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Gossip and Chit-Chat From Sundry Sources.

Skstches and Poems, Fact and Fancy, Original, Contributed
and  Selected.

adived bv nqy 'f“’ w—wj

Writers of pa he for the comie |
Jourpals and tmy columns of the
l':»en find « fruitful source of in- |

ion in the alleged talkativeness |
women and their proneness, when
two or three are gathered together, to
talk all at once and create almost &
Mabel of tongues. There is one place, |
|

!
i

however, where a goodly number of
women are employed all day and the
principal pary 8f their work is to talk,
yet they make little noise and there is
no usion or disorder consequent

1
|

their tongues. That one place is The
operating room of the Bell Telephone
Company, and the busy talkers are the
girls that give you any number you
eall for, provided they are nol compell-
eod to give, instead, that anwwer SO an-
noying to one in a hurty: " The line's
in wse.” When one hears the voice of
“ gentral,” he is inclined to think, from
the way he sometimes has to shout,
that she must almost shriek ber throat
out every time she calls “ number,”’ but
she dossm’t. The first thing that
would itmpress an outsider on enlering
the operating room is the intense quiet
that prevails. There is the faintest
murmur of many voices, but the click
of the brass plugs as they are pushed
into the “ spring jack” on the switch~
boird to make a connection, is louder
than the sound of the operator's voice
and the buzz of talk is less audible
than the comversations that oft-times
times take place in amateur choirs dur-
ing prayer.

A movics might nsturally think that
the best arrangement to equalize the
work would be to have the telephone
numbers arranged consecutively on the
switdhboard. Hach operator has sev-
enty subscribers on her board, and the
most natural plan would seem to be to
&ive operator No. 1 the telephones
irem 1 to 70 to answer; No. 2, from 71
to 140, and 0 on to the end of the
list. Sach a system would operate

dear. :
~Mrs. Burton Kingsland.
FINDING OF A SKWLL.
The Bast Haddam Journal of

The profession of operator does no
seem to be hard on the mnervous or
physical systemns. M girls
now employed in the Bell companys
office have been there for some years,
and prefer their work to other employ-
ment. The company recognizes the
fact that good health is mecessary to
the proper discharge of an operator's
duties and do all they can to insure
the physical wellbeing of their em-
ployes. BEach operator works, on an av-
erage, nine hours a day, but not con-
tinwously. The day girls, for example
YWuve an bour for dinner snd
hoth morning and afternoon in addi-
tion. The operaling room is large,
well-ventilated and lighted, and cheer-
ful —Detroit Free Press.

BINDING THEMOMENTS.
il ’
Let untried hearts together bind,
With silken cord of purpose clear,
Unfettered momer ts passing free; §
For these will make of desert dre.r
A landscape bright-—"tis memory,

All redolent with sweet perfume

Of fragrant flowers blooming there
Which, moistened by the dews of love,
Will daily brighten lives of care,

Apd draw them nesrer Heaven above

Deep-rooted io obce barren soil,

Where gought but fruitless weede could
grow,

The seeas of knowledge plead for light;

A moment's care on them bestow,

They'il greet the smiling, f[resh, and
bright.

These tender ghoots, the moment’'s care,
Shail bless thee, ull sball troly know—
Fragments [of time, ia thought, well

Have wude the desert blossom so,
tluve nuade its yearving seeds content,

very unegually, however, for the down-
town offices. which use their lines so

much, have numbers running close to- |

gether, and the operators having &
sumber of them on their boards would
be kept hustlingduring the busy hours
of the day while those who had to an-

