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NG OF PARLIANENT

Everything Combined to Make First Official
Appearance of H. R, H. a Success.

" ‘A despatch from Ottawa, A
Bpecial eclat marked the formal British Guiana, which should prove
bpening of the first session of the advantageous to those colonies as
twelfth Parliament of the Domin-|well as to this Dominion.
lon, on Thureday, owing to the| mpe importance of providing our
circumstanes that for the first time country with better highways is
in the history of the Dominion, the , manifest. A bill will be introduced
Vice-regal throne in the Senate | for the purpose of enabling the
ohamber was occupied by & Prince | Dominion to co-operate with the
z’: the blood, who read the speech ' hrovinces in the accomplishment of
om the throne, first in English this desirable object.
and then in faultless French, much It is essential to recognize that,
tho delight of the French- in & country possessing so great an
Oanadian members of the House. area of fertile land as that with
TEXT OF ADDRESS. which this Domim'(l))n is hagpily en-
3 dowed, the great basic in ustry is
The address reads: agriculture. My advisers are con-
Honorable gentlemen of the |

vinced that the time has come
gzm"w’ gentlemen of the House of when greater aid and encourage-
mmons :

It is with much satisfaction that | ™en% should be given to those who

: i cultivation of
I meet for the urst time the Parlia- | :}f: li![lxg]l.!gEdT;Dt}:i};eend a.vnfeasure
ment of Canada, and avail myself will be introduced under which it is
f your advice and assistance in | hoped that there may be co-opera-
ulfilment of the important charge between the Dominion and the vari-
which has been entrusted to.me by ous provinces for the purpose of
bis majesty the King. I can as- assisting and encouraging our
sure you that Iesteem ita JPEIVI- | oo rmers to secure the best results
lege to be called upon to administer | ;) production, and at the same
to the affairs of this prosperous time preserve the fertility of the
and growing Dominion, and to as- woil
sociate myself with you in the im- = >
portant duties which you are about| OWNERSHIP OF ELEVATORS.
to approach. A neasure will be introduced
It affords me great pleasure to revising and consolidating the acts
congratulate you upon the . eon- | relating to the inspection of grain
tinued and creasing PTOSPe”tY‘Of and providing the means by which
the country. Our trade, both with | the Government can secure, through
British and with foreign countries, | g commission, the control and
is rapidly expanding, and there is | operation of the terminal elevators
every prospect that its volume in upon the great lakes.
the present year will be largely in| "A bill will be introduced fo pro-
excess of that attained at any time duce a permanent tariff commis-
in the past. sion, whose duty it shall be to as-
CROPS AND CENSUS. certain by investigation and enquiry
Although there has been some |5uch information as will furnish a
-damage to the crops in certain dis- | more stable and satisfactory basis
tricts, the harvest has on the whole | for tariff legislation than has here-

says: with the British West Indies and|

THE NEWS IN A PARAGRAPH
HAPPENINGS FROM ALL OVEB
THE GLOBE IN A
NUTSHELL.

Canada, the Empiro and the Wer'l
in_General Before Your
Eyes.

CANADA.

Rev. J. J. Connolly died sudden-

ly at Bault Ste. Maria,

Sault Ste. Marie Oouncil have
decided to apply for incorporation
as a city.

‘Friday, Dec. 1, will be a public
holiday in Hamilton, in honor of
the Duke of Connaught.

The steamship Manchester Spin-
ner, arriving at Montreal from Rot-
terdam, brought 2,400,000 quart
bottles of gin.

Lieut. Lord Allister Graham was
found guilty by the courf-martial
of allowing the Niobe to ground
and sentenced to be reprimanded.

Hon. Adam Beck interviewed the
L.-nisters at Ottawa, regarding a
scheme to provide Hydro-electric
power in eastern Ontario.

The Duke of Connaught will at-
tend the inaugural meeting -of the
Canadian Public Health Associa-
tion at Montreal, December 13.

