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fe ide we would not advise it un-
hu%tdvz za-:: hag:i"l the experience of more of our
readers. The little quotations I have made will
whow you the information I got ouf of the first
column of the paper, so you will know I have
expanded mentally after going through the whole
affajr. 1 can remember when I used to read all
that good advice and vow that I would start
right in to improve conditions. I even once read
half way through the reports of Farmers’ Insti-
tutes for the Province of Ontario! Do you re-
:member along about June when some of us would
scbur the country at night to get a skeleton
squadron to go to camp, how sweet-tempered
some of our dear *Advocate’s artiCles made me.
Some poor hired man who had enjoyed : his two
weeks at camp would be induced fo write about
it. Some sharp-tongued female peace-advocate
would be turned loose on the soldier in the next
issue,” and anyone who was not convinced that
eternal peace was assured after she got through,
certainly took a very small view of the matter.
-Of course, anyone can tell from the patriotic
tone of the editorials in our paper now that the
editors, at least, were of a most war-like nature,
but those articles had to bLe published to show
the dangerous lethargy into which the country
was falling. o
““And then I have ahead of me a full evening’s
entertainmeit in the good old Family Herald. No
matter what course in life you take you will find
something fo interest you in this weekly edition.

If there is not a department in tne paper just
alonig your line, you can always read someone
else’'s and find it sufficiently interesting. No

wtrong views of any kind are forced on you. You
are provided with amusement and entertammer}t
of a kind that you can recommend to your wife’s
relations.

“Take the ‘Practical Agriculturist’ portion,
with which we are both, of course, most famijliar.
You get a nice range of topics: artificial ferti-
lizer, growing turnip seed, leaf hoppers (and why
they do it) and the Alkali lands of the West.
None of these are gone into too deeply, and it just
suits the farmer who knows that he runs into
trouble if he goes into the whys and wherefores
of the case. The city man reads the article and
grasps the whole thing; it tickles him to know
that without any actual experience h® has as
good a grasp of the science of agriculture as have
most farmers. In this issue, as is the rule, there
is a very plausible article on ‘Swiss Farming
Methods.’ It ends (this way, ‘Swiss thrift, if
once established in Canada and the United States,
would revolutionize agriculture.” Now, anybody
knows that the only things that are really farmed
in that bunch of crags are tourists. Anyone who
can live on a farm that you have to tie yourself
to, to keep from sliding off, has to be thrifty to
make a living. I will admit that they must
know how to bLreed goats fin that country, and
they must be whales to milk. I think climbing
around the mountains possibly hardens them
down until they give condensed milk that is
easily shipped, because Swiss milk chocolafe is
made everywhere.

“What interests me is to know
Canadian farmers want to be thrifty like Swiss
or German or Belgian farmers. The next time
some well-paid official makes such a hit with the
government, that they send him over to study con-
ditions, and he comes back and says be thrifty
like a Belgian, he is going to lose ome of
his most interested listeners. Why not be strong
like a horse, contented like s cow, and have a
healthy appetite like a Pig. Don’t you ever let
anyone tell you that the European farmer is of
a higher grade of intelligence than is the Can-
adian, because they infer, when they say that,
that they are better farmers. With the present
amount of brains Canadians put in their work
when Ontario is as thickly populated as this
part of Europe, it will be batter cultivated. But
when they have been at it as long they will
likely get into ruts and make class distinctions,
the same as has been done over here. Thig brings
Up every man to his job, and enables g man to
do his work and use a minimum amount of
brains.

“I will be ‘busted’ if I know why I started to
favor you with a light criticism of two of our
teading papers. I had a whole lot of things
about Christmas that I wanted to tell you in the
worst way. I think a fellow gets in a rather
critical mood over here sometimes, and is usually
waiting for a chance to show what a capable
man he would make at someone else’s job. He
even forgets sometimes that there ig not such a
wide difference between a critic and g
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very much as though it has been playing aero-
plane, or at least the engine part of it. I went
over to the flying sheds and gently remonstrated
with the young officer who had charge of the
horse end of the corps, and think conditions will

improve. ~The young chap really meant te-. do
the best he could but he had been in the apgillery
once, and had the idea that he must, Very

horse wise. .