swer residence calls would have com-~ |

paratively little to do. .
To remedy this ineguality, the first
thing to do was to ascertain how many
calls the operators answered every
hour. T was easily done. Each op-
erator had to keep count of ber calls by
moving Up & peg provided for the pur-
poe on the switchboard
every time she had a call. Once an
bour a clerk made a ecirouit of the
switchboards and noted the mumber of
cails answered, and then the pegging
begun again. The scores were taken
every hour and every day for three
months belore an average was struck.
Then it was found that the busiest
bosrd in the exchange averaged 140
enils per hour during the ten busiest
hours of the diy, while the least used
bad only thirty-four, and the other
boards ranged bstween these pumbers.
Then the process of equalization L
. Wires were transferred from
the poorly patronized boards to the
busy ones, and vice Versa. The scores
of calls were still taken hourly, and at
the, end of snolher three months the
averages were agaun struck., This tume
the diiferemce between Lhe least and
the greatest number of calls was pot
so large, More transiers of wires fol-
from busy to light boards and from
light to busy, and these transfers were
ted every three months until a
short time ago when the average of
cails on the busisst boards had been
reduced to ninety-five per hoar, and on
the lemst used had- been :
to fifty-five. This work was done with-
oul changing any subscriber’s pumber
or in KOy way unpairing the servioce,
The most . strictly enforoed rule of
the operating room is that which for-
bids the “helio” girls to talk over any
line oh subject other than office
“business.  Operators used to, it is said,
talk to friends outside on all kinds of
matiers, amd even went so far as to
indulge in & mild fiirtation with the
aolfice boys (or subscribers on their
t _ These talks , it was thought,
jod to the meglect of subscribers, and
they were forbidden If any operator
persistently breaks this rule, she is dis-
_migsed. Tho ass stant chisfl ‘operator
ke ops Ppatrolling
the gperatars Lo see that they are at-

tending strictly to business

|
1n addition to their regular opersiors

t hane A humees of corpe-
tent substitutes who are within easy
resch may be summoned at any
time to take the places of girls who fail

-3 separt for duty. 3t -the wholb regu-

lar force were to be absent al any time,

the y would have no trouble in
fiiling the vacancies in short order, and
the work of the office would go on
without « hiteh,

Une of the interesting sights is the
chinge of operators at meal time. They
go i relays of twenty, and at five
vunutes to the bour/ & bell is wrung.

Thie ise warning to the operators who
are off duty to get ready to|could; but mature suffers them only
¢ ’u"‘thw rise from their chairs | to "

each one takes up =

is another ring of

their tele
places.

to make the
Lok boards

it takes but »

before her |

increased |

e tiind the chaire--of

switchboard. One minute

lefore the hour another clang of tho
bell warms the reliel to gel ready for
the change. They come into the room
aawl .hpwut{: by
the side of the operator she is re-
. the stroke of the clock there
g o - the beu.hu;d the
i ho are quitiing work band over
o gy - to those who tike

shange, and the work on
goes on a8 swoothly

—L. Stepbens Maclotyre,

Brilliant color for table decorations
seem to have disappeared ; at preseat
white flowers or delicately tinted ones
are sought after. . Foliage is used to
orpament the table, but the blossoms
| are kept by themselves. At a recent
dinner.'in the center of a large circu-

made of sea-green satin and covered
with irregular waves of white’ tulle,
the sdge being finished with a thick
fringe of graceful ferns. Resting upon
the center of the mat was a qnﬂnll‘
shaped antique silver vase filled wit
| white acinths, Slver candelibra
with whife-capped candles were wound
with delicate vines of smilax fragrant
with /its tiny white blossoms.

GOOD FROM EVIL.

1 have heard many colored persons
say that the refusal of landlords and
agents to rent houses they wanted has
been the cause of their purchasing
homes of their own. Such evidences as
these have been verified in the south
as well a# in‘the north. Just §6"in the
confusion of tongues. God made such
a confusion & means of helping to
carry out his great plan of Salvation.
+Rev. W. B. Henderson, African Meth-
odist, Pittsburg.

TO LOVE.

{ Who hath not felt thy
What beart
| Has 'scaped the arrows swift, that sly-
ly glance
From Cupid's bow? A
| winged dart
| 1s sach, and doth our bearts and miods
entrance.
Thy beauty rare can pope describe; no

potent charm?

tender swift-

urt

The form of Love depict—a swmile, &
glance

From eye to eye,
rosy joy :

Abh yes! like gleams of Tight the mo;
wents pase

To him, who graceful weurs the flow’r

and I{te becomes &

of youth
If witching Deauty &t bis side, the
truth
Illumines with & swile, and bide him
i
The ﬂ?nwing pectar from ber Yips. Sur-
S R & .
{ The drean of Love none. can uxp(f them
that dip
1n,.ite . jmmortsl stream, no shafts
annoy.  SERSEN s s

L. Stephets M‘ﬁﬂntyr&.

s ANBCDOTE OF DR. PARR..