The International Waterways
Commission may be reorganized
with O. 4. Magrath, T. Chase
Casgrain and H. A. Powell as com-
missioners.

It is reported that the interna-
tional bridge from Bridgeburg to

PRIES O FARN PRODIET

LEPORTS FROM THE LEADING
TRADE CENTRES OF
AMERICA.

Prices of Cattle, Graln, Cheese
and Other Produce at Home
and Abread.

BREADSTUFFS,

Toronto, Nov. 21L.—Flour—Winter whea’
9 per cent. patents, $3.50 1o $355, sca
board. Manitoba flours—First patents
$5.50; d 85, and strong bak-
ors’, $4.80, on track, Toremto,

Manitoba wheat—No. 1 Northern, $1.05,
Bay ports; No. 2 Northern, $1.02, and No.
3, %80, Bay ports.

Ontario wheat—No. 2 white, red and
mizxed, new, quoted at 88 to 8%, high
freights.

Peas—Good milling peas, $1.15 to $1.18,
outside.

Oats—Ontario, No. 2, at 44c, outside, and
No. 3 at 43c; car lots of No. 2, on track,
Toronto, 47 to 471-2. Western Canada
oats firm at 451-2¢c for No. 2, and at 4412
for No. 3, Bay ports.

Barley—No. 3 extra 88 to 89c, outside:
feed barley, 75 to 80o.

Corn—No. 2 old American 78c, Bay ports.
New No. 3 American, 7lc, to arrive.

Rye—Car lots, outside, 90 to 920 for No. 2.

Buckwheat—60 to 62, outside.

B..n—Manitoba bran, $23 to $23.50, in
bags, Toronto freight, Bhorts, $25,

COUNTRY PRODUCE,

Apples—Winter stock, $3 to $4 per bar.
rel.
Beans—Small lots of hand-picked $2.25

Buffalo will be double tracked in
the spring, at an estimated <ost of
$3,000,000,

It is understood that the Niagara,
St. Catharines and Toronto railway
will early néxt year extend its
line from Port Colborne to Fort
Erie, and from that place to
Niagara Falls. 3

GREAT BRITAIN.

Mr. Bonar Law made his first
public address as leader of the Op-

en abundant and it is believed | tofore been available.
that the returns to the husband- Bills will be laid before you
man will excced those secured in | With respect to the depnrpmcnt- of
any previous year. external affairs, the archives and
The results of the census taken |Other subjects.
during the present year will be laid
before you, so far as they have been,
tabulated. While the increase in
population has not fulfilled all the
sanguine expectations that had
been formed, yet it has been sub-
stantial and encouraging. C

REVENUES BEST YET.

You will be pleased to learn that
the revenues for the current fiscal
ear have, up to the present, large-
exceeded those during any
Jmi]a.r period in the past, with
every prospect that . this increase
will be maintained.

The advantages that would re-
sult from a wider exchange of
products between the various coun-
tries of the Empire are undoubted,
in view of the wonderful variety
and extent of those productions,
and negotiations have been opened
for improved trade arrangements

for the Hudson Bay Railway is en-
gaging the attention of my advis-
|ers, and an announcement will be
made to you of the result of their
enquiry.

Gentlemen of the House of Com-
mons: The accounts of the last
year will be laid before you, The
balance of the estimates for the
current fiscal year, as well as the
estimates for the coming year, will
be submitted for your approval at
an early date.

FINAL COMMENDATION.

Honorable Gentlemen of the
Senate, Gentlemen of the House of
Commons : I commend the subjects
which I have mentioned to your
best consideration and I trust that
your deliberations under the bless.
ing of Divine Providence may
tend to the welfare and good Gov-
ernment of this Dominion.

WERE ALL READY FOR WAR.

GOING HOME TO FIGHT.

Over Two Hundred Patriotio Itali-
ans Sailed From Montreal.

A despatch from Montreal says:
Over two hundred Italians, most of
them from the Montreal colony,
sailed for their native land on Wed-
pesday on the (Canadian Northern

Close Shave for England and Ger-
many Last September.

