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GIATS WITH YOUNG MEN.|.
GHA“ACTER, PRINCIPLES, AND "
lDEéLS.

What sort of men do we want our
children to turn out ?—that is the first | ,
westion. A hundred people would give
a hundred answers according to the
Jimited standpoint of each. The busi-
pess man would say : “1 want my son to
become 8 successful merchant ;" the
cultured man would say : “ I want my
son to become a perfect gentleman ;"
the religious-minded man would say :
w [want my son to become an upright |
COhristian ;"' the Catholic would say :
« | want my son to become a model

whose smooth, clear skin and c!

B. G. West & €o,, 176, King Street B.
Toronto.

character is a
tl.xlng knit firmly together into a con-
sistent whole—not

The man of character has his impulses,
and his eireumstances too, both of which | ¢
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On the contrary, the life of a man of
decided unity —some-

s rigid or elastie
iecessarily, but still a unified structure,

Oatholie.” try to dominate him just as in the case
All this is good a8 far as it goes, but | of the “other fellow.” But his atti-
it is too Narrow. A more comprehen- | tude towards both is  different. f <

sive view would be this : It is the attitude of a master,

« ] want my son to become intellect- not of a slave -a  dominating,
ually well-informed and clever, con- ruling,  directing  attitude,
geientious and morally upright, sanely | 15¢3 both impulses and eircum-

stances as amenable to

religious, strong and healthy, energetic
and enterprising, cultivated in taste
and feeling.”

This is a fairly good summary, but it
does not quite meet our requirements.
What we want is something more radi-
cal—some sterling thing or other which
lies at the root of the best in human na-
tare, and embodies it. Our boy may be-
come 8 very Hercules of physical health
and strength, and yet a perfect dolt.
Re may be as clever a8 the devil--and
yet 88 wicked. He may be as good as

1d and pious as a saint, and yet a

by helpless creature. He may be
the pink of sesthetic reflnement and
s sensual libertine. He may be a
rlect genius and yet as fantastic as a
lin. The best qualities in one line
may be discounted or even cancelled by
some glaring disability in another—the
head of gold and the trunk of brass and
the legs of iron and the feet of clay—a
pundle of disparities rather than a man.

The first thing, therefore, we look for
is a certain balance of parts—every-
thing in its proper weight and measure.
Phere may be corrascations of excel-
lence besides—now in this direction
and now in that ; but these do not count
for much unless there is a substantial
building up of the main structure
proper to a man. There must be no
glaring deficiencies, at least so far as
training can prevent them. We look
first for the substantials in each depart-
ment—a fair equipment of knowledge, a
fair intelligence, a fair judgment, a fair
amount of moral strength and stamina,
of energy and enterprise, of refinemeut
amd culture in due proportion to the
shatus to which our family belongs—a
gelden mean, at least, in every part.

This is so far pretty obvious, but it
does not go deep enough. The thing
we really want is character.

THE MFANING OF CHARACTER.

But the word needs defining. In
common parlance we speak of all sorts
of character—some of which we cer-
tainly do not want. We speak of good
and bad character, strong and weak
oharacter, stable and unstable charac-
ter, odd character, and no character.
In this we are quite etymological with-
out knowing it. For originally the
werd meant merely the mark impressed
on acoin or seal indicating its nature
and value, and distinguishing it from
othérs, and thus in this applied sense
character comes to mean marked in-
dividuality. Experience shows that
people can be good and bad, weak and
strong, with or without a marked indiv-
iduality—and therefore with or without
character. Now the end and aim of our
training is not merely to make our
children good and strong, but to ensure
and develop in them a character which
shall be good and strong. Parents and
trainers of the young are of course
fully alive to the idea of turning out
their subjects good and strong; but
often enough they plaster goodness and
strength on from the outside in the
bope that it will stick, quite regardless
of the structure underneath. Plas-
tering will last no longer than the wall
which it overlays; if the wall be of
mud it will be preserved for a time by
the veneer ; butbefore long it will
crumble away, snd down comes the
house plaster and all. What we want is
net s mere plastering business, but
strong walls of cut-stone which need no
paster, and will stand till the day of
deom. And this solid cut-stone struc-
tare spells * character.”

l. define character (in the sense re-
gaired) as life dominated by principles.
Tre terms are pregnant. Life com-
prises thoughts, words and actions ; but
the question is, how are thoughts words
aad actions determined ? Directly and
mmediately they spring from the spon-
tneous vitality of the organism ; but
what is the ulterior cause which sets
the organism going, and determines its
direction and results ?

