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A Call to Arms
TW fotiewteg iagfffrtaf ffddrgw »m dffRtered by Mr. W. J. TrrgiBea of ( algsry. tbr redrte* vkw-pm*d«rt of Ibe Vehed 

iomere of Alberts os tbe aptataf day of (be annual reewewUee held el Rdowetoe os J as nary IS. 17 and It.
Mr. TreflBsa was afterward* eleeted PreoMeai of tbe IÎ.F.A.

Mr Chairman. laSn ead OntltoMi—
la niémeleg m el this, aer aaoool 

••a• «anon. | will eodeaver to ha brief, 
bel there are a few thought», Nf|«i«l 
h* the i-evi year *e work ead eawwB|wea, 
Inal I should It he le pot before roe. 
with the hope Ihal they may he ef la 
1er eel ead the hope they Ofy he ' 
fel Three ef a* «he are la the habit 
ef attendis* three roaveaUeaa c «eider 
I heat ef laeetlaiahle relee, ead H la 
en# «regteg le eee eerh geaeral lalereet 
ead eeeh a large a ad representative 
galheriag I eiaeerefy I reel Ihal Ihie roe 
rvaline will prove aa hvtpfel ead la 
vlgeraltag aa aay ef Iheee held 
peer lonely, ead I* eaeare the ear» — 
ef Ihla galheriag It la aereaeary le 
aarefally review the peel ead le be 
equally rarefal la laylag ear plane for 
the fat are

Last year we had In report the greet 
eat organ I ted effort of the fermera ihal 
the world hae ever known, that never 
to he- for got ten trip to Ottawa, ead 
although we have no eeeh eetetaadiag 
feeler* to retail Ihla year, yet there are 
•aay matter* of real pregtaaa which 
are meet aatiafartory and » are* ragtag 
to Iheee of aa who have the later vote 
ef thle aeeorlalloa el heart.

Then* who attended the rnervation 
held la thle hall two year* ago raaaot 
hat be forribly Imnreooed with the ad 
vaare thle aeeeriaUoa has made daring 
the Interval, and thle will appear la 
the variées reporta which will be pre 
sealed to thle enervation The notice 
able adraaremeat of ear aaeoelatiea ie 
a meet earoaraging feater* Oar mom 
her* have meiytdied, oar sapor Ivor* hae 
grows, oar iaAoeor* ha* spread, oar 
adoration has developed, oar power 
has tremeadoasly laereaeed, and, boat 
of all, oar faith ie étranger than over 
Today the organised farmer* of the 
Prhirio Provisoes are the moot potent 
forte la the way of reform, Bad the 
st re egret ageaey working for tree 
democracy in the whole Dominion, 
and are everting a powerful lafleeare 
throughout the ririlirvd world. Oar 
central office hae done inestimable work, 
which has been very far reaching la 
lie character of helpfuleeae and edora­
tion.

Direct Legislation
With regard to the important que* 

tioe of Direct Legislation, special at 
teatloa has been given to this, and 
mock good work accomplished. Litera­
ture has been available for all desiring 
It. The qaostion of Direct Legislation 
has lmen brought, by our central office, 
forcibly before our legislators, many of 
whom admitted they had given the 
matter bo previous attention, but have 
promised to study it and deal with it 
on its merits when it come* before the 
House. Whether any definite step is 
taken during this evasion of the legiala 
tore or not, the time cannot be long de 
layed—provided we are faithful in our 
work—when the province of Alberta 
will have a statute on her books In­
corporating this form of government 
into Its constitution. When we consider 
the success of this form of government 
in flwitrerlaad, where it ha* been more 
or leas la operation for three quarter* 
of a century, and in many of the Ameri­
can states, where it has been more 
recently introduced, we must do all in 
our power to hasten its establishment.

mien we realise the wonderful re­
forms possible through Direct Legisla­
tion and ran, ia matter* of national and 
human importance, give up party feel­
ing ead develop a truly Albertan feel 
lag, and, through Direct Legislation, 
have the power of ezpreaaing our feel­
ing*, we shall be surprised how quickly 
Alberta will own Its government, its 
public utilities, such as railways, ex­
presses, telegraphs, Insurances, etc., and 
also Its natural resources.