A despatch from London
In the course of a debate at the
Radical M. P.’s new Reform Club,
which aims at preater Parliamen-
tary control of foreign affairs, Ar-

says :

The selection of the best route |’

Railway steamship Royal George.
In the party, which crowded into
the steerage were about twenty wo-
men and a few children. One who
understood a little English said they
expected to join the colors and en-
gage in the war with Turkey, and
drom other sources it was learned
that most of them belonged to the
military reserves, and so were
trained in military matters. Their
cabins presented a very warlike as-
pect, for guns and rifles of every
description and calibre were taken
home with them.

FIRST WIFE IS FORGIVING.

Will Take Husband Back After He
Serves Term for Bigamy.

A despatch from Montreal says:
Charles Mann, the ex-detective,
who pleaded guilty to a charge of
bigamy, will eat his Christmas din-
ger with his first wife, but in the
weantime will have the opportu-
aity of developing an appetite for
the occasion by breaking stones with
8 little hammer. He appeared for
sentence hefore Judge Choquette
on Wednesday, and on  his first
wife's offcring to take him- back
was sentenced to thirty-five days in
jail.

ENGINEER A FUGITIVE.
Responsibility for Fatal = Wreek
Placed on His Shoulders.

A despatch from Medicine Hat,
Alberta, says: A coroner’s jury has
rendered a verdict in respect to ‘the
Radcliffe wreck, in which Fireman
Bisliop and Bravesmen Begin were
killed last week. The finding places
the blame on Engineer Carr fov
running into the yard at high speed.
Casir bas jumped the country.

thur Augustus William Harry Pon-
sonby, the member from Stirling
Burghs, referring to the Anglo-Ger-
man irritation, asserted that the
countries were on the Very verge
of war in September. The British
North Seca fleet was cleared for ac-
tion, and had torpedo nets out, ex-
pecting an attack from German
torpedo boats.  William Pollard
Ryles, of North Salford, quoted the
Kaiser as saying recently: “I am
the only friend that England has in
Germany.*’

i )
BANK (LERK SENTENCED.

Two Years for A, R. Running,
tobbed the Royal Bank.

A despatch  from Port Arthur
saye: A. R. Running, ex-bank clerk
of Fort William, who pleaded guilty
to robbing the Royal Bank of $5,-
839 on October 23, was sentenced to
two years in Stony Mountain Peni-
tentiary by Judge O’Leary, on Wed-
nesday, who, at the samo time,
made some caustic comments about
the character of the Central Pri-
son, Torento, as a place to send
youths fur whom there was hope of
reform.

Who

PO e

POOR PULP FIELD.
\merica HMas No Timber
Worth Importing.

South

A despatch from New York says:
South American forests will never
yield pulp timber worth importing
to the United States for paper
‘m:nmf.n‘lurc, according to Louis
Chable, representative of the In-
| ternational Paper Company. who
{arrived home Thursday. Mr. Chable
fs:xi«l he had made an inspection of
‘a” the
{the southern continent, and found

lnu pulp timber fit for paper making.

important forest lands on!

position in the British House of
Commons on Thursday.

GENERAL.

Earthquake shocks caused dam-
age to several German towns.

Premier Yuan Shi Kai has assum-
ed the reins of office at Pekin.

France and Spain will now
negotiate to determine the status
of Spain in Morocco.

A reign of terror prevails
Nanking where the Manchu Viceroy
is still slaying all Chinese found
without queues.

—_—
THE PERRIN ESTATE.

Mrs. Perrin of Lindsay Looking
After Big English Fortune.

A despatch from Brantford says:
Josiah Armitage, acting for his sis-
ter, Mrs. J. J. Perrin of Lindsay,
is here looking up members of the
Perrin family, the members of
which, according to a recent de-
spatch from San Jose, Cal., are
heirs to four and a half millions,
which have accumulated in Eng-
land in the past two hundred years.
Mrs. Perrin is the wife of the late
John James Perrin, said to have
been a cousin of Drs. Charles and
Thomas Perrin, who are direct
heirs to the ‘estate. Prior to the
announcement made from Califor-
| nia she had sent a lawyer to Eng-

| land to inquire into the fortune.
Mrs. Perrin says that direct trace
of her family is available back as
| far as 1777,

——— e

“SOMETHING HAPPENED.”

