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“the writings and sayings of Wesley ;

* chapels either becoming distinct churches

- Prepared for such a step as that.
Wesley told his people that when they

Avavust 10th, 1876.]

timt they could not possibly meet with
guch & response as his Lordship would
dedire. He has made the mistake of

viewing modern Methodism through |

and it cannot be denied that there are
gome points in which nothing can be |
more unlike. He expresses his convic- '
tion that the Rev. John Wesley intend-

od that Methodism should be a religious

gotiety within the Chureh of England,

and thet he had endeavored to organize

a-society in such & manner, particularly

by the deed of Feb. 28th, 1784, that it

might stimulate and invigorate the

Church. He also refers to the fact

that; it was enacted in the 11th Article

that no one should be appointed to any

Méthodist chapel for more than three

years successively, except ordained min-

isters of the Church of England; and

in that clause alone the word ‘‘minis-

tet” occurs. Wesley always required

his followers to attend the parish

churches for the Holy Communion;

and the Bishop therefore urges that, as

ledtned Presbyterians (as Robert Leigh-

ton and Simon Patrick) sought Episco-

pal ordination, so Wesleyan preachers

should do the same.

- His Lordship, therefore, asked: 1. If
members of the Conference should take
English orders, would they be severed
from the Wesleyan connexion ? 2. If
our bishops and clergy accepted invita-
$ions to preach and perform service in
Wesleyan chapels, and if the bishops
were willing to license the chapels for
such services, would such overtures be
€enco d, and would the congregations
of such bodies be allowed to remat in:
connexion with the Wesleyan body ?
8. Would the Conference be willing
that, in the case of such chapels as
zixht be licensed for preaching, prayer,

raise, only, the congregations
shonld be éxHorted to resort to their re-
spective parish churches, as John Wes-
ley enjoined them to do, for receiving
the Holy Communion ?  If these ques-
tions were answered in the affirmative,
the Bishop believes that the Church of
Epgl&nd would be willing to encourage
friendly relations with the Conference,
vhile Wesleyan preachers might co-
operate in the formation of an order of
Preachers in the Church, the Wesleyan

or chapels of ease. :

. Taking into consideration the temper
hitherto manifested by the parties Bp.
WW@Bworth has addressed, we cannot
Imagine anything much mere chimerical
than this, It is simply asking: the
Wesleyan connexion to geoomo absorbed
in the Church ; and whatever may be
their duty in the matter, either to the
Head of the Church, or to the wish of
their founder, they are cartainlanl;):

0

left the Church of ngland, God would

leave them. Adam Clark, the celebrat-

ed bibliographer, wrote :—I was born,
80 t0 speak, in the Church ; baptized in
ede' Church ; brought up in it ; confirm-
Do > 1t by that most apostolic man,

. Bagot, Bishop of Bristol ; have all

with it ; conscientiously believed all its
floct,riuc’rs, and have spoken and written
in defence of it.  Being bred in its
bosom, I carly drank in its salutary
doctrines and spirit.”  Multitudes of
the sayings of John and Charles Wes-
ley and Adam Clark of a precisely
similar character may be collected
together and scattered over the earth
time after time, till Domesday, without
the slightest effect whatever. Those
whom the bishop addresses, very evi-
dently, do not feel themselves bound,
like the Rechabites, to earry out John
Wesley's particular injunctions; and
all the appeals in the world made to his
writings will never bring his professed
followers into what they believe would
be a retrograde course. They cling to
the name, which they venerate as that
of the founder of their system; but
modern Methodism has drifted very
far from Wesleyanism, pure and simple,
a8 its principles might be gathered from
Wesley's 'onrnals*is Treatise on Bap-
tism, his Preservative against unsettled
notions, and his notes on the New Tes-
tament. Why the Bishop should wish
to encumber them (as they would think
it) with Holy Orders, when they desire
no such thing, we cannot imagine ; and
he may rest assured that no appeal
to them will meet with a favourable re-
ception which does not recognize their
entire independence, their unquestioned
authority, and their perfect equality
with anybody and everybody else. Of
course, the Churchman, with his prayer-
book in his hand, can never do this.

