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on Christ and with Him. I do not believe you can
ever do that until you get free in your conscience,
Till then yon cannot get beyond this negative con-
flict with sin, which avoids the evil the new life
sees and judges. If I have the new life, I find the
8in in me; and if I have not the consciousness of
divine righteousness, I cannot delight in Christ as
set free; that is, I must think of the sin. Is not
God holy? And have I not sins? not merely
guilt, but sins in my members? Yes; then * he
that committeth sin is of the devil.” Well, I com-
mit sin, and am afraid. That is, the workings of
flesh come back on my conscience, and I must be
occupied with self. The soul is not discharged
from self, as the ground of its standing before God,
through divinely-wrought and self-humbling con-
viction of sin, enough to be cast over on divine
righteousness in Christ. It has not been brought
to see that the case is perfectly hopeless, and then
to be cast over entirely on Christ. When brought
to this, I am taken out of flesh by this v;ork of re-
demption in Christ, so that T am made the righ-
teousness of God in Him, and 1 do not look at my-
self to know if J am righteous before God.

What a contrast between that kind of negative
life, with the head just above water, and which
says, “ I am alive, so I ought to be thankful,” and
this positive, joyful life which goes out in active
energy after Christ! Bat in order to this the staff
of confidence in self must be snapped.

If our hearts are grovelling on with the world,




