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WESTERN CATTLE TRADE
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from Calgary to Winnipeg, 
aa many shipments originate beyond 
fini-named point, it may be readily 

seen what this mans, even when the 
ran is a good one. Some shippers onload 
at Moose Jaw, 440 miles west of Winnipeg, 
but others claim it is alike more humane 
and more profitable to run through, 
as tke enttiw, being still wild, excited 
and unaccustomed to handling, not only 
refuse both feed and water, but suffer 
much more if the unloading and reloading 
than >hey do when left in the cars. 
On arrival at Winnipeg, they are always 
unloaded, fed and watered, being, by this 
time hungry, thirsty and fairly quiet 
from exhaustion. After being rested, 
they are inspected, culled and reloaded, 
the next stop being, as a rule, at White 
River, 678 miles further east. There 
they are again fed and watered and 
after another stage of 755 miles, arrive 
at Montrai. Here for most of them the 
land journey ends, although when navi
gation is closed at that point, it extends 
to Portland, Boston or St. John, .New 
Brunswick, as the case may be; very rarely 
to Halifax. At Montreal, however, all 
are unloaded, fed, watered, rated and 
carefully inspected by the veterinary 
officers of this department, whether they 
are to be shipped by water from there 
or from some other port. If the latter, 
they are on arrival, rested and again 
inspected before going on board the stain-

"While the facilities for loading attle 
on the ship at St. John are excellent, those 
at Montrai are not of the best, and this 
necessitates more and somewhat rougher 
handling than would otherwise be the 
case. Even on the ships there is much

through drink or other cause*, in making 
things go in Canada, or sometimes simply 
men looking for a cheap passage, decent 
enough perhaps, but with no knowledge 
of cattle, and in many canes quite un
accustomed to the sa. Such men are 
frequently incapacitated for duty through 
seasickness,and, in other cases, simply 
refuse to work, with the rault that any 
who may be capable and industrious 
are overwrought and the attle suffer 
accordingly, lu rough weather especi
ally, the feeding and watering are apt 
to he irregular and insufficient.

ever, and therefore to tke country, 
it is Ike very reverse, and tke odd fa tore 
of it all is that if conditions were so amend
ed aa to make it profitable for them, tke 
others mentioned above would gain, 
rather than lose, by the 'bange.

AR IT SHOULD BE 
"No wild, gras*-finished attle should 

be shipped for export. In • country 
like western Canada which, one yar 
with another, is full of all kinds of mater
ial for winter-feeding, there is no excuse 
tor the sending forward, for immediate
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1.11.641
1997 ’

East from Winnipeg. Jan.-June, 1,497
East from Winnipeg. July-Due.. 50.06t
For local use. Jan -June.............. 14,997
For local use. July-Dee., ......... 99.954

100.969
1909

East from W innipeg. Jan.-June, 18.591 
East from W innipeg. July Da. *6.591
For loeal use, Jan.-June, ........ 99,949
For loal use, July-Dec.,...........  41,999

f 170,098
"The above table* show the percentage 

of dry fed cattle arriving at Winnipeg for 
tke past three yam tp have been as

1906T;. : . 16.87 per cent.
1907 ................. 81.99 w
1908 ................. 49.97 -

"The shipments via Winnipeg in no 
sense include all tke attle produced in 
the three prairie provinces. To tkeee 
must be added the targe quantity of beef 
consumed in the loaf markets, in addi
tion to that shipped to British Colombia 
and the Yukon. It appare safe to infer 
thet tke percentage of winter fed attle 
that have gone to Wleniw as shown 
by the above tables, indiaUs fairly 
accurately the relative proportion of 

r*sSaaii mm see* •

Is it e matter for wonder that after 
e journey of 5,000 miles, made under 
such conditions, our grass-fed range 
steers arrive in British lairages gaunt 
and shrunken, looking more like stockem 
than bee va, that our Scotch friends

export, animals which, owing to their 
lack of domestiation and the nature 
of their food, aeeot. under ordinary 
circumstances, reach their destination 
on the British market without s woeful


