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Mr. President and Gentlemen :

—

I rise to give a willing, but I fear a feoble and unequal response

to the sentiment juat announced in order from the chair. Several

national and patriotic toasts have been already proposed, and ably

responded to, and, no doubt, others will follow ; but I cannot think

any of them so much calculated to strike home to the seat of our

national affections, our patriotism, and our pride, as this.

Love of country, love of the scenes of childhood, love of the soil

from which we spring, is strong and enduring ; but love of kind,

love of blood and brotherhood, is, if possible, more potent and imper-

ishable. This love at once invokes history and tradition, penetrates

the misty realms of the past, chasing back enquiry to aboriginal con-

ditions, migrating fortunes and primitive alliances. It also follows

up and watches through the culminating and spreading epochs of a


