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THE HUMAN SCRAP HEAP

The eldest son in an average, typ-
jeal family, at the age of fifteen,
while in the ecighth grade of a city
«chool, was told by his parents that
Hving expenses were very high and
shat he must now contribute his mite
toward the family funds. He was
ired of school, he was ably willing
rears after leaving
cehool he earned seven dollars a week
28 an office boy. He was then called

n work. For three

“on the carpet” and his employer
eld him kindly, “John, 1 don't know
what to do about you. You are too
rig for an office boy and you can’t
rald down a better job.”

Jolin's wanderings then began. He
#onght he had a permanent job as
an elevator man and he married. But
after that he had to take a place as
&« porter, then as teamster, and fin-
21y he drifted from shop to factory
and back again, always hired to do
odd jobs calling for no skill or ambi-
ion At the end of twenty
ecial worker found John—his
was gray but he was still jack of all
tvades and master of none; already

¢o old to learn, yet too young and
too poor to stop work. His wife had
urned to scrubbing, his three sons,
tollowing in his footsteps, had turned
from grade school to offices

At 45 years of age John was found
em a park b
Fhis man who had done all kinds o

nch studying want ads

wor but was askilled master of
nene, was a derelict—he had shifted
e often that all sense of stability in

him seemed lost. Now his hope was

goene and he had given 1t H 1
et s wd helped support the fan
ily until a in despair he had
|=" ( [ d ord 1 AI been
eceived o1 \
yeung s sO1 wa out « wWork 1! 1
the death of the second son and his
urial had emptied the lim family
xcheque d  brought the ther
end nother down o poverty
let em send me t

Y 1se at pleaded
gra ired m prematurely
y d thing
fie atter with me, except T can’t
work hard any more, an erc's no
hing to do at Dunning but to sit and

watch the

vs go by.”
Yet before the year was out “over
ke hills to a part of

the longest and saddest procession |

the poorhouse,”

the business world of any age has|
ever known, she was forced to wend
her way.

In Chicago a refined, cultured old |
ludy of 60 had often hired the wife
of wandering John to scrub. This
lady herself had a husband who,

ter spending a comfortable com-
petency in a vain effort to restore the
evesight of their son, had died sud-
denly, leaving his wife essentially no-
thing but her home. She saw that she
had to earn a living for herse!f and
“her boy.” She sold their home and
ught a fruit farm in Michigan, To-
ther mother and son toiled early
d late;

t

but the son could not ac
mplish much, and right and left

defrauded

e credulous  pair were
the proceeds of their labor, until
last they were obliged to sell

farm at a sacrifice and to re

1 to Chicago with their little store

oi money to open a boarding hous
here was work here for the blind
som, for he could attend to the furn-
e and help in other ways. But the
lady, already showing the ef

ts of her worry and toil,
her

found
roomers could not pay
rugh for her to make both ends

She kept on strugling, seeing her

s ow and less, yet too
to ask for help. Certain friends,
eve last induced a cha or
investigate her
t zation endeavored to gair

her from a churcl
h the old lady in her prosperit

ge m only a fev

\t last this woman,

her life been sheltered

fre want and misery, the

organization decided to pay
weekly pension, bar

ly suffici

ent to furnish her with the neces-

es of life, but she was tl 18 sz
1 the g
icago
nt re ne a
§ rd
She ah!
d difficulty was found in
for her an opportunity t
But strange to say, she lost

1ice afte

another, alw E
ding to her own voluble excuses
1

use she insistec takine with

new place of employ
feather bed. At last
Teadworker of the

Settlement

e this able woman was

nent located in a
helped

1ily where
about the house and took

re of two children whom she seem-
ed to love, yet on

inquiry it was

e .
lunud tlut shL was not ‘ﬂnsfnctor)
‘L‘\Lll here, because of the bitterness

of her tongue. Soon after her em-|

‘]r]u)'(.‘l' telephoned to the Settlement
from his office that he and his wife

could not “put up with her any!

longer,” One of the Settlement work-
crs called on the big German wo-
man and tactfully intimated that she
must not gossip. “So they say I'm
gossipy,” concluded the housemaid
and nurse. “Well, I'm on my way
then.” And she stopped work then
and there. For the Settlement work
ers there was little encouragement to
try to find another place for this
able-bodied but irascible woman. It
seemed inevitable from what had gone
before that her tongue would drive
ion She goes
odd jobs now,
rning enough perhaps to provi
her immediate needs, but

her from any pos

about alone seeckin

n

P
laying by nothing to provide for her
future and failing years.

