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.. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE
is published every Thursday.
It is impartial and independent of all cliques or'parﬁes. handsomely
u

illustrated with original en vings, and furnishes the most
‘€ information for farmers, dairy-

practical, reliable and profita
men, gardeners, stockmen and home-makers, of any publication
in Canada.

& TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION._In Canada, England, Ireland
and Scotland, $1.50 per year, in advance ; $2.00 per year when
not paid in advance. nited States, $2.50 per year; all other
countries 12s.; in advance.

& ADVERTISING RATES.—Sin~le insertion,

25 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnish.

on application.

arrearages must be made as required by law.

& THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

& REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

» THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

& ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In

every case the FULL NaAME and POST-OFFICE ADDRESS MUST
BE GIVEN.

& WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS RE
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $:1 must

#ss. LETTERS intended for publication should
side of the paper only.

as. CHANGE OF ADDRESS, —Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P. 8 address.

=a WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
W, 5 .

UIRED to Urgent
enclosed.

be written on one

matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improve THg
FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HoMeE MaGazIng, Descriptions of
New Grains, Vegetables not generally known.
Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved ethods of
ultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions sent us
must not be furnished other Papers until after they have
appeared in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on
receipt of postage.
 ALL COMM UNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected

with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limrrep),
LonDON, CANaDA.
e e ——

selected for the occasion, who

discuss various

topics of the day (except political questions)

The gathering on Dominion Day was ga large

one. The day was fine, although somewhat heavy

and threatening in the morning, and it

We

was ©en
joyed by old and young were specially fan
ored this year by having the Provincial Minister
of Agriculture, Hon. J_
the address of the day, and referred to the

sibility ol doing more for

Allard, with us, who gave
Pos
our country roadways
the increased subsidy was As it
was his the Province,
he spoke

when received.
first visit to this section of

in glowing tenms of
industry, thrift and inlvllhgvm'v

the appearance o1

ol our farmers
It was hoped the gold medal, won by  our
Young stockman, R. R. Ness, o Howick, and the
other seven silver medals coming to this section

in the Reward of Merit Provincial-farms com
petition, would have been presented the successful
competitors, hut Somechow  they ddy ot come to
hand in time, which wie a disappointment The
picnic was held in (he beautiml yaple Lrove  of
Wm. Greig, Cairnside

Since last writing, we hyve had copious show
ers, refreshing all verdore wWonderfully and  all
vegetation has made mirked Progress Hay will
be a light crop, but the quality will he exceellont
cutting, which usually commences about July 1s¢.
will be ten or twelve duvs 1y qor Grafi & g eong
color, but at date o WELLINES promises (o he short
Corn and roots did not <y well owing () {he
exceedingly dry. hot wearhe and there gpe 4
number of misses Where these have hag o good
start, they have come ahead ek L A
fields of corn are now b inches hich. Lt
they are the exception, v (. e Notatoes
have come on well Grass Lands aee 10 .
consequently the milk low o Below s het
usually is at this scason Urices Yor niii [y
ucts are good, although dvoppine o iy

L

had been badly cut up Iy

scraped the surface oof

the edges ol

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

THE INVENTOR OF THE SPLIT - LOG DRAG.

Missouri is the State whose nalives are sup-
posed, as the slang phrase goes, ‘“ to require to
be shown,”” but in D. Ward King, of Holt Co.,
the inventor of the split-log drag, she produced a
man who has returned the compliment, by show-
ing the rest of America how to make good earth
roads without money, or, if the volunteer labor
be counted, as it should be, at a cost of four to
six dollars per mile per year. Mr. King is a
farmer, and has lived on one farm, he says, for
twenty-five years. At least, he was living on it
till the work of the split-log drag made
famous and created a demand lor
the lecture platforms. When he

him
his services on
went to Holt

County, the roads were simply trails over the
country. Later they were fenced in and made in-
to highways. This was the starting of bad
roads. Rain and travel made them bad. They
soon became lower than the adjoining land, and
served as ditches. Our friend studied the road

question, becoming what he calls a road crank

He heard of a road machine in the East— a re-
versible grader. He procured but it did
not answer the purpose. One spring day in 1896
he hitched to a cheap contrivance
thing like a three-rung ladder, and, stepping onto
it, drove the his

front gate and back, one horse ol the
each side of the right-hand rut, the drag follow-
Ing at an angle of about 45 degrees The road

Oone,

made some-

down road toward neighbor's

team on

D. Ward King.

Inventor of

the split-log drag

travel during 4 spell of
drying I'he drag
the rough voad, hroke downp

wet weather, and was just

the rut and deposited the
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ment. Since then he has been more
occupied in explaining and
simple method of roadmaking.
Notwithstanding his self-styled characterizg.
tion, the inventor of the drag is not g crank. [
does not claim that no means of road improve-
ment should be used except the split-log drag.
the contrary, he advises the
ing of a small percentage of
and argues that *
without stone on

and
demonstrat ing

More
thig

On
thorough macadam iz-

the leading high\\n'\‘s,
no community can afford t, do
its main thoroughfares When
land is worth thirty dollars per acre,
can be had within three miles.’
amize the whole or

and rock
But to macad-
even the greater part of the
road mileage under these conditions is pot desip-—
able. On the less-travelled roads, leave the earth
surface, and improve it bv dragging ten or twelve
times a year.

