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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.

Edison the Wonder Boy.

“I'l1 tell you how I happened to get
into telegraphing first,’” said Thomas
Kdison toa representative of Pearson's
Magasine. ‘“When the battle of
Pittenurg Landing was fought, the first
report which reached Detroit an-
nounced that there were sixty thousand
killed and wounded.

“] was » train mewsboy then, and 1
told the telegraph opsrator at the
Detroit station that it he would wire
the main facts of the battle along the
line, so that announcements could be
put up on the station bulletin boards,
1 would give Harper's Weekly to him
for six months free of cost.

] used to sell about forty news
papers on the trip. This time I made
up my mind that Lought to takea thous
and, but when I counted my money I
found I had only enomgh to buy four
buadred.

®Then it occurred to me thatif I
could get to Wilber F.S8torey, the.pro-
prietor of the Detroit Free Press. I
might be able to work out of my diff-
culty. 1 climbed up the stairs to his
ofice and said : »

# *Mr, Storey I have only got money
enough to buy four hundred papers,
and [ wantsix hundred more. I thought
I might get trusted for them I'm &
newsboy.! I got my thousand papers,
all right.

“ That was a great day for me. At
the first station the crowd was so big
that I thought it was an excursion
crowd. Baut no; when the people
canght sight of me they began to yell
for papers. I jast dombled the price
on the spot, aud charged ten cents
instead of five cents a copy.

“When I got to the last station I
jamped the price up to twenty-five
cents a copy, and sold all I had left. [
made seventy five or a hundred dollars
in that one trip, and I tell you I felt
wighty good.

“That called my attention to what a
telegraph operator could do. 1thought
to mysell that telegraphing was simply
great, and I made up wy miod to be
€Ome AN OPerator as soon as pos:ible.

“The first serious thing I invented
was & machine which would coumnt the
votes in Congress ina very few mo
ments, It was a good machive, too, but
when I took it to Washington they
sald to me:

¢+ Young man, that's the last thing
we want here! Filibustering and the
delay in counting the voteare the only
means %o have of defeating bad legis-
lasion.”

My next practical invention was the
quadruplex telegraph. I started in to
work it on the Atlantic and Pacific
telegraph line between Rochester and
New York, but there was a chump at
the other end of the wire, and the
demonstration ended in a fizzle. [t was
years before the quadruplex was

adepted.

#That landed me in New York with-
oub a ceat in my pocket. I went to an
operator and managed to borrow a dol
lar. I lived on that for a week, but I
bhad to ‘park it' a little. Oh, I dida't
wind it, and I never did care much
abeut eating, anyhow,

“Then [ hustied for something to do.
I eould have got a job as an operator
at $90 a month, but I wanted a chance
te do something better. I happened
one day into the office of a ‘gold ticker’
company which had about five hundred
snbscribers.

+/[ was standing beside theapparatus
when it gave a terrific rip-roar and
suddenly stopp-d. In a few minutes
hundreds of messenger boys blocked np
the doorway and yelled for some one
te Ax the tickers in their offize. The
man in charge of the placo was simoly
Sabbergasted, so I stepped up bo him
and said :

] think I know whai’s the matter.’

#] slmply had to remove a loose con-
taet spring which had fallen betxeen
the wheels. The recult was that [ was
cmployed to take charge of the service
ad $300 amonth. Ia!moss fainted when
I1bheard how much salary I was to got.

“Phen I joined bands with a man
named Callabhan, and we got up several
improved types of stock tiekers. Tnese
improvements were a sRCcess,

**When the day of settlement for my
inventions approached, I began to won
der how much money I would get. I
was pretty raw aod kmew pothing
about business, bat I hope that I might

god $5,000.

o] dreamed of what I eould do with
big mouey like that, of she $ools and
other things I eould buy %0 work cut
laventions ; bus [ knew Wall street to
be a pretty bad pliee, and had a
general suspicion that » man was apt
te get beat out of his money there. So
I tried to keep my hopes down, bat
the thoughs of $06,C00 kept rising in

mind.

