsewhere,
why do widowers marry «ftener than wi-
dows in all countries, why do married
persons live longer than eingle, why is
the proportion of married people in
France prodigiously greater than in Eng-
land, Germany or Italy ; why is the
duration of marriage longest in Russia,
why are 60 per cent. of marriageble wo-
men unmarried in Ireland (and nowhere
else), why are second marriages most nu-
merous in Austria? As regards deaths—
why do they occur more in winter than
in summer, why do attorneys die twice
as fast as barristers, why do shoemakersin
Scotland live much longerthan carpenters,
why have dragoons less death-rate on
hoge service than infantry, Why do sol-
diers live longer in Ireland than in Scot-
land, why have infants in Italy double
the death rate than they have in Nor-
way? All these are very interesting
points ; some of which are insufficiently
explained by Bertillon or similar writers,
some are still enigmas that bafle the
cleverest statisticians.”

We have quoted enough to show that
statistics are not altogether dry, and a
careful perusal of the article in the Con-
temporary will enable the reader to
understand why Mr. Mulhall seriously
declares that statistics are the most fas-
cinating of pursuits.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA’S RESOURCES.

To tHE Eprror :—Ithappened while in
the Mechanic’s Institute to-day, 1n Mon-
treal, to pick up a CoLonisT and observed
an article dealing with the agricultural
possibilities of British Columbia, the
main  features of which 1 fully concur
in, and was very much pleased with. I
say this not because my approval or dis-
sent is of particular consequence, but be-
cause an exception was taken to an al-
leged statement of mine that there
was no wheat grown in British Colum-
bia on account of there being no mills to
grind “1t. I was not aware that 1 had
been reported as saying anything of the
kind ; but, ifso, it did not accurately ex-
press my meaning—something it should
be hardly necessary for me to explain.
It is  generally well known in

_you,

interviews are sometimes obtained. For
instance, the St. John Sun has it that
fruits in British Columbia are grown bet-
ter the further you get into the interior,
a statement which some of our fruit
growers on the coast will smile at. What
I'stated was, speaking in reference to
grapes, peaches, melons, etc., that the
prospects of success improved the further
tnland they were grown, although they
promised well everywhere tried. That
statement did not include such fruits as
apples, pears, plums, and small fruits,
However, the main object of impressing
on the minds of the people that British
Colurabia as a whole was well adapted for |
fruit growing and mixed farming was
achieved, so far at least as the exhibit
came under the notice of visitors, and it
was possible to reach the public through
the press.

I trust I have not, in the above, over-
stepped the limit of your editorial for-
bearance in point of space.

Yours respectfully,
. E. GosNELL,
Com. B. C. Exhibit Association.
Montreal, Oct. 15th, 1890.

_——
THE FISHING REGULATIONS.

Epiror CoLoNist : —About all that re-
mains to be done with the season’s fishing
and canning of 1890 is the shipment of
the pack. The pack was a successful one
so far as quantity is concerned, but
whether the phenomenal run, as ** pisca-
torial experts” delight to call it; can only
be accounted for by the existence of a
government hatchery,} is not for such
small fry as canners and fishermen to
question. Leave that to ¢ experts,”
whose surpassing intellect entitles them
alone to express an opinion for, mind

%ear reader, their bread and butter
depend upon it. What Samuel Wilmot,
Esq., the ‘ piscatorial sage’ of the east,
doesn’t know now, after his two or three
days’ sojourn by the Fraser, isn’t worth
the knowing in regard to the habits of
the salmon, etc. When here he went on
with an air of vast wisdom to ridicule us
simple people for holding that ** sock-
eyes” and ‘‘cohoes” are not spring
salmon, and that ‘‘ humpbacks ” are not
4 natural specimen of the same family.
Mr. Wilmot, in effect, also said that the
multitude of counsel from the canners
confounds his department. Though wise,
surely enough, in their own opinion, they
cannot understand the canners. Such
need not be wondered at. for the canners
and - fishermen of this river saw it and
fished it very probably lcng before many
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of the present regime in the tisheries de-

tegrity.

and meantime some suggestions, perhaps
demands, will come for the government

the fisheries by local boards. This

latter method has much to recommend it

the best. Further, it would be inter-
ting to have the printed opinions of all
e canners and fishermer in regard to
e necessary protection of the fisheries

on this river, and the laws which to them
would seem best suited. Thanking you
for so much space, yours, etc.,

D. J. Muxw.
_— e

CARIBOO A POCKET-BOROUGH.

To THE EpITOR :—Both the ‘ News-

Advertiser ” and the ¢ Evening Times ”’

criticizing the course pursued by the

Hon. John Robson in selecting Cariboo

his constituency, have repeatedly of-
red a gratuitous insult to the electors
that district by terming it a ** pocket-

borough.”

Surely the edi‘ors of ‘the Qpposition

organs are being very much imposed upon
by some one; neither of them are per-
sonally acquainted with Caribao or its
electors, else they would certainly not

ake the base imputatious which they

: have been guilty of.

The electors of Cariboo are, with very
W exceptions, pioneers of this country

and miners, than whom none in the pro-

nce have undergone more hardships, and
splayed more energy, patience and per-
verance.

These are the very last class of men to

be corrupted, and no constituency in this
Dominion has a more independent and
intelligent lot of voters.

1 am very much mistaken if, upon the

very first occasion, the people of Cariboo
don’t take the opportunity of resenting

is uncalled for reflection on their in-
MINER.
Victoria, Oct. 24, 1890.
=S —
AN ANSWER WANTED.

Will you kindly
plain why it is that a taxpayer and

To tHE EbDITOR :
ex;

property holder of the city of Victoria
cannot get an answer from the council on

y matter he inay write about ? Surely

they have time enough to spare to take
notice of any communications they may
receive, without pigeon holing or re-
ferring them to the Street committee,
for there the matter ends.
sooner we have men who will attend to
affairs of the city and not allow a tax-
payer to write three times without re-
cewving a reply, the better jt will be for
all concerned.

ONE WHO HAS WRITTEN TLKEE TIMiSe

I think the




