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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

postolic Delegation. ’
w Otumunﬂ 13th, 90§

(Mt!‘ 1
ir,—Since coming to Canada 1 have
peen 8 rude?lt;l your paper. l‘un.notot_!whh satis-
%action that it is directed with_intelligence and
wbility, and, above all, that it is imbued with nnthtz?g
Catholic spirit. It strénuously defends Catholic
minu‘plu and rights, and standsAirmly by the n,.c.x:i "
geand autherity of the Church, at the same time
promoting the best interests of the country. Foldlo'w-
iag these linesit has done a great deal of ¢oq" gr
.be welfare of religion and country, and it wil h:
more and more, as its wholesome influence reac!
more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnestl y recom-
wmend it to Catholic familjes. th my blessing on
your work, and best wishes for its continued success.
’ Yours very .incimm‘kzbl':h gh';"g
i hesus.
ot 2t 'A.porlolic Belagne

UmivereiTy or OTTAWA.

Otaws, Canads, March th, 1900.

Wiz, Thomas Coffey
W1 some time

ity vk &

';lrllnd'l

. Thomas
My Dear

past 1 have read your
Rrcorp, and congra-
hich it is published.
rm are DO ood ; and a trul
ades the whole, Therefore, wi
easure, | the faithtul. Bless-
E. you ‘aneé wishing you success. believe me to re-
wain. Yours hi(hlullf in Jesus Christ. 3
1D. Fs' CON10, Arch, of Larissa, Apos. Deleg.
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THE ROYAL OOMMISSION ON
DIVORCE

The proverbial conservatism  of
English men is evidenced by the recent-
1y issued report ofthe'Roysl Commission
appointed to investigate all matters
concerning divorce, and to gather
evidence on which future legislation
may be based. Though the majority
report favors the extension of the
grounds ot which divorce may be
granted, it is still oconservative com-
pared with the conditions with which
Ameriocan divorce courts wake us fam-
iliar. While the minority report is
opposed to any legislation which will
make divorce easier to obtain.

Wars and ramors of war, not to speak
of parliamentary riote and suffragette
disturbances, have delayed the general
attention and discussion that such &
moral question is sure to receive from
the British people. When pormal condi-
tions are restored it will be very inter-
esting to follow the coarse of English
opinion on & question of such vital im-
portance as that of easier divorce.

G. K. Chesterton, whose keen insight
into the heart of moral questions al-
most invariably leads him to teke the
OCatholic view, has the following char-
acteristic comment on the report of the
divorce Commission :

“When I was & boy the only freedom
the moderas seemed to fancy was suicide
or the iailure of lite. The moderns
have brightened up & bit. Their idea
of freedom now is only divorce or the
failure of love, That success is rather
more free than failure snd ten thous-
and times more COmMmOD, they cnqnoi
gresp yet. For the present I am againss
Governments meddling in these long
moral issues st sll. I do not think a
frackly heathen state ought to forbid
divoroe or suicide, but the whole Chris-
tian populace will permanently resist
both and will continue to do 80 till you
literally make them slaves £

Y28, success had been ten thousand
times more common than failure in
Christian marriage, but the advocates
of easy divoroe would focus sttention
on the failures, harrow up the soul
with lurid pictures of marital horrors
and point to divorce 8s the only
remedy.

In the United States, where divorce
is easiest, is the result satisfactory ?
There are now about two million
divorced couples, two million
families broken up, and in millious not
directly affected, there is found the in-
evitable lowering cf esteem for the
sanotity and obligations of the marriage
bond.

In Osnada we have had sporadic ad-
vocacy of easier and cheaper divorce.
While Cansdians pride themselves on
their comparative freedom from the
divorce evil, we have lately seen stated
a rather startling fact in divorce sbatis-
tics that might tend to moderate our
pride. Of the 945,625 divorces in the
United States between 1887 and 1906,
8,645 wera granted- to Osnadians.  This
is @ striking illustration of the relation
that facility in obtaining divorce bears
to the growth of the divorce evil.

