
What Farmers Ask

»

Fall or Spring Plowing?
Q.—I would like to know vour opin

ion on plowing this fall. Our land is 
very dry. Do you consider it harms 
the land to plow it when it is so dry ? 
If‘we put the land in good shape this 
fall, plow it and use the sub-soiler and 
drag it in good shape and get moisture 
this winter or before the crop is sown 
in the spring, do you consider the land 
is in better shape than it would be to 
plow it in the spring?

Nokomis, Sask. —G.S.
A.—From experience in Manitoba 

and from results of experiments in re
gard to stubble treatment at the Indian 
Head station, it is believed that better 

1 results are obtained where the stubble 
is fall plowed and packed withxg sub
surface packer immediately after the 
plow' and then harrowed. This seems 

■ to open up the soil sufficiently to allow 
it to receive all the moisture that may 
fall in the form of fall and spring rains 
and also the thawing of the snow in 
spring. The subsoil packer firms this 
down so that the air is not allowed to 
circulate too freely and pick up the 
moisture from the subsoil. The harrow
ing of the surface forms a mulch and 
prevents evaporation. Then, of course, 
there is always the advantage that the 
land is practically ready for sowing in 
the spring, and in this manner the crop 
can be put in much earlier.

Information Concerning Grain Crops

Q.—Will you kindly send to the 
writer any pamphlets which you might 
have that would give information as to 
the raising of wheat and oats; also as 
to summer fallowing and the relative 
merits of spring and fall plowing.

Saskatoon, Sask. —W.R.
A.—Write for the following bulletins 

to the Publications Branch, Department 
of Agriculture,"Ottawa, “Preparing the 
Land for Grain Crops,” “Results of 
our Field Husbandry and Cereal Tests,” 
and the last printed report. Til the lat
ter bulletin if you will look up the 
report of the Indian Head station on 
cereals and field husbandry you will find 
what has been learned in regard to 
these crops and the different methods 
of cultivation at Indian Head.

In brief, Mr. Harrison, the superin 
tendent, states that in this district it 
has been found that the Marquis wheat 
gives best results. It. is from a week 
to ten days earlier than Red Fife and 
yields higher both on summerfallow and 
stubble land. This is sown a bushel and 
a half per acre, the seed being first 
treated with formalin by sprinkling 
With a solution of one pound of forma
lin to 35 gallons of water. The seed 
should be sown as soon as possible in 
the spring.

The Banner Oats are proving to be 
one of the best that have been tried. 
They will give best results on summer- 
fallow, but will give a paying crop on 
stubble land if it is spring plowed. They 
should be sown about two bushels per 
acre, and it is advisable to treat them 
with formabn the same as wheat. The 
seeding should be done not too early in 
the spring, as they are rather suscep
tible to frost.

It has been found Chat if successful 
crops are to be grown in this district 
it is necessary to summer-fallow every 
third year, thus storing up three years’ 
moisture for two years’ crop. Consid
ering the labor necessary, the amount 
of'Tnoisture stored and the weeds con
trolled, the following method of sum
mer-fallowing is proving to be -most 
satisfactory: Disc the land in the fall 
as early as possible after harvest. Next 
season plow the land early in June at 
least 6 inches deep, pack and harrow 
at once and cultivate then as necessary 
to keep down the weeds and form a 
mulch.

In stubble treatment, fall plowing, if 
it is done at the right time and well 
cultivated afterwards, will possibly give 
as good a yield as other preparations. 
The plowing should lie done _gs early in 
the fall as possible and followed irri 
mediately after with a packer, and har
row. Where this cannot be done the 
land should be spring plowed or the

stubble burned off, disced and seeded. 
Land treated in this way can be sown 
to wheat. If oats are to be sown, bet
ter results will he obtained on spring 
plowing.

Winter Wheat and Rye
Wish you would advise us what sue 

cess* or failure has been had in Saskat
chewan raising winter wheat and rye. 
If a success, would be glad to have full 
particulars of how arid when to do it 
for best results.

Iowa, U.S.A. INQUIRER.
Winter wheat has never proved suffi

ciently hardy for any district in Sas
katchewan. On the station farm we al
ways sow a small plot, but this invari
ably kills out badly during the winter 
and early spring, and it is well sheltered 
by 'Windbreaks and hedges, so that on 
the average farm it would prove even 
more disappointing.

Winter rye, on the other hand, is 
proving well adapted to our conditions. 
It has been grown at this station for 
a number of years and has given good 
average yields each season. Last year 
the yield was about 37 bushels and 40 
pounds per acre. Best results are ob
tained by sowing the seed on land 
which- has been summerfallowed until 
about the first week in September when 
the rve should be sown. The seed 
should be sown with an ordinary grain 
drill, yiutting on about from a bushel to 
a bushel and a half per acre. It will 
not require any further attention then 
until it is ripe, which will usually be 
some time between July 20 and August 
I. when it can be handled similar to 
any other grain crop. Due to the fact 
that it is harvested so early it can lie 
used to good advantage in combatting 
wild oats. If the field is well worked 
as summerfallow until the first week in 
September the oats will be kept in con
trol for that season and oats coming up 
after that in the fall will be killed off 
by the frost. The next season oats that 
start will be cut with the rye before 
they arc perfectly matured, and in thin 
way we really get two years in which 
we are combatting this pest. It should 
never be sown on a field that is badly 
infested with stink weed or any of the 
winter annuals, as it encourages their 
growth.