Young German Fell From Airship
and Was Killed.

A despatch from Berlin says :

| Aviator ~Pietschker fell 100 feet

while flying at the Johannisthal avi-

ation grounds on Wednesday . and

| was killed. He was a ncphew of

Privy Councillor Siemens. Pietsch- |

ker was flying at a height of 100

feet, when something happened to|

his motor and the machine fell to

the ground. The airman’s neck wa$

broken.

SOLD AEROPLANES TO ITALY.

France Accused of Having Violated
Neutrality Proclamation,

A despatch from Paris says: The
sale and delivery of five French
| aeroplanes to the Italian War Office
|'has raised a question in the minds
{of diplomats and others as to whe-
ther this action is not a violation
of the text of the French neutrality
proclamation. It would not be sur-
prising if Turkey should enter a
protest.

L]

RARE RELICS STOLEN.
Church in Belgium Plundered of
$200,000 Worth of Enamels.

A despatch from Brussels gays:
The Church of Ste. Macle, at Stave-
| lot, ‘in the Province of Liege, has
been plindered of brass wares and
enamels of the value of '$200,000.
There is no clue to the robbers.

Cee S e

Chas. Arnoldi will be Montreal's

new city tronz-per

at |

to $2.30 per hushel.
Honcy~Extracted. in tins, 11 to 12 per
Ib. Combs, $2.50 to $2.75,
Baled hay—No, 1 at 816 to $16.50, on
track, and inferior at $12 to $14.
! Baled straw—$7, on track, Toronto.
Potatoes—Car lots, in bags, $1.10 to $1..
15, and out of store, $1.30 to $1.35.
Poultry—Wholesale prices of dressed
poum’y:—Chickcns. 12 to 13¢ per 1b.;
hens, 10 to 12¢; ducks, 12 to 140; geese, 11
to 12c; turkeys, 16 to 180, Live poultry,

DOMISION FIRE INSURANCE,

Report of Supverintendent ‘Shows How Bus-
iness Is Increasing, ‘

¥

A despatch from Ottawa says:
The annual] report of the superin-
tendent of insurance on companies
other than life shows that during
the year 1910 the business of fire in-
surance in (

by sixty companies, Of these twen-
ty-five were Canadian, nineteen
British-and sixteen American. Cash
received for premiums during the
year in O-.an:xda amounted to $18,-

for losses 'W&S, $10,-
greater than that
$1,645,567. = The

the amount paid
292,393, which is
paid in 1909 by

gross amount of polleles, new and
renewed, taken during the year by
fire insurance companies was 81,-
817,055,685, which is greater by
$237,079,818 than the amount taken
!' The premiums charged

mounted in 1910 to $34,-
684,296.40, being $2,390,663.16 great-
er than the amount charged the
previous year. The rate of ‘premi-.
ums (1.358) is somewhat lower than
that of 1909 (1.431). -The loss rate
(54.96) is 4.24 -per cent. greater
than the loss rate of the previous
year (50.72), and 8.67 per cent® less
| than the average loss rate (63.63) for
the past twenty-five years.

able at better prioes even than usual, $2
to 83 per owt. Btockers and feeders werc
traded freely at very good prices. Bhcop
and lambs wore steady to firm at 3 to
$3.95 and $5.10 to $5.85 respectively. Tho
Hog Market was firm at 86.70 £.0.b.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY

INTERNATIONAL LESSON,
NoOY. 26.