1f it be true, a3 Chesterton says, that
the whole Christian populace will per-
manently resist divorce till you literslly
make them slaves, then & large propor-
tion of the population of this continent
have already lost the Christian instinet
with regard to marriage. It cannot be
that they lack the freedom to resist.

Perhaps, however, it is to the asser-
tion of this Christian sentiment, shocked
by the scandalous Reno divorce courts,
that we must attribute the suecess, in
the recent el of the agitation for
more stringeut legislation snd less
frankly pagan methods with regard to

&1

divorce in the State of Nevsda. Toe
eleation, in the sister state of Kanaas,

| of Rev. Dr. Bilver, a divorced man, s8

Bishop of Kansas, Is hardly: s0,encourag:
iog ; though some grain  of .cumfort~is
afforded by the refuss! of the Sommittee
ropresenting thé other dioceses. to con-
fiem the election. "

The Cstholle position om the ques-
tion of martiage sud’divorce ia the only
one posgible if Qhristien *oivilization, is
to be saved, Christian soclety. rests on
the family snd the family on the indis-
solubility of the marriage tle. ' Her own
laws the Ohurch’ may’ relax, fo ‘lo-
dividual cases she  may geant disp

absolute fidelity to its Leader, all who
ory lo | here, and lo | there, misleading
those who are thus led to reek the
Kiogdom of God in gecular plans
and’ propositions, unmindfal’ that Jesus
hussaid ‘the Kingdom of God is within
]0“-’ ” v 1
ANOTHER GRIFFITH THOMAS
They have in Spokane, Wash,, ' &
olergymap nemed  Mr. Allen, who
appears to be ballt on the ssme lines as
our own Rev. Dr. Grifith Thomas of
Torento, * He ‘makes ' charges against
the Oatholle Church which ‘have no
foundation whatever and , declares he

hat;

tions; bub agelnst-divoroe she will ever
got the whole torce of her’divine suthor-
ity. She well kaows that cases srise
where this involves hardship for ¢he in-
dividual; but she never furgets that suc-
ceas is ten thousand times more com-
won than failare Yardship, injindividual
oases, pesults from every law, human and
divine; and experience proves that easy
divoree only sggravates the evil it
attempts to cure. »

Whetberdivorcelaws be laxor string-
eut, whether the grounds for Glssolv-
ing marriage be many or few, the whole
principle is surrendered; s breach is
made that will go on ever widening.

The Oatholie Church as the divinely
constituted guardian of the eternal
principles of right and Wrong never
surrenders a principle be the conse-
quences whkat they may. The opposi-
tion of vative Protestants to the
extension of facilities for divorce is
good and commendable; but they are
fighting for a principle they have al-
ready given up, and in such a fizht,
gooner or later they are bound to lose
and lose irretrievably.

In the uncompromising fidelity of the
Catholic Charch lies the only hope of
saving Ohristian marriage and the civil-
ization that rests upon it.

SECULARIZING THE CHURCH

As Protestants get farther away from
any deflnite grasp of dogmatic truth
upon which all spiritual life and in-
fluence must rest, the tendency be-
comes more marked to turn not only
the pulpit but all religious activity into
the csannels of social betterment.

To those who give to religion very
little serious consideration, this may
seem |a progeassive sbop, translatiog
into sotion the divine commsnd, thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
They foxget that the first and greatest
commandment {s, thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with thy whole heart, thy
whole mind, and witk ell thy strength.
The second is a natural and necessary
consequence of the firsb. Bas it de-
pends on the first, and unless the love
of the brother whom we see is rooted
in the love of the unseen God, it will
Janguish and die.

Throughout the ages the Catholie
Chureh bas provided institutions where
the poor, the orphaned, tne helpless,
the aged, the sick, and the suffering have
been ocared for with teuder love for
Christ's sake, But all these mauitold
manifestasions of Caristian charity were
inspired by unswerving faith in Jesus
Christ.

