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- Some of the unwritten storics
of the Bible are as helpful as some th

sages clearly  suggests these
In connection with this reading
we ought to think out the untold  narras
s the woman mentioned was led
It such work is undertaken
we shall find that when we have satistics
torily outlinedwhat led up to her heartfelt
: we shall have writien

our own lives, ==

adoration of Jesus,

the day, the circumstances, that led hes
o with open face”
ook in return,the word that shot through
her soul, with a revealing and
light, so that she saw herselt as s
and turned to God and purity,

is, or has been what it ought to be, i

which the prayers,
self.” ** Lord show me Thyseif,” have not

were answered in the life of the woman,
she is one whom all will call blessed. Bee
cause these prayers, so haras we know,
st prayed by Simon, his life

proud, impenitent,
thing and no man.”
I'he indescribable something
that made this woman conscious of her
sins, and of the help there s in God, is
here seen begetting faith that made the
bearers of the palsied come to Jesus for
press prevents some
nigh unto Him, or from
bearing their dear ones into his presence?
Never falter, but ** do the one thing,” for
assuredly faith will be noted and help
\s for scribes,and others such,
with their qibbling, they are but men
needing healing themselves.
long for God, who know their own or
other's need, must press through and
over all that obstructs, that sin may be
forgiven by Him who alone can forgive
sin, and that strength may be renewed by
waiting on Him in whom we live.
Tuespay. —These are far from Jesus
who bargain saying, ** What will we
Simon invited Jesus that his en-
tertainment of Him might enhance his
own popul rity—it was for show. Herod
would make gifts over to the Child to
further his own ends.
stowed her gift out of gratitude, looking
The wise men were

The woman be-

for nothing again.

How about our gifts of time
cause of Christ ?

and money to the
it of Simon and

they made in the sp
Herod, or of the woman and the wise

Wepnespay,—The Corinthians were in

was < r me

me to Tlaey

fGody b oeones

WEUTE ORI,

& dangerous eondition when they thought
Until
Paul’s message made them sorrowtul they
were of the type of Simon and Herod.
God's word, through Paul, sharper than
any two-edged sword, came is the sure

As the surgeon is sorry for
the pain he causes at the time, sois Paut
that must he wrought,
But the surgeon cuts and Paul speaks,
having in view health and holiness— and
Better sures

there wiis o0 need of repentance.

geon’s knite,

for this sorrow

the end justifies the means,
Iy be the woman dissolved in tears, than
Simon with his false and sintul pride, his
coldness, unkindness.  Better surely to
be the Corinthians, in this strength begote
ten of God, repenting, than Herod on a
throne, but morally rotten to the ¢org,
eruel and unclean.

THuUrspAy.
we confessed our sin or fault to
would mike use of the same to our hurt,
It may be that a pride, supposed to be
correct, keeps us from making such cone
fessions to Jesus.  The incident recorded
in this reading shows Jesus' treatment of
the erring  For Simon to have laid  his
life bare to his fellow-Pharisees, as the
woman did to Jesus, would have been dis-
astrous.  For us to lay our lives bare to
our fellows would never do. It is because
we know of the wideness of God's merey,
it is when we see some of the beauty there
is in Him to desire Him that we say,
“ Lord remember me.”  These are the
great moments of life when we cast our
burdens upon Him, so believing that we
know that He cares tor us. Pitiful indeed
is the foolish pride that keeps any from
Him

them,

Frinpay,—Because we sometimes think
of God as our fellows have given us reas
son to think of them, the type of Simon
rather than that of the woman prevails.
We must not let this conduct of others
hinder our direct communion with God ;
nor must we neglect this direct com-
munion so as to make ourselves to be of
those who shut out the vision of the for-
giving God from others. All of are
“little ones " before God ; He is the
Great One who will forgive, and whose
forgiveness will have the result in our
lives of enabling us to forgive others.
What need then there is for the prayer,
¢ Lord increase our faith "—for by faith-
lessness we are kept out, and keep others
out from the mercy and help of God.

SATURDAY.—Because she believed she
sought help. Others could not help her :
—but how long were the years before she
came to know Him | God could help her
and can help us. Let Pharisees and

There are those who, if

seribes and physicians stand clear then,
that the spirit of man may speak with the
spirit of God,and may hear,** Son, daugh-
ter, be of good comfort ; thy faith hath
made thee whole: goinpeace.™  So there
shall be fewer of the type of Simon, and
more of the type of the woman, who
(although a sinner) was made to be a
saint § tewer Herods, more wise men,
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As a Sinner,

A wreat artist had painted part of the
¢ity in which he lived, and wanted, for
historic purposes, to include in - the pice
tures some of tae characters well known
in the town, . A Ccrossing-sweeper, uns
kempt, ragged, filthy, was known to
everybady, and there was a suitable place
for him in the picture.  The artist said to
him o 4 will pay you well if you will
come down to my studio and let me take
wvour likeness,™  He came around, but he
about his business, for he had
washed his face and combed his hair and
donned  a respectable suit of  clothes.
He was needed as a beggar, and was not
invited in any other capacity.  Even so
the gospel will receive you into its halls it
you come as i sinner, but not otherwise,
—4. H. Spurgeon,
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titude to Pardons

Some years ago a soldier in the United
States army was condemed to be shot for
sleeping on his post when overcome with
tatigue.  The president pardoned  him,
itis that after, that soldier
prayed night and morning for the presi-
dent ; but certain it is that when, months
afterward, he was fatally  wounded in
pattle, he spent his last breath in
prayer for the president of the United
States, —Sunday-School Times.
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Hints for Talks and Testimonies.
How do we invite Christ toour homes and - then

light Him ?

How should we treat those that have heen guilty
of hase lives?

What docs harshness in judgment of others show
about ourselves ?
In what are all human beings on a level 2
How is a sense of one's sin gained ?
What is the ground of love to Christ? 3

What is to be leamed from those that have  heen
sescucd from the greatest degradation ?

Whiat is the
ness, and love ?

connection between  faith,  forgives

In what way may our love to Christ be shown ?
If our love to Christ is small, what does that
show ?
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For Daily Reading.

Mon., lan, 22, = lesus in Capernaum. Mark 2: 1-12
Tues., Jan, 23.— Best gifts for Christ. Matt. 2: 1-11
Wed., lan. 23.— Repentance in tears, 2 Cor. 7: 9-11
Thurs., Jan. 25. = The treatment of the fallen.

Luke 23: 39-43
Fri., lan. 26. Love and forgiveness. Luke 17: 1-4
Sat., Jan  27.—From faith to peace. Luke 8: 43-48

Suii, Jan. 28. Topic. Lessons for Simon and
B Luke 7: 96-00
—p———n.

Here | am, Lord, send me; send me to
the ends of the earth; send me to the
roughand savage pagans of the wilder-
ness ; send me from all that is called com-
fort in the earth ; send me even to death
itself ; if it be but in Thy service, and to
promote Thy kingdom.—David Brainerd.
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