Lesson IX.—Nehemiah's Prayer,
Neh. 1. Golden Text,
James 5. 186,

Verse 1. The words—The margin
has “‘history,” a rendering that of
course alters the sense considerably,
As a matter of fact, the book does
not consist, entirely of the words of
Nehemiah, there Iv)eiug a break of
several chapters (7. 73 to 12, 31) in
which the

about 20 lower than the above,

BUTTER, EGGS, CHEESE,

Butter—Dairy, choice, in wrappers, 25 to
27c; store lots, 22 to 24c, and inferior,
tubs, 17 to 18c. Creamery quoted at 29
to 30¢ for rolls, 27 to 28¢ for solids, per
1b. i

Eggs—Strictly new-laid 34 to 36¢c, and
fresh at 25 to 2c per dozen, in case lots.
“ Cheese—Large 15140, and twins at 151-20
per lb.

HOG PRODUCTS.

Bacon, long clear, 12 to 121-2¢ per lb.,
in case lots. Pork, short cut, $22.50; do.,
mess, $19.50 to $20. Hams, medium to
light, 16 to 16 1-2¢c; do., heavy, 14 to 14 1-2¢;
rolls, 1034 to 1ic; breakfast bacon, 16 to
17¢; backs, 19 to 20c.

Lard—Tierces, 11 1-2¢; tubs, 11 3-4¢; paill
12¢.

BUSINESS AT MONTREAL.

Montreal, Nov. 21.—OQOats — Canadian
Western, No. 2, 4712 to 48c; Canadian
Western, No. 3, 47 to 47 1-2¢; extra No. 1
[ feed, 4612 to 47c; No. 2 local white, 46 to
461-2¢c; No. 3 local white, 451-2 to 46¢c; No.
4 local white, 45 to 451-2. Barley—Mani.
toba feed, 82; malting, $1.00 to $1.01,
| Buckwheat—No. 2, 65c. Flour—Manitoba
fSpring wheat patents, firsts, $5.60; sgec-
jonds. $5.10; strong bakers’, $4.90; Winter
I,pateuts. choice, $4.75 to $5; straight rol-

'larg, $4.25 to $4.40; straight rollers, bags,,

$1.95 to $2.05. Rolled oats—Barrels, $5.25;
do., bags, 90 1bs., $2.50. Bran—8§23; shorts,
!525; middlings, $27 to 828; mouillie, $27 to
| 834. Hay—No. 2, per ton, car lots, §13 to
$14. Cheese—Finest Westerns, 1414 to
145-8¢c; finest Easterns, 14 to 14 3-8¢c. But-
ter—Choicest creamery, 271.4 to 271-2¢;
seconds, 26 to 27c. Eggs—Fresh, 40; select-
ed, 28c; No. 1 stock, 241-2¢. Potatoes—Per
bag, car lots, $1.05.

UNITED STATES MARKETS.

Minneapolis, Nov. 21.—Cloge -- Wheat—
December, $1.0418 to $1.05; May, $1.085-8
to $1.083-4; Jﬁly. $1.097-8; No. 1 hard, $1.-
061-8; No. 1 Northern, $1.051-8 to $1055-8;
i No. 2 Northern, $1.025-8 to $1.0358; No. 3
wheat, 9812 to $1.01. No. 3 yellow corn,
75c. No. 3 white oats, 451-2 to 46 T-2¢.
Bran, $22 to $22.50. Flour—First patents,
$5.10 to $5.40; sccond patents, $4.70 to $5;
first clears, $3.60 to $3.95; second clears,
$2.50 to $2.90.

Buffalo, Nov. 21.—Spring wheat—No. 1
Northern, carloads store, $1.091-2; Winter,
No. 2 red, 9c; No. 3 red, 96c; No. 2 white,
99¢. Corn—No. 3 yellow, 73¢, on track,
’throurzh billed. Oats—-No. 2 white, 52¢; No.

511-2¢; No. 4 white, 501-2c. Bar-

3 white,
| $1.15 to $1.25.

