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CLARKE AND MINTY WILL NOT
APPEAR BEFORE COMMISSION

H. A. Robson, Solicitor for A. &
G.W. Ry., also Withdraws from

the Inquiry Which was
Resumed this Morning

THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE BY
W. L. WALSH THIS MORNING

W. H. Cushing and Other Witnesses
Examined for Documents and
Further Hearing Adjourned

Resumed Tnesday.

Evidence of Importance Brought
Out Tuesday—Mr. R. B. Bennett
Says He is Seriously Considering His
Retirement from the Commission—S.
B. Woods Appears for Premier Ruth-
erford in Absence of P. J. Nolan.

he Royal Commission on the Alberta
nd Great Waterways deal received
nsational informafion when it re-|
d its sittings Tuesday after
week adjournmeént. The news |
d the court through the senior
el, W. L. Walsh, and had been
7ed to him by letter only a few|
minutes before meeting. ‘!
“Before the commission proceeds
further,” he said, /I wish to convey |
to it information which I have just |
received. 1 hawe been informed byi
Mr, Robsen; K.C., who has been act-!
ing for the A. & G. W. Ry. company, |
that he has withdrawn from the in- |
quiry. He has just sent me a letter |
to that effect.”” {
“Is Mr:. W. R. Clarke here?” the
counsel then inquired, and there be-
ing mo respomse Mr. Walsh proceed-
ed with his statement.
“In addition to this information it
has_ been intimated to me by Mr. |
Minty that Mr. Clarke will not be
<preseni-id. that Jre; W dlinty, Had
returned to Winnipeg. “ This infor-
mation came to me in a letter marked
‘personal,’ and I am not at libefty to |
disclose. the contents, but Mr. Minty
states that if the commission goes to
Winnipeg to take evidence’ he will
be glad: to give evidénce there. In
view of these developments of the
1 hali hpur Mr. Johnstone and
e:f are somewhat nonplussed.
four. lordships will remember on |
the opening day that Mr. Robson said |
that Mr. Clarke would be in attend-
ance a3bd we intimated by letter that
we required him here this morning so
as tg clear up the matter of produc-
tion. Relying on this we had pre-
pafed an outline of the work to be
brought before the commission.”
/“We “intended ~after production of |
documents to call Mr. J. K. Cornwall.
‘He and his counsel are here. How |
far the change in Mr. Clarke’s plans
change the plans of the commis-
it is utterly impossible to say
1 Mr. Johnstone and myself have
onsultation. .
Evidence Necessary.

|

1e evidence of Clarke, Minty and
, whose  presence we had every
eason to expect is absolutely neces-
sary to a complete inquiry, and every
effort must be made to secure - that
evidence.
“Therefore, we would ask your lord-
ships, after the witnesses are exam-
i this morning, to clear up the
stion of documents as far as pos-
sible, to allow an adjournment till we
have time for a consultation.

Mr. Bennett May Withdraw.
. B. Bennett said that in view of

sence of Clarke and Minty, the |

e of this investigation was
10ore or less than a farce.
. Robson, a member of the bar,
solemnly stated on the first day of
the commission that Mr. Clarke would
be here. Mr. Minty had also given
his assurance that he would be here.
He had come and given evidence un-
der oath at the lagstsitting and was
here yesterday, when he could have
been captured by a subpoena. . The
commission had become the laughing
stock of a few bounders who lived out-
side the province and were beyond its
jurisdietion. ]

With these conditions he did not
think he would be further warranted
in endeavoring to bring out the facts
before the commission. The condi-
tion that had jost risen was most
lamentable, The commission had be-
come sthe sport and by-word of two
men, who came before it and then
made it,a laughing stock.

Justice Scott: “Do I understand
vou to say that you withdraw from
he commtigsion?”

Mr. Benmett replied that he had
not yet. seriously considered the mat-
ter, but he did not see how he could
be of much sssistance to the' commis-
sion under conditions as they at pre-
sent existed.

