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country, and to deprive Protestants of , hundred and twenty-seven families
One organ of this have returned ; and that the movement
paraded this | is still continuing is evident

religious liberty.
association has also

from

most diverse circumstances. The
country has been successively under
the rule of Pagans, Christians and

maintained a clergy, or rather a body
of preachers, who had no other ordina-
tion than was received by the appoint-

unity of doctrine and discipline—
secured by the acknowledgment of
one Supreme Head, can be found only
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AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE IN A
NEW GARB.

An anonymous correspondent of

We have no doubt that the Mail's
Windsor correspondent is well in-
formed as to the designs of the ** Sons
of America” in Ontario, as the threat
against Sir Oliver Mowat at the close
of his letter shows that he has himself
taken the “‘cast-iron oath' of which he
He says :

“1t may be interesting to Sir
Oliver Mowat to state that the same
society has a very large membership
througzhout Ontario, and one of their
obligations is that they shall oppose
any Government which issustained in
power by Catholic votes.”

speaks.

the jaundice of Francophobia. There
are some such persons in Canada, and
we have read especially in the columns
of one journal, the very irreconcilable
complaints against Quebec, 1st, that
there was an exodus from the Province
whereby that part of the Dominion
was being depopulated; and, secondly,
that the French-Canadians were thriv-
ing tosuch an extent that they were
likely, not only to keep possession of
Quebee, but that they were likely also
to establish a colony of their race in
Ontario, to the discomfiture of the

who constantly came to do reverence
to Almighty God at so sacred a spot
whereat the mystery of man's redemp-
tion was accomplished.

All these untoward circumstances
would not prevent the Christians who
onc2 knew the spot from holding it
in reverence and preserving it in
memory, which it was not difficult to
do, as it was marked by surroundings
which always made it recoznizable
with eas:. There is therefore most
valid reason for believing that it is
where tradition has always marked

from an Apostolic source. Of this the
Presbyterians are of fully
aware ; yet though they pride them
seles on having a ministry fully as
Apostolic as Anglicans, and even as
Catholics, it would appear from the
hints dropped during the discussion of
the matter at the Toronto meeting that
they would be not unwilling to admit
ministers  to an

course

Congregational
ecclesiastical equality with themselves
if other difficulties could be adjusted.
The conference which has taken place,
of course, would not bind the parties

The long talked of marriage between
the Princess Marie, daughter of the
Duke of Edinburgh, and Prince Ferdi
nand of Bulgaria, who is also heir to
the throne of Roumania, took place on
the 10th inst., at Sigmaringen, the
home of Prince Ferdinand, before his
acceptance of the Bulgarian princely
throne.  Prince Leopold of Sigmar
ingen, the father of Prince Ferdinand,
resides at this town, and he received
the Princess with great cordiality on
her arrival by railway from Coburg.
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Mowat, the Premier of Oatario, for an
assertion made by the latter at the
Board of Trade banquet recently held
in Toronto.

It is well known that the Premier
is an earnest Canadian and that some
months ago he dismissed an official |
holding a position under the Ontario |
(Giovernment, for publicly advocating
Canada to the

the annexation of
United States.

Mr. Elzin Myers, the official in|
question, continues to maintain the |
desirability of annexation, and there
are some few persons who sy he

‘
should have heen permitted to hold

without interference
however, has firmly

attitude to

his  apinion
The Premier,
maintained his hostile |
annexationist views, and no one was |
surprised that he should express his
oratification that at the recent muni- |
3 Mr. Solomon White, |
i

an :\11-.1'.-\:|ti4»'.|i<'.l

cipal election,
who is avowedly
and who is sometimes called upon to
maintain the anuexationist cause at |
public mectings through the country, 1[
was defeated in the contest for the
mayoralty of Windsor.

The Mail's correspondent, however, |

who lives in Windsor, throws some |

new light upon the character of the | il
; { Thus it is

Windsor contest. e says :

“Annex

The issne was a veli

ation was mnot an issue
aipus one
known here as the Sons of
America, but elsewhere as the Protes
tant Protective Association, placed a
candidate in the field. That society
is very strong here, and as its mem
bers take a cast-ivon oath to vote for
guch candidates as the society by
lution endorses, the defeat of Mr.
White was a foregone conclusion.”

We believe that there is some found-

societ

reso-

ation for this statement of the way the
Within the last few
months the fanatics of Ontario have
efforts to

matter stands.

been  making desperate
establish the society which is here
named. It is a society impovted from
the U7
ally

ted States, though it is gener-

said on the other side to be com-
posed almost entirely  of Canadian
fanatics. 1ts purpose there is to pre-
vent Catholies, and even Protestants
friendly to
Catholies in the least degree, from be

who are supposed to be

ing clected to any oftice.  In some
localities it has been temporarily suc

sful. But its victories have been

of the Pyrrhic kind, which of old made

the victor exclaim: ** Anothor such
victory, and I shall be undone.’

