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BOTE AND èüMMENT.

Say to the new minister and his 
wife, not, “ How do you like 
Smithville ,y” but, “I hope you will 
like Smithville.” It may make it 
much less embarrassing for them to 
reply. — Western Advocate.

The preacher, who takes up half of 
the time allotted to a love feast, in the 
introductory exercises, and then 
counsels the brethren to be very brief 
in their talks to make the meeting in­
teresting, is blind of one eye.—Hol­
st uu Methodist.

There^are two ways in which money 
especially touches the Christian char­
acter, and subjects it to 3 severe test. 
One is, the way in which we give 
money ; the other, the way in which 
we bear its loss. Hard as the former 
is, the latter is yet harder. — New 
York Examiner.

A Boston correspondent of the 
Examiner says of the old time hos­
pitality of the Baptists of that city at 
denominational anniversaries : “The 
country ministers and dgacons no 
longer enjoy the large hospitality of 
city homes ; and matrons and maid- 
enseiio longer serve God and mammon 
by doing their half year’s shopping be­
tween meetings.”

Dr. Cuyler thinks that the dead 
line with the minister is reached 
when he begins to doubt the message 
his Master gave him to preach, or 
when he discards old and well tried 
truths for new inventions, or when he 
grows too lazy to study, to pray, and 
to work for souls, or when—worst of 
all—he drops off from the ‘ inner life 
of Christ ’ and his heart hold on the 
everlasting God. —Religious Jfcr- 
ald.

We have not found in the Christian 
Register the explanation how it hap­
pens that the Boston Unitarian mer­
chant, Mr. I. W. Swett, who died the 
other day, left to Congregational 
benevolent societies three-fourths of 
his bequests of 8»50,000. It is be­
lieved that the American Board and 
th« American Home Missionary Socie­
ty » til each receive 8950,000. John 
Wesley en id : “ Our people die well.” 
— Iudejie ml nh

The English papers are now at a 
loss how to spell the name of the first 
oreat English reformer. It is printed 
“ Wieltf,” “ Wyelif,” “ Wyclift’e, ’ 
and perhaps in other ways. In the 
programme for the forthcoming cele­
bration, the name is spelled “ VVyclif” 
in one place and “ Wyclitie ’ in 
another. There seems to be no court 
of appeal in the matter, unless the 
name boyje by “Wycliffe Hall, in 
Oxford, should be regarded as author­
ity.

'l'lte Hartford Courant says : 
■ ■ Overcertitication’ and ‘rehypotheca­
tion’ are pretty long words. One 
means lying and the other means 
stealing. When we are told that the 
recent troubles in business in New 
York- are attributable to these long 
standing causes, wo are really told 
that lying and stealing are at the 
b.ti,.in of the ditliuulty.” There is 
often a gain to the cause of truth by 
speaking of a man plainly as a “thief, 
instead of calling him by the smoother 
title of “defaulter.”

The Southern Churchman says : 
“We need not forget that last years 
drink bill in England was 8600,000,- 
0<)0 and that of this country (the 
United States) 8000,000,000. Very 
dillicult to get such amounts in one’s 
mind. It takes two weeks to count 
one million ; only to count the 
dollars spent every year in liquor in 
these two countries would take a man 
more than fifty years. Are we doing 
our part, are we doing any part,^ to­
wards reducing this evil? Worth 
thinking about. ”

Ttio Central Presbyterian wants us to 
tell it how men come to their wicked 
nature, how it is that they cmne into 
the world with what it calls the 
nature of a devil.” Wre regret to find 
our contemporary at odds witl^ our 
Lord as to the nature of little children. 
All we can say is that, so far as they 
are born with a tendency to sin, and 
which certainly developes into sinful 
acts, we judge this tendency or nature 
com. s by inheritance. It is the same 
law as produces a pointer dog. Na­
ture and revelation and common sense 
teach that. —1 ndipendent.