“You do not wish to make any .gr-
sonal reflection on Mr. Robson?” im-
quired Justige Harvey. ; 4

“I wish to say. this, that it was dis-
courteous of Mr. Robson to have with-
drawn, as he 93, without giving any

MORE SUGAR TRUST SCANDALS.

Believed There Will Be Additional
Crimes Charged Against Trust.

Washington, D.C., April 12.—More
revelations in the sugar trust scandal
are impending. It was learned to-
day from an official source that within
two weeks there will be deevlopments
at the department of justice, which
will add considerably to the sum total
of the crimes of this trust, and more
indictments may be returned. Former
U.8. District Attorney Stimson, of
New York, now geting as special coun-
sel for the gov®nment in the sugar
case, was in conference with Attorney
General Wickersham tonight, The
details of the conference, evento the
place where it was held, was kept
secret.

The nature of the new  exposures
that are coming is carefully withheld
by the department of justice officials.

Attorney General Wickersham today
declined to discuss any phase of the
matter, except to assert emphatically
that the department of justice is still
opposed to a congressional investiga-
tion of the sugar trust and would de-
preciate as being likely to interfere
with the administration of justice any
such investigation until the inquiry
which his department has been con-
ducting, and which it is believed is
abouf to bear fruit, has been con
cluded.

TO COMPETE IN ALFALFA.

Saskatchewan Agricultural Depart-
ment to Award Twenty-four Cash
Prizes.

Regina, Sask., April 12.—Arrange-
ments are being made by the depart=
ment of agriculture for provincial com-
petition in the growing of alfalfa,

Special comipission appointed - by

quest of agricultural -societies. Con-
vention consists of the following: 3

Dean Rutherford, of the Saskatche-
wan Agricultural College; Superin-
tendent of experimental farm, Indian
Head; President of Grenfell Agriculs
t uralSociety.

Province has been divided into four
districts by committee, which met af
Indian Head yesterday to arrange the
details of competition.

Six prizes will be offered in each of
four districts, viz.: First, $500; second,
$400; third, $300; fourth, $200; fifth,
$100; sixth, $75.

Provincial championship will- be
awarded to best of the four first
prizes. Judging will commence in
June, 1914, and entries must be made
not later than August 1st, 1913. Fields
entered must be of at least ten acres
and have been sown not later than
season of 1912.

Wm. McKenzie, of the ‘C.N.R., is
contributing $1,000 towards financing
of ecompetition, and editor of Bulman's
magazine $250. It is hoped that com-
petition will result in much greater
interest being shown by farmers of
Saskatchewan in grass crops,

B. B. Woods, late deputy attorney
general, eppeared for Premier Ruther-
ford, in the absence of P. J. Nolan,
who is ill, but is éxpected in the city
by the end of the week.

W. H. Cushing.

W. H. Cushing, ex-minister od pub-
lic woprks, was then called to testify
on the produétion of documents.

“Have you any documents that have
not already been produced?”’ asked
Mr. Johnstone.

“I have not any that I know of ex-
cept some copies of letters. ” (Pro-
duced.)

Mr. Cushing also stated that he had
a eopy of ‘draft specificationd at the
hotel which he would produce.

“Have you any knowledge of any
documents once in existence not now
produced?”

“No.”

“You know of no documents having
been deéstroyed?”’

“No, I do not.”

This conciuded the evidenee on pro-
duction by Mr. Cushing.

Witness Not Present.

J. A. McKinnon, right of way agent |
of the Canada West Construction Co., |

was next called, but he was not pre-

sent. Mr, Walsh said he had been |

subpoenaed personally, and he would
have to bé in attendance.

Dr. Waddell, chief engineer of the
A snd G. W. railway, in answer to a
question irem Mr. Walsh, said that

he had seen Mr. McKinnon this morn- |

ing. He thought he would be inat-
tendance some . time during the day.
“That is very kind of him,” sarcas-
tically remarked the commission coun-
sel.
Mr. Bennett—"“Why not ask the sec-

| retary to be sworn and give evidence |

as to service. You must teach these
meén to be here. 8Bend a mounted
po.iceman after him.”