The rudeneas of Dr. Piarr tw Tadies
was sometimes extreme. To a lad
who had ventured to oppose him wit
more warmih of temper than cogen
of reasoning, and who afterwards apol-
ogised for ger-l! 3 saying “ That it
was the privilege women to talk

nonsense.” ** No, " Mmhod
“ it is not their privilege but their in-
firmity. cks would walk if they

le !

PR— ‘

A WORLD OF STRUGGLES.

The world is full of struggles and al-
ways will be, struggles for power
amoug the worldly ones and stru
for ecclesiastionl exaltation, but the
spiritual struggle will go just so far
as Christianity rules the world. It will
die out if modern skepticism gets the
upper hand. So the Christian spirit,
struggling for s higher life, should

the silent conflict that may not be
shared by any other forge onward to-
ward the light of etermal happiness
that shines before him-—Rev. Dr.
,lt-m- 0. Murray, Princetod Univers-
ity.

KEFPING HIS WORD.
Dir. Glen, ur'wh.-m:}voum
ition of marriage to

her every-

er, made a

a young girl

1 wanted if she would have
car-

the finding of a skull in a well in the
town, and

inally belomged is dead.”

to bide here on my table & whole year
before commenting on it and publish-
ing it (M it s
general behool.

time, and on purpose. To balance well
we must stand with our legs well apart
S0 it is with things' and events; we

je. | #ee how it comes out’’ people say of a
& veliel } basty marriage.

vur good friend’s communication now
siufely enough, for there is nothing to
chinge or take back.

lar table, was & good sized round mat | the heart. |

guard againsti these influences, and in |

door-yard of one of the citizens of that
innocently remarks that
‘the person to whom the skull orig-

AFTER A YEAR AND A DAY.
No, it isn’t often that 1 allow a letter

interestiong) for the
But I've done it this

want to compare the beginning with
the end, **Wait a year and a day, and

But we may quote |

““For about fifteen years,'’ says the
writer, ‘I have been a great pufferer
from debility of the stomach, aod the
allments which go with it. My case
govers so much time that I can do no
more than state the main facts as tbhey
are indelibly impressed on my mamory.

““At first 1 feit tired, heavy, and
sleepy. 1 seemed to bhave lost all my
ife and epergy. Common duties and

adecurrences became a trouble and a
burden to me, and what I really knew
to be trifles looked like matters of im
portapce. Thie I now understand wae
owing to the weak state of my noarves.
‘““My appetite was poor and fitful,
and what little I ate lay like lead upon
wy stomach. 1t was cold and heavy,
and gave wme no comfort or strength.
Presently this came to be so bad that
after every morsel of food I had a sense
off great weight and tightness at the
chest. Often a mere drink of water
would produce this result.

‘| was greatly worried and distressed
by the action of my heart. Sometimes
it vould palpitate end flutter as if it
muet come up into my wouth, ™’
[{Remark: This a common sympton
and very alarming to the subject of it
Not infrequently the lips become blue,
the fuce livid and soxious, and covered
with cold perspiration, and the breath
short acd gasping. It is due to & tem

porary collection of wind in the
stomuch cavsing it to hamper the
heart-by pressing against it. There is

not meecessarily aony Urganic disesse of

‘““My - face,”” continues our cor
respondent, ‘‘burned like fire, and my
pose wae swollen and inflamed. 1 bLad
# Lorrible gpawing paio at the pit of
the stomach, which never left me
pnight or day. Later 1 bad frequent
attacks of spasms from which [ saffer
od ngopies, sometime for dave to
gether, with but brief iotermission.
At such times it would eod in my be-
ing completely prostrated. [ would
unioose my clothing in the attempt to
relieve the sense of weight and pres
sure upon my body. No treatment or
medicioe availed to help me; and now
better and again worse, | remained in
this hopeless and miserable condition.
“Fioally Mrs. Wane, a friend of mioe
living at Great Linford, told me of the
reat benefit she had derived from
Mother Seigel’s Curative Syrup under
similar circumstances. [ got a bottle
from Mr. Grant, the grocer, in this
place, and after taking it for a few
days I felt almost like another person
[ had a patural appetite, my faod gave
me no pain, and 1 was lighter and
brighter that 1 bad been for years. |
kept on taking the eyrup asod gained
bealth aod strength every., Aill the
spasms, goawing at the stomah, and
other symptoms cewsed, and I found
mysell well. Sioce then, however, |
have pever been without Mother Seigel’s
Syrup in the bouse, and if any of us
ail anything a few doses put us right.

