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An inflaential manifesto against cigarette-
smoking by boys has been gotten up 1w
England, says the Christian Guardian, signed
by represeniatives of the great political
parties, the aristocracy, the clergy, the medi
cal profession, amd many others. We hope
the efforts made last year for prohibition «t
the manufacture and sa'e of cigarertes in
Canada will be renewed at the approaching
session of Parliament, and that technicalitics
will not agan be invoked to nullify them,

Some enterprising (?) people in Sydney,
B C, erected a Brewery in that town and
applied for a license in order to commence
operations  The people did not want
such an institution in their midst, partic-
ularly as it was situated nearer to a putlic
school building than the law =llows, and
memorialised the Government against
granting the license. The license has
been retused. and the building, which cost
$30,000 can now be devoted 1o some legi-
timate and useful parpose.
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THE WIDENING CANADIAN FIELD

The delay in going on with the Grand
Tru k Pa ific Railway scheme caused
mony to fear the financial or other diffi-
culties might b insuperable But all
ohstacles seem to have been removed ; the
five millions have been deposited by th:
Grand Trunk ; and all that remains to be
done 3 a preliminary is to enact certain
amendments. which Parliament will speed
ily do This great project will in a fiw
years open up a vast additional territory,
During the next 25 years Canada will
have taken giant strides We have im-
proved many rrcent cpportunities to say.
an ' we ropest again that the duty of the
¢t urch s in the Dominion is to be fore-
handed. and keep Canadi ror Christ  If
it can be done—and it can—th n it ought
and must be done  Let large view pre.
vail at the next and ensuing General
Asponblios.
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MODIFIED ITINERANCY.

At the recent meeting of the Quebec
Pesbytery an overture to the G.neral
Assembly was presented by the Rev. Mr
MacQueen, looking in the direction of a
modified itinerancy It has been of late
years frequently remarked that the Pres-
byterian and Methodist churches have
been approaching more closely in terures
of pastorate It is common observaticn
that Preshyter an pastorates are rot as
long as they were twenty or_thirty years
ago : while on the other hand, all legisla-
11 in Methodist Parliaments has been in
the direction of longer minister'al tenures.
Presbyterians must manage to give all
their ministers emp'oyment, as the Metho-
dists do ; and they must fi-d some more
dignified method of severing pastoral
relationships than is now some imes the
case  We have seen the suggestion that
a stated five-year term of past rate would
meet he case, with the right to renew for
another term, and still another, it mutually
desired Those who advocate thi plan
claim the end of each five years would
form a convenient, dign fied point and op
portunity of disjunction, if disjunction
were best tor all concerned ; while at the
same hime it would not in reality lessen
the average duration of pastorates—per-
haps the oppo ite.

There is something to be said for the
Methodist system, in that it under akes
to provide work and | velihood for all its
mivisters, <1l the time, so long as they are
capable of active service.  Without their
itinerant system, that would be impractic-
able. Is it impossible to combine th: best
of the two methods ?

Our readsrs will be interested to read
the 1ull text of the suggestive overture
presented by Mr McQueen :

“Whereas the frequent dissolution of
the pastoral relstion is a growing evil in
our Church, arising largely through the
loose opinion which prevails as to the re-
lation of pastor and people ;

“And whereas, the frequent dissolution
of the pastoral relation is accompanied by
real hordship to ministers and seri us loss
and injury to congregations ;

“And, whereas the view of th2 pastoral
relation being permanent is no longer a
truism but 1s subject on the one h nd 10
restlessness on the part of the ministers
themselves and changed feeling «fa party
in a congregation involving in many
instances a breach cof ontract whereby a
minister and his family are thrown upon
the world without adequate support ;

‘And where s the view is widely held
that the feeling ot adapration between
pastor and pe p'e on the one hand, and
the prosperity ot our Church by the due
exercise of discip ine on the other can be
more satisfactori'y and harmoniously at-
tained by a modified itinerancy in the
ministry, it is humbly overtured by the
rev. the Preshyter. of Quebec, 10 the ven-
erablz the General Assembly, indicted to
meet in th month of June ensuing, that
th y would take the whole subject into
serious consideration pass a resolution or
law thereon, and s nd down to preshy er

ivg for approvelj und, huving the fuvorable

support of precbyteries, toact as in their
wisdom they see cause to pass such pro-
posed law into a stand'ng order of the
Church, and todevisesuch measures there
anent as nay tend to promote the glory
of God and the good of the Church.”

«OLD THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY.”

Here is a plot of ground It lies brown
and without beauty before the eye  But
a seed has been planted in the ground,
And some day when the due time has
come the soil is disturbed, and a flower
pure and beautiful thrusts itse!f above and
unfolds it« beauties for the delighted eye
of the onlooker to feast upon And if
you ask where it was that the flower came
from, all you can say is that there was a
sced planted which had in it the principle
of lice, and so the very soil itself was
transformed in o the beauty of the flower.
It is a miracle, a miracle '0 which we are
accustomed, hut revertheless a miracle
which has been wrought before our eyes
in this new lie which is implanted, and
which now displays its radiant beauty.

And so in this world of sin and s Ifish-
ness, the life of the Nazarene was planted.
The soil was certainly not promising.
The only power which ruled the world
was the power of force.  Rome’s mailed
legions rul. d over the chosen people of
God, and that people whose history had
many stories of ma:vellous deliverances,
and of saints and heroes were given up
to barren ritualism, and sought to satisfy
their sou s’ deepest longings on the husks
of ceremonial detail, and fine-spun theo-
loyical doctrines Against this background
of Jewish pride and Roman brutality here
grew the beauty of this stainless | fe. “He
was despised and rejected of men," and
yet there were eyes which were charmed
by the radiance of holimess that was
manife-ted in Him, He spoke not as the
scribes, but as one who had tound out the
secret of God's thought. He taught
trust and purity, but above all He taught
them to love He showed them the
beauty of the child character.and led them
to lo k up to God as their Father in
heaven. And there were certain who
were drawn o Him.  They were not in a
day cleansed of their faults and follies,
but the li'e that was in Him became their
lite, and they grew dissa isfied with that
which had held them before. They were
convinced of their own ill-doing, so that
Peter ciied, *Depart from me, for | am a
sinful man O Lord” The old idea which
possessed them to loock on life as that
which was to be exploited tor sell-advan-
tage passed away. and they realized it was
a it 10 be made beautiful by forgetting
self and seeking every opportunity to
bess and help others, It led some of
them to death and all to suffering and
sacrifi e, but the best of all was they were
crowned with peace Old things had
passed away and all things had become
new, And wherever that Gospel has
been proclaimed, there have been those
who have reached the same conviction,
and of them it may be said they have be-
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