The counsel, however, did pot take
this course but had Mr. McKinnon
telephoned for.

Dr. Waddeh.

Dr. Waddell, chief éngineer of the
A.'and G. W. Ry. ¢company, was the
next witness.

“Have you brought all the records
of the company?” Mr. Walsh asked.

lawyers at our office. There is noth-
ing to conceal.”

Mr. Walsh brought out the fact
that when he and Mr. Johnstone had
gone to the office tc look over the
documents the request had been made
that Mr. Minty shculd be present.

““Are all the letters and correspond-
ence with the company now on the
files at your office?”

“As far-as I know.”

“Have any been destroyed or
lost?”

“I do not know of many.”
Telegrams Sent in Code.
Continuing, he stated that the cor-
| respondence included some letters
with Mr. Clarke. They were on the

le as iar as he knew.

Speaking of the telegrams that had
been sent in code he said he would
be pleased to translate them. The
translations were now in the office, he
thought.

“You are in charge of the office here.
Will you give instructions to have ths
documents there open to Mr. John-
stone and myself?

“I have already done so.”

Cross Examination.

(Cross exami
Dr. Waddell told of his engagement
by President Clarke in September
1908 while he was working in British
Columbis.

“Have gOu an‘y) papers or documents
‘between September 1908 and the form-
ation of the A. & G. W. railway?”

“Some are in my old headquarters
in Kansas City, and T haye the rest.’

“Haye you 1in your office all'the

explanatiop 4- .the commission.

With thecs <éxplanations and re-
marks the begring of witnesses was
begun'

¥
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letters that have passed between your-
self and Mr. Clarke gince your eén-
gagement?”

“1 believe 80.”

“You yourself have mno personal
knowledge?”’

“I havn’t looked on the files.”

“Who is the filing clerk.”

““Mr.  Buddo.”

Court Intervenes.

Following this ‘Mr. Bennett{ contin=~
ued a severe c¢ross examination as to
witness’ relation to the A. & G. W
railway company and the Canadd¥f
West. Construction company, . and
while pointing a finger at the witness
and hurling a question at him n
thundering tones the ~¢ourt inter-
vened.

Justice Harvey— ‘1 don’t: think your
manner is really justified. It appears
offensive though you may not iatend
it 80. This is a witness of the com-
missjon.”

“My state of mind is reflected by
my instructions with reference to this
witness. my lord. Probably I am
travelling too far in my cross exami-
nation. I can go into that later.”

“You had better modify your at-
titude Mr. Bennett.”

In answer to the further examina-

“They are open to the commission’s |

by Mr. Bennetts

tion the witness told of the employees
who were under him and who might
have access to documents of the com-]
pany. The papers and documents -of
the Canada West Construction com-
pany and the A. & G. W. were kept
|in the same building. All vouchers,
zbank books, etc., were available to
| the commission counsel.

At this point an official of the com-
pany brought down the code which
| was identified by the witness and putr
| into-evidence. It was a Slater’s code.

|
|
|
{
i
|

| In the meantime Mr. McKinnon had
| arrived at the court and was then
| called.

| J. A. McKinnon.

| J. A. McKinnon, right of way pur-
| chasing agent, was re-examined, and
said that the code messages sent by
him had been with Slater’s code. He
had not sent any code messages up
till a month or two ago. The mes-
sages were more or less personal.

Cross examined by Mr. Bennett:

‘“Under whose instructions did you
send the code messages to- Mr
Clarke?”’

“I acted in my own ecapacity.”

“Do you ever receive any inform-
fation contained in the messages
| sent?”’

“From Mr. Biggar, once that I re
member.”’

“Where did you send those mes
sages from?”

“From the offices of the Canada
West Construction company, my own
rooms and the Liberal club. These
were all the places that I remember.”

“We will go a step further. Did you
de-code them in any other place?”