There is no doub! that it was largely
duz to the determined opposition of the
American Protective Society that Jas.
(i, Blaine, the most popular Republican
of the United Stat was rejected as
the Presidential candidate of that
party ; forthe whole influenceof the Pro-

, and the

tectors was used against him

Rapublican leaders were inf wwmed that

if he were the chosen candidate of the
party the whole vote of the Protective

Association would be cast against the

party at the late elections I'he ohjee
tion azainst Mr. Blaine was that he

was friendly to Catholics, and that

how things were worked, that in

A 1 Toronto Mr

which is always ready to fall into
line at the voice of a coterie of blatant
bigots of the stamp of these Know-
Nothings who have imported their
organization from the other side of the
line, where it has been crushed to a
nonentity by the good sense of the
people, we have no fear that the people
of Canada, or even of Ontario, will so
far prove false to the principles of civil
and religzious liberty as to give up
their freedom by swearing to obey the
behests of the ignorant and unscrupu-
lous leaders of ta alien, un-British and
anti-Canadis . movement,

“in No-Popery
'a bafore,

This trotiing out of
horse has baen tried in Cu
and it has every time been found to be
a failure.

It was essayed by wiser
heads than those who direct the pres
ent movement, and we have no
fear that what the master mind of a
Me. George
will he
by the

Protective Society

Brown failed to effect,

rought to a successful issue
nobodies who manage the
They may have
temporary local

rtain successes

O .
but these successes will be an

important factor in ensuring de-

fi elsewhere where the issues at

will be of more importance.

by those who know

Sheppard had all the
influence of the Protective Society in
his favor, and that he greatly relied

on it as making his election to the

Mayoralty sure, whereas the only

result was his defeat by the la

majority ever given to a candidate
for the oflice in that city.
The late Mr, George DBrown failed

in establishing a Government on No-

Popery principles ; Rev. Dr. Sather-
land failed with the “Third Party™ and
Dr. Caven
and Mr. Dalton McCarthy failed with
their Equal Rightism, so-called ; and
before long be our duty to
chronicle the death and burial of the
Protestant

““New Party " movements :

it will
Protective  Association
under an avalanche of the votes
of patriotic Canadians, who are aware
that  the
happen to the country would be the

greatest evil which can

stirring up of ang

religious or race issues.

v passions on
We cannot but regard the new
movement as the latest spasmodic

effort of dying “* Equal Rightism.”

THE REFLUX OF POPULATION
IN QUEBEC.

The Courier, of St. Hyacinthe, has
beenmaing enqguiriesintothequestion
of the return of French-Canadians to
rd
rd

movement, the vesult of the Cowrier's

Canada : and after all we have he

of the magnitude of the outw

researches must be gratifying to all
patriotic Canadians.

It is undeniable that during the past
few years the exodus from Quebee had
reached proportions caleulated to alarm

Canadians as to the prozress of the

country ; as the number of French-

Ontario will be overrun by a French-
speaking population ; but whatever
may be the feelings of the Franco-
phobists, we are glad to be assured that
the French-Canadians are not likely to
abandon their own Province.
remark, too, that the exodus which was

We may

so much regretted did not take place
from the Province of Quebec alone,
the percentage of increase of popula-
tion therein having been very nearly
equal to that of Oatario during the
last decade.

We would be glad to hear that the
same condition of affairs which is re
ported by the Courier asexisting in
the district about St. Hyacinthe, exists
also in other parts of Quebec.

THE HOLY SEPULCHRI.
It is vory easy to raise objections

of ancient

against the authentic

monuments : and as there are none

living who can testify from their

rsonal knowledge that these memor-

ials are really what they are believed

to be, it is sometimes difficult to answer
the objections raised.

Thus it has come to
, Major Conder,
which is pointed out as
'("1
authentic.

asserts

the sacred tomb in which our Ble
Lord
There are crosses on the tomb, and

buried is not

also some inscriptions. As regards

the ins

they relate to subsequent events, and

riptions, the Major states that

the cross was not used commonly as a
symbol of Christianity until the time
of Constantine the Great.

The event which has given special
importance to Major Conder’s assertion
is that a syndicate has been formed
with the ultimate design of making
Jerusalem a Christian city. It is
proposed by this syndicate to purchase
at a cost of $30,000 the land on which
is the Holy Sepulchre, that so sacred a
relic may be perserved with care to be
residents and
pilgrims ; but the statements of the
doubting Major have caused a good

visited by Christian

deal of controversy as to the propriety
of making the intended purchase.

Major Conder's reasons for his opinion
are certainly not very strong when
When it
is considered that the Church of the

they are seriously weighed.