Sir Bichard Cartwright struck the 
nail on the head when he said, “ the 
“ average politician on either side is 
“ just about as honest as the constit- 
“ iiency that sends him to Parliament 
“ requires him to be.” Canadians, 
man f .r man, are as honest as other 
p(o;,le. But they have an idea which 
is far from being a good one, that 
while it is wrong for man to rob a 
1 e -roost, there is no crime in a band 
of politicians robbing the public treas­
ury. W'hat we want in Canada is to 
have our honesty and our public- 
spiritedness made better acquainted 
with each other. — Tor. Globe.

The Church RtaUvs recently asserted 
j the aim of the English Ritualist party 

in these bold terms :—“ The thing 
which English Catholics have in hand 
at present, and are likely to have in 
hand, as their principal work, for at 
least one generation to come, is the 

| restoration of the altar, the re establish■ 
vient of the mass in its seat of honor, 

i as the sun and centre of Christian 
worship."

The poorest girls in the world are 
those who have never been taught to 
work. There are thousands of them. 
Rich parents have petted them ; they 
have been taught to despise labor and 
depend upon others for a living, and 
are perfectly helpless. If misfortune 

1 comes upon their friends, as it often- 
does, their case is hopeless. The 
most forlorn and miserable women 
upon the earth belong to this class. 
It belongs to parents to protect their 
daughters from this deplorable con­
dition.—Home Gazette.

I Some kinds of prohibition are 
never seriously objected to, except 
by a few interested parties. Here 
are two samples : The Legislature 
of New York has prohibited, under 
penally of a heavy tine, the manu­
facture or sale of sham butter. It 
seems that an imitation of butter can 
be made so that many may be deceiv­
ed by it, and the farmers demand that 
its manufacture shall be suppressed. 
The Legislature readily grants the 
farmers’ demand , and nobody
grumbles except the fellows who 

! want to make the sham butter, and 
perhaps a few of their immediate 

i friends.—Intelligencer.
In a recent discussion before the 

Unitarian Club oh “ Extempore 
Preaching," the Rev. Brooke Herelnrd 

i uttered some truths on the evils of 
extempore listening. “ Did it ever 

: occur to you,” he asked, “that listen­
ing, in order to be worth much, needs 
preparing for as much as speaking, 
and that there are a great many per­
sons who listen extempore who never 
think upon the great topics upon 
which they . expect the preacher to 
speak up to the last moment of enter- 

1 ing the church ?” Is it not a fact that 
the majority of church goers are in 
this day more disposed to say to the 
ministers, “Take heed how you 
preach,” than to obey the injunction 

I of the Master, “Take heed how
hen -Christian Aile.

THE CLASS MEETING.
We believe the class-meeting has a 

i firm psychological basis. It is not 
merely a fortunate contrivance or in­
vention. In this institution the Holy 
Ghost has sanctified an important 
principlevor susceptibility of our spir­
itual being to the advancement of 
God s kingdom. This accounts for 
the wonderful success and value of the 
class-meeting. We speak of the law 
of sympathy, or our susceptibility t > 
share the emotions and experiences of 
one another. To illustrate : Not 
long ago, after preaching in a" church 
in the country, tile writer started 
home with a plaiii, simpleminded, 
aged brother, whose form was bent 
and his step tottering. He began 
talking about Ins trials and infirmities 
as old men are prone to do. Then he 
said, “ One thing has always afford­
ed me consolation, I thank God 1 can
sec my way clear ----- . Here his
voice faltered and his eyes filled with 
tears, and the sentence was never 
finished. These few words uttered in 
deep feeling, with the suddenness of 

an electric illock, sent a thrill through 
my own heart. Had they been spok­
en in a crowd, and in the same way» 

i the effect upon all hearts might have 
been precisely the same.

We are so constituted as to need 
just such means of grace as the class- 
meeting affords. They that fear the 
Lord must speak often one to another. 
The overflowing of feeling and the 
simple recitals of experience which 
characterize the class-meeting and the 
love feast, have had wonderful ii lin­
en ce in preserving and extending 
Methodism. There is no eloquence 
like that of telling experiences. Souls 
are quickened and encouraged, and 
sometimes sinners are convicted and 
converted by listening to the experi­
ences of God s people when all other 
means have proved unavailing- Many 
of our old people, and some high in 
official position, even bishops, advo­
cate class-meetings because they have 
so often had personal experience of 
their importance and vnlue. — In 
Nashville Advocate.