‘ ley—Malting,

LIVE STOCK MARKETS,

Montreal, Nov. 21.—The demand for
calves was good. Butchers' cattle, choico,
| $6.50; do.,
mon, $4 to
| butchers' cattle,
50; butchers’ cattle, medium, *3 to 83.50;
butchers’ cattle, bulls, $4 to $4.25; milk-
ers, choice, each, 875; do., lommoin and
medium, each, $50 to $60; springers, $3) to
| $40. Sheep—Ewes, $3.
83 to '83.25; lambs, $5.25.
| to. 86.50. Calves, $3 to $10.
’ Toronto, -Nov. 21.—Individual
| butcher cattle fetched 8590 and 86 per
; ewt,, but the prevailing quotations on
| good, butcher cattle were 85.40 to §$5.75,
Jwich common and medium cattle from
| 83.50 to 3.
$5.121-2 for good fat ones, and $2.75 to $4
er grades. Export bulls were steady
5 to $5.25. Canners were very sale-

$5; canners, $1.75 to $2.50;

Hogs,

choice

Cows were strong at 8450 to

f.o.v., 36’

75 |of Ezra and the

other sources besides the personal
memoirs of Nehemiah.
tory of Nehemiah’’ might mean ei-
ther a historical book by him or a
{record of his deeds. Whichever
|reading is preferred it doubtless
should be regarded as an editorial
heading.

Bon of Hacaliah—This is simply a
designation, differentiating this Ne-

!hemiah from others of the same
name (Ezra 2. 2, Neh. 3. 16). We
know nothing of the father, and can
only make conjectures as to his
tribe. Some have thought Nehemiah
belonged to Levi, others, to Judah.
The more important fact about him
is, that being an exile, occupying a
place of prominence in a foreign
court, he should still have enter-
tained his own people.

Now—The abrupt manner in which
the book begips is an evidence of its
close connection with the story
which precedes. The month Chis-
lev. was the ninth in the Jewish
candar, and corresponded nearly to
our December. It was in the
twentieth year of Artaxerxes Longi-
manus, .or B. C. 445. It was in the
seventh year of the same reign that
Ezra was given permission to re-
turn,

SBhushan—See Word Studies for
November 5. Since the days of
Cyrus, it had been the principal ca-
pital of the Persian empire, and was
used by the kings as their winter
| residence. The word palace here,

owever, signifies more than a royal
,abode. It was a special designation
given to Shushan, and refers to its

eing a stronghold as well as a city

of kings. The remains of the anci.
ent city, near the modern town of
Dizful, eighty miles east of the Tig-
ris, are said to be of astonishing
magnitude.

2. Hanani—Nehemial v
of him as ““my brother,’’ meaning
something more than a mere follow
| countryman. The phrase, one of my
| brethren, makes it seem unlikely
[thnt he. was own brother to Neho-
{miah; but he may have been a cou-
I 'sin or other near relative,

He and certain men out of Judal
—The language implies that they
came cxpressly for the purpose of
seeking, and obtaining if possible
the aid of their influential country-
man. Nehemiah questions them,

{first, as to the welfare of the Jews
who were in their own land and had
survived the captivity ; and, second.-
ly, concerning Jerusalem. His eag-
erness for some scrap of.news is
parent in his not waiting to hear
their story before putting his ques-
tions.

3. And they said—Their reply, like
his question, is twofold, and relates

2 speaks

ap-

{for particular
medium, $5.75 to $6; do., com.|t0 the remmnant, and the wall apg|for particular and

gates of the city. Within the city

» e s were in : ] ) the k
choice cows, 8£.25 ¢ 5. | the people were in a sad plight, and |

from without they are subjected to
the reproach of their enemies. The
walls have been broken down at vul.
nerable points so as to admit some

bucks aud cu'ts, | £ and deprive the city of its means : Jerusalem,

of resistance,

4. 1 sat down and wept Compare
| Esth. 4. 3. His sudden disinay in
[dicates his complete surprise. . He
{must have known of the expedition
attempt to rebuild
[the wall, also of the edict of Ap-
taxerxes prohibiting further work in
that direction. But it was an un-
expected blow to hear of Jerusalem
fenceless and dishonored.