T'o sec an aged woman suffer

ad; to see her trudging

way to the industrial scrap heap 1
still sadder still; nor is it much less
pitiable to see a worn-out fathe
teiling “over the hills to the poor
house.” There are more men tha
wotien in that mournful procession,
for the reason that, in leading a full
h learns to do many
things and to do them well, but a
man usually learns to do but one
thing

5 4 woman

and when he loses his place at
the narrow task th

has absorbed
s life, he has no recourse, I'he
i worker is one of the mosy
cemmon and pathetic sufferers in this
cruel elimination of those who are

approaching the age of limitation

ld churchgoer, an expe

\ clean ¢ i
enced bookkeeper approaching fifty

years of age, with wife, son and

iffered a typi experi
ence—one that is repeated in  “in-
finite variations” in thousands of ¢

he kept

fices. For twenty-tight years

he same set of book

for the same
1all firm, He felt he was as much
a permanent part of that office a

the big ledger itself.

During the 28th
summer he suffered from indigestion
and took a month ofi to recuperate
When he returned, a young man was
keeping the books in his little ca

I'he proprietor told the old man that

the young man would have to stay
Lecause his methods were up to date
The old man thereafter was not ahle
to procure even the opportunity to
held another position. By the very
nature of his experience year after
vear in one small office he had been
incapacitated for the rest of his life.

A few months ago a coffee sales
man who had worked twenty years
for one Boston house, who had lived
well, but saved nothing, was sudden-
ly, out of a clear sky, notified that
his services were no longer required
There was no complaint as to his
work or as to the manner in which
1c performed it. He was told nk
ly, “You are too old, that's all.” He
was confident he could g

other
work at once, but he is still fighting
persistently but fruitlessly for an
ther position

[hese examples are bhut illustrative
Lo enumerate the long list of indus

ries from which old employees arc
flur like junk to the waste heap
would be but to run over the list
1 lustri excep chosen f

of the largest corporations that pen

wvees or provide old

“We've given up trying out mid

nographers and  hool

d one larg em

cranky little ways i hings,
at will not go in the business

world We've

ven up try'n t
teach them our way. We haven't the
tme, and so often they’re not will-
mg to learn. We can’t give them a
hance because they won’t fit them-
Ives into the modern scheme of

Then there

re the bank employecs
ANl

over the country the tendencs
among banks is toward
tion. In Boston, to il
Shawmut National Bank

consolida-
trate, the
consolidated
more than twenty small banks
gray-haired bookkeeper

s in every
those smaller banks were lis
*d by men wh

were young, alert

machine and all other mech
i es, and willing to

aries,

sclect at random from t!

, there are the cloth-

gar shop, the
ent store—all conforming

of refusing to give

-aged a chance. For this
15 an age of swift and sudden changes
world has known no era i

the

have been
astounding

more rapid

and mor changes alon

cial, lustrial and economic lines
Unfortunately, to the man of middlc

or old age the old way is the rieht
way—the one way. Instead of beine
adaptable he is static, and he grows
more and more so as he approaches
| the age of limitations,

“Industry will not absorb what it

| combine to provide for the future of

ilm\ no use mr. whether things or hu- |
| man bei ings,” declared Geo. Warren,
a young Harvard man who has
charge of the “handicaps™ that apply
to the Boston Associated Charitics
for aid to keep them from
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otel Dlrectory

Fernie, British Columbia

goi1
“over the hill to the poorhouse.”

“And what makes the whole prob
lem more sad,”
Holbrook, assistant secretary of the
same organization, after she had dis

added Miss LElizabeth

cussed the danger of man or wom:
turning

prisonward when all fa Hot and Cold Baths Sample Rooms

HOTEL FERNIE

THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL, FERNIE, B. C.

bonds are removed, “what makes the
problem more sad is the fact that
when a father or mother is unabl
to work and becomes melancholy or
disagreeable in consequence, if the
family needs the earnings of the
ents they are apt to be conside

Rates $3.00 per Day.