N. S. CONFERENCE.

At the opening of the N. S. Con­
ference, the Rev. W. H. Heartz, the 
retiring President, said :

“ Fathers and Brethren, we 
meet in session to-day as an Annual 
Conference of the Methodist Church 
of Canada. My first duty is to ex­
press my gratitude to the good Lord 
who has cared for me during my 
official year, and permits me in the 
enjoyment of health and spiritual 
blessings to meet to day. “ Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and all that is 
within me, bless and praise his hoÿ 
name.” Gratefully, I also recognise 
the kindness of my brethren, who in 
unmistakable ways have given me 
their sympathy and co-operation. 
There is no class of men to whom 1 
owe so much as to Methodist ministers, 
and certainly the members of this 
Conference have laid me under a debt 
of obligation I can never hope to 
repay.

We have been admonished during 
the year by the departure from the 
Church militant to the Church trium­
phant of two of our aged ministers, 
and the early demise of Bro. Lamert 
Stevens, a young man of more than 
ordinary promise and pulpit ability. In 
the death of Dr. Richey we have suff­
ered the loss of une,eminent’y fitted to 
adorn any position in Church or 
State—a man who will be remembered 
as the biographer of William Black— 
one who it esteemed in Ontario as a 
prominent educationist in his time, 
but who will be particularly thought 
of in these Maritime Provinces as the 
devoted Christian gentleman, and the 
brilliant orator of our Church. It 
was a kind Providence which per­
mitted more than a score of his 
brethren, who were in Halifax at the 
time of his death, attending the 
Missionary Committee, to attend his 
funeral, and it is worthy of note that 
this honored servant spent the closing 
weeks of his life in Government 
House, from which he was interred. 
Tile last Sabbath ut the old year, I 
stood at the bedside of John S. Addy, 
aud though mysteriously to some he 
had been suddenly stricken down, and 
the tongue had ceased to articulate, the 
expressive countenance, and upturn­
ed look strongly expressed his trust in 
Jesus. The first Sabbath of this year 
that godly man was in the valley of 
death. When the silver cord was 
loosed and the golden bowl was 
broken, I reverently closed his eyes 
and felt that as a in ly man, a brave 
pioneer, a successful minister, a true 
friend and a devoted husband, his 
name could not be forgotton. Dr. 
Richey and Mr. Addy were aged 
ministers of a noble stamp. May 
their mantles fall upon us, their 
younger brethren and successors in 
this ministry.

I am glad, fathers and brethren, 
that this Conference meets to day m 
Halifax. This city is connected with 
important facts in the history of our 
Church. In the rear of the chutch 
where we are now convened, are 
buried the mortal remains of the 
Apostle of Methodism in this Prov­
ince—William Black. In this church 
a tablet to his memory is placed to 
the left of the pulpit. Just a hun­
dred years ago—in 1784—the memor­
able Christmas Conference was held 
in the city of Baltimore. William 
Black was present, and secured the 
appointment of Freeborn Garrets-n 
and James Cromwell to labor as 
missionaries in Nova Scotia. The 
most blessed and far-reaching results 
to our church flowed among the con­
sequences of this movement. The 
same gracious Providence raised up 
William Black for Nova Scotia that 
gave Hunt to Fiji, Shaw to South 
Africa, Case to Ontario, and Dr. 
Coke to missions generally.

In May, 1855, Dr. Beecham landed 
in Halifax. He met here the minis­
ters of the Nova Scotia West Dis 
trict ; subsequently at Amherst he 
consulted with the members of the 
Nova Scotia East and Prince Edward 
Island District ; and from Amherst

he went to St. John, whirs the Metho 
dist ministers of New Brunswick as­
sembled to meet him. On July 17th 
of that year the Conference of Eastern 
British America was organized in this 
city. If to-day you contrast Eastern 
Methodism with what it was at that 
time, or if you study our position as a 
denomination in this city or in Nova 
Scotia generally, you will mark in 
every direction the most pleasing evi 
deuces of substantial progress and 
growth since that Conference was 
organized.

