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own sisters and with none tosay for it a word.
The Norway and Sycamore pride themselves
on their dense dark heads,—the spring pays
homage 4o the youthful beauty of the Red
species,—and the lovely yellow and scarlet
of the Sugar cause boundless admiration in the
fall tile of the year. .
The Silver Maple has none of these things,
Tts early spring flowers are no more than burst-
ing-bud scales. There is no particular beauty
in leaves or branches; and when every thing
in autumn more or less clothes itself in some
ay color for the harvest festival, it simply
%iges its time, and sends its leaves unpreten-
tiously to rest. But it has its sterling virtues.
It grows with great rapidity; asks no favor at
the hands of skilful gardeners; but is ready to
grow anywhere at the wish of the rich or the

poor, the unlearned or the learned, and we will
add with a grateful shade, which, as the store
keeper says of his substantial goods, de-
fiea competition.

We cannot afford to do without trees
like these. We like the mental part of
the gardening. We love to hear trees
and flowers talk, and to ponder over
their wise sayings; but here in the dog
days, with every thing parched and
burning up about us, we think none the
less of gardening that it brings to us
comforts for the body as well s for the
mind. It must be confe sed, however,
that the Silver Maple is too large a

wer to be a good street tree in close-
y built up di.tricts; but when there is
room for it to spread its rapid growing
branches, there is none that will prove
m re acceptable on the whole,

We should like to see our landscape
gar mers pay more attention to this idea
of sunmimer shade than they do. It is
not so much shade, as to the breezy
coolness that is desirable, Many a
plantation of trees and shrubs are so
arranged as to look remarkably well.—
The mental effort is a complete success;
and yet the “‘air” is shut out and close
sultryness prevails. A few hints of
this kind at this season of the year,
will be timely. as people can look about
them to see whereimprovements of this
desirable character can well be brought
in.—Gardener's Monthly.

GRAPE CULTURE.

The cultivation of the vine in this
Province has, during the past few
years, reached a magnitude which
very few would have conceived it ca-
pable of reaching in this latitude a
decade ago. In 1871, the Hon. D.
Reesor, having become practically as
well as theoretically conversant with
the cultivation of the grape vine,
partly as an experiment, although
fully satisfied of its ultimate profit-
ableness, planted nearly seven acres
of vines, embracing thirteen differcnt
varieties. = Among the finest in his
vinery, as a dessert grape, is the De-
laware, which when ripe is of a claret
color and very delicious. There are
other varieties of a sub-acid flavor,
which are preferred by some. Almost
since the cultivation of the vine was
in its infancy, which we presume can-
not be traced farther back than the
creation, even though Darwinian dise
ciples might claim its pre-Adamité
existence, grapes have been held in
high esteem for their medicinal pro-

rties. Italy and other countries
in southern Europe, where the viner-
ies are of unlimited extent, and where
great quantities of wine are manufac-
tured, have fewer inebriates in pro-
portion to their population than
Great Britain, America and other
countries where malt liquors and the
extract of corn is principally drunk.
Temperance people,instead of looking
on the growth of the grape and the
wine press with disfavor, might justly
considerit one of the channels through

which the millenium of their cause would be

hastened. The grape unpressed is undoubt-
edly an excellent tonic, and by its continued
use is said to greatly benefit invalids. Ina
letter received by the gardener to Her Ma-
jesty the Queen at the Royal Gardens, Frog-
more, from the late Sir Robert Peel's gar-
dener, near Geneva, he refers to three very
large old vines in his neighborhood, and to
the treatment of invalids to what is generally
known there as the ‘‘Grape cure.” He
writes as follows:—‘I have ascertained
from family documents that they were fine
large vines a hundred years ago. The diam-
eters of their stems near the ground is an
average of 1 foot 6 inches, equal to a girth
of 4 feet 6 inches.

THR FARMERS ADVO OA’.fE-

on the flat plain that at one time probably

formed part of the Lake of Geneva; the soil
they are growing in is Yan chalk, which
when dug up in autumn, looks more like a
turnpike road than a vine-border; yet these
vines are in great vigor, and last antumn,
owing to the hot summer, yielded more wine,
and of higher quality, than usual. The
Lake of Geneva 1s forty miles long; on both
sides it is planted with vines; and during
the autumn, hundreds of invalids come from
all parts of the world to undergo what is
termed the ¢ Grape cure’ here. They begin
by eating half a pound of grapes a-day, and
increase the quantity till it reaches thirteen
pounds, when they as gradually diminish it.

By this means, I have known many re-
markable cures effected, even of cancer and

The finest of them grows
on the slope of Mount Salne; the other two

consumption, which have baffled the best
medical skill.”

FOREST TREE PLANTING IN MINNESOTA.

The subject of tree planting in Minnesota
has assumed an active interest, and we have
before us a publication on this point, writ-
ten by Leonard B. Hodges, superintendent
of tree planting of St. Paul and Pacific Rail-
road Company. A large portion of the
western part ot the State is entirely defici-
ent in timber ; in fact, there is one almost
unbounded and unbroken tract, west of the
Big Woods, containing an area of over 12,-
000,000 of acres of soil extremely fertile, so
entirely destitute of timber that it does not
average one-tenth of an acre of timber teo
100 acres ot prairie. Three first-class coun-

ties show by surve but 1,279 acres of scat-
tering timber, while the total area of these
counties is 1,198,280 acres. A bill was in-
troduced in the State Legislature of Minne-
sota appropriating $5,000 to aid in planting
trees along the public highways, and it only
failed of passage in consequence of the ab-
sence of some members.

Mr. Hodges’' pamphlet gives information
in detail respecting the planting soil, and
choice of trees, #nd his estimate of expense
is wonderfully cheap. For instance, to
})la.nt cuttings for one mile of road, each one
oot apart, or 5,280 in all, the cost is but

$15.85. One man can easily stretch the

rope and rake the ground, while a lively lad
of 15 or 20 can stick them ; or in other

select 240 acres of land in the vicinit
railroad, enter 80 acres of it urd ¢
Homestead Act, 160 acres under e *rees
planting law, for which he has to
the :?all fee of $42. He must
hon,

vate the land. He must also at once break &
40 acres of his timbered claim, which must &
be planted with trees within the first » yaars &
after filling. ;
be used as farm land. At
10 years his 40 acres of timber alone
worth nol less than $6,000. In a ‘ﬂm R
to these Government encoun er ts ¢ farees
plantng, the State of Minnesota has X
a law agreeing to pay during a term of |
years

words, two good hands can plant a mile a

day, if the ground is properly prepared for
them. He estimates that in five years’ time
these cuttings will have grown from twenty-
five to thirty-five feet high and from three
to seven inches at the butt.  If planted in
the form say of a square of ten acres, some
eight feet apart, five years, time would be
sufficient to furnish all the fuel and fencin
necessary to support a large farm, and :xﬂ’or(‘f
additional income from sales of fence-poles.
The varieties of timber most recommended
are the White Willow, Cottonwood, Lom-
bardy Poplar, Box Elder. ~ Others are not
| 8o sure of success, although in our State
they' do well—White Ash, Black Ash, Ash-
leavedjMaple, Soft Maple, Elm.
By the new terms of the U. 8. tree.plant-
ing and the homestead law, any citizen can
a

with trees, this payment to commence

| planted in quantity it is a good plan to

P

on the 80 acres, live there, and cultis

The remininghlm agr..: ﬁ:?! :
@ expir\ §
ll be |

each year for every acre

third year after the plantation
made—thus paying for forty acres $¢
each year, or for ten years $800. F
lanting trees along publicroads
ighways the State also pays i
every half mile, the trees not to
planted more than one”rod apm
and if trees are planted on both wides
of such roads or highways twice the
amount, or $4 for every half mile,
provided the trees are well taken care
of and kept in a healthy growing con~ §
dition. These terms are such a deei~ §
ded encouragement to tree culture
that we jndge there will bo a fuvore
among the Western prairie farmers |
to agitate the subject and pm,\ _
it with haste. — &, Y. Iﬂdem_.-., ‘

The Fox. b

Last month we. gave & picture of &
Mr. Fox in his native wild. This §
month we show his entrance into .
civilized society, with its benefits
disadvantages to himself. No
if he succeeds in grabbing that fine
fat chicken which he has his eyes on
he will have a jollyjmeal, and will feel
that civilization is his proper element;
but in the morning, when he y the
hounds giving tongue (see cut on s
170), and knows that his last o
meal was too good for him to be able
to run well this morning, he will wish
his hole and home in the woods was
closer, and that he had been satisfied
with less dainty delicacies, in some §
place where dogs were not so plentiful
and men so fond of sport.

WHY PEARS ORACK, i

Concerning this important subject, §
Thoma Mechan,editor of the Gardener's §
Monthly, wr tes :

““ Pears do not crack when the soil
is suflic'ently supplied with lime and
potash; and they crack most where those
salts are eficicnt. Common wood ashes
conta'n the ge salts, nearly in the q an-
t'ty and proportions that pear t e 8 on
such soill require— forty per cent. of
potash and thirty per cent, of lime,
Re s-ning from th.se facts, I applied
wood ashes at the rate of four hundred
bushe's to the acre, after the frait |
form d and cracked. Many of them
hea'ed up a d made perfect fiuitthe
same +eason; others not until the nexé.
season. A friend, at my sugiestion,
applied it heavily to a fav butter-
pear tr-e in his own garden-for several
years in successioo, and has had for se:
versl yea s perfec’ and delic’ous pears,
and I will guarantee it to cure suy case
where the ashes are fairly and abundant
ly applied.—I was told by an experi-
enc- d hand that T would kil the tr es;
but on the contrary, I cured them.—
Therefore, do not be afraid ; if one ap

Jlication will not suffice, give them a
larger dose next year. A moist atmc -
sphere u doubtedly encourages the
growth of the tree and fruit, w ile the
insufficiency of proper fu ¢ prevents

the perfection of either; hence cracked fruit
and ‘rough old bark.'”

FLORAL DESIGNS,

Where tulips, hyacinths or crocusses are
1314
gome regard for color in their arrangeriet4s A
small round bed of crocus, for instavce, w.'sht
have the purple varie y in the centre, the yel-
low roum‘ that; next place the striped kind,
and, finally, the white; or this order may be
reversed with equally good effect. The same
arrangement might be observed in border
planting by having the colors in - separate
rows. A very pleasing effect is produced by
staking out four rows. Commence the fixs:
row b{lplsnti about two feet of white cro-
cus, followed with two feet of purple,