“I de-coded one in the Edmonton
Club.”

“And who was there at the time?”
asked Mr. Bennett in a rising voice.

“I was absolutely alone at the]
time.”

“Are you sure?”

“Yes, I am.”

“All the communications that . you
had with Mr, Clarke would be €m-
boedied in telegrams?”

*“Yes, that is. correct.”

Trip to Winnipeg.

“You went'to Winnipeg to meet Mr.
Olarke between the 5th and the 10th
of March?” 2

“Yes, I think it was two or three
days before the House adjourned.”

“Did you go to Winnipeg in conse-
quence of a letter from Mr. Clarke?”

“I'went by previous arrangement.”

“How did you learn of his arrival
in Winnipeg?” .

“I received a telegram.”

“Is that at the office of the com-
pany?”’

“I den’t think that it is.”

Continuing, Mr. Bennett questioned
the witness at some length in connee-
tion with his relations fo the Canada
West Construction Company and the
A. & G. W. Railway Co.

Frank McMillan.

Frank McMillan, -manager of < the
Royal Bank of Canada, was next ex:

the minister of agriculture at the re-{;

officé here, which had been sent by
his bank code. ~He was examined by
Mr. Walsh. |

“The witnei said-he. would produce
de-codéd coples of all these telegrams,
but objected to reveal the code used.

Mr. Walsh at: first imsisted that the
code -be p ed, but the court held
that Mr. M@Millan’s view should be
upheld, i

Witnéss. was perfecfly willing ta
show the counsel for the commission
all -the; telegfams sent by the bank
s th reference tothe railway eompany
He was willing that all accounts of

I Dr. ‘Waddell in the bank “should. be

produced.

The commission. eounsel 'produced
4 number of documents which they
had gone over during recess -and

{which- they thought were material.

They .also filed a ,copy of Woods’ tele-
gram to Jones; which was = missing
from the files Brodght down to the
House, and which Mr. Woods said
could be obtained by applying to Mr.
Jones,” Otfawg. A similar telegram
sent to Winnipeg, inquiring re_  the
guarante¢ of bonds by the Manitoba
governmeént, which was also missing,
will be securéd at Winnipeg. d

The commission thén adjourned till
tomorrow, at ten o’clock. It will meet
in future in the Court House.

IS EDMONTON PAYING
MORE THAN CALGARY

Francis Report as a Basis for Com-
parison, Says That This City is.

1f the statemient of City Commisison-
er Graves of Calgary is correct, Edmon-
ton is paying a vastly higher price ‘for
pumping water and producing light and
power than 4s being paid in the south-
ern city. Commissioner Graves has been
looking closely into the Francis report
and has been looking into the figures
which he gives as to the cost of pro-
duction in Edmenton,

_Speaking of his finding the Albertan
has the following:

“Using the report of Engineer Francis
relative to what 1t costs Edmonton to
furnish = its citizens with light and
power, as a basis of comparison, Com-
missioner Gravés has discovered that
Calgary has a cousiderable advantage
over the city to the north.

In Edmonton the cost of pumping
water is 4.21 cents for every 1,000 gal-
lons. Here the cost of delivery ovenr
the gravity system is only 13-4 cents.
Five million gallons are delivered every
2-4honurs. “The interest on the gravity
system debentures per yard is $15,300;
the sinking fund is $6,174,40; the cost
of maintenance, inberest ‘and deprecias
tion on the old pumping plant is $10,000
makmg a total annual expense of $31,-
474.40. - This is at the rate of 134 cents
a thousand- gallens.

However, if to this cost is added
the cost of distribution to consumers,
including ~interest,  depreciation, repairs
and . all fixed charges, the cost is q
cents per 1,000 gallons.

The cost of supplying electricily in
Edmonton-is 3,01, and electric power
for the street railway derartment is
2.88 cents per kilowatt hour. Here the
city furnishes the current to the street
railway system for 21-2 cents, which is
considerably more-than the actual cost.”