Holy Sepulchre was built in the reign
of Constantine the Great, and that the
rock was cut away by the architect
from around the tomb, leaving the
tomb itself standing like a house,

it will not be by any means remarkatl

that the inseriptions and crosses should
be of comparatively modern date. Yet
it is surely reasonable to believe that
tradition must have Kkept the proper
site constantly before the minds of
Christians,

Since the time of Constantine the
Great, during whose reign the Church
of the Holy

upon the spot where our Lord was said

Sepulchre was built

that the proper spot should be forgotten.

to have been buried, it was impossible

the most cherished beliefs which
could lead any one to throw a
doubt upon it at the present day:
at the same time we must remark that
even if in reality it were not that
which it is believed to be, there is no
superstition in the reverence paid to
Gotd by pilgrims at a spot which there
is good reason to believe was the scene
of the most important events in the
The mem-

f the events and our gratitude to

history of our Redeemer,

ory

God are the points of greatest import-
ance, in comparison with which the
authenticity of the locality is of second-

conside Nevertheless a

visit to the spot excites the sentiments,
which are of primary importance, and
it is thus beneficial to the soul even
should there exist an error of fact on
the matter of minor importance. In
however, the

the present instance,

series of miracles which have been
wrought in favor of pious visitors ap

pears to ba a divine attestation that

there is mo mistake whatever in the

matter.

UNITY OF

"AITH,

Considerable excitement has been

casioned amongz Protestants, esp

ally among Presbyterians aud Cong

gationalists, Ly ten ministers of the
latter body who formally appeared be
fore the Toronto Presbytery on Tues

day, the 10th inst., to express their
ypinion that a union between the two
‘hurches named is not only possible
but practicable ; and not only do the
pro-Presbyterian press look upon the
proposals with hope, but the Presby-
tery itself appeared to be gratified that
such overtures were made, and several
of the most prominent among the Pres-
byterian divines who belong to the
Presbytery declared that they regard
the proposition with favor : and action
was taken upon it so far that a com-
mittee was named for the purpose of
conferring with the Congregational
ministers on the subject of union. We
notice by the names of those who have
been appointed as members of this
committee that the stalwart orthodox
element of the Presbyterians predomi-
nate upon it, though there is also a
mixture of the element which is known
to incline towards a modified Presby-
terianism more in accordance with the
modern Latitudinarian views which

are becoming more and more prevalent

among members of that body every
vear.

Of course on the general principle of
Protestantism, that the Bible alone as
understood by individuals is the ulti-
mate rule of religious faith, the two
Churches are ostensibly agreed, and

this principle’is in itself quite suflicient

to bridge over difficulties of faith which

mizht seem to be insurmountable ; but
in practice we do not know of any
body of Protestants which really toler-
ates the free exercise of this principle
which they all so loudly proclaim.
Hence though we would expect the

were careful to explain that they came
solely on their own responsibility.
But it was the understanding that even
such action as might be taken at the
moment by the Presbytery would have
no binding force. The Rev. D. J.
Macdonnell stated this particularly,
though he is known to be one of those
who advocate persistently a union of
some kind between the denominations,
and he is also favorable to some laxity
of teaching on those doctrinal points
which are an issue between Preshy-
terians and Universalists. Ie said :

““ He regarded a conference as
advisable, but that neither party
wotld be committed to anything, and
that a way would be smoothed for
future negotiations.

On  the

ordination, howev

question  of ministerial

the Presbyterians
will not be so very strict, forit is a
matter of notoriety that in the begin-

ning of English and Scotch DPresby-

terianism there were hundreds of
ministers who had not the ordination
which they now deem to be necessary :
and precisely for this cause it was
provided in their disciplinary ordin
ances that it was not to be regarded as
absolutely necessary in troubled times
when it was difficult to obtain it.

On doctrinal matters there may be
more difficuliy in effecting a union :
for the Congregationalists have a kind
of free and easy doctrinal system,/
whereby every congregation is en-
abled to employ a minister who will
teach such doctrines as please them.
Such at least is the theory of Congre-
gationalists, but owing to the great
diversity of doctrines which necessarily
grew up under such a system, and
especially to the rapid growth of
Latitudinarianism among Churches
thus left to believe as much or as little
as they pleased, the majority who still
retained some affection for the primary
truths of religion found it necessary
to formulate a doctrinal standard to
which all Congregational Churches are
now required to
Jut it is
address of the ten ministers that the

express adhesion.
evident even from the

new laws have not prevented a large
proportion of Congregational ministers
from slipping down to almost the
lowest grade of infidelity in belief,
for they remind the Presbytery that in
this respect Presbyterians are in about

the same quandary with themselves.
After saying that the ‘‘Independents”
of old had a hand in shaping the West-
minster Confession, they add :