Quite a different thing is the modern
Prosestant tendency to make nocial
bettermens an end in itself, to make it
even the chief reason for existence of
the Church. Bo that from the pulpit
itsell we hear creeds and dogmas flouted
as of no importance, and social service
exalted as the one thing necessary.
With all this fine talk, it is somewhas
strange that all works of real Chris-
tian charity tend more and more to be
relegated to the state or the municipal-
ity. Advanced thinkers advocate the
« jnstitutional chburch,”” open seven
days a week, & social centre which will
afford counter attraction to the salcon,
the dance hall, and other places of amuse-
ment that have got beyond decent con-
trol, and are a demoralizing influence on
society.

In the future when creeds, and dog-
may, and principles of morality have all
loat their sanetion, it will be difficalt to
agree on the moral standards of the in-
stitutional church.

A writer in Truth states the ocase
very forcibly.

“Now once for all, lst our readers
understand that the Chureh is first, last
and always, primarily essentially a
spiritual agency. Its chief mission is
to teach what is to be believed
and as far as possible to make
men do what is right. " If after
that it can do social and humauitarian
works, well and good. - But this latter
is secondary and only as a resalt of the
former. The church in fact will fail
miserably as a social fadtor, if it
negleots its epiritusl mission. It will
be a social power only in proportion as
it is a spiritual power, because its pres-
tige as such ultimately rests upon its
spiritual character.”

The Baltimore American, a'secular
paper, recognizes this trath, and con-
cludes a forcible presentation of it in
the following words : P

]t is not surprising that the question,
is Protestantism a failure, recurs with
the advance of one aud another proposi-
tion that indicates Jack of confidence
in the standsrds, and faith in the
promises of the re ligion that has world-
conquering power. In ita undeniable
conservatism the -Roman OCatholio
Church challenges the vagaries put
forth in the name of Protestantizm, and

the latter will do well if it discards with

can prod proofs to tiste his
statements. To Genersl Lafayette he
attributes the saying: “If  the liberties
of this country are ever overthrown,
they wil be overthrown by the
machinations of the Romsn hier-
arehy.” Rev. Mr. Allen is sll sstray.
This declaration was attributed to
Bisiop Ryan of 8t. Louls, sfterwards
Archbishop of Philadelphis, about
thirty years ago. That grest and good
man's life was made miserable for many
years answering communications in re
gerd to jt. What he did say was: “It
the liberties of this country are ever
overthrown they will not be overthrown
by the Roman bierarchy.” Some unre-
generate scemp belonging to the know-
nothings published the above as the
saying of the Bishop of St. Louis, but
omitted the word not. The priests of
Spokane have offered a $100 reward to
anyone who can prove the truth of an
eqaslly ridiculous canard attributed to
the late Cardinal Martinelli. The out-
come will likely be that Mr. Allen hae
been victimized by some practical joker
who deals in chain prayer literature.
We regret to see so many of the
preschers moying farther and farther
away from Thristian  conduet. No
wonder so many of their people are turn
ing their steps towards the portals of
the one true Church of Christ. Investi-
gation of its claims and realization
of the outrageous manner in which it is
defamed becomes 8 revelation to them
and they joyfully eoter the one true
fold which brings them peace of mind
and hope of salvation.

IN LAST WEEK 8 iseue we passed some
strictures on Mr. E. A, Lancaster,
M. P., who, & press despatch in the daily
papers told us, iatended to iutroduce
into parliameat a clease to be added te
the criminal code making anyone guilty
of an indictable ofiense who would pro-
mulgsse the Ne Temere or Motu Pro-
prio decrves. Another despatch now
tella us thet Mr. Lancaster deciared
he had no insention of insroducing such
abill. We offer our apologies. Some
news-gatherers for the press =2re not
reliable. They should be ferreted out
and dismissed.