* Well, one day T was sent for by the
president ol the Gold and Btoek Tele
graph Oumpany to talk about a settle
ment for my improvements. He was
General Marshall L« flerts, eolonel of
the Seventh Regiment.

o tell you, I was trembling all over
with embarrassment, and when I got in
bis presence my vision of $5 000 begao
te vanish. Whea he asked me bow
mach I wanted, I was alraid to speak.
1 feared that if T menticned $5,000 I
might get nothiog.

*That was one of the most painfol
and exolting moments of my life. My!
how 1 beat my braios to kmow what to
say. Fioally I said:

“ ‘Suppose you make me an offer.’

#By that time I was seared. I was
more than scared—1 was paralyzed.

*‘How would $40,000 do ¢’ asked
Qeneral Leflerts.

¢ It was all | could do to keep my
face straight and my knees from giving
way. I was afraid he would hear my
heart beat.

** With a great effort T safd that I
guessed that would be all right. He
sald they would have the contract
ready im a few days and I could come
back and sign it. In the meantime I
scarcely slept. I couldn’s believe it,

‘““When I went back the eontract ]

was read, and I signed it in & hurry. I
don't know even now what was in it.
A check for $40 000 was banded me,

It was the first time I was ever in-
side of a bank. I got in line and when
my turn came [ handed in my check.
Of course, I had not indorsed it.

*The teller looked at it, then pushed
it back to me and roared out some
thing which I coold not understand,
being partly deaf. My beart sunk and
my legs trembled. I handed the check
back to him, but again he pushed it
back with the same unintelligible ex

plosion of words.

** That settled it. I went out of the
bank feeling miserable. I was the vie-
tim of another Wall street ‘skin game.’
I never felt worse in my life.

*[ went around to the brother of the
treasurer who had drawn the checkand
said : ‘I'm skinned, all right.’

“ When I told bim my story, he burst
out laughing : and when we went into
the treasurer's office to explain matters
there was a loud roar of laughter at my
expense. They sent somebody to the
bank with me, and the bank offizials
thought it so great a joke that they
played a trck on me by paying the
whole $40,000 in ten, twenty acd ffoy-
dollar bills.

* It made an enormons pile of money.
I stuffed the bills in my inside pockets
and outsid» pockets, my trousers pock

ets, and everywhere I counld put them.
Then I started for my home in Newark.
[ wouldn't sit on a seat with anybody
on the train por let anybody approach
me. When I got to my room I couldn’t
sleap for fear of being robbed.

¢ So the next day I took it back to
General Lefferts and told him I didn't
kaow where to keep it. He had it
placed ia a bauk in my credit, and that
was my first bank account. With that
money [ opened a new shop and worked
ovt new apparatus,

“My antomatic telegraph, which han-
dled a thonsand words a minute be-
tween New York and Washington, was
brought ont by Jay Gould and the
Western Union Company. It is in lizi

gation yet.

“ Then the quadruplex was installed.
[ sold that to Jay Gould and Western
Union Company for $30,000. The next
invention was the mimeograph, a copy
ing machine.

“ When Ball got out his telephone
the transmitter and receiver were one,
Professor Orton, of the Western Union
Company, asked me to do something to
make the telephone a commercial suc