The man of po character thinks,
speaks and acts just as the impnlse
$Msas him, whether for good or bad ; or
# there be anything of reasoned motive
Mehind, is determined by chance or cir-
@mstances rather than by any reflex
am stable purposes. If there is any con-
sstency about his life, thisis due simply
® the fact that his impulses or i§s cir-
eumstances are more or less the same
all the year round, or because he has
got into a groove, and lacks initiative
ad originality. The life of such a man
mey be good or bad aceording as good
@ bad impulses happen to predominate
ﬁtm.ml]_v, or good or had influences
bear upon him externally. Possibly

be may be doing nothing very wrong,

&ither hecause he has not enough spirit
% be really wicked, or because he is

him which the ereature without char-

! There | ¢
is a calculation, a deliberateness about

acter has not got. He may bea zood
man or a bad man, but he will be
masterfully good or bad., e may in-
dulge his evil impulses as the “other
fellow " does ; but if so, it is with de-
liberation and set purpose. He may
also restrain his impulses; but it so,
this will not be out of a weak fear of
being caught, or & dread of unpieasaint
consequences, but out of deliberate
policy and set purpose, because he has

CAMPANA'S ITALIAN BALM |¢

soothes razor |
othes razo cure now known to t

g @

tion of the

nothing other than the group of Lrin-

as the guiding standards of our life ;
and the pursuit of our ideal is nothing

ciples and their assiduous application.
which | must attach the chief importance.

his own pur- | minds are filled with ideats, and those
poses, and makes them his tools.
they never get beyond the stage of ad-
miration, or at most a sort of jvelleity

ing it.
lusion
others, who actnated by a like aspira-
tion, do really make efforts towards its
attainment ; but who, through want of
strength, or perhaps through difficul-
tics of temperament and circumstances,
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The readers of this paper will be pleased to learn
Jat there is at least one dreaded disease that science
as been able to cure in all its stages, and that 1s
atarrh. Hall's Cat ‘ure i the only positive
J fraternity. Catarrh
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siples which we have set our heart upon

Jse than the cherishing of these prin-
It is this second item to which we

There are plenty of people whose

ften of the most exalted kind. But

a wish to have it, but an indisposi-
tion to go through the labor of attain-
This is a bogus idealism—a de-
and a spare, But there are

make a poor show for their exertions.
Nevertheless the genuine thing begins

black beaver freshened up for another
year's service.
when you see it, for it is a dear old part-
ner of several years' standing,” was the | wi
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conduct, grasped firmly by the mind,
branded in consciousness, brooded over,
elevated into a standard of action, and
applied habitually to circumstances as
they arise. A principle means: some-
thing more than a rule. By a rule we
generally mean some cut-and-dried
positive enactment defining in clear
terms what shall be done and what shall
not be done under certain circum-
stances. Its application is rigidly
according to the letter; and it is only
necessary to understand what the rule
says in order to exeoute it. Given this
intelligence, and the disposition to
obey, the rule works just like a slot-
machine—put in the coin, and out
comes the cigarette or stick of choco
late. So inlike manner, whenever the
circumstances contemplated in the rule
arise, it is merely a matter of implicit
obedience to carry it out. If under un-
usual circumstances the execution of
the rule becomes impossible or unad-
visable, the rule is broken, even though
advisably and justifiably. It is quite
otherwise with principles. A principle
is some great general idea to be under-
stood aceording to its spirit, and to be
applied with discretion. If circum-
stances arise under which it is de-
sirable to leave the principle aside,
the principle itself is not broken. For
it is of the nature of a principle to be
discretionary in its application ; and
the laying of it aside is in fact nothing
else but the bringing of some other and
more radical principle to bear on the
case, to which the more subordinate
principle must give place. This point
will engage our attention more in de-
tail in the sequel. At present it is
enongh to have indicated it. We may
add that principles and rules can shade
off into one aaother; and that the same
maxim can become either a prineiple
or a rule aceording as it is conceived
rigidly in the letter or elastically in
the spirit—or again, according as it is
applied mechanically or with delibera-
tive discretion.