A STRANGE CASE

Toronto Seturdsy Night of the 16:h
November contsined an article desling
with the sown ooancil of Outremont.
Que., who propose to pus a muunicipal
tax upon @ new structure which the
Sisters found it necessary to erect to
accommodate the increased adtendance
at their school. The council attempss
to justify it action vn the ground that
the building to be erected dces no¥
fulfil the requiremens unecessary to
make it exempt from taxation. Not being
upon the ground we cannot tell jash ex-
actly what this means, bué looking at
the matter hroadly we do not see why,
it the school is exemps from texssion,
an sddition thereto should be taxed.
The Saturday Night deels with the
matter in a manner which is commend-
able. The writer is evidently a gentle-
man and confines himselt strictly to the
merits of the omse. His pen is not
dipped in Orange ink. We hope we
shall be able to show the writer in
Saturday Night that the view he hws
taken of she master is erroneous. If
educational institutions both in thg
province of Quebeo and in the province
of Oatario be exempt from tsxstion,
why, may we ask, should the school of
the Sisters of the Holy Names be made
an exception. In this intensely Pro-
testant city of London, where Catholic
institutions have never received more
consideration at the hands of the tax
gatherer than the letter of the law
allows, we have the Sacred Heart
Academy. Fiity years ago it was a small
two story brick residence, built by the
late Lawrence Lawrason. From time to
time it has been enlarged until now it
has become one of the most imposing edu-
oational institutions in the province.
It occuples nearly & block in tbe heart
of the oity. There was never.any ques
tion of imposing a tax rate upon the
additions. The Sisters of the Holy
Names are engaged in precisely the same
kind of work. Why should they be
penalized 2 The town council of Oatre-
mont, we are told, in order to control
building operations within the town
have set apart certain streets on
which only self contained residences
may be erected, and the street
upon which the Sisters propose
to build eame within the restricted
sres. The question will now erise, has
the town council the right to make such
a regulation ? It will be for the courts
todecide. Sacha building as the Sisters
propuse to erect would, it seems to us, be

& most desirable one in any section of »
“idtitofpadiy. The town eoimell woare,
told: are all French Canedlans nnd
Roman Oatholios.  They msy be very
estimable gentlemen and good Catholics.
It 8o their course very peculi

clerigal and lay, from the remnacts of
the man - made forms of religious be-
lief—good and great men who seek
peage of soml in that - church which
oéme from the haud of our divie Re-

For the actlon they have taken they
advauce the excase that the town does
pob benefis from the convent as the
msjority of stadents are from wealthy
Awerican or Oanadian familles. The
Sisters in charge are, they further state,
being amply remunersted for looking
after the education ol these young
ladies and are thus carryivg on a luors-
tive business, It seems odd that the
council does not realize that every
young lady that comes to the convent
means more or less revenue for the
municipslity. The food they ase is
bought there snd all the shops derive
therefrom more or less revenue. If the
Sisters are carrying on a lucrative busi-
ness it is worth while to consider by
what means their profits. are derived.
In all non-Oatholic educational instibu-
tions of the Dominion salaried teachers
are employed. The Sisters recelve no
worldly compensation whatever for their
work. Their life is one of seif-sacrifice.
Are they to be penalized for this by the
gentlemen composing the town council
of Outpemont, who, we arve told, are
nearly all French Cansdians and Catho-
olies. From our point of view we feel
that In this matter they have dis-
played snything but the true Catholic
spirit. We hope they are nob amongst
those who would give almost everything
to Mammon and leave but the dregs for
God and His Church and the Church’s
institutions. We hope there sre not
any in New France who take the offizials
of Old France as modela.

A TeLEGRAM from Fort Scot, Kansas,
informs wus that J. A. Wayland, the
owner of those two villainous papers,
“ The Appeal to Reason ” and “ The
Menace,” committed suicide by sboot-
jng himself at Girard, Kansas, The
real canse of the snicide is said by The
Live Issue, of New York, to hav: been
the prospect of his being put on trisl
for & hosrible crime resulting in the
death of a young girl employed in The
Appeal office. We have not heard what
has become of Wayland's editor, Rev.
Mr. Walker. He must have a heavy
conssience. We trust, however, he will
not follow the same course as his em
ployer aud that he will be given time to
repent his many transgressions agoainst
the law of God and man befors he is
oslled to his account. Those who have
been subscribers of ** The Menace” and
“ The Appeal to Reason” wiil hersatter,
we trust, be not quite so ready to put
cred in the statementsof blackguards
who desire to make money by sbusiug
the Pope.