FOSTER MUST GO. THE CRY
Kingston Paper Says Party Must Suf-
fer if He Remiains.

Kingsten, Ont., April 12—Ths
Standard (Conservative) in an articie
on the Ottawa situation says: It is as-
sured that George Taylor, ¢hief %) -
servative whip, will retire from office,
the course he wished to take a year
ago. Hon. Geo. E. Foster in an artiela
says that after years spent in the
service of the people he is actuaily
worse off than when he began the
bettie for them for homnest and pro-
gressive government.

But though Mr. Foster answers in
this manner, the public attitude tow
ard him is clearly not friendly, at the
moment, and regrettable though it
may be, it is likely to continue to be
anything but friendly, so long as he
is_in the political limelight. The con-
sequence is if Mr. Foster remains in
the party, in the semi-official position
as first lieutenant to Borden, the party
will unjustly suffer by reason of his
preseince.

EDMONTON RESIDENT
CONFESSES TO MURDER

James Chapman, Who Has Resided
at 806 Namayo Avenue, Says He
Strangled Husband of Woman
With Whom He Has Since Lived.

- A startiing confession: of murder was
made this morning te Supt. Cuthbert,
of the R. N. W. M. P, in this city:
Apparently = actuated by remorse 'at
the awful .deed whieh he says he in
company with a woman, committed;
James Chapman, who has for some
time .lived &t 606 , Namayo -avenue,
told -the R. N. W. M. P. this morn-
ing that he with the woman with
whom ' he ‘ha8 lived here, killed her
husband at Stillwater, Oklahoma, on
Deée. 5, 1908

He was immediately locked up at
the barracks and the confesgion has
been reported by wire to the authoris
ties. at Oklahoma, where the c¢ase has

mined with referénce to code mes:
sages to and ‘from the company’s

been under consideration for some
time past, . .

CANADA’S TRUST
BUSTING MEASURE

Hon. Mr. King Explans Bili De-
signed to Completly Control In-
dustrial and Other Mergers.

Ottawa, April 12—The new and
original method by which Canada wil]
undertake to prevent undue enhance-
ment of prices by combines, trusts,
mergers or. monopolies, through the
medium of boards of investigation
working on a basis of compelling the
power of publicity backed wup by
heavy penalties provided in the law
in case publicity does not have the
desired effect, was explained in the
House of Commons today by Hon,
W. L. MacKenzie King, in the course
of a four-hour address covering an ex-
haustive and able manner the whole
intricate problem of the effect of
combines and trusts increasing the
cost of living.

In brief the bill. proposes to apply
to combines, which unreasonably raise
pprices, the:same remedy in principle
which has worked so successfully in
coninection with the Lemieux act in
gettling labor disputes and avoiding
&trikes.” The measure provides the
machinery for investigation by a board
of investigdation, of whom the chair-
man shall be a . judge of the High
court \in any instance where a prima
facie case has been made out before
a judge showing undue enhancement
of prices.

Full Publicity Provided For.

In the second place it provides for
the full publication of the facts as
brought out by the investigation and
the shaping thereby: of an intelligent
public ‘opinion which, it is believed,
will in most instances suffice.to rem-
edy the wrong disclosed. It relies on
the moral sense of the community as
a compelling force when concentrated
intelligently on a business wrong.

It the disclosure of unfair practices
does not itself compel a remedy, of
the conditiens complained of, and the
greed of the individual still stands
out against the common good, then
severe penalties are provided in law
for the punishment of officiating par-
ties unti]l the prices are lowered to a
reasonable. basis.

Not to Prevent Mergers.

Mr. King made it clear that the pur-
pose of the act was mot to prevent
combinations in trade which might be
in themselves beneficial to the general
consumer, but it was only to provide
a means of combatting trusts which
used the lack of competition to ad-
vancs prices to an unreasonable limit.

