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world, engaged in trade and commerce,
They had left the Holy Land, but they
had not forgotten it. Paul regards him-
self a Hebrew of the Hebrews, and, with
a degree of patriotic pride, calls himself
an Israelite, and the seed of Abraham.
The land and the ¢ity of his heart were
Palestine and Jerusalem; and the heroes
of his young imagination were not
Horatius, Hercules, and Achilles, but
Abraham and Joseph, Moses and David.
He loved his nation, and was true to
the righteous traditions of his people.
But this did not prevent him from em-
bracing in his sympathies other lands
and other peoples. That patriotism {s
weak and narrow which ends at the con-
fines of one’'s own country. Says Les-
sing, * Accordihg to my way of thinking,
the reputation of a zealous patriot is the
very last that I would covet; that is, of
the patriotism that teaches me to forget
that I am a citizen of the world.” What-
ever Paul's early predilections were, yet
In later life we must regard him as a
cosmopolite, a citizen of the world, one
who had love for the entire human
race, rather than an affection that meant
only sectional patriotism, He had sym-
pathies large enough to enfold all men
as brothers. And this is the Christian
ideal,
IDEAL CITIZENSHIP

Paul's ideal of citizenship inculcates
the ideal of submission to civil authority,
And in this he is in entire agreement with
the practice and precepts of Jesus, Gov-
ernment and not mob rule, civic control
and not anarchy, is Paul's inspired teach-
ing.  And this for various reasons,

(a) It is impossible to secure successful
action apart from organization. Union
is strength, and orderly unity is strength
at its best. For the very existence of
citizenship, therefore, there must be re-
cognized and effective civil authority.

(b) The avowed object of all govern-
ment is to put down the wrong and en-
force the right, to mete out Jjustice to all.
Crime is the citizen's enemy, and the
Government suppresses it, * Rulers are
not a terror to good works, but to the
evil”  This is an unanswerable argu-
ment for Christian obedience to the State.

(¢) It is admitted that by means of
constituted authority not only is the
race preserved, but civilization is de-
veloped, and the happiness and well-be-
ing of man increased. Therefore main-
tain government,

(d) The only basis of commercial en-
terprise is a thoroughly substantial gov-
ernment.  Political upheavals are a de-
triment to the trade of a country. A
secure and righteous government is a
necessity both for religious freedom and
commercial enlargement.  When Philip
IL, of Spain, pursued his unjust and
suicidal policy in the Netherlands, mer-
chants transferred their workshops to
England. But Paul's citizenship means

more than established government, It
means Christian brotherhood. We are
to render to the individual his due, And
what men's dues are is measured by the
fact that Christianity has taught men to
consider each man a brother, and issues
its"mlndate, “ Love thy neighbor as thy-
self.”

THE GOSPEL TEACHING.

We shall not understand the Gospe!
aright, says Burrows, if we do not bear
in mind the fact that it is to teach men
to be good citizens of earth as well as
of heaven. Christianity leaves no part
of the nature and no portion of society
untouched; it speaks to rulers and to
ruled, to kings and to subjects, to parents
and to children. The New Testament
lays down principles, general laws, by
which men are to be guided in the affairs
of life. The best citizen is the man who
make a sensible application of those laws
in the management of his many-sided
life.  The Christian citizen is to bring
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heavenly principles to apply in all his
earthly relationships.

WORTH THINKING ABOUT.

1. Am I faithful to all my duties as a
citizen ?

2. Is my political service vitiated by
prejudice, passion, ambition, or ignor-
ance ?

3. What do I really know about the
great things God has done for my coun-
try in the past ?

4. God is to be seen in history, and the
study of the history of one’s country is
therefore a sacred duty,

5. The Church and State must remain
separate, but God and the State must
for ever remain together.

. The most patriotic orator is not the
man who lauds his country’s achieve-
ments, but he who praises the kindness
of God to his nation.

7. When calamities come, we are ready
enough to remember God. Would it not
be more gracious to remember him in
the midst of the joys he sends us ?

8. Though a nation grow as fast as
France under Napoleon, its real growth
is only as its people grow in manhood.

9. Not the nation with the greatest
army and navy is the greatest, but the
nation that s doing most to bring in
the reign of the Prince of Peace,

10. Nothing is sadder than splendid
statistics of manufactures unless they
can be paralleled by equally good statis-
tics of the manufacture of men,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Make this a thoroughly patriotic ser-
vice, Sing patriotic hymns. Have a
brief paper or address on “ Our country,
its extent, population, resources, advan-
tages, and possibilities.” Let this be fol-
lowed by a paper or address on the topic
of the evening: * National prosperity.”
Decorate the League room with flags,
b , an Convey
the idea to the members of the League
that it is part of our religion to know
intelligently and love fervently our coun-
try, and to do all that lies in our power
to exalt it in those qualities that consti-
tute a nation's greatness. May the Ep-
worth League of Canada be an irresistible
force for national rignteousness, and
lofty patriotism that shall make its
mighty influence felt from the Atlantic
‘o the Pacifie, throughout the length and
ireadth of our Great Dominion.

