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THE MONTH.

FUI\' the year ending 3ist December, 1900, the out-

put of gold from the Klondike district of the

Canadian Northwest was $22,2735,000. During

the present year it was confidently expected that it
would fall below that figure both on account of the dry
weather prevailing, and on account of the partial ex-
haustion of some of the very rich ground whose output
had hitherto bulked largely in the total for the district.
It may be surmised, although it is

THE KLONDIKE

OuUTPUT.

too early to make any estimate, that
the dryness of the present season has
had a serious effect upon the industry
of placer mining in British Columbia. It is possible
that there are counterbalancing circumstances which
will prevent the output from showing any startling dim-
inution.  But it is certainly the case that the output of
the British Columbia placers will not be nearly as large
as it would have been had the supply of water been
normal this season. The same factor has had an influ-
ence upon the gold industry of the Yukon Territory.

The second feature, namely, the exhaustion of rich
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ground is a much more serious one, It was freely stat-
ed in the early part of this summer that the Klondike
had, in 1900, reached its zenith, and that although for
many years it would show a large and important out-
put of gold, still, that output would show a steady
the Klondike

became a closed chapter, a completed episode in the

and continual decrease until in the end
history of gold mining
If that had been the case it

effect

would have had an un-

fortunate upon Canada as a gold - producing

country, Canada has become, through the Klondike,
a most important factor in the world's production of
gold But to do more than maintain its present posi-

tion, it is largely dependent on the Klondike for some

years yet The growth in production from the quartz

and hydraulic mining in British Columbia could not be
expected in the face of a decline in the Yukon to do
more than counterbalance that decline even if it accom-

plished so much. Canada, therefore, as a gold produc-
ing country, would have been obliged to face a practi-
cally stationary condition for some time to come

In face of the actual figures of gold production this
season it would, however, that

appear the undoubted

exhaustion of some of the richer ground, to which at-
tention has been drawn, has given rise to a wrong im-
pression of the the gold-producing capacity of the
district

During June, July and August, the sum of $18,643,-
000 in gold has been exported from Dawson It was
only with the first of June this vear that a system of ex-

port certificates was ina irated which enables a

per-
fectly accurate tally of the gold shipped out of the coun-
try to be kept In addition to this amount, however,
some gold was shipped over the ice during the early
months of the year, a considerable amount during May
and no doubt not a little between the end of August
and the close of navigation. There are other recording
offices also in the Yukon Territory through which a cer-
tain amount of gold has been exported, the amount of
which does not appear in the foregoing statement.
Everything considered, therefore, it does not seem like-
ly that the returns this year will fall appreciably, if at
all, below those of last year. At the same time it must
be observed that there is a change apparent in the
sources of the bulk of the gold, a change which will be-
come more accentuated as time goes on.  The gold
tends less and less to come from very rich ground re-
garding which it matters little whether the conditions
under which it is workesd are extravagant or not, and

more and more from poorer ground worked in larger