He: noted 6 the. association between
the remarkable rise in prices in Can-
ada during the past decade and the
growth of trusts. Speaking generally
investigation ‘had shown that the cost
of living in Canada was now from
3) 1o 40 per cént: higher than it was
twenty years ago. While this counid
not b= attributed solely to tra’ie com-
binations, it was significant, he said,
that during the last year or so,which
had been marked by a very rapid in-
crease of the prieces of commodities,
had also been marked by a remark-
alle growth of mergers and combina.
frone.

To Get at Truth.

H« emphasized the fact that the e¢s-
sential feature of the bill was the
provision of the machinery for get-
ting at the truth. Where there was
reasonable grounds to believe that a
combination existed which unduly
enhanced prices or unfairly restricted
trade, the consumers, represented by
a group of their number, might mak:
our a case before a judge of the High
court. If a prima facie case was thus
made out, then "~an _investigation
might e ordered by thé judge, which
investigation would be conducted at
the expense- of the government.  in
order that the investigation might
be as fair as possible the bill pro-
vided that each of the parties inter-
ested in it should be represented on
the board of investigation. The par-
tic- making complaint would be askad
to name their representative as would
als» the parties aginst whom the com-
plaint was made, and these two re-
presentatives would be called uppbn
to nominate as chairman of the board
oi investigation, a judge of the High
court.

Government Defrays Expense.

1f the parties failed to agree upon
a chairman the government would
make the rappointment. The board
thus appointed is to ecarry on the in-
| vestigation, clothed with all. the pow-
ers of a court, with thé power to sum-
mon witngsses, all the expenses of
the investigation to be defrayed by
the government. Its report is -to be
published and every opportunity given
for wide distribution.

If it is. found that prices are un-
duly advanced, an interval is pro-
vided .during which the trust may
lower  them to what the board de-
clares is a reasonable basis., If this
i not done and public opinion there-
by not satisfied, a heavy fine' may be
imposed” for each day’s delay in lower-
ing the prices and an additional rem-
edy is also provided that the tariff
protection on the commodity in ques-
tion may be withdrawn. The bill was
given a second reading and was dis-
cussed for some time in the commit:
t2e stage. Clause one was finally pus-
sed and at 11.30 the committee  rose
and reported progress.

No: Creed Seﬁtgors.

In the senate today Senator Mac-
Denald, quoting from a newspaper re-
pcrt of the French-Canadian . délaga-
tion from Ontario, which claimed, a:
repiesenting ten per cent. of Ons
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tario’s population, that ‘they weie
antitled to representation *on the
bench and in two of the twenty-four
senatorships assigned to the province,
took strong exception to the claim,
stating that senators represented nei-
ther race nor creed, but simply terri-
torial divisions, and pointed how
awkward it would be if every denom-
ination were to claim represéntation
on the bench and in the senate. Sen-
ator Belcourt disclaimed any intention
of reflecting on the English-speaking
senators or judges, or making any im-
mediate changes.

The French-Canadian Educational
congress *had passed the resolution
and as president he had presented it
to the premier. All that was desir
ed was a recognition of the many able
French-Canadian lawyen..

Sir Richard Cartwright sajd he
would be glad to be able to supply an
answer ‘to the question. Such a dele-
gation had called upon the prime min-
ister and as. usual with -delegations
of weight. and importance, had béen
promised that their - representations
should receive consideration. The in-
cident was concluded by Sir Richard
saying that from his 47 years of af-
fairs in Canada, he could testify that
no people gave more consideration to
the feelings of other races, than did
the French of Quebec.

MCNAUGHTONJBACK
FROM MILWAUKEE

Power House Superintendent Has Two
Propositions -to Make to Council
Relative to the Converting of the
Gas Plant. White Elephant into
Profitable Power Producer.

Power Superintendent McNaughton
has returned irom Milwankee. He
got back yesterday and today is wear-
ing the smile of a man who is glad *o
be home. Mr. ‘McNaughton went ‘o
Milwaukee abdut three weeks ago, on
a visit to the Allis-Chalmers c¢om-
pany, manufacturers of the gas en-
gine which has been the white ele-
phant of the power house, and which
must be put in shape to carry the load
this winter. Mr. MeNaughton has
two- propositions from the :Allis-Chal-
mers company to make to the council
at its next meeting. He outlined them
to the Bulletin.