TORONTO S DELEGATION

Rav. Dr. Hincks of Toronto has beeu
attending, in London, Esgland, a meet-
ing of she World's Evangelical Alliance.
He has not, we regrat to say, heen be-
having himseif like s Christian gentle-
man. His osreer in Toronso in the
fleld of bigotry was wretched enowgh,
but he seems to have eclipsed all tormer
efforss by his talk at the meewing of
the Alliance., Rev, Dr. Hineks' resolute
attack on the Vatican perhaps reeeived
added inspiration from the facs thas he
was surrounded by bigots from those
portions of she North of Ireland sad the
Kenaitite districts of Englaad, from
which places we may always expect de
liveranoces of the narrowest and meanest
and most uu-Christianlike charasser.
Dr. Hineks was in his element, and
when he returned to Toronto he will
expecs the present accidental mayor to
give him warm welcome, aud he will
look for a turning out of the Orange
bands and the piaying ot “Croppie Lie
Down” and “The OConguering Hero
Comes.” “No political party in Can-
ada,” remarks the doctor, “gould survive
six monshs which openly endorsed the
jufamous Ne Temere decree.” Thisde-
olaration is silly in the extreme. No
political party in Canada will be
asked to endorse the decree. Let the
politicisns attend to Oresar — the
Olrurch will look after the interests of
God and His commandments. The Ne
Temere decree is a matter which affects
Oatholic contcience alone. Protestants,
kunowing the laws of the Catiolie
Church in regard to marriage, will have
to fulfil those laws or seek life com-
panions from amongst their own sects.
This is the short aund long of the case.
If Dr. Hincks aud his co-workers
attempt to play the role of persecutors

they will find a power of resistance
which will surprise them and perhaps
gerve to bring them into the rexions of
common sense. The day has gone by
when Catholics, becsuse of their pro-
fession of the faith, may be hanged,
drawn and qusrtered and immersed in
boiling tar as was the case during the
reign of that monster to whom Dr.
Hincks owes the existence of his
Church. We may not be surprised alter
all that Dr. Hincks and his company of
intolerants are wroth and intemperate
to a degree. They see the handwriting
on the wall, They cannot help noting
from day to day the accession to the

Ohuroh of some of the brightest minds,

d Himself.

ABOLISH THE BAR POLITICIANS
A number of political papers, repre-
senting both sides of polities, are some-
what worried about the interference of
non-sectarian olergymen in the battles
of the ‘Parties.” When the Epworth
League or some other organization of
that kiud makes declaration of .its pur-
pose to support Mr. Rowell in his policy
of abolishing the bar, the Liberals ex-
press satistaetion thereat, and many
Conservatives are sumewhat disturbed.
Bat the practical politicians on either
side—the men who ‘pull the wires and
have intimate knowledge of cause and
effeot when polling day comes — just
wink the other eye. The Hamilton
Herald says that attempts to rally re-
ligious organizations to the support of
one or the other of the political parties
must tend to disrupt the organizations.
We think our contemporary is mistaken.
The politicians comprising these organ-
jzations pay but little heed to pulpit
or temperauce society utterances upon
pablic questions. The members of the
congregation agree to disagree, not
only upon temporal matters affecting
the public weal, bat upon doctrinal
standards as well. Resolutions adopted
by the Epworth Loeague snd Dominion
Alliance, ete., have little or no effsct
when voting time comes. The party
men will drep into their politieal wig-
wams without thought of pronouncements
trom the Epworth or other Leagues,
snd, as regards the exhortations of the
oocupants of the pulpit, they exercise
but & moiety of influence. Private in-
tespretation holds good in 2il things
amongst our separated brethren.
There is only one way of influencing
the electorate to suy appreciable ex
tent. If the preacher announces drend-
ful tidings from Rome, threatened papsl
aggression, civil and religious liberty in
the throes of distolution, garnished with
a few chrysanthemums about Babylon,
supessbition, idolatry, etc., eic., the
coagregation will be stempeded to
mareh as in battle array and vote solid
in favour of that mastoer of chicane who
formulases this cry for elestion pur-
poses. Im all else the preacker is merely
the weather vase of the congregation.