Mr. King is described as a man of splendid
physique, as well as mentality, and appears tqo
make a most favorable impression wherever he

delivers an address. He is the stamp of citizep
of whom we never have enough. A less enter-
prising man would have waded through the

mire
from year to year without cudgelling his brains
to find g remedy, and finally have sunk into g
seven-hyv-six-foot grave, leaving his children and

neighbors to do the same. A less thoroughgoing
man would have been content with improvingr the
road a little, and letting it go at that. Not so
with Mr. King. He knew he had hit upon g good
thing, and made the most of it.  The result was
such striking improvement as to attract the gat-
tention of the State officiais, and since then of
the whole continent. There is a lesson in this
example for our yYoung men

A CALL TO STEADY OUR PACE.

For some time past financiers have
an unmistakable stringency

Available

experienced
in the money market .
scarce, rates of
Casting about for an explanation,
1s called to the fact that Canada’s
greatly exceeded
difference being made up in

capital
interest high

has been and

one’s attention

Imports have her exports, the

cash or |y borrowing
In so far as the deficiency of
been due to delay in the

seaboard,

abroad exports has

moving wheat

and
explanation
he to that

Crop is

crop

other produce to (h- this

may hold good, and the conditions wil]
when  the
Another cause of

favorable balance o]

extent relieveqd

marketed.

delayed
the

the

whom

finally
so-called
continued

un-
trade is
most of

influx
ol Hll!lll,‘{'l‘ilnlﬁ, are consumers be-

lore they produce much for export This factor,
however, while it bartially accounts for an excess

explain  to
the financial stringency,
the immigrants bring with them a

o 1mmports over exports, does not an

for many of
certain amount

equal extent

of money g

pay for their living, and this, so

long as it lasts, constitutes an Increase in the
virculating specie

The main cauge of the close money market in

Canada is that we have beep striking too fast a

pace, not only ip living higher than we used to

do, but in undertaking  pew enterprises  on a

gigantic scale, building

railroads, towns,
and Manulacturing

establishments faster
More gett lers,

more settlers,

cities

than our
means warrant more l‘;ll]]‘()utl.\i
has beey, the cry, and

and development work

more railroads,

other forms of constructive

loose earth  have likewise proceeded apace. This has gone on so

i the ruts and other  Jow Places, leaving it fast that Inuch of the lahor and material have nad
smooth The largest clods were moved to the to be imported, and we have pot been reaping the
center The road was better at once Arter  [ull benefit of the expenditure on development ac-
the next rain he repeated the operation. and has count. OF course, when all these enterprises he-
done so, or had his hinred man do so, with few gin to produce, we may expect easier times, but
exceptions, after every rain, to the present time there is o doubt that the bace has heen a«hnor-
The road continued to mprove, and hecame locgl- mally fast, ;nq therein lies (he trouble \lonth
Iy famous hecause It never got very bad, and be alter month sipce the new yYear opened the normal
cause 1t dried and became in fine condition sq ncrease in bhank deposits has fallen short of the
quickly after the rain ceased The first drag was normal merease in demands on  the hanks jor
made out ol an olg pump stock and some other  money ang credit, not o undertake new enter
stull I'he second season he made g drag out of prises, hut to complete those already undertasen
the trunk of an olg box-clder tree It was very  So it has heep necessary to lu)l‘l‘u\\‘ abroad: Lut %
crooked, but he split it, and made a lairly  good  here, again, the tremendous cconomic wgste en-
drag He used this for five rears and made hig tailed by the Boer and Russo Japianese wars have
road Tamous Not only was it Kept smooth and absorbed surplys Capital, hence we have 'een un-
hard, but it pLecame graded  so high that the able to borrow as readily . Parle e
neighbors  ohjectod, ang he had  to reduce a 'here g nothing really alarming in the Cana
little dian situation : it jg more wholesome than alarm-

The wonderfnl tmprayement  wrought Iy the 1ng Phe Dominion g stll on a perfectly sound
drag was hrought to the notice of Secretary s, fimancial bhasis, Lt the call is clear to \Imrkon our
othe Viseon State Board of \ericulture Who  DPace—to steady up, as it wepe This is a good
myesticated thorouehiy and then arranged with "““;J 'lnlli]"llln”\, It will engple us to reap
b Qo out into the Stgte fo the purpose  of ore benetit from the ey of national (h'\'«-l()[unn:xxt
Porcading  the information gamed Ly the exXper HoOwW under way