“There was mighty little truce proclaimed this
Christmas jn no man’s land, and Mr. Bosch may
not expeCt many more until this war is finished.
The O. C. being away 'in England for eight days’
leave, has, of course, loaded me down with re-
sponsibility. I am able to eat a little bit of
soft food, but I do not sleep hardly at all at
nights, except from nine until six. Christmas
was a particularly busy day. Our men had five
different dinmers at various places during. the
afternoon and evening, and I had the painful
duty of going around to see that everyone was
in good humor. I started at one o’clock in the
afternoon, and wound up at this billet at ten at
night. I was unfortunate emough at two places
to get there in time to sce the eats still going,
and had to help out. I can quite understand
now what started the rumor that those ships
coming across the Channel loaded with Christmas
pudding had gone down. Anyway, we had some
day; the dinners were in huts, lofts of cow
stables, and kitchens of billets, but they tasted
equally good everywhere, and there was plenty to

eat. I ‘managed fo dir up some toys in a town
near here, and gave them to the little refugee
mother here for her three ochildren. They were

of a variety that would amuse a Canadian kid
for about half an hour, but. these youngsters
thought they were wonderful. Christmas morn-
ing these little kids came in and each presented
me with g little sprig of holly tied up in a piece
of ribbon. Where they got the ribbon I cannot
guess, and the smallest kid could hardly toddle,

but he got there with his presentation just the
same,

THE DAIRY.

Cream Substitute for Feeding
Calves. ‘

Whole milk is a balanced ration in itself for

al! joung animals, consequently when a cglf is
weaned from whole milk and left to subsist on
skim-milk, the ration becomes one-sided. In order
to have the young animal grow as rapidly ag
possible, some feed should be substituted for the
fat taken from the whole milk. Clover or alfalfy
hay makes splendid roughage, and should pe sup-

plied the calf as soon as it will commence ent:
which go

ing. These feeds are rich in protein,
to build up the animal body, but they do not

tend to balance the ration when stim-milk is fed.

Oats form almost a balanced ration, and are con- |
sidered an excellent feed for any young animal,

When it comes to suplying the fat removed from .
whole milk, a mixture of four pounds rolled oats

and corn meal, in equal proportion to one pound

of ground flaxseed has given splendid results,

With careful attention as to housing, and

feeding skim-milk at the proper temperature, in

clean utensils, along with the fexds mentioned,

calves have been rafsed more economically and

almost as well as when receiving whole milk.

Summer Care of a Winning Herd.

In an endeavor to encourage patrons of cheese
factories and creameries, to feed and care for
their cows, so that they will produce the
maXimum amount of milk, the Western Ontario
Dairymen’s Association offers prizes each year to
the patrons who furnish the largest amount of
milk per cow to any cheese factory in Western
Ontario, from the first of May to the thirty-first
of October. In the case of the creamery the

amount of butter-fat per cow is considered rather
than the amount of milk.

In 1915 Jas.
Burton & Son, of
Sparta, were suc-
cessful in winning
first place  with
their herd of 18
grade Shorthorn
and Holstein COwWs.
They were able to
produce all the
roughage and the
bulk of the concen-
trates fed on their
190-acre farm. Dur-
ing the six months,
the entire herd
averaged 7,175 Ibe.
of miilk per cow.
This is an ex-
ceptionally good
yield, and goes to
show that grade
cows, as well as
Pure-breds, cam be
bred and fed to
pProduce large quan-
tities of milk. This
firm’s methoad of
feeding and breed-
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Only high-producing cows are kept on this

farm; a careful weeding out of unprofitable animals

akes place each year, and their Places are filled

with producers. Mr. Burton & Son do not raise any

alves, but depend on buying cows to keep their
tables filled. As they seldom have to pay more

: : _ : considered

;’;&(’j the C&kt.i})ut', I am not saying whose it was, cheaper to buy mature cows than raise them.

o ﬂ'::dyway' t did nth look to me as though it The aim is to have the cows freshen in the

e\%rl - j‘l?stmgflfl n;n.\t}e to tackle it. This, how- spring. A bran mash jg usually given for a few
, 2 0 > many little i > i i

ol st 1€ many little habits one days after freshomng to bring them to thelr

ilk.  Bran and corn chop with sugar beets, and

Conservation is one of the first principles.’’ all the roughage the cows will eat make up the
—-— ration. The cows are always kept in the stable
Small Silos. until about the twenty-fourth of May, in order
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back at the station I incidently looked up some silage ;wrf.f(-t,]\-_ 1t do not remember whether or made bes nm:o i Summer, Lut an endeavor Y8
horses we had that have been attached to the i, h”, said how it wasg built. I am writing other every f'w (;O s f'rom fom il fo en-
flying corps for the use of the officers. I found \;m thinking it micht e of interest to find o ey M fréthr o ay .s“h This method keeps the
one With a beautiful girth eall, and all lookiny ° ont it A interested in the subject myself. fisld for a anqidoigl ]\:‘ 1(‘1‘0 3 oy e g in one
e little tough. Our men  there complain that o [ am thinking of a small silo to supplement s to have the g “hrth of time. The aim
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mediately thinks he hag b hands on' fhe 1ocors Our subscriler could do wiih 8 8illc slght of et (‘mvi f"“] k! fm SiX weeks or two months
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