ROWDYISM

There are enough Hooligans in Tor-
onto Usiversity to bring disgrace upon
the whole ivstitetion. A few days ago
Mr. E. W. Hagarty, s member of the
University Senate and [Iriueipal of
Harvard Collegiate lastitaie, wrote a
letter to The Globa describing certain
sote of rowdyirm on the pars of the stu-
dents similar to that which one might
expeed to witness amongst the sub-
merged class in the slums of the great
cities. Toronto Universisy students
seem to be in & class by themselves in
this regard as we seldom hear of like
doings in conneotion with the other
univessisies in the United Ssates or
Casneda. Would it not be well were the
Preshyterian Brard of Missioas to give
the Ruthenians some holidays and send
their missionaries to Toronto University.
The Baptists and Methodists might
alse aid in the work by brisging their
colporteurs from French Qaebee to work
in the home mission field. As things
look Toronto University is not a dssir-
able place to whieh to send young men
to be educated. We would recommend
parents espeeially in this province to
make choice of the Western University
at London. They would there receive a
splendid training and their surroundings
and sssociations would be of a much
more desirable character.

ACTION NEEDED

They have initiated a movement in
Boston to protect the natural scenery of
the country sgainst the ravages of
money-mad commercialism. To a per-
son of refived taste perhaps nothing is
more shooking than to notice when trav-
¢lling on railway trains the defacement
of the beautiful scenery of our country
by huge bill-boards setting forth the
merits of whisky, beer, sosp, cigarettes,
chewlng tobacco, starch, paints and oils,
patent medicines, suspenders, and a
thousand and one other articles of com-
merce. Upon vacant lots in cities also
we have immense walls of lumber setting
forth the merits of different lines of
commereisl activity, while it is & com-
mon thing to see the whole side of a
house advertising the special merits of &
new brand of chewing gam or soap, and
the vulgar thing is sllowed to go on
from week to week and year to year.
More offensive and pernicioas still are
the advertisements of charlatans which
sppearin the public press. Upon inves-
tigation their business will be found to
be fraudalent to a degree, but there
geems to be no one to make an investi-
gation, The rascals work while the law
officers sleep. It is to be hoped that
before long public indignation will cause
laws to be enacted, and those already in
existence enforced, which will have the
effect of guarding the country’s scenery
against the incursions of conrde commers

cislism. Quack dottors slso should be
cloxely watched a8 well as get rich-quick
gechemers who are turning over bulky
fortenes through mail orders, the goods
supplied ndt being honest value for the
money received, and ofteutimes worth-
less vicknacks of one kind or avother.
People should . be' especisily on their
guard against those comipsnies or indiv-
iduals who offer something for nothing.
We need » William Barns in Canada.

AN OBJEOT LESSON

This is from Missouri :

“1 don't know why I married Gus,”
the young bride said. . “I thought he
would ‘back out’ at the last moment and
he thcught I would. I didn't care for
him, don’t now and I want to have the
marriage annulled.

“ 1t was just like that,” she said with
s wave of her haud and a smile, * Gus
and I have been triends for a long time.

% The night of Dacember 6:h Isst he
came to my home and said we might &
well get married. I gave my consent.

“ We woke up the marriage lisense
clerk at his home to get » license. 1
said I was ninetcen yeors old. We
came back home and laughed over the
matter. The next day Gus came to the
house and we went to Jystice Krueger
and were married. After the ceremouy
I came home and Gus went to his Iather
and ther. We decided to keep it
quiet.”