The Single Tax
Tbe wonderful progress toward the 

adoption of Single Tax in Alberta is a

gyoel satisfaction, ead me* sac os rag 
lag, sad Alberts a* take a | ardsasbT* 
prid* la the feel ihal Ihoir province Is 
la the load. Whoa oar coesilleitea 
taoladen Direct Legislation and direct 
laaelkm, meat of lie evils from which 
we are now suffering will he fee ad aaly 
le htelery, sad if history rials* fasts, 
wash ef the credit of the hollered roe 
dittoes will be give* to the orgaalra 
Ilea haowa as the “ Called farmer* of 
AlbertaV We bave accomplished merh. 
but we have fell** short of whal w* 
had hoped to allais I weald Hhe, la

w. #. mniurs
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aa few words as possible, to show oar 
present position and the immensity of 
the work tkat lias before as.

We ere living ia aa age of marvelous 
development. Astonishing changes are 
taking place; some of as here can re­
member the time when most of the grain 
crepe were cut with the cradle and 
booed by need, when much of the hay 
was eat with the scythe and gathered 
with the hand rake, and the general 
mode of life throughout the farm 
corresponded. How different are coé­
dition» today, bat, notwithstanding the 
progress we have made, we are only 
just oa the eve of aa era of development 
more wonderful than anything that hes 
hitherto astounded the world in other 
departments of investigation and en 
deevor; an era In which experience, 
learning and Invention will transmute 
into wealth the renaît* of the labor 
that is bestowed upon the land, as nsvsr 
before.

Production and Distribution 
Whet advantage, however, will accrue 

to the farmer if preseat economic eon

dltleea eeetlnnef ll Is roughly anti 
mated that ef the egrleeMeral wealth 
produced oaly sheet thirty five per real 
•ads its way bash ta tb* producer, while 
distribution claims name silly five per 
•ewt, • rendition totally anfatr both ta 
the producer ead tbe r «earner, a ad 1 
vestere la state that even If every 
farmer la Alberta worn ta adopt all tbe 
■o4ara methods of farm practice that 
have proved Ie be samarfel. ead were 
thereby .«shied ta doable the eat pel 
of tbeir farm*, w* farmers, oo the 
overage, woe Id have aa mere to shew 
for it at tho ead ef «eh year then w# 
naw have. This raaaot be allowed: 
Mmsthiag mast be doe» I» It not 
deplorable that la this t#«tl*th •« 
tary w* permit on reel *e* ta be la this 
economic and political bondage f .

To thiak tkat we, wke till tke soil ead 
hriag lata existaac* that wkivk did set 
previously wist, sad w whom ell other 
forma of. hemes loduetrv dspeed, that 
»•> who comprise sixty five per rent of 
the papulation and eh«ld be dominant, 
allow ourselves to be bosad by tho* 
who are really dep«dmt « «I To 
•how what I mean, let ms expiais ta 
the Ualtad Stales there ar* ninety mil 
Hoa people aed eighty thr« million of 
the* are dependent « the shill and 
Industry of the other seres million, who 
•re agriralturiet* 1 raaaot give the 
exact proportion in I'aaada, bat out of 
the eight millios population about seven 
and a quarter million are dependent on 
the labor of the other thr* quarter mil­
itas, who form the agricnftaral com 
menlty.

Notwithstanding the fart that we arc 
indispensable, we are hardly allowed to 
live, for w# are taxed at every tarn, 
almost everything we eat, wear or a* 
i* taxed by tbe people who have In 
dared the legislators to make robbery 
legal.

Economic and Political Bondage
In Canada there are about three 

thousand manufacturer* who levy toll 
« the «tire population—eight million. 
Last year we paid into the Dominion 
treasury sixty militas dollars, but Into 
the pockets of the protected interests 
we paid about two million dollars. 
Wbxl is this If not economic bondagef 
la this progressive century we, in the 
province of Alberta, are being governed 
by a form of government that has 
neither mandate nor «donation from 
its people. Such a condition is imp* 
sible to duplicate anywhere on this con 
tinnt. Whet is this if not political 
bondage f We can truly say with the 
prophet Isaiah, "Therefore my people 
are gone into captivity for lack of 
knowledge," and jost as in tbe case of 
Isaiah ’» people, the few with kaowledge 
took the many—who lacked knowledge 
—into captivity, so have tbe few— 
shoot three thousand manufacturer*— 
who know what they are about, taken 
the many—who have hitherto lacked 
knowledge—into economic bondage and

U.F.A. Officer., 1912
The officers and directors of tbe Vnited Farmers of Alberta elected at the 