“‘We venture to say that those same
symbols in reality are as faithfully re-
tained by the Congregational Churches
as by those of the Presbyterian order.
kY The Unitarianism of New
England must no more be laid to the
charge of Congregational polity than
the same change of doctrinal views in

We cannot pretend to predict
whether the final result of these nego
tiations will be a sort of union, but it

is perfectly clear there cannot be that

the Preshyterian churches of England.”

kind of union which Christ intended

of the negotiations  preceding
this marriage, both on account of
the tie which is thus established
between England and Bulgaria, and
of the difference of religion between
the contracting parties, as it is a mixed
marr 3, the Prince of Bulgaria being
a faithful Catholic, while the bride, a
grand-daughter of the Queen of Great

Britain, is and will remain a Protes-
tant, judging from present appear
ances.

It was at one time asserted that
Prince Terdinand and the Princess
had Dboth so far abnegated their respec
tive religious convictions as to have
arranged to b2 marrcied in the Greek

Schismatical Church, to which neither

belonged: and as the Bulgarian people

for the most part, adhere to the Eastern
schism the reporthad some semblance ot
truth; but the facts have shown that the
report was a mere fabrication. There
was a civil marriage, as is generally
required by the civil laws prevalent
and the
nted with

on the continent of Europe,

civil marria

re was suppl

a private marriage before a Protestant

minist

h was regarded as part
1 which

took nlace to satisfy the wish of the

ths ¢'vil

ceremon

British Royal Fam but the solemn

ceremonial was that which took place
in the Catholic Chur
the ¢

brant beir

the parish priest

of the town, and the nuptial address

being delivered by Mgr. Placidus, the
Benedi etine Abbot of Bueron

In view of the unconcealed hostility
with which the Czar of Russia has
rezarded
this marria

always Prince Ferdinand,

with the Princess Marie

will be a strong assurance of the pro

afford
Bulgaria and Roumania in the preser
vation of their independence, as they
will form a neutral territory between
Ruassia and Turkey,

tection which England will

and will be an
obstacle to designs which Russia may
entertain on Constantinople.

There is good reason to expect that
Bulgaria and Roumania will yet form
one Kingdom, in which case the total
independence of these Provinces will
be further assured, though now they
are nominally tributary to Turkey
It is also among the possibilities, we
may even say the probabilities, that
before long these Provinces will
see the desirability of attaching them
selves to the universal Catholic Chureh
There has been for many years a
tendency in this direction, especially
in Bulgaria, and it is becoming still
morve clear to the people that it would
clevate the standard of morals among
the people, as well as strengthening
them politically against the encroach
ments of Russia, which is looking to

wards them with avaricious eye.

Among those who were conspicuous
at the Catholic marriage were the
Emperor William, who escorted the
Duchess of Edinburgh, the Duke of
Connaught with the
Hohenzollern,

Princess  of
Prince and

confessionals, convey
defectible strength,
petuity, grace and har
of the Catholic Church
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election, and it is now positively stated but the last eensus proved to demon-

that the immediate cause of this un

expected state of affairs was the friend- the extent even of that which might he

ship manifested for the Republicans by

the Protective Society

and the willing
ness displayed by the Republicans tc

accept that society’s ostontatious aid.

Among the methods adopted by the

stration that we were not growing to

; expocted  from merely national in-

erease.  I'rom this it was inferred that
y the efforts to prevent emigration were
atotal failure. The Courier, however,

v has shown by figures which apparently

numerous in Judea during the threc
hundred years which elapsed botweer
the burial of our Lord and the build

Holy Sepulchre at this date, for it
must have been a remarkable object
before the erection of the basilica, as
being a tomb cut in the solid rock :

and as the Christians were always

out of the pale of these denominations.

| ences of Dbelief between

1 | bodies.

alists both certainly have such stand-
ards of belief, and those who reject or
doubt them are regarded as practically

Hence there are very material differ-
these two

Presbyterians very

most essential conditions. It was in
deed the only condition they though
it necessary to name even at this pre

liminary stage of the negotiations.

On the subject of the ministry
of the Church

ment which would be reached must

s of course what is meant when

meeting.  The finaneial terms of the Rill are
said, however, to be substantially arranged.

preserve this diversity asone of its | In thefirst Home Rule Bill the ratio of Ire-

land’s contributions’ to the Imperial Ex
- | chequer was one fifteenth, totalling £3,242,
¢ 000 per annum.  The new proposals, based
" 1 upon juster data, will make Ircland’s condi-
- | tion only one-twenty-third, equalling £2,070,

865 per annum.  Another important feature
in the Irish financial scheme is that a loan
sh;tll he granted from the Imperial to the
Irish Exchequer to enable the Irish adminis-

tration to start fair, The more reasonable
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