With regard to the immediate past, 
permit me to state, fathers and 
brethren, that through your kindness 
I have been placed in a position dur­
ing the past year, in which 1 have, so 
to speak, had my hand on the pulses 
of the Methodist body in Nova 
Scotia, and I am pleased to report all 
the evidences of vigorous health and 
vitality. From Sydney in the east to 
Yarmouth in the west, from Liverpool 
on the Southern coast to Amherst on 
the border of a sister Conference, we 
have peace and prosperity. Our 
people are loyal—God has given suc­
cess to his ministers and everywhere 
Methodism is doing a good work for 
God and souls. If we consider the 
interests of our Church in the Domin­
ion, taking a broad and comprehensive 
view, it is exceedingly gratifying 
to be able to state that in the three 

i Conferences of the Methodist Church 
of Canada in the west, our brethren 
have been able to report an increase of 
between eight and nine thousand 
members as one of her results of the 
past year’s labors. And when these 
returns are studied in view of the 
fruts connected with the agitation 

' 1 rr-jwina out of discussions on the 
basis of union, and that further, so 
far at least as the Methodist Church 
of Canada is concerned, this union 
has been consummated without the 
loss of a single congregation—nay, 
without the loss of a church member 
or minister—we should undoubtedly 
rejoice in G id’s goodness and in the 
cohesive power of Methodism.

You will not expect those brethren 
to confess that they were mistaken, 
who thoughtfully and conscientiously 
expressed their objections not to 
union per sc, but to the basis which 
has been accepted. Nor will you an­
ticipate the organization of a party of 
anti-basis men. We are brethren. 
We have no party lines here. These 
brethren will emulate others in self- 
denying labors, aud in liberal giving, 
and will do their utmost m making the 
Methodist Chureh of the coming time 
a grand success.- There are those 
who did nut think that the old 
Methodist ship needed any repairs, 
hut now that she has been in dry 
dock, that a coat of paint has been 
put on her, and that you have changed 
tier name somewhat, -every man is 
ready to take his proper place, and 
implicitly to obey orders.

Of one tiling every man here may 
rest perfectly assured : the future 
under God is largely with ourselves. 
With doctrines based on the Book of 
God, with an earnest purpose to tread 
in the footsteps of the man who 
planted Methodism here with prayer 
aud self denying labors, we shall lie 
able in the future to rejoice as our 
fathers did in the past and say, “ The 
best of all is God is with us.’’

N. B. <[• P. E. I. CONFERENCE. ' of the The

1 feel convinced that every man l a 
given him of God much more than he 
has any idea of, and that he can h lp 
on the world’s work more than he 
knows of. What we want is the sin­
gle eye, that we may see what our 
work is, the humility to accept it, 
however lowly, the faith to do it for 
God,’’the perseverance to go till death. 
—Norman Murleod.

The 11th Annual Session of the N. 
B. & P. E.I. Conference was opened on 
June 18th in Centenary Church, St. 
John, by the Rev. S. T. Teed. Pro­
ceedings were opened by singing the 
hymn, “And are we yet alive,” etc. 
After reading of the Scriptures, Revs.
H. Daniel and J ohn Prince offered 
prayer. The roll of members was 
called, and sixty-one brethren answer­
ed to their names.

Rev. John Read was chosen Pre­
sident. Upon rising the President 
said, “I thank my brethren for this 
honor. Until last year I did not have 
the privilege of sitting upon this 
platform. Then I was Secretary. 
After coming forth from the fostering 
care of Dr. Pickard, I began my work 
up this noble river. As fishers fish 
down the stream so I came along 
until I found myself in this city by 
the sea, where the magnificent St. 
John debouches into this great Bay.
1 thank you, my brethren, for your 
kindness in trusting me for this posi­
tion in this important year, and 
know I shall have your full aid and 
sympathy.

