Mr. Ohairman, Ladieos and Gentlemen

In sddressing you at this, our ansual
convention, | will endeaver to be Lrief
but there are & few thoughts, suggested
by the past year s work and experigpoes,
that | should like to put before you
with the hope that they may be of »
terest and the hope they may bhe hey,
ful Those of un who are in the habit
of attending these conventions consider
them of inestimable valoe, and M »
encouraging to see such genera!l interest
and such a large. and represestative
gathering. | sincerely trust that this con
vention will prove as helpful and in
vigorating an any of those held
previously, and 1o emsure the succomm
of this gathering it s necessary to
earefully review the past and to be
squally eareful in laying our plans for
the future

Last yoar we had to report the great
ot organized offort of the farmoars that
the world has ever known, that never
to-heforgotten trip to Ottawa, and
although we have no such outstanding
feature to reeall this year, yot there are
many matiers of real progress which
are most satisfactory and emcouraging
to those of us who have the interests
of this association at heart

Those whoe attended the convention
beld in this ball two years ago cannot
but be foreibly impressed with the ad
vance this association bas made during
the interval, and this will appear in
the various reports which will be pre
sented to this convention. The notice
able advancement of our association is
& most encouraging feature. Our mem
bers have mulyluliﬁd, our experience has
grown, our influence has spread, our
edueation has developed, our power
has tremendously incressed, and, best
of all, our faith is stronger than ever
Today the organized farmers of the
Prairie Provinees are the most potent
foree in the way of reform, and the
strongest agency working for true
democracy in the whole Dominion,
and are exerting a powerful influence
throughout the ecivilized world. Owur
ecentral office has done inestimable work,
which bhas been very far reaching in
its eharacter of helpfulness and eduea
tion.

Direct Legisiation

With regard to the important ques
tion of Direet Legislation, special at
tention has been given to this, and
much good work accomplished. Litera
ture has been available for all desiring
it. The question of Direct Legislation
has been brought, by our central office,
foreibly before our legislators, many of
whom admitted they had given the
matter no previous attention, but have
promised to study it and deal with it
on its merits when it comes before the
House, Whether any definite step is
taken during this session of the legisla
ture or not, the time cannot be long de
layed-—provided we are faithful in our
work-—-when the province of Alberta
will have a statute on her books in
corporating this form of government
into its constitution. When we consider
the success of this form of government
in Bwitzerland, where it has been more
or less in operation for three-quarters
of a century, and in many of the Ameri
can states, where it has been more
recently introduced, we must do all in
our power to hasten its establishment.

en we realize the wonderful re
forms possible through Direct Legisla-
tion and can, in matters of national and
human importance, give up party feel
ing and develop a truly Albertan feel
ing, and, through Direet Legislation,
have the power of expressing our feel-
ings, we shall be surprised how quickly

s will own its government, its
public utilities, such as railways, ex-
presses, ulantn, insurances, ete., and
also its natural resources.

The Bingle Tax

The wonderful progress toward the
adoption of Bingle Tax in Alberta is a

THE GRAIN GROWERS GUIDE

A Call to Arms

The following inspiring address was delivered by Mr. W. J. Tregillus of Calgary, the retiring vice-president of the United
Farmers of Alberta on the opening day of the annual convention held at Edmonton on January 16, 17 and 18,
Mr. Tregillus was afterwards elected President of the UF.A.

great satinfaction, and molt encoursyg
ing, and Albertans take a pardonable
pride in the faet that their provinee s
n the lend When our comstitution
inclades Direet Legislation and direct
taxation, mont of lgo evile from whieh
we are now suffering will be found only
in history, and if history statee facts

weh of the eredit of the bettered con

litions will be given to the organins
tion knowsn as the United Parmers of
Alherta We bave e omplisk ed much,

but we have fallen short of what we

had hoped to attain. | would like, in

W. J. TREGILLUS
The New President of the U.F.A

as few words as possible, to show our
present position and the immensity of
the work that lies before us

We are living in an age of marvelous
development Astonishing changes are
taking place; some of us here can re
member the time when most of the grain
crops were cut with the eradle and
bound by sand, when mueh of the hay
was cut with the seythe and gathered
with the hand rake, and the general
mode of life throughout the farm
corresponded. How different are con
ditions today, but, notwithstanding the
progress we have made, we are only
just on the eve of an era of development
more wonderful than anything that has
hitherto astounded the world in other
departments of investigation and en
deavor; an era in which experience,
learning and invention will transmute
into wealth the results of the labor
that is bestowed upon the land, as never
‘wfnn‘
Production and Distribution

What advantage, however, will acerue
to the farmer if present ecomomic con

litions continue! It s roughly esti
mated that of the agricuitaral wealt)
produced only about thirty five per cont
fnds its way back to the producer, while

distribution sims some sizty five per

cent., & condition totally unfair both i«
the producer and the asumer. and |
venture 1 state that even If every
farmer in Alberta were to adopt all the

modern methods of farm practice that
have proved to be successful, and were

there! enabled to double the output
f their farms, we farmers. o8 the
average, would have o more 1o show

for it at the end of ench year than we
now have This cantot be allowed
tomething must be done Is 1 not
deplorable that in this tWentieth ces
tury we permit ourselves to be in this
cconomiec and politieal bondage? -

To think that we, who till the soil and
bring into existence that whieh 4id not
previously exist, and on whom all other
forms of. human industry depend, that
we, who comprise sixty -five per cent. of
the population and should be dominant
allow ocurselvy®e to be bound by those
who are really errond.r.{ on ws! T
show what | mean. let me Otrll:n In
the United States there are ninety mil
lion people and eighty three million of
these are dependent on the skill and
industry of the other seven miulion. who
are agriculturists. | cannot give the
exaet proportion in Canada, but out of
the eight million '-nyulgh--n about seven
and a quarter million are dependent on
the labor of the other three quarter mil
lion, who form the agricultural com
munity

Notwithstanding the fact that we are
indispensable, we are hardly allowed to
live, for we are taxed at every turn
almost evervthing we eat, wear or use
is taxed by the people who have In
duced the legisiators to make robbery

legal
Economic and Political Bondage

In Canada there are about three
thousand manufacturers who levy toll
on the entire population—eight million
Last vear we paid into the Dominion
treasury sixty million dollars, but into
the poekets of the protected interests
we pard about two million dollars
What is this if not economic bondage?
In this progressive century we, in the
province of Alberta, are being governed
by a form of government that has
neither mandate nor endorsation from
its people. Buch a condition is impos
sible to duplicate anywhere on this con
tinent. What is this if not political
bondage? We can truly say with the
prophet Isaiah, ‘‘Therefore my people
are gone into eaptivity for lack of
knowledge,’” and just as in the case of
Isaiah 's people, the few with knowledge
took the many-—who lacked knowledge

into ecaptivity, so have the few
about three thousand manufacturers
who know what they are about, taken
the manv-—who have hitherto lacked
knowledge —into economiec bondage and

U.F.A. Officers, 1912

The officers and directors of the United Farmers of Alberta elected at the
Edmonton convention Jan. 16-18 were as follows

Honorary President for Life
JAMES BOWER, RED DEER

President
W. J. TREGILLUS, CALGARY

Vice-Presidents
First, A Cochrane, Stettler; second, D. W. Warner, Edmonton; third,
M. E. Sly, Strathmore; fourth, J. Quinsey, Noble

District Directors
Victoria, P. S. Atstin, Ranfurly (re-elected); Edmonton, George Bevington,
Spruce Grove; Strathcona, J. R. Pointer, Strome (re-elected); Red Deer, E. Cars-
well, Penhold (re-elgcted); Calgary, H. Sorenson, Strathmore; MacLeod, G. W.
Buchanan, Cowley (re-elected); Medicine Hat, W. 8. Henry

January 24, 1912
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Organization and Co operation
Our only means f combatting ¢
combines, trusts and orgamized capita
which exaet tribute from productive

labor without as muech as by
leave, is hy organization and pera
tion Agriculture, unorganized. un
operative, must inevitably become the
common prey of organized forees
From these fonsequencens there can be
no escape. The touchstone of success is

organization When we producers are
thoroughly organized, there is nothing
n this earth that can come between us
and complete emancipation Let us
therefore, make a more determined
effort during this year for an entire and
exhaustive organization of the whole
province, and s0 be ready for the fight
which must of necessity be fought
hefore we can elaim our freedom The
financial interests have so long enjoved
protection—afforded by our tariff walls

behind which they have been enabled
to form combines and mergers, enabling
them to advance the prices of prae
tieally everything the farmers and labor
ing classes use, that we cannot expect
them to give up without a struggle
and, I repeat, organization is the only
weapon with which we ean fight com
bination We are ,-ru‘l-.\rwl, of course
a8 soon s we begin more active opera
tions, to be told that we are working
for class legislation, and party politi

cians will leave no stone unturned %«
prevent our progress, but that need not
trouble us for we know ours is no class

movement. Ours is a great world move
ment whiceh will make a nobler civiliza
tion and a’ higher type of manhood
We are in the midst of a great civie,
a great national awakening; a silent
revolution is in progress throughout the
whole civilized world

A Great Awakening

In every country we find convention
alities, distrust of innovations, privi
lege and reaction ranged against ad
vancing and progresmive demoecracy
This great awakening whieh is stirring
the continent from ocean to oeean, will
lose its force and usefulness unless we
establish some platform representing
the progressive spirit around which to
rally. Never in the history of Canada
was there greater need for true states
men than at the present time. We need
and must have, as statesmen, men who
will not make the fatal mistake of
forgetting that eventually the people
must and will rule, men who must recog
nize that agriculture, the fundamental
industry, must not be neglected

The United States department of
agriculture at Washington spends an
nually fifteen million douars to find out
the secrets of nature and impart them
to the farmers for the benefit of agrie |
ture. What is our department of agri
culture spending on us? Not very
mucl, but quite as much as we ean
expect considering the representation
we have in the Houses of Parliament.

A Comparison

Gentlemen, I have listened to debates
in two provineial Parliaments, also at
two provineial conventions of organized
farmers, and I do not hesitate in saying
that for grasp of subject, clearness of
understanding and ability of expression,
the farmers ' conventions were decidedly

.
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