defence

writer has drawn from lidea of God borrowed from

Before the God - of heaven—The
interest of this title for the Deity
is in its frequent occurrence, nof
alone in the writings of Nehemiah
but also in the Persian inscriptions,
and in the edicts of Cyrus, Darius,
and Artaxerxes. While it can hard-
ly be shown that it is of Persian ori-
gin it almost certainly originated
with the Jews under Persian rule.
It is a title of universal soverignty,
and indicates that the wider experi-
ences of the Jews tended to enlarge
their conception of God, so that he
is no longer to them a divinity
whose sway is limited by the boun-
daries of Palestine.

5-11. Nehemiah’s prayer, Com-
pars with the prayer of Daniel
(Dan. 9. 4-19), ‘and = that of Ezra
|(Ezra 9. 6-15). The prayer may be
‘analyzed as follows: (1) address
[(2) humble invocation; (3) confes-
|sion of sins; (4) appeal to the di-
vine promises; (5) closing supplica- ™
tion for immediate help. ; 5
: 5. Great and terribre £ D

g

21. In times of calamity the im-

“The his- | man heart is visited with s sense of

the might and terror of Jehovah.
| These awe-awakening attributes,
’howe\'er, are blended with hope-in-
spiring thoughts of God’s mercy and
faithfulness. He will surely keep
his convenient and loving-kindness
with those who keep his command-
|ments. The sentence is also derived
from Deuteronomy. With God the
keeping of the covenant oonsists in
his continuing to show mercy. This
imercy is vouchsafed only to those
who return to their allegiance in
the spirit of obedience and love.

6. Thine ear . . . attentive, and
thine eyes open—This is somewhat
in the temper of the courtier, but it
is full of earnestness. This is ovi-
dent in the plea that the prayer is
offered day and night. The faith
pnd hupbleness of heart of such re-
iterat; supplications cannot be
overlooked.

I confess the sins . . . we have
sinned—He identifies himself with
his own erring people. In its con-
sciousness of sin the entire race of
men is one. That is one notable
thing about the confession. Another
is the kind of national consoienoe
manifest in the expression, I and
my father’s house. Neither the in-
dividual nor the family can escape
responsibility. Nothing is said
about the enemies at home. The
real foes of Nehemiah’s people have
been their failure to keep the com-
mandments, and statutes, and or-
dinances (7). So their sin has been
a violation of the Law. But pr{-
marily it consisted in their deal-
ing corruptly against Jehovah him-
self (7). Nehemiah is thinking, not
so much of recent events, as of the
whole course of Israel’s history.

9. Yet will I gather them — The_
gracious promise of restoration, as
well as the threat of dispersion, is
found in various places in the Pen-
tateuch. The only condition is that
the penitent return, and that he
keep the commandments as a prac-
tical evidence of his sincerity. The
whole transaction is national, the
sinnipg, the suffering, the return-
ing, the merciful restoration. The
place chosen by Jehovah is Jerusa-
em.

10. Thy people, whom thou hast
redeemed—Their claim to the fulfill-
ment of promise, therefore, rests
upon no insecure foundation. They
are not aliens, but direct descend-
ants of his own chosen ones, whom
he had snatched out of the hands of
the Egyptians.

11. Prosper . . . thy servant this
day—His final entreaty is not only
[for an answer to the general peti-
[tions of himself and the people, but
| immediate help
as he ventures into the presence of

ing ‘with an unusual request.
e had reason tv dread the inter-
f\'ivw with Artaxerxes, inasmuch as
it was because of an act of this every

i l{cn

I was cupbearer— This was a po
sition of gyeat nfluence and respon
,\f}:f'fl‘.. It gave the servant on

into the ki

| T
{monarch that such evil had be

| trance
] | Yo .
jed privacy.
o pour some of 1
f;»'lf;n of his hand rin!
{fore handing it to ihe king
kanu':, life was in reality
I
t

e W
and

wiands. and it was hece v for him

v be of good character.