cess,

¢ [ tackled it and got up the present
transmitter. The Western Union Com-
pany eventually made willions of dol-
laes out of it. I got $100,000 for it.
At last President Orton seat for me
and said : ‘Young man, how much do
you want in full payment for all the in
ventions you bave given the Western
Uaion Company 2"’
“I had $40 000 in my mind, bat my
tongue wouldn't move. I hadn't the
nerve to name such a sum.
s*Make me an offer, 1 ventnred.
“‘How would $100,000 seem to you?"
he asked
“[ almost fell over. It made me
dizay, but I kept my face and answered
with as much coolness as I could muster,
that the offer appeared to be a fair
one Then another thought occurred
to me, and I said that I would accept
$100,000 if the Company would pay me
in seventeen yearly irstallments.
«] kne» that if I got it all at onoe it
would soon go in experiments. It took
me seventeen years to get that money,
and it was one of the wisest things I
ever did. By putting a check on my
extravagance I al #ays had funds.”
Mr. Edison’s deafness is directly due
to his early love of science. When he
was & newsboy on the train he used
to carry on experiments at leisure mo
ments. One day a bottle of phosphorus
became uncorked and set the car on
fire. The indignant conductor boxed
the ears of the youthlul scientist and
threw the boy and his paraphernalia off
the train. It was this box on the ears
which caused the deafness which has
troubled him ever since.
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OUR BOY3 AND GIRLS.
Digging Vor Apples,

A man was laboriously digging in
the earth. He bad already made a
hole in which half the length of his leg
disappeared, and was making it stull
deeper. OChildren were playing near
by. Born curious, they approached
vhe man at *ork and asked, ** What are

you digging for "’

sApples,’’ answered he.

Unanimously the you:hlul flock burst
into homeric laughter. * He is diggiog
tor apples] Wpat a jokel . . .
Apples in the gromnd ! He must be
thinkiog of prtatoes! . . Butapples
—it is tootuony! . . hs, ha, hal”

**Oan't you see that he is laughing at
us 2"’ said one of the more shrewd
among the company. “Let us go
along and leave him to his apples.’’

** Laoghing at you ? '’ answered the
man. *indeed not, children. What 1
tell you is positive fact. There is
neither jike in it, nor not zemse. I am
digging this hole in order to have
appies, and if you will wait & moment,
you will understand.”

*‘Let us wait, then, and we shall see
whether they are crabs or leather:
coats he will dig up.

After taking vut a few more spade-
fals of earth, the man thought the hole
sufficiently deep, dumped into it & bas
ketiul of rich soil, wert off, and ve
tarped bringing a little sapling, which
he careiully planted, beneath the at-
tentive eyes of the children.

The operation completed, he said to
them: *‘You see, I told yon the trath.
In two or three years from now this
young apple tree will blossom. The
tollowing amtumn it will bear (fruic.
You shall come and taste the apples
with me."”

Those who work for the fature are
often the batt of mockery. Their
efforts seem absurd and sterile. The
short-sighted call them fools, Bat
they are not troubled by this. They
know that if they would one day see
golden, juioy fruit swingiog above
their heads, they must begin by dig
ging & hole in tho earth, — Our Young
People.

The Girl Who Makes ¥riends

and T went to the baok as fash as m.y
feet would oarry me. ’

/

J

foto a room like a sea breeze, fresh,
laughing, nodding right and left with
happy impartiality. Sbe is ready for
anything, and never throws cold water
on your plans.
She generally sees the funny side of
things, and she has such a whole-
hearted way of describing them that
you feel as if you had seen them your-
self. She does not retail gossip though
and sha does not know how to be spite-
ful, or sareastie, or bitter, and she
never exaggerates to produce an im:
pression.
She knows how to be clever and
fuony without beiog unkind, or un-
truthful, or coarse. She likes every-
body, not considering it is her duty to
suspect anyone of evil until they have
been proved good.
She prefers to consider the world
good and bonest uctil ic proves itselt
otherwize. She always gets along, for
she has {riends everywhere. Her heart
is big enough to contain everybody,
and she never forgets her friends or is
forgotten by them.— Church Progress.
Never Too Slow.