Every day brings us examples of the
horrible conditions existing in the
American Republic in regard to mar-
risge and divorce and to a lesser but
quite noticeable degree in Canada, and
yet it continues to be the fashion to
hesp odium on the Church of Cnrist

when it promulgates regulations which |

will safeguard the sacrament of war-
risge azainst abuses of this sort.

ANGLICANS AND CHURCH UNION

1f we are to believe the newspapers,
Protestantism is about to proclaim a
truce of God. But yesterday the
Presbyterians, Methodists and Congre-
gationalists were reported to be laying
the covers for a love feast. Now the
Arglicans sre knockiog at the doors.
For our part, whilst giving our friends
credit for good intenticns, we must son-
fess that we are rather sceptical as to
the result.

According to the London Free Press
“there are two main principles in-
volved. 1st. The admissicn, uoder
certain restrictions and by rightéul
authority, of ministers of other churches
to Anglican pulpits. 2cd. The giv-
ing of perwissicn to members of other
denominations, on occasion and with
the consent of the ordinary, to communi-
cate in Asglicsn churches.” Now for
what kind of unity can this be the
foundasion 2 Are we to believe that
doctrinal differences will disappear
when 3 Methodist minister expounds
the Seripsures to sn Angiican Congre
gation 2  And will the mere reception
of this Commnuiou from an Apglican
clergyman be sufficient to make 8 Pres-
byterian forswear predestinavion ?

This exchange of pulpits and common
communicating is very nice snd sociable
and that is aboub &1l that it has to com-
mend it. Christ indeed declared that
charity towards the brethren was an in-
dispensible condition for discipleship
with Him. But Christians caunot be
united in the true love of Jesus Christ
unless they accept His teachings in its
entirety, for * without faith it is im
possible to please God,” (Heb, xi. 6)
and “ he that believeth not shall be
condemned.” (Mark xvi. 16) 8t Paul
basis charity on the unity of faith, as
witness (Ephesians, iv. 3 6. and Pail. 1L
2). Now though the various Protestant
gects may exchange pulpite and receive
the communion from eackh other's hands,
211 such fraternizing will uoi bring them
one whit nearer unity of faith. If they
really desire unity there is ouly one
course open to them. They must re-
nounce the principle of division, namely,
private judgment, and gubmit to author-
ity, which alone can guarantee and sale-
guard unity in belief. If we sare in-
vited to & reception in a friend’s home
that does not constitute us one fawily
with him. If the leaders of the Bulgar-
ian and Tarkish armies proclaim a truce,
their soldiers may commingle for the
day, but that does nob constitute them
one people. And as a basis of re-unicn
the two main principles put forward by
Anglicans are no b¢ tter than our friend’s
jnvitation or the Balkan armistice.

The Saskatoon Phoenix is authority for
the statement that Oardinal Gibbons is
favorably inclined toward a suggesied
world conference on Christian unity, to
the promoters of which J. Pierpont Mor-
gan has donated a princely sum. We
doubt it. The Cardinal is too busy to
waste time chasing will-o-the-wisps. He
knows that the only rosd to unity in
religious belief is the road to Rome. A
conference speaks of compromise, of a
policy of give and take, and Rome can-
not whittle down her dogmas no matter
how tempting the resuits.

Oatholics see in this desire for unity
an aaspicious augury for the future.
Protestants are beginning to realize
how absurd is the pretension of a div-
ided system of Ohristianity to be the
Church of Ohrist. The Saviour came
down from heaven to teach us the Truth.
He declared that unity was to be the
proof of that truth. If then, a diversity
of oreeds could be found in His Chureh,

it wonld be a proof that His work bad
failed, for Christ expressly aeciared that
the unity of His fullowers would pro-
claim o the world His hsndiwork, M
is nonsense’ to say that unity of spirit
is compatiblé with difierences of creed,
for how could men recognize this * inter-
nal” unity 2 The unity spoken of by
Christ implies three things—s common
faith, s common worship, and a common
governwent, Any other system of unity
could not be a sign or credential of
Ohrist's handiwork. And any other
system of unity that Protestants may
evolve will only end in making chaos
pronounced. COLUMBA.