S. F. Wallace, Proprietor
undesirable members of the fan

Thus the problem of the disposal

of the wul unfit is a vital one that

THE WALDORF HOTEL
1!; .nwl |||<lH~||’ul lif¢ And wit Mrs. S, Jennings, Prop. L. A, Mills, Mgr.
CVery passing year it grows more
e atid  more American and European Plans, Electric Light Steam Heat Hot and Cold Baths,
1se the great mass of wome fi Telephones Excellent Cuisine. Sample Rooms.
orkers in the cities. latter

American Plan
$2.00 Per Day.

lustrial uni tl European Plan,
dustria Inils as ey are

Special Rates by the Month Rooms, 50 cents and up.

now approaching the
tions and facit Id age witl

of querulousn irascibility

the swarm of other disabilitic

Steam Heated Throughout Hot and Cold Baths

THE KING EDWARD HOTEL

Tourists’ and Travellers’ Home.

come with year
Dome mvestigaton 1V 1weested
the small town a

vited to ab
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orb the gray of hair, In
the country town there i }

comparatively light # Sample Rooms
work housckeeping and  garden Rates $2.50 per Day and Upwards.

work, for instance, especially if they
are willing “to soften their

they can do

J. L. Gates, Prop.

4 price to e 4
i e et i The Imperial Hotel
arative CW cases where men
women, able and willing to wo i
i the small tow ]l\}“. "I“ he -‘('n:‘.v I:r‘: R'zzuto Bros.’ Props.
ik to do. And then, too, tl ey real

ize that the cost of living in the When in Fernie stop at this hotel. Situated just across the corner from the C.P.R. depot,

and offering clean and well furnished rooms with excellent board at moderate rates.

THE BEST IN THE WORLD TO BE HAD OVER THE BAR

smal town is greatly less than in the
large city. The remedy is good as far

it goes. Yet the small town, every
one admits, can absorb few more of
the halt,

d and weak than thosc
which develop within its
fines

own con

The Royal Hotel

But in the city every dav ‘one s John Podbeilancik, Prop.
appalled by the awful hopelessness of
the aged who have been cut off
from lifelong

Light and well heated rooms. First-class board.

employment or been
thrown upon the world by death or
some other family calamity.

Bar stocked with the best Liquors and Cigars

THE KING’S HOTEL

Wm. Milis, Proprietor.

Every
day the procession over the hills to
the industrial scrap heap grows long-
er and longer until its very increase
seems to presage a day when em-

ployer, state and employee must % ViCtoria ‘venuel
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the worker. Massachusetts, first al- The new King's hotel is now open and offers the very best of accommodation and servics in the
ways in insurance, followed now by dining room and the bed rooms.

six other states, has established, up- %
on plans furnished and fostered by BAR STOCKED WITH NONE BUT THE BEST.
the Lawyer of the People, Touis D. |

Brandeis, an

adequate system of

state stvings bank insurance against Billie Ross
old age, loss of employment, and in
capacitation. Tn Germany, by act of

legislation, day by day

Billie McKay

THE CENTRAL HOTEL

Corner Victoria Ave. and Gemmil St.

)

or month by
mwonth the thrifty worker deposite
his savings in one of the state sm

ings banks. From these banl 1 ﬁ Comfortable Home for Workingmen. paF Tauirere wirn e hee &
£ anks 0 es anks month

by month premiums are transferrec
- Nl oo N e S e

e THE ek

to the state insurance department

where, at rates astoundin

y low, in
surance is obtained

dence and failure

st improvi-
to provide for lacl

sickness, and old

employment,

noy N tter :
agce. No better remedy than this sys

~ | Automobile Livery

NOTICE R

In the Matter an Application for

We have recently added an up-to-date auto
issue of a duplicate Certificate « 5 . .
e to the West § of the Kaw service to our extensive equipment.

) BHONE US FOR PROMPT SERVICE

IFernie, Map 735.

Notice Is Herel

is my intention to issue at

ion of one mont}

1 after t
publication hereof a dupli

cat f Title to the above nummnod

1‘\1 5:1 the name of John Charr

wl Certificate is dated the 11th
day of July, 1912, and numb
16431A
S. R. Roe,
District Re
Ison, B.( y 6, 1914,
F-J0-4

Storm Sash

Wood & Coal

Phone Us 23 and Our

IRepresentative will call and

measure your windows and

For Immediate delivery by the same old firm
and at the same old prices.

give you estimate nf cost for

storm sash, including hanging
When ordering Coal give Street and House number

The Fernie Livery Co.

Do It Now
KENNEDY & MANGAN

Rizzuto Bros. "Phone No. 24