Edmonton convention Jan. lfi-1* were a* follow*:

Honorary Prenident for Life 
JAMES BOWER. RED DEER

President
W. J. TREG1LLU9, CALGARY

Vice-Presidents
First, A Cochrane. Stettler; second. D W. Warner. Edmonton; third, 

M. E. Sly, Strathmore; fourth, J. Quinary, Noble

District Directors •
Victoria, P 8. Afistin. Rsnfurly (re-elected): Edmonton, George Bevinrton, 

Spruce Grove; Strsthcona, J. R. Pointer, Strome (re-elected); Red Deer, E. Cars­
well, Penhold (re-eWcted); Calgary. H. Sorenson, Strathmore; MacLeod, G. W. 
Buchanan. Cowley (re-elected); Medicine Hat, W\ 8. Henry

•«ring bonds that .• riteald barvt ..d 
ebaiaa that we should brrah ead bo 
froa, and this ••• „ely be accomplished 
by removing the can* ef *, bondage 
tank of knowledge Kaowledge Ie power,
•**!» if*!’ sad freedom
while lack of knowledge Ignorance 
'* *r~*>n~* dark as*, dependence end 

We are all governed by —■bondage 
or tbe ether; raaaot be
brought Into bondage beeaew they reed 
etwdy, think aed «serve, while other* 
cannot ho kept out of bondage bora*, 
they prefer ignorance

Organisation and Co operation
Oar oaly menas of e«abetting the 

«mata and organised capital 
whlek eaaet Irihele from prod active 
labor witkont « mark « "by yni 
tonva," to by orgaairattaa sad co opéra 
tton. Agriralture. aaorgaalred. unco 
operative, meet inevitably become the 
comm* prey of orgnaised fore* 
Prom the* roweqweeree there eaa be 
no escape The I «racket one of suces* to 
orgusiratiM. When n# producer* are 
thoroughly organised, there to nothing 
oa thle earth that eaa come between a* 
and complete emancipation Let w, 
therefore, make a more determined 
effort daring this year for aa «tira aed 
exhaastiv# organisation of the whole 
province, aed « be randy for the fight 
which most of aeesMtty be fought 
before we eaa claim «r freedom. The 
■ eaeeial Internet* have « long «joyed 
preterites—afforded by «r tariff well» 
—behind which they have b#« «shied 
to form combiner and mergers, enabling 
them to advance the prie* of prar 
t(rally everything the farmers and labor 
leg cInane» use. that we cannot export 
them Ie give up without a straggle, 
sad, I repeat, organisât tea is the only 
wee pee with wbieh we can fight com 
blastioa. We are prepared, of coerw. 
as soon ns we begin more active opera 
tiens, to be told that we are working 
for class legislation, and party politi­
cians will leave no stone unturned to 
prevent otrr progress, but that need not 
trouble oa for we know our* is no elaaa 
movement. Our» to • great world move 
meat which will make a nobler civilisa 
tion and a' bigber type of manhood. 
We are la the midst of a greet civic, 
a great national a wakening; a silent 
revelation la la program throughout the 
whole civilised world.

A Orest Awakening
In every reentry we find convention 

alitiea, distrust of innovations, privi­
lege and raaction ranged against ad 
vnneiag and progressive democracy. 
This great awakening which to stirring 
the continent from ocean to ocean, will 
lone its force and usefulness unless we 
establish some platform repremetieg 
the progressive spirit around which to 
rally. Never in tbe history of Canada 
was there greater need for true states­
men than at tbe present time. We need 
and must have, aa statesmen, men who 
will not make the fatal mistake of 
forgetting that eventually tbe people 
must and will rule, men who must recog 
nice that agriculture, the fundamental 
industry, must not be neglected.

The United State* department of 
agriculture at Washington spends an 
nually fifteen million douars to find out 
the secrets of nature xnd impart them 
to the farmers for the benefit of agric I- 
tnre. What i« our department or agri 
culture spending on us T Not very 
much, but quite as much as we can 
expect considering the repree«t»tion 
we have in tbe Houses of Pnrliam«t.

A Comparison
Gentlemen, I have listened to debates 

in two provincial Parliaments, also at 
two provincial conventions of organised 
farmers, and I do not hesitate in saying 
that for grasp of subject, clearness or 
understanding and ability of expression, 
the farmers' conventions were decidedly

v
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