NOTES AND COMMENTS

It wouLp be interesting to know to
just what extent the late Presidentisl
election in the United States was
aflected by Col. Roosevelt’s escapade in
Rome three years ago. The Colonel left
America on the fawous hunting trip to
Africa strong in the prestige of »
successful administration, sud had he
returned direct to the United States
might have found that prestige unim-
paired. Bat in taking Rome in on the
way, he unluckily allowed himself to be
led into a stupid blunder which effectu-~
aily debarred him from the projected
visit to the Holy Father, and placed
him in an unenviable light, in the eyes
not of Catholics aloue, but in those of
the more enlightened general public
everywhere. Whatever measure of
blame may have been his (and we are
dispoeed to thiok his fault lay chicfly in
being badly ndvised), there can be no
guestion that it did him more harm than
good with the electorate. It may be
that President Wilson owes his election
to that single circumstance, We leave
the deeision to the politieal philosophers
of bis own country.

COMMENTING UPON THE significant
fact uhat while there are twice as many
Methodist churches as Catholic in the
Uulted Siates, and yet seventeen priests
to every thirteen Methodist preachers,
the Christian Guardian sagely if some-
what obseurely remarks that “because
of the thirteen, the seventeen have
ceeasionally to get out and hustle if
they wou!d hold their own.” This
scarcely accords with the general view
as expressed in the public journals, or
with the wail as to shrinkage which
leaks out occasionally through the
elosed doors of Methodist Couferences,
whether in the United States, Cansda
or Great Beitain., The phenowenal
growth, notwithstanding leakages, of
the Catholic population of the United

States, has set many publicists marvell-
ing. The Christian Gnardian even
trom its benighted standpoint, is never
tired of telling its resders whal a men-
ace this Catholic development is to free
justitutions and the like. It would
geem then that the necessity for “hust-
ling” lies rasher in the Methodist camp.
Of the “twice as many Methodist
churches,” (we take the Guardiav's word
for it) & very large proportion close
their doors altogether in the summer
months, while the rest are obliged to
resort to all sorts of sensational exped-
jents to induce people to attend. In
New York, it is said, no Methodist
church can sustsin itself below Four-
teeuth street. The fact is its own com-
ment.

“A READER’ Asks for the source of
the quovation, “Death lays bis icy Lhand
on kinge,” appended to cur remarks last
week on “Tho King of Cyprus” The
words are taken from a poem beginniug
“The glories of our biood and state,” by
Jemes Shirley, a dramatist of the reign
of Charles 1., who enjoys the distinction
of being, as one ehronicler puts it, “*less
gross than most of his contemporaries,”
It must be reckoned to bis credit, too,
that as much on account of his religious
as bis political creed, his plays were
upon Cromwell’s accession to power
interdicted by Parliament. Shirley
had been a master of St. Alban’s Gram-
mar School, which office he was obliged
to relinquish upon his conversion to the
Oatholiec Faith. It was then thet he
went up to London and became a play-
right. Under the Commouwealth he
returned to the occupation of & school
master.

£HIRLEY'S PLAYS are still to some ex-
tens read, but like others of the period,
rarely if ever soted now-o-days. His
poems have never lacked admirers
smong the cultivated few. The lines
onder consideration were recited by
Lord Tennyson upon a memorable ocea-
sion. On the day following the foneral
of the great Catholic apologist, William
George Ward, as We are told by his son
and biographer, the Laureate, who had
been his friend and n.ighbor for many
years, visited the grave, and standing
over it recited the first and iast stanzag
of Shirley’s poem. It may be of interest
to our readers to have it in full,
The glories of our blocod and state
Are shadows, noo substantial things;
Phere is no armour against fate;
Death lays his icy hand on kings:

Scepter and crown
Must tumble down,
And in the dust be ¢qual made
With the poor crooked scythe ang
spade.