It is wonderful how much one's feel
ings bave to do with the way time
seems to pass. Il one is in a hurry to
finish something by a certain hour, the
minutes seem to N1y too fast. If one is
waitivg impatiently for the hour to
strike, the very seconds seem to creep.
Is it not s0 ?
“ I am sure that clock is tuo slow !"
erfes Harry, waiting for the time to
come when he may go out on a pro
mised pleasure trip.
*No, my boy, the elock is not too
slow. Your feelings are too fast, that
is all.”” mamma says, “You are in a
hurry, but that does not hurry the
clock. It goes on just the same, and
at the right time it will strike.
It is one of the hardest things in the
world to be patient when one wants a
thing very much. Ooe may be wish
ing earnestly for something that is
really a good thing, but he wants it
now, and wonders why he must wait.
There are young people who are in a
hurry to be older, to be grown vp, and
to have the things which they think
will belong to them then. They can
hardly wait.
It is a great blessing that God does
not allow His good things to be snatch
ed before the time. KEverything that
is good is coming as fast as He thinks
best. As one has wisely said, ** God's
clock is never too slow.” — Catlolic
News.

The Boys We All Like.
The boy who never makes fan of old
age, no matter how decrepid or unfor
tunate or evil it may be,’’ God's hand
rests lovingly on the aged head.
The boy who never cheats or is un
fair in his play. Cheating is contewp
tible anyw~here and at any age. His
play should strengthen, not weaken,
his character.
The boy who never calls anybody
bad names, no matter what anybody
calls hin. He cannot throw mud and
keep his own hands clean.
The boy who is never cruel. He has
no right to hurt even a fly needlessly.
Cruelty is the trait of a bally ; kindli-
ness is the mark of a gentleman.
The boy who never lies. FKrven
white lies leave black spots on the
character.
The boy who never makes fun of a
companion because of a mistortune he
could not help.
The boy who never hesitates to say
no when asked to do a wrong thing.
The boy who never quarrels. When
your tongue gets uanruly, lock it in.
The boy who never forgets that God
made him to be a joyous, loving, lov
able, helptal being.—BE. C. O:phan
Friend.

CONVERTS AND CONFESSION.

As some well meaning non- Catholios
feel a great deal of needless alarm and
anxiety about confession. It may be
well to remark :

1. That we are bound to confess
only mortal sine, that is, grievous sins
which ** kill the soul,” by depriving it
of the grace of God, which after self:
examination can be called to mind.
OQur venial zios, that is, lesser faults,
which, ‘¢ though they offend God, do
pot kill the soul,’”’ we are not bound to
confess, althotgh it is recommended to
do so. Holy Communion, an act of con-
trition, or a fervent aoct of love of
God, suffices through the merits of
Onrist, without sacramental confession,
to cleanse the soul from the stain of
veonial sin.

2. That it is not required of us to
mention each sin of the same sort or
kind in detail, bat the sins of one kind
may be mentioned together; for example
the penitent confessing may say: I
accuse myself of haviog been guilty of
grievous disobedier ce to my father or
mother, or of having given way to
ureat spiteful anger, about so many
times, '’ stating according to the best
of one's beliet, atter careful examina
tion the number ; and thus also of
other mortal sins., A circnmstance
which may cause a venial sinto bacome
mortal, or a sin of one kind to become
a vin of another kind must also be de
olared.

3 That if we are unable to re-
member the exact number of our sins,
it is enough to state the probable num
ber to the best of our reeollection and
jndgment, saylog: I bave committed
that sin, about sv wany times a day,s
week, or & month. In faet, we are
bound to reveal our c« | to the

who would be bound, in honor never
to reveal a word of what was con-
fessed, surely they would easily over-
come their natural dislike to self ae
cussation in order to purchase life and
liberty. So a Christian ought not to
consider it too hard a condition of
forgiveness to have to confess to any

priest he wmay choose, who has the
authority, called ** faculty, '’ from his
Bishop to hear confessions, and who

is most solemnly bound, not only in
honor, but in conscience, by the law
of God, by the positive law of the
Chureh, to the wmost sacred and in-
violable secrecy with regard to what
he hears in sacramental coufession.
The penitent sinner will not think it
too hard to make confession of his sins
if he only considers the punishment
his sins have deserved, the sufierings
which our Saviour underwent for his
sins, the forgiveness he receives, his
rescue from the slavery of satan, and
his restoration to the friendship of God,
and what a great folly it is for the sake
of sparing himself a little shame here

to eterual shame hereafter.