THE MEANING OF IDEALS,
Treating of prineiples brings us to
the questionof ideals. By an ideal we
mean some type of excellence which
we imagine as possible or desirable,
and which we aspire to realize in our
life. There can be bad and good ideals,
healthy and morbid ideals, possible and
impossible ideals. Ideals are formed
in various ways, but always empirioally.
Sometimes they are suggested by read-
ing about some towering personality,
such as Napoleon or Newmau ; some-
times they are made up piecemeal out
of the different qualities which we have
come across in our living fellow-mea,
which we admire and would fain imitate
and which we gradually join together
and construct into a whole. However
it comes about, the resuitaut ideal is
always reducable to certain type of
character —and character, as we have
seen, is life dominated by principles.
So in the end it comes to this. Our
ideal reduced to definite terms, is

 Free To You

for one month's trial—the most
wonderful washing machine ever

stances and the capacity of the subject
will allow.

2, Character is life dominated by
principles, as distinguished from life | ¢
dominated by mere impulses from within

3. Principles are ethical concep-
tions deeply rooted in the mind, ele-
vated into standards of conduct, and
consistently applied to life.

4. A collection of principles cover-
ing all departments of life constituves
an ideal. A man of prineiples is there-
fore a man with an ideal.
5. There cannot be character with-
out some ideal, but there can be an
ideal without character. To be effec-
tive, an ideal must not be merely
pictured, admired and longed for. It
must be embodied in a set of definite
principles dominating life, and then it
will result in character.
6. The great business of training
therefore is, first, to lay before the
child the best and noblest possible
ideal ; secondly, to get that ideal
stamped into his mind in the conerete
form of sound principles ; thirdly, so
firmly to establish the habit of acting
according to those principles that it
will last for the rest of his life—From
The Examiner, Bombay, India.

OUR BOYS AND GIRLS.
THE STORY OF MARGARET'S COAT.

“ (O dear, I suppose I'll have to wear
this coat another winter. For father is
sick and BEd is out of work. But I hate
the old thing !"
Margaret picked ber coat off a chair,
held it out for inspection,and then threw
it down again. e
Just then the door opened and her
mother came into the room.
“ Looking the old coat over, dear i
her mother remarked ; and Margaret
heard a sigh float over to the window
where she stood. *I had hoped to see
my daughter wearing a new coat, this
winter,” her mother went on to say, in
her gentle voice, as'she walked over to
the window and laid a caressing arm
around her daughter's slim waist.
“ Never mind, mother dear, she .aid.
“I'm going to brush up the old thing
and with new cuffs and collar, I think
we can be chums again for another year,
all righu.”
“ My brave little daughter " was the
mother's loving comment as she turned
away, and left Margaret to rejoice that
she had been able to keep from her
mother the bitter disappointment that a
young girl feels so keenly when obliged
to forego some long-anticipated pleas-
ure.
Her naturally sunny nature did not
leave her long in the duinps, however,
and before the day was over Margaret
had put aside all disagreeable thoughts
of the old coat she had to wear .nother
winter.
At school, as usual, the girls had be-
gun to talk over the new clothes they
were going to have ; and as a group of
them were discussing this subject, one
moruing, before school had been called

foot of the bed, so transformed that she
scarcely recognized it. Brushing and [ n
pressing will do mueh for the shabbiest | a

received even more attention.
and mere eircumstances from without, | Sprang to her eyes as she thought of the | back in good season,” was the merry
many hours her mother must have spent
over it to give it the attractive appear-
ance it now presented. Seams had been | athletic sports, started her sled down
taken, much of its length removed, col- | t!
lar and cuffs of soft gray beaver,a fur | t
that had once adorned a coat of her
mother's had been added; and altogether,

such a change that it was difficult, even
for her to recognize it. foot of the hill it bounced over a “thank- .
you-marm " that sent it over the fence o

and left Margaret hanging by her coat
collar, from one of the pickets. But the
pretty

but Margaret's coat had | a
Tears

f garments;

Margaret's “old chum ™ had undergone

“How poor mother much have labored
over this!” she mused. * How did she
ever find time to do it, with all ber other
duties !"

took a clean white apron from the
drawer and tying it as she went, hur-

ried into her father's room, where she

found her mother stepping quietly

about with a tired look upon her patient

face that swiftly brightened into a smile
when Margaret appeared in the door-

WaY.

“1 have come to thank you, mother

dear, for making my old coat so present-

able,” she said, tenderly kissing her

mother's pale cheek. *1'm not at all

sure that a new one would have pleased

me better.” i
“]am glad that it pleases you, dear.

It was a great disappointment not to

have been able to give you a new one,

her mother answered, ** but doctor’s bills

must be paid, first, and"—

“Ngt another word of apology, mother,

mine,” continued Margaret, stepping to
her father's bedside, and re urning his
tender greeting with a fond smile, “If 1
caunot make a little sacrifice for father

I am not the right sort of daughter. I

wonder 1 have not thought of making

myself useful, pefore,” she ran on, stop-

ping a minute to straighten the sheet

before she took the duster from her
mother's hand and began to step lightly
from table to chair in her effort to put
into execution her newly-formed resolu-
tion.

The days that followed were busy ones
for Margaret. In her father’s sick room
she proved a veritable sunbeam.

« Margaret is getting to be a very
capable little nurse,” her father re-
marked one day, after one of her cheer-
ing visits.

“Yes, a great change has come over
the child, of late,” the mother made
answer, as, with a tender light in her
eye, she watched from the window, the
lithe young figure tripping down the

street to meet one of her schoolmates.
‘Yes, Margaret certainly has changed,”’
her father assented.

«“She has been taking a load of care
from me, for the last few weeks. 1t
must have been a great disappointment
to the child not to have a new coat, this
winter, although she met it as bravely
as a woman would have done. The

to order, Margaret joined the group.
“ Margaret is going to have a new
coat, she told me soa long time ago,”
announced Amy Acton, as she caught
sight of her.

[ it going to be long,or short, loose,
or tight-fitting 2 Do tell us, Margaret,
dear,” coaxed Helen Ober, encireling
Margaret's waist and peering archly
into her face.
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was on.

Margaret's sled flew on.

y i
Suddenly Margaret's lips straightened | was the coat. Margaret's face was sad, Why not‘ decorate your ehnm_h or 7 U
{uto a line of determination. “ How | indeed, when she returned home, half an | house for Easter when the ocost is ko Y B R
thoughtless 1 have been 1" ghe ejacu- | hour later, to tell of the unfortunate sma_ll ? We are givmg 'spoeh[ prices ' |
lated, as she puiled her arms hastily | ending of the anticipated coasting ““Fll lﬁk?wr. B_agt.er LIEIBB p.!nm, 500. el B
from the coat, tossed it upon the bed, | party. a doz.; Baster Lilies frosted, 75¢. a doz; d

and 1 had grown to love it so 1" she

Go andenjoy yourself, You
eed not hurry howme ; supper is planned
nd ready to set on the table,” encour-

45 8T- VINCENT ST. in she rear, TORONTO

ged her mother, “ Not after y bt i
N it ok " = . Not you spent so mueh patiew 1 |
Thank you, mother dear. I'll be | 1abor over it, mother dear,” was the lov- ! l‘

ing rejeinder. “Fdon’t beliove I ever R
Margaret, always a ring-leader in all shall prise a'um.ihur SouS :.ml Bav growa i
5 et bt to prize this,” she continned ruefully, .‘
je ' > .
he hill slope with a bright challenge to viewing remnants of Rer torn eoat. A
he rest to follow, and then the race When Margaret stood arrayed in the ey
new coat, which In due time took &)
place of the old ene, she still insi
that it was not half so dear. * Motber
sewed her love into that obd ene, you
know,” she said fondly. 4

“ Look out, Margaret ! the fence "
All too late came the warning call.

Toward the

Easter Decoratioms. g
fur was torn past repair, and so
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“ My dear old chum is ruined, mother,

cried.

“1 thought you hated the *horrid
old thing,’ her mether said, with an odd
little smile; for she had heard her
daughter's passionate outburst several
weeks previous, although Margaret
herself had not been aware of it.
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