You may publish my statement, acd I
will answer inguiries, (Sigoed) (Mrs.)
M. A, SBavage, 89, Middle Street,
Stantopbury, Wolverton,

Bucks, Nov.
14th, 1804." S
Io & case so grave as this we wmay
well besitate to jump at a cooclusion.
A relapse might occur. Therefore suf-
ficient time was permitted to pass to
settle all doubt. locluding the year
of the date of letter, nearly three years
bave gone gince this lady recovered.She
bas pever looked behind ber. The cure
was Tadical and permarent.  May we
not regard it a8 wonderful? Barely all
reasonavie persqps will say so. The
true disease was chrouvic inflammatory
dvépepsia. with bpeuralgia —Of "the
stomach (gastralgia)—the cause of the
spaems. In eradicating the cause,
Seigsl's. Syrup destroyed: the

ity of such 8 remedy is not to be mar
velled at.

TWILIGHT FANCIES. \'

From clime to clime they wander,
To dear ones far away,

Our thoughts we sadly T,
Past scenes in twilight grey.

They gather fast "“t:: us,

A mystic, shadowy d,
Our loved and vanished dear ones
Passed to the “Better Land.”

‘l'heLunch us and we know it not,
They ever hover near,

They live still in our twili thoughts
Lo mewories treasured ‘

They meet us at the margin,
By Death's fast flowing tide,
And whisper—"Dear, your twilight
t houg bts
Were our voices at your mde.”
~W. E. Johastone.

EIGHTY IN EVERY HUNDRED .

fuffer More or Less From that Most
Offensive of Diseases, Ustarrbh—
That Dr. Agnew's Ouatarrhal Pow-
der is & Waonderful Remedy i» Tes-

Feosn Cured Outright.—~Mr. Alex.

¥

mays 8

[ conseqnences. OF & trulli the populer-|

tified to by Thousands Who Have
Bdmondson, of Resemuth, Ont,

“l have been troubled with catarrh
for » great many years. Have suffer-

- 1 ber might she is fulfiiling the ~will ol T P AT g e bt
Him who taught the birds to sing ‘and

sowed the earth with flowers because
the mere huppivess of his chiidren is so

CHILDREN'S COLUMN.

OLD CORK TOYS.

You Onn Easily Make Them For a Dells
House or a Menagerie.

A doll’'s house can be completely far-
nished with cork furniture for the girls,
and all the toy animals a boy could wish
for can be made for the boys.

All the materials needed to make these
toys are some corks, yarn, pins, toothpicks,
pasteboard and a sharp knife and matohes.
To make a chair take a cork and stick
five pins around the adge, pretty close to«

gether. Now fasten.the yarn on the first
pin, then weave in and out, back and
fol until you cover the pins to the top.

F m the yarn, and you have made the
back of your chair. To make the legs,
stick four pins at equal distances from one
another in the other end of the cork. Be-
gin winding the yarn at the top of the pins
and wind round and round, one pin at a
time, sill you reach the head of the pin,
then over and over hack again, then cross
over to the next¥ pin and do the same till
all are covered, and your chair is made,
as shown in the picture
A sofs can be made in about the same
way by using a larger cork for the seat.
You can make tables by using large, fiat
corks and putting pins in for legs.
A grandmother’'s clock can then be
made out of cork. First fasten two long
corks, one on top of the other, thén take
two maore and do the same with them.
When this is finished, fasten these beside
each other, and this forms the body of the
clock. Then get a rather thin bhpt wide
cork and cut a dial out of pasteboard, and
by looking at a clock you can easily print
the figures on your pasteboard dial. Glue
this on to the flat cork and fasten it side-
ways on top of the body of the clock. Pins
will answer very well for the hands and a
plece of wire for a pendulum, but if you
bave no wire one of your mother’s halr-
pins will do. Then hook a flat button on
the end, and this will finish the pendulum.
You will be surprised how pretty your
clock will look.
Now for the boys. First make a horee,
because that is what the boys like the best.
Take four matches for the legs and sharp-
en them so that they will go inte the cork.
Then cut the head out of pasteboard, and
a dot of ink will do for eyes. Make the
hair with pen and ink, then cut a, slit in
one end of the cork and stick this in.
Make a tail out of some worsted and cut a
hole in the back of the cork, placing this
in v
You ean make a bird by using a cork
for the body, matches for the neck and legs
and splita cork in two for a standard. Cut
the head out of pasteboard and stick chick-
en feathers in it and in the body.
1 made some cork animals for & church
bazaar, and they sold like ‘‘hot cakes.''—
Chicago Record.