Pepper Grass
This weed received is commonly 

known as pepper grass. It is an annual 
or winter annual. Where it acts as a 
winter annual it will do considerable 
damage to the crop by crowding out 
the plants. Good fall or early spring 
cultivation will kijl these plants and 
little trfiulilk wilV'then be experienced 
with them. This cultivation should be 
given them with a disc, plow, or duck- 
foot cultivator. The pepper grass is 
becoming quite prevalent in the West., 
especially in districts where timothy 
seed is sown.' The need of this weed is 
very similar in size and color to the 
hulled timothy seed, and consequently 
is often found as an impurity in this 
seed.

To Eradicate Poverty Weed
Q.— Would you kindly inform me of 

the best method to get rid of “Poverty 
weed”? Tin- prairie contained same 
before it was broken and since then 
the weed seems to thrive better the 
more cultivation it gets. Hummer-fal 
lowing plowed deep in May is growing 
up with it anywhere it was before it 
was turned down, in spite of good cul
tivation.

Wiseton, Mask. —8.A.
A.—The only method of successfully 

combatting this weed is bv a thorough 
system of summer-fallowing. Follow 
closely the following outline: Plow the 
land six inches deep in May or the early 
part of June, and cultivate with a duck- 
foot cultivator from time to time to 
keep the land perfectly black. If this 
system is followed, all the weeds will 
be killed out.

The ideal infantry for Flanders just 
now—for mobility, endurance and im
munity—would lie one recruited from 
clamtners and sewer-diggers.

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S

FUR and FUR-LINED 
COATS

OF EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY^

Sent on Approval
LADIES’ ASTRAKAN COATS

Shawl and notch storm collars; 
extra roomy, lined with guaran
teed satin; 36 to 42 Inches long; 
small siz.es only. #65 value for

$16.50
^ LADIES' LINED COATS

Irlynorted broadcloth shells, lined 
vvjiu Hamster fur and trimmed 

^ with Russian otter and Western 
\ sable, or satin Interlined with 
) chamois with Persian lamb collars. 

#55 values for

$22.75
LADIES’ MINK MARMOT COATS
Made from finest Russian full fur
red skins, large storm collar and 
cuffs; 52 Inches long; an ideal 
garment for driving. Small slz.es 
only. Regular #125 values for

$57.50
MEN'S MUSKRAT LINED COATS
Shells are of heaver and broad
cloth, the linings are dark, full fur
red muskrat ski*s, and trimmed 
with line otter. collars In shawl 
and notch styles. #125 values for

$62.50

LADIES’ MUSKRAT COAT
Natural Canadian muskrat coat 
from selected spring skins; 42 to 
52 Inches long, and has high storm 
dollar. Slz.es up to 36 only. Regu

lar #125 for
$49.50

MEN’S RACCOON COATS'
50 to 54 Inches long, shawl and 
notch collars; lined with quilted 
farmer’s satin. #75 values for

$37.50
CHAMOIS LINED COATS

Men’s extra line coats with tailor- 
made shells of finest English mel
ton, finest quality Persian lamb 
collars. Best grade satin and 
chamois lining. Regular values 

up to $100 for
$47.50

CONEY SEAL COAT
Made In three-quarter length with 
loose fitting backs and large, 
roomy sleeves. Very modem and 
attractive garments. Regular 

#125 values for
1.00$75.

You have the same opportunity as those who come Into our store to 
buy these highest grade furs. Examine them when they arrive, If you 
like them pay your express agent; If not, return them at our expense. 

But order today—such values will not last long.

Fairweathers
TORONTO

297 Portage Avenue 
WINNIPEG MONTREAL

People’s Banks
' A RECORD OF ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL SUCCESS

By HENRY W. WOLFF
Mr. Wolff is acknowledged to be the leading authority on co-operation 
in Europe. He haa written a number of volume» on the subject end 
haa assisted in many ways in placing co-opsrativs credit upon • sound 
basis. He has personally investigated the co-operative credit systems 
of the various European countries and describee them fully in bis boob. 
The famous Schulze-Delitzech banks and the Raffeisen co-operative banks 
of Germany, which have been so much dismssad in Canada, are fully 
explained as well as the co-operative credit systems of Austria, Hungary, 
Italy, Belgium, Switzerland. France and India. By a study of this book 
it will be seen how the farmers of these countries were ssvpd from the 
money leaders and high rates of interest and are now able to borrow mqpey 
on long terms at from, 3J% to 4J%. Anyone interested In improving 
credit conditions in Western Canada should study this book. Printed is* 
large, clear type and bound in red cloth covers. Postpaid 12.00.

fsBook Dept., The Grain Growers’ Guide, Winnipeg