Revs. R Wilson and Job Shenton, 
Secretary and Journal Secretary, 
made brief addresses.
Revs. G.W.Fisher and H. Baker a h. 

were appointed Assistant Secretaries, 
and Rev. B. Chappel, a. m., Assistant 
Journal Secretary. Rev. D. D. 
Moore, a. m., was chosen reporter for 
the Wesleyan. A letter from the Y. 
M. C. A. was read, containing kind 
greetings to the Conference, and 
offering the use of their rooms for the 
members. Revs. C. H. Paisley, A. 
M., and T. Marshall were elected 
letter written to the Conference 
Committees. The President, an­
nounced that the Rev. J. Bert io.had 
charge of the book room.

A letter was read at this stage from 
the Rev. Dr. Stewart, reporting his 
absence from the Conference on ac­
count of sickness. The letter writers 
were directed to communicate to Dr.

| Stewart the sympathy of the Confer­
ence.

The Nominating Committee sub­
mitted the following report which 
was accepted by Conference.

dominating Committee, Revs. IV. \\ . 
Lodge, John K King, I. N. Parker, 
L. S. Johnson, W. B. Thomas.

M'-moriols; Dr. Pickard, Clias. 
Comheii, C. W. Dutcher, H. P. 
Cowperth valte, It S. Crisp, \\ . J.
K 11 by.

Sabbath S bmil; W. W. Brewer, C. 
W. Hamilton, Thus. Hicks, G. W. 
Fisher, Aquil.i L teas, Geo.Steel.

Contingent Fund; the President, II. 
Daniel, W. W. Lodge, J. K. King,
I. N. Parker, L. S. Johnson, W. B. 
Thomas, J. Burwash, a. m. , and 
Messrs. John E. Irvine, W. W. Allan, 
Capt. Prichard, Allan McKendrick, 
Sami. Gardner, A. Miles, Jr., and 
A Gilmour.

Supernumerary Fund; Dr. Pickard, 
Douglas Chapman, S. T. Teed, E lwin 
Evans. U. P. Cowperthwaite; and 
W. E Dawson, J. Anslo w, And.

Anderson, Martin Trueman, John 
Veazey. j

Examiners of Theological Students. 
Revs. Dr. Pickard, R. Wilson.

A vote of thanks to Rev. S. T. 
Teed, retiring President, was moved 
by the Hev. Dr. Pope and seconded 
by the Rev. H. Daniel. Mr. Teed

latter fund, 
net receipts of 8964,19 had been 
disbursed as follows : —Expenses of 
Conference, District,and Halifax book 
bill 8159.63, and cases of special 
affliction, 8104.56.

Votes of thanks were passed to the 
retiring Secretary and Treasurer.

The Conference Missionary Meeting 
was held on Wednesday evening in 
the Centenary Church, the Rev. S. T. 
Teed, ex President of the Conference, 
in the chair. After the singing of 
hymn, “Un the Mountain top appear­
ing, ’ etc., Rev. J. S. Phinney offered 
prayer.*

After a few, well-chosen opening 
remarks, the chairman called upon 
Rev. Robert Duncan to read the 
report.