‘I have a proposition from the Allis-
‘Chalmers company to eniarge tlie pro-i
ducer plant to four times its present
capacity, which the company deems
necessary for the .operation of the
engine. and also to alter the producer
to a type that will permit of the con-
tinuation of the operaion of the plant.
This was impossible before. The e
construction and augmentation of the
plant will be done by the:Allis-Chal.
mers company and the gas engine will
be put in repair after which the Allis-
Chalmers eompany guarantee an out-
put not exceeding 85 cents per kilo-
watt hour, which is less than half the
cost of production by a steam plant
The Allis-Chalmers company -w.'.
furnish a bond of $15,500 for a year to
back up the guarantee.

Change to Steam Plant.

Mr. McNaughton will also submit
to the council a proposition to con-
vert the gas engine into a steam plant.
which can be done for an additional
amount of money, the steam plant
having double the Kilowatt: capacity
of the gas plant. even -when Tecon-
structed. The .council will have an
opportunity of  deciding which pro-
position to.adopt.

Mr: McNaughton in speaking of the
Francis report, which was presented
in his absence, stated that he was pre-
pared to agree with. Mr. Franecis, that
the best thing to do with the pump
house building was to pull it down.
The public works committee had un-
dertaken to fix the responsibility and
the matter could be safely left in their
hands.

A Peculiar Coincidence,

Mr. McNaughton pointed out that
it was a peculiar coincidence that
while at the time the contract for the
building was being let, a great objec-
tion was taken in the counecil to the
acceptance of the Childs’ contract for
the electric power house, which was
$4,000 lower than that of any other
bitter. . It now turns out, from the
Francis- report, that this is a good
building in every way, while the other
one, to which no objection was taken,
has proved a failure.

Mr. McNaughton, on being asked
what his connections with the pump
house were, stated that he had laid
the foundation and then called on the
architect to draw plans and erect a
building. The foundation had been
stated in the report of the investigat-
ing engineer to be intact.

‘“And,” said Mr. MeNaughton; “Mr.
Francis satisfied himself fully as to
the nature of the foundation material.
He had excavations made. at several
points around the foundation of the
building and tested it thoroughly.

“The sword of Damoclés has been
hanging over my head since last July,
but &ince the presentation of the Te-
port of the investigation committee, I
feel like a boy. let out of school,” said
the superintendent of the power
house.

Charged With Firing Tug.

Nelson, B.C., April 13—John Mat-
thews, a young man, who was night
watchman on the steamer Moyie last Oc-
tober at the time of the steam tug Ymir
was burned, and who was brought to
Nelsen from Collingwood to stand trial
on a charge-of arson ,reecived: his.prelim-
inary hearing before W. H. Bullock, at
Webster, yesterday, and ‘was commit-

BODIES BLOWN
HALF A MHLE

Eight Men Killed in Explosion of
1800 Kegs of Dynamite on
Santa Fe Railway.

San Antonio, ‘Texas, April . 10.~As
the result of a premature .explosion
of eighteen hundred kegs of dyna-
mite this afternoon, eight men were
kilied, three badly mangled and one
is missing.

The accident occurred . twenty-two
miles northwest of Coleman, Coleman
County. The men were working in
a2 deep cut on the Santa Fe Rail-
road.

The fact that 200 of the men were
eating dinner 200 yards away  at the
time of the explosion is all t saved
their lives. The men who re kill-
ed had been left as a guard to the
powder. .

Many of those in the: ecamp.- were
slightly injured by the falling debris.

How the accident oceurred is mot
known, but it is believed to have been
due to the careless lighting of a.cigar-
ette by one of the men.

Portions of the men’s. bodies. were
blown more than a'half mile.

POUNDKEEPER WAS SLANDERED

Vancouver Official Secure Judgment
Against Millionaire:

Vangouver,. B. IC., April 11,—A pet
fox terrier belonging to Perey W.
Evans, a millionaire wharf .owner; -1
Vancouver, was a few weeks ago
lasooed by Poundkeeper :Matthew
Rae. Feeling very sore Evans com-
plained to Police Chamberlain, who
summoned the poundkeeper. ‘to. ex-
plain. Evans dramatically denounced
the latter official and in the presence
of half a dozen witnesses exclainded -

“I will give a hundred dollars for
the dog you stole from me.”

“The poundkeeper consulted a law
ver who issued ‘a writ for slander.

Evans regarded the suit as a joke,
and made no effort to enter ‘an ap-
pearance at court. Today judgment
went against him for unstated-dam-
ages and the court fixed a later date to
determind whet amouunt lie willhiave to
pay.

WANT DEFINITE POLICY.

Says Unionist Party Was Handicapped
By Lack of Such Policy.

Canadian Associated Press.

London, - April 9.—Mayor <(Coats,
M.P., speaking at the (Carlton Club,
said that during the general eélection
he went north, south, east and west
to help other TUnionist candidates,
and found that the party needéed a
definite policy regarding 'food taxes
and the colonial preference. At one
place he was told to'say nothing about
such taxes, at another to declare that
ne duty would be put ‘on’ -colonial
corn, and at a third that a shilling
duty would be placed on that: ‘corn.
There was no definite policy -and
speakers did not know what to ‘88y.
That confusion must not be:allowed
to continue. The party. must have
one clear poli¢y on colonial'preference.

NO TRACE OF COOK’S ASCENT .

Expedition Scales Mt. McKiniéy and
Further Discredits "Explorer.

Fairbanks, Alaska. April 12.—The
Fairbanks expedition ‘to Mount- Mec-
Kinley, the tallest peak ‘S ‘Norsh
America, reached  the  submit Aprl
3rd, after a ‘climb of one month from
the base ,it was announced- Y. - -

No traces of Dr. Frederick A. Cook’s
alleged ascent were found. Thos.
Lloyd, leader of the expedition, ar-
rived here last night. is compan-
ions were Daniel Patterson, W. E.
Taylor and Chas. MoeGonnigle, and
all reached the top of the great moun-
tain. The expedition, which was pro-
vided with Dr. ©Cook’s maps, afd
data, endeavored fo follow . his sup-
posed route. but utterly ' failed %o
verify any part of his story of an
ascent.

Toronto’s New Public Hospital.

Toronto, Ont.. April 10.—J. W. Fla-
velle, chairman of the hospital board
says the building on the big" College
street site will be 'begun at once. ‘He
expects completion in three ‘years.
Four years ‘ago, the city voted $200;-
060. At that time the estimated cost
of a modern hospital - ‘was ‘only
$1,125,000.° The hospital is fo be one
of the finest in America. ' Private sub-
scriptions already -are -$900,000. ‘Tor-
onto university has given: $600,000.
There remains about $550,000 to0 be
raised by the public. 3

Capt. Tatlow Dead..
Victoria, B, 0., April 10:~Capt. B.
LG. Tatlow, injured last' Friday in the
upset of his trap when . this -horse
shied at an automobile, died: ea-ly
this morning without recovering con-
sciousness. - He was a mnative of coun-
tv Down, Ireland. He was former
provincial minister' of finanee.

A Peaceful Penetration of “eﬁlh.

Madrid, April 10.—As ‘a: result of
favorable reports from Melilla, “the
government, in collaboration - with
commereial and educational inierests,
is preparing a veritable peaceful pene¢
tration of that region.

No Licenses. for Lincoln; Neb.
Lincoln, Neb., April 12—At the spevial
referendum election Lincolnswéted by a
majority of slightly more than 900 to

ted for trial. The prisoner reserved his!
defence and was admitted’ to bail,

continue the policy of no Ficense indug-

iurmed a year ago. :
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