Jesus Christ shed His pr cious blood
to the last drop, in the midst of the
most cruel torments on the Cross, to
provids for us sinners an overflowing
foontain of salvation in the sacrament
of penance—the saerament of reconeil-
iation.
life giving sacrament, on the plea that

To refuse to make use of this

pature, is nnworchy of a Christian, |
Jonfession is not alter all so bard in ‘
practice as some not accustomed to it
may imagine. With God's grace and |
the assistance of your confessor, added .

to your own good dispositions, econ- |
fession becomes surprisingly easy and
consoling.

How many econverts there are who

though in alarm before making their
confession have afterwards exclaimed :
“ And is that all ? Had I only known
how easy it is, I wounld not have en
dured upon my conscience the barden
of #in 50 long, put off my receptioa into
the Catholie Church, Toank God now
I feel an unspeakable peace.’’

Cardinal Newman feelingly observes
on this point :

“ How many are the souls in dis
tress, anxiety, or loneliness, whose one
need is to find a being to whom they
can pour out their feelings unheard by

the world | Tell them out they must ;
they cannot tell them out to those
whom they see every hour. They

want to tell them and not to tell them;
and they want to tell them out, yet be
as if they be mot told ; they wish to
tell them to one who is strong
enough to bear them, yet not too
strong to despise them ; they wish to
tell them to une who can at once
advise and sympathize with them ;
they wish to relieve themselves of a
load, to gain & solace, to receive the
assurance that there is one who tbinks
of them, and one to whom they cam
recur, to whom they can betake them-
gelves, if necessary, from time to time,
while they are in the world. How
many & Protestant's heart would leap
at the news of such a benefit, putting
aside all distinct ideas of = sacra-
mental ordinance, or of a grant of
pardon and the conveyance of grace |
If there is & heavenly idea in the Cath-
olie Chureh, looking at it simply as
an idea, surely, next after the Blessed
Sierament, coofession is such. And
such is it ever found in fact-—the very
aot of kneeling, the low and contrite
voice, the Sign of the Cross haoging,
80 to say, over the head bowed low,
and- the words of peace and blessing
Oh, what a soothing charm is there,
which the world can neither give nor
take away. Oh | what piercing, heart
subduing tranquility, provoking tears
of joy, is poured aldost substantialiy
and physically upon the soul, the oil
uf gladoess, as Seripture calls it, when
the penitent at length rises, his God
reconciled to him, his sins rolled away
for ever ! This is confession as it is
in fact.”

Oa the oscagion of the visit of the
Kwng of the Hellenes to Rome, the
Pope, says the Lokal Anzeiger, made
his Majesty a most original present.
Hearing that the King was an enthusi
astic collector of curious objects, his
flolinesy presented him with the return
tioket from Venice to Rome, purchased
to attend the conclave. This ticket
he conld not use owing to his being
clected Pope. With the ticket the
Pope gave the King a certificate in
writing of its authenticity.

Why Pay 81

a dozen for carnations when you can
buy the artificial ones in any color, four
dozen for $1 00, chrysanthemums and
American beauty roses, Easter lilies,
50 centsa dozen. Our goods are xold in
over two hundred stores in Canada.
Flowers, any colors preferred. Ad
dress, The Brantford Artificial Flower
., Branttord, Box 45 14724

A Feartul Case. 9

TwoawniLy, Ont. Nov. 29, 1808,
Por five years I had been sufiering from falling

priest as we know il oarselves, there
and then stating the things as certain,
those doubtiul as doubtful, and the
probable number as probable; for God
does not require impossibilities, but
only what we can offer, namely, sio
cer ty and ordinary diligence.
Qounfession fairly explained, and
rightly understood, i not so difficult
as some imagine it to be.
Oonfessivn is the healing medicine
of the soul, and we wunst not wonder
that, in the Providence of God, it is
somewhat bitter ; yet we ought to be
ready to use it for ouc soul’s health,
as wo take a medicine for the good of
the body, however distastefiml that
m:dicine may be.
If prisoners condemnéd to death
were offered release on oondition that

The girl who makes friends where.

ever she goes is deligatful, She comes

and my case was & bad one. Doclors
4id wet do me & particle of good, but Pastor Koe-
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fall Just where 1
soseverely that
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wany as seven fits e day, wou
[ and sometimes:
h{ own folks would
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wished 1 were dead
ln{nl om account of
able to do a full day's Wik

“ﬁ" Nerve vouic Lo thank for my health,
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cernin
larly a ecelve its benefits

BERT HOF®

icted to try it am

Poor patients also
free.

aow by the
KOENIG MED. CO., CHICAGO, ILL

they mwake confession of their mis-
deeds, in secret to ome of the judges,

Agents in Canada :—Tug LYMAN Bros. & Co.
LTp., TORONTO,
Co,, L, tp,, MONTREAL,

|

ia confessing his sins to expose himsell ‘\
|

|

LABORE
| 4 -
to confess to & priest is disagreeable to | v. &

body that 1 often
not get work from
[¢kness, but now 1 am
My comrades that
wsed to shun me are friendsagain, and 1am as
well as 1 ever was and have oniy Pastor ll(ne-

am
ing to anawer all enquiries or letters con-
lhlnfrnl nmcd{{‘ and urge those simi.
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A Valuable Book on Nervous Diseases

and a Sample bottle to any address

ret the medicine

Prepared by the REV. FATHER

Kornio, of Fort Wayue, Ind., since 1876, and

@old by Druggists at £1.00 per hottle Afor 500,
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fibres and makes them separate. All
wash up the dirt with water.
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house cleaning. It’s & pure, hard soap of the highest
grade, and costs no more than common Kinds,
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By Cardinal Wiseman
Paper, 30c ; Cloth, €0c., post paid
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,kl.\“ :‘ 2 i 13

JOHN FERGUSUN & SONS
180 King Street
} Londing Un ers and HKmbalmor
Open Night and Day
Telophone—House, 373 ; Factory, 513

Puaos e 586

D. A, STEWARD [
Bucoeesor ta John T
Foneral l)lr’otur
Charges mo
wight. Resld

104 Dundas Bt.
Gxo. K, Loaan, Asst

honson
Fin bhalmer

Open day and
on premises
"Phone 459

EMORIAL

AVAS

| ART GLASS

= ! H.E.ST.CEORGE

London, Canada
GRANITE
& MARBLLE

" Reasonable,

Artistic Design,  Prics
\The D. wﬁlﬁf RANITE CO.

493 RICHMOND STREET, LONDON

LEGRAPHY

TAUGHT QUICKLY

ng and accouling taughi

Write for catalogue

J. CLANCY, Brantford Telegraph Scheol,

il

Cor. Colborne and Queen Sts

OKEEFES |
Liquid Extractof Mair |

I3 mads frgm the besb
Canadian 'M‘lvy Maln

and Eng Hopa; and
18 put in 16 ounoe
bottle o retall at 250

por tle, whilo others §
at e same price con-

n only 13 and 14

cos, e, por dozen
,‘ allowed for O'Keefe's
<4 | empty bottles when re
)- | turred, thus making
‘l 1 | * O'Keefe's” the most
e sconomical Malt Kxtraob
j made
Refuse all substitates
5 : gald to be just as good
W, LLOYD WOOD, Wholesale Drogglse
tieneral Agent, TORONTO
(UYL TEVLIOTETENETYETTevTr FEREs ey '“uu.u“
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%2 JUST RECEIVED

Beautiful
Lace #»~
Pictures

RTED SUBJECTS
Size 3x4) 1o per doz
E © 24x3) in
3 1 %23 ins?
3 GOLORED PICTURE:
£ Plain Edge. Assorted S
3 Size 24 x4} ins.—1bc. per doz.

$1.00 per hundre
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Rosaries

Nineteen inches in length. =5  Post-pa

i
S0 Cents
CATHOL!C RECORD, LONDON, ONT