The following is a summary :
During the pa-t «brade the contributions 

of the N it. and P. K. I. Conference have 
amounted l > ÿ(!2,:ts;{ *>0. The amount re­
ceived Irom tiie General Missionary Fund 
during the same period toward the support 
ot the missions within the bounds of our 
own i oidcrenec has been >S1 ,tv.r>.2!l. shew­
ing a difference between the amount contri­
buted to the i -encrai Fund and the amount 
received therefrom, ot #22,441 89 It should 
be borne m mind, however, that the sum 
just stated, is that contributed hv our ( on- 
lerouee, does not m< lutlc the amount of in­
vestment passed over at the time of union 
from the 1 tome Mission Fund, nor the 
amounts since contributed in the form of 
legacies, some of which have lieen quite 
large, which amounts, forming, as they do, 
a part of the investments of the Missionary 
Society, serve to m ike up the income from 
)ear to year. (living ourselves credit for 
the whole of these amounts, however it 
must nevertheless lie matter of reg et to 
most thoughtful persons that so large a 
sum has to he taken from the purely foreign 
work aud expended on ground so long en­
joying spiritual cultivation as that which is 
included in many of the missions of our 
Goulereiiee. It is l>\ no means our «lesire 
that there should be any lessening of effort 
to supply the newer and more sparsely pop­
ulated portions of our country with the 
means of grace Patriotism, pi ilanturopy 
and religion alike demanded that the spir­
itual wants of the pioneers of civilization 
should he supplied, and also that the men 
who a«t as the pioneers of the Gospel, 
t«trough wuuse efforts, under the divins 
blessing, the wilderness sud the solitary 
places are made glad and the desert made 
to bloom aud blossom as tlie rose, should 
have their temporal necessities met There 
need not in onlcr to do this he anv curtail­
ment id tin' already painfully small stipends 
ol the men oil our Ilnur stir Missions. These 
salaries lot v, ,u s past have limi as inade­
quate to meet th wants of them-e ve- and 
their fan ii.es a- they have liven unworthy 
ot the I'huivli for wito-e wellan- th -e men 
have liven tali .ring. What we need in all 
our churches and eongregalions, is to rea- 
1 vl-c more fully our obligations to Him who 
ah hough In- w as rich, 'or our sukvs became 
|s>or ; anil that the older Home Missions 
r« solve, at tin- tvirlirst moment. to her one 
self-supportiug, enabling the Sia'iely to en­
ter the more distant fields, already white 
unto the harvest.

During the year the mi- -inn work of our 
church lias been prosecuted in the various 
fie.«Is with it n ni-takalile - i g 11 - ot the Mas­
ter’s pie-etii i , The im-rea-e for the year 
in Japan was only seventeen. In view ot 
this tiie ( liait man write- : ‘ The - mall
results have oia-a-io.ied a good deal of 
heart searching. I do 't it th if, there lias 
been auv lu h of I'eletily la pn a long the 
word. I nil- g tv it in I. o.eih',. is the 
liapti-u of tin- Holy .-pint upon ad our 
workers.

To the Indian mi- on- th 1 Hoard contin­
ues to p iv -v tu put h i v and gem" roils a' ten- 
t ion, uni nil inner it by -p -ri, ,at an. o' « liai 
may hr then inline dcsl.mi’i«ii a- a di-ti ict 
people, or i:' they are to p.i„ away a- n dies
( >rv'(■'<><•< ■ Hp v i II L :t III 1 o w 11 i i i" a id- now eul-
t iviitud h1V ‘ ' I Ilf -.11 pv nor ii in'," I , 'tiers re-
uui vt-il, > hiring t hr vfar, ii Mil HI - - i on tries
itibori u^f a’Go jilt lli f t! *'-rhlldrr u of the
toiv-t.” -1 i • * W till! ' l iriu r that p no 1, as
<liir;n/ a 11 tin* pa-1 a ot ' tie: i 1 inn'll, the

i:t- !mcii llf po.V. ■r of ' ■ id unto(iy.pel 1
1 to I'VtTV Of • ’ til l* h lie VI.:t It.

Tjie Dome-tie Mi-si ois. of the three 
Western Gonlru'i. es, a- well a- those of 
the Nova m .i ui aud Newfoundland Con­
ferences, have, III u large number 
of tin- stations, enjoyed seasons 
of relrcs'iing Iront the presence 
the l.ord Within t ne hounds of t tie N. B, 
aud F. Id I. I otili i. in- the Lord ha-, on 
tnau v fie ' ! -, in i dr hare In- anil and snatch­
ed not a f w i - m a ml- I roui the Iiiirumg.

The reci rp - of thr year air ns follow- : —
St. John Di- ' "'I,...........................f 1,210 87
Fredericton " ................................ 6»
Miraiiiirhi “    /'h (81
Sack ville “ .................................. 1
St. SU ph ri '*   d-'8 89
1*. h. Island “ .................................*.9.>2 14

$.’» COO 99
Last y ear the net uni tint was $ >,Z9 >.27, 

showing an increase this yewp ’(Ii $• 11 <2-

The every day cures and duties, 
which men call drudgery, are the 
weights and counterpoises of the clock 
of time, giving its pendulum a true 
vibration, and its hands a regular 
motion. —Longfellow.
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