JULY 6. “THE FATHER'S CARE.”
Matt, 6. 2534 Pa, 103, 13, 14
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Jduly 6. Blessed trust

The Gospel begins by changing the in-
ward life of thought and feeling and will;
proceeds by transforming the outward
life of habit and conduct and procedure;
and results in the richest temporal bless-
ing to the individual and the race. The
Bible again and again promises temporal
rewards for faithful service to God, and
it rises to sublime heights of poetic
Imagery in its description of the outward
prosperity and happiness which shall at-
‘end the supremacy of the Messiah's
kingdom.

1. Temporal blessings, a natural con-
sequence, (a) Christian truth teaches
not only that God made all things, but
that he controls all things. The out-
come of such a doctrine is that God will
80 overrule the current of events, and so
direct the affairs of his people, that their
temporal good shall be secured. By
temporal good is not meant that kind
or that degree of outward prosperity
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which the belicver deems best for him-

self, but that waich God deems best for

him.  There is often a wide difference
between a man’s views of his own wants,
and God's view of his actual needs, (b)
That Christianity leads its professors to
the use of all right and necessary means
for the attai of 1

is a second reason for saying that out-
ward good follows inward grace. Christ's
relgn in the heart does not lead to in-
dolence, but to industry; not to luck, but
to labor; not to drifting, but to diligence;
not to waiting for temporal good to fall
like rain, but to planning and working,
that temporal good may issue by the use
of means. The thorough-going Chris-
tian is the one who will exert himself to
the full extent of his God-given powers
for the enjoyment of that measure of
worldly success which is best for him.

2. Temporal blessings, social as well as
personal.  We have seen that worldly
good will come in due measure to the
individual Christian, But it is well to
note that the family, the community, the
nation, participate in the good that fol-
lows the adoption of Christianity. The
entire social organism is transformed by
the influence of the Gospel of Christ.
Society is purified and ennobled, and the
national life feels a corresponding up-
lift.  Look at the condition of society
before Christ came, and then view it
after the influence of his life and teach-
ings had been in operation. As Farrar
points out, the world before the coming
of the Redeemer was laboring under a
triple curse—the curse of corruption, the
curse of cruelty, the curse of slavery; but
from the hour when through«the star-
light rang the first angelic carol which
told that Christ was born, from that hour
began the death-knell of every Satanic
tyranny and every tolerated crime. The
corrupt customs of society gave way to
reverence for womanhood, and respect
for family life; the cruelty exhibited in
the degradation and murder of children,
and the horrible sports of the amphi-
theatre was doomed to pass away; and
the slavery which had oppressed the peo-
ple with shameful bondage and insolent
contempt was displaced by the freedom
of Christ, who made the meanest of men
that believed in him children of God and
inheritors of heaven. And this vast
social revolution, resulting in untold tem-
poral blessings, followed in the train of
the Nazarene who founded the relations
between man and man, not on selfishness,
but on the new basis of universal love.

3. Material prosperity a result of Chris-
tianity, The change brought to the
commercial world by the Gospel is as
marked as if gold were substituted for
brass, and silver for iron. The signs
following the adoption of the Gospel
truth are practical as well as spiritual,
commercial as well as religious, Ma-
terial improvement marks the progress
of Christianity as grass and flowers and
trees and waving flelds mark the course
of the flowing river. To be impressed
with the material blessings of Christian-
ity, compare a poor man In Africa or
India with a poor man in England or
America. In the former the poor man
must resign himself to abuse and neglect,
lacking even the necessarles for a health-
ful existence. But what do we find in
Christian England or America ? Enough
and to spare. Food, clothing, shelter,
social advantage, hopeful outlook are ac-
cessible to the poor man. He may wor-
ship in the most expensive buildings; he
can read the Bible and the text books; he
can be educated in free schools; he has
access to public libraries and art gal-
leries; he can ride in railroad cars, have
his dally paper, enjoy music and home
comforts such as only kings and princes
could have had a few hundred years ago.
Christ brings to the nations that serve
him material comfort and happiness,

4. Physical well-being a result of Chris-
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