Measuring & Tree.
The boy in the following story, borrow-
ed from Bright Jewels, is described as nev-
er saying anything remarkable, as eating
ostmeal in large quantities, chasing the
cat, slamming the door and otherwise con-.
ducting himself after the manner of boys,
with the exception that he asks few ques-
tions and does much thinking. 'If he does
not understand a thing, he whistles, which
is not a bad habit—on some occasions.
There was much whistling in our yard

one summer. It seemed to be an all sum-
mer performance. Near the end of the sea-
son, however, our boy announced the
height of onr tall maple to be 83 feet.
o ¥, Kow €0'you Know?r"” was the gen-

eral quﬁu(m_

“Measured it.”’

“How?"'

“ Foot rule and yardstick. "
“You didn't climb that tall tree?’ his
mother ssked anxiously.
“No'm. 1 just found the length of the
shadow and mensured that.”’
“ But the length of the shadow changes.’’
“Yes'm, but twice a day the shadows
are just as long as things themselves. 1've
been trying it all summer. I"drove a stick
into. the. ground, and. . wheo, the. shadaw
was just as long as the stick 1 knew that
the shadow of the tree would be just as
long as the tree, and that's 83 feet. "’
~ Ao that is what you have been whis-
tling about all sumimer?"’
“Did 1 whistle!”’ asked Tom.

Mother Goose Up to Dale.

—

| AVegetable
_mgusmmm
INFANIS

Promotes Diges

: not
OT NARCOTIC.

e ———
.

! Fac ‘.u;-\'u_'z-:;t.frm\urc Fo_f
NEW YORK.
\lh montl ~ old®
13 Doses ~ 33CeN

ness and Rest Contains neither

Aperfect Remedy for Constipa-
\‘lo':\c. Sour Stomach,Diarrhoea,
it Worms Convulsions Feverish-
' pess and LOSS OF SLEEP.
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EXACT COPY OF WRAPPER.

FAC-SIMILE
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THAT THE
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A month ! (hrhnmmcnndfnn
the colloge into a situation at -h“

' CENTRAL
- BUSINESS COLLEGE - §

Stratford, Ont. 1

} OANADA'S POFULAR
TRAINING SOHOOL

4
2 Students admitted at sny time.
Write for catalogue.

: W. J. ELLIOTT, Principal “

P T

WRAPPER

OF EVERY
‘BOTTLE OF

ASTORIA

{:‘“’Mu good” and “will answer every pur

™o fae-
eats ‘ un
4 m

wrapper.

- |
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Leo.
Slephens
§....

..Have the....

Best
Assortment
Of :
Bicycles

To. be found in any
cne establishment in Chat-
ham.

You get a better wheel
for less money and know
for a fact that the Bicycle
among the best
makes and has _been
thoroughly t:sted.

ranks

for other business colleges in
York, Massachusetts and Outario, and a fth has just
boen filled.

Why do not teachers and those holding teacher's
Ostorla is put up i one-sise bottles only. A certificate, also those teaching on small salaries,
is not sold in bulk. Don't allow anyone to sell qualify as teachers of commerc l.l subjects and short
hand ! We cannot mieet the demand made upon s

anything else on the plea or promise that it e

pose.” 8@ Beo that C-A-8-T-0-B-I-A in Oanada. Here is the proof.
s dents come from polnts vmh of London, Stratford,
and Toronto, Walkerton has 4 with us, Goderich 1,
Clinton 8, Wh
eter 2, Galt 2,
vinston 2, Marine City, Mich, 1, Davis, Mich. 1, Corn
ing, Arkansas 1, Kincardine 1, Glencoe 2,

ville, Algoma 1, Hryanston 1, Hensall 1, Leamington
:‘m % llol{nod 1, Allen Park 1, Gesto 1, Colinville 1,

The demand for graduates of

The Canada Busines College

Chatham, Ont.
We have now four unfilled ications for teachers

Continues to Increase

ew Hampshire, New

This i» the most widely patronized business college
Note how many stu

ham 1 Fordwich 1, Scaforth 3, Wrox
1, Lucknow 2, Alliston 1, Al

Palmerston
fia 8, Ceathie 1, lodn‘th 3} 1, Nelson
Langside 1, Londesboro 1, Ravenswood 1, Wards

Wheatley 1, Glen Meyer 1, Pelee lslatd 1, Puce 1,
Ayimer 1, Sombra 1, Mandaumin 1, Quinn 1, Ripley
1, Yarmouth Centre, Fenelon Falls 1 §

For catalogue of either ent, address
i 1?_'“'.:«'" AN & CO;
Chatham Out

The Chatham Loan & Savings Co.

INCORFORATED A, 0, 1881,

CAPITAL $1,000,000

MONEY TO LEND ON MORTUAQES OF PRO-

DUCTIVE REAL ESTATE

Farmers wanting to borrow at best mates should ap
ply personally.

No Delay. Expenses Low.

SAVINGS BANK

Deposits of #1. and npwards reegived and highest
current rate of intetest allowed. it

Debentures issued bearing interest payable hal
yearly for three or five years. ’

8. F. GARDINER, Manager

SAYINGS OF THE RT. HON. W.
E. GLADSTONE.

“A financial experience which has been and
wide has profoundly convinoed me that, as a rulé, the
company or soctety thrives the best which dives the
aeepest into the hesrt of the community and adapts
its arrangements to the wants of the greatest
number-"

HE OBJECT of the
T York County Loan and
Savings Co. Is ;

15t—To help all who become members to secun
their own bowmes frec of encumbrance.
2nd - To afford & safe and profitable investment of

tal.
nt“mm very small beginnings this company has work-
od up to its present position,
It has since its organization, five years ago, paid in
cash 1o its members over $150,000. This amount re
presented the small savings of hundreds of members
wha, in time of need, were obliged to withdraw.
FACTS TO REMEMBER.

1at—That all can acquire the HAMY of saving some-
_thing every week or month. This meany &!uns‘kmk’r, ;
ment of ter and success in life, iy S
2nd--That the best cHamiTY to extend to the poor
and unfortunate is to teach them to help themselves.

Srd--That there is no such rrosPERITY for & ngtion
or an individual, except al the price of thrift and
industry.

uccessful Selling..

" BUYING

“And buimg »s we do !orﬁRle’F CASH 1t slso follows that '! _h“’,_, :
st the CLOSEST POSSIBLE FIGURES, .

FOLLOWS CAREFUL.......

For the incoming season we have IMPORTED DIRECTLY FROM
GREAT BRITAIN a large variety of Woolens, snd we bonestly believe
we bave the MOST BEAUTIFUL GOODS ever shown in Chatham.

IT LEADS
ALL OTHERS.

Albert Sheldri

We alas have s complete rangs of the choiosst petierns in

Sepuotmest, it aod trimmings guarsateed
T P e tavite the lelies :

s

9 Agent for Parker's Dye Works.

@

Merchant Tailor

Hello! Central

N Please Give me 150

“Ju that the Goldep Star; Park street ¥
Yes. BSend me:
12 Ihe. Granulated Sngur,
15 Ihe. Yellow Sugar. . ... ‘
1 b Presh Ground Coflee . . ... srsawey
116, Laed .
12 Bars Boap. . ....ovuues
4 Cans Vegetables. . ..
16l OM. . ... "

4 be. Ging

PEcERRRELERFE

“" ...... ‘ e

- wweoe (’BRIEN BROS. SHATHAR onT.

..Men and Boys Wanted...

: Until otxk-tai&ln( is over, February 28th.

e

-3-: :b‘:'ﬂ.hﬂ..'ln $1.50 paie,

ABOVE PRICES ARE FOR CASH ONLY.

Best Family Flour and Foed of all kinds. '

'John McConnell

reitings, s for our ordered slothing
LT TR
also 1o inepect our double fold acd single width dress tweeds, flaancls sad cloakings.

¥ )