The Watchman newspaper (semi-of-
ficial), E »saysdhat shey have no
wish to unite with the Church; and
asks, if the Superintendent of the Lin-
coln circuit were alig)iﬁted to a London
parish, would he be governed by the
Bishop or the district meeting ? ‘‘ The
Conference could not liberate him from
his duties 88 & Methodist Superintend-
ent, because he had accepted other duties
in addition.” And the Bishop of Lin-
coln is informed that, if he desires to
preach in a Methodist chapel, he must
submif to the same examinations in
doctrine and discipline as Methodist

reachers are now subject to, and if
found to hold sound views according to
‘the Methodist standard, he would be
permitted to preach in Methodist chapels,
otherwise not! We may fancy how
the shade of Wesley would be horrified
to meet with so total a departure from
his own mdst cherished - sentiments !
His Lordship’s ideas of entire absorption,
scarcely seem, so far, to be appreciated ;
but surely, the Bishop's eyes will be
opened to the fact that- no boon will be
prized that he has to impart. .

We are not now discussing the

3
which removes the object we may have
st heart farther off than ever. As well
in England as in the Colonies, and all
the world over, the bishops and clergy
of our Church have quite enough to do
In promoting the spiritual welfare. of
their people, in training up their youth,
and in gathering in the. practical heath-
ens everywhere to be found, without
wasting their time and energies in these
impracticable schemes. There is, more-
over, a rather widely-spread feeling
abroad that, when we have grasped the
olive branch of peace ourselves, it will
then be soon enough to offer it for the
acceptance of our neighbors. ' The way
to make the advantages of our Church
prized and coveted by others, is to pro-
mote her peace and prosperity to the
utmost extent of our means and oppor-
tunities.

PLAIN LECTURES ON THE
PRAYER-BOOK.

BY DIAKONOS.

Lecrure No. 10.—The Creed Continu-
ed.—In our last lecture we considered
“The Creed of Christendom” as to the
expression of Belief, and the necessity
therefor in God as our Father. 1st,
By creation and preservation. Second-
ly, By adoption’into the ecovenant of grace
—+the church universal—the Christian
fellowship instituted by our Lord Jesus
Ohrist. Thirdly, By -redemption—as
brethren in Christ Jesus.

Thus sumsup Bishop Pearson, *“When
I say, ‘I believe in God as maker of
heaven and earth,’ I believe and am
fulldy persuadéd, ‘that both ' heaven
and earth, and' all thi contained
therein, have not their of them-
selves, but were made in the :
so that, before all things beside, there
was at first nothing but God, who pro-
duced most part of ‘the world out of
nothing, and the rest‘out of that which
was formerly made otit of nothing—that
everything of things visible ‘and" irvis-
ible to us, was' 'madé or not made—+that,
that one being who wasnot ‘made, but
was self-existent, was God. ' That every-
thing ‘was made by the most ‘free and
voluntaryaet of thie will of God, of which
we may allege’ ‘no Teason; ‘nay, ‘or ‘can
assign no motive, ' but His ‘goodnes
that this work was performed’by His
will at that time which pleased Him.
ledge God r'of the

:
i
.
i

heaven, the souls of men, the
forces of the earth, as magnetism,
l . .w’ g QI l. k ” ' ] m
visible, as-earth mdwmri fire and

men and beasts,” trees and plants’
herbs. TMMMAM&
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abstract merits of the question. We
see no benefit in doing that at present;
and, therefore, we aré only endeavoring
to indicate the real aspect of the case.
Our object in referring fo it, is to show
that these periodical overtures, whth
are somewhat spasmodically made, in
the way the Bishop of Lincoln has done,
are simply so much waste of time, and
have a tendency to occasion an unneces-

or and presetver, is the Father
Lord Jesus Chriet and this-
lntitudlt:. 1 believof B God
Almi Maker of hea
am?;;gl ?mu QH:&*,}HE%*‘
Lord.” . : i
We believe that He whose namse
Jesus is also Christ by office.
Christ tells us, (and He is the anthor
‘and finisher of our Faith) “Ye believe in

it -1
, ;,g T
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wy life held uninterrapted communion

sary oxhibition of